
     November marked my 3rd 

month in my faith journey.  And let 

me tell you, by November, I was ex-

hausted-in a good way.  Work was 

in full-swing and we were preparing 

for the end of the year festivities, 

my roommates were finishing clas-

ses for the year, the holidays were 

right around the corner and my 

head was exploding from all the 

new experiences I was taking in.    

     On the 16th of November, our 

YAGM group gathered in Buenos 

Aires to travel together to Colonia 

Valdense in Uruguay for our 1st of 

three retreats.  This was a much 

needed break from our busy host 

communities. Our retreat site, Cen-

tro Emmanuel, is an organic farm 

and sits out in the “campo” (farm 

land).  During our retreat, we reflec-

ted on the 1st two months, ate way 

too much, caught each other up-to-

date, played some games and spo-

ke English. 

     One of my favorite parts of the 

retreat was the farm tour.  We saw 

the process of how to make chee-

se, all the cows,and rows and rows 

of vegitables.    

     This year was a year of 

many 1st-s. One of which 

inlcuded Thanksgiving.  

Chloe (the other YAGM 

here in Montevideo) and I 

went a friend’s house.  

Surprisingly, they have be-

en celebrating Thanksgi-

ving for the past three ye-

ars.  We ate chicken, green 

beans, stuffing and all that 

Thanksgiving goodness.  

Another 1st was Christmas 

away from home.  I spent 

Christmas this year with a 

friend and her family.  We 

ate way too much (seems 

to be a common theme), 

chatted about family and 

answered questions of 

traditions back home, 

danced and watched as 

Montevideo as lit up at 

midnight with fireworks. 

     I didn’t realize how 

lonely and home sick I 

would get around the 

Holidays.  However, I am 

glad and blessed I have 

been experiencing new tra-

ditions with my host com-

munity and they have wel-

comed me into their lives 

and now I feel like their 

Holiday traditions are also 

mine.  

In my last newslet-

ter I mentioned how 

I see God in the little 

things that happen 

here in Uruguay.  

Spending YAGM ti-

me together on our 

retreat was very 

reshreshing as we 

went more in-depth 

on themes like reli-

gion, language, 

work and our daily 

lives. Through art-

and-shares, chapel, 

an 18 hr. silent re-

treat and other acti-

vities I was able to 

take in the presence 

of God and how God 

is present in my life.  

I prayed and asked 

for God’s guidance 

as this year comes 

to an end and anot-

her begins.     
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Reunited at our retreat in Uruguay  

Across: Christmas Asado  



So much has happened 

at La Obra Ecuménica in 

the past two months.  As 

the school year came to 

an end, we got ready for 

the end-of-the-year party 

at La Obra.  Each taller 

had an exibit of the work 

they had done throughout 

the year.  Some examples 

include: handing out reci-

pes from the cooking 

class, a large electic cir-

cuit built by the kids in 

electricity and playing 

chess on the patio.  Later 

all the families and 

friends were invited 

outside to watch a cou-

ple performances from 

FLOW and Aula 

(classroom).   After the 

performances, La Obra 

put on a fireworks 

show.  

     As an end-of-the-

year/ Christmas tradi-

tion, we did a secret 

Santa gift Exchange.  

Because the team at La 

Obra is so close with 

each other, it wasn’t so 

much about the gifts as 

it was the community. 

I’ve been lucky the team 

has made me feel com-

fortable this time of year.    

La Obra Ecuménica  

Nuestro Salvador Lutheran Church 

the real meaning of 

Christmas.  Passing the 

time with my new family 

and friends and of course  

Nuestro Salvador helped 

me celebrate for our Lord.  

In early December, I star-

ted working at Colonia 

Nicolich through Nuestro 

Salvador.  I work with ni-

ños as they take talleres 

(clases) such as cooking, 

karate and dance.  This 

Christmas season, the ni-

ños put on a nativity scene 

and sung Noche de Paz.  

The whole neighborhood 

came to watch as the sun 

set and the stars rose 

behind the niños.      

Without all the snow and 

cold weather, it was hard for 

me to think it’s Christmas 

time.  However, it was re-

freshing not seeing all the 

stores decorated, blaring 

“Rocking around the Christ-

mas Tree.”  It’s so easy for 

us to get caught-up in a ma-

terial Christmas at home 

that we sometimes forget 
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Going to the pool can 

be so exhausting 

Christmas Festivities 

with La Obra team 
I would love for you 

to contact me this 

year!  
 

drmatyi89@gmail.com 

 

Nativity Scene at 

Colonia Nicolich  

Don’t forget to follow 

me on Tumblr! 

 

davematyi.tumblr.com 

Below is the 1st 

Sunday of Advent at 

Nuestro Salvador 

Lutheran Church 




