
Uruguay? Where’s that? I 

thought you were going to Ar-

gentina? So they speak Spa-

nish there? These are just a 

couple questions I was asked 

before moving to Uruguay in 

September through the ELCA 

in the Young Adults in Global 

Mission (YAGM) program.  

 

Bienvenidos a mi vida urugua-

ya! Although many people, in-

cluding myself, thought Uru-

guay lived in the shadow of Ar-

gentina, I have learned it has a 

grand culture itself; an almost 

muchísimo sort of pride.  I 

can’t tell you how many times 

I’ve heard Facu (student I live 

with) say, “esto es Uruguay,” 

when we are listening to music 

or watching a video.  I can’t 

forget to add how much the 

people here love Luis Suarez. 

Oh, and drinking Mate the 

“correct” way.  My Spanish has 

improved 10 fold even though 

many times I get frustrated 

and blame those I’m listening 

to. In the past 2 months I’ve 

experienced a completely dif-

ferent culture that some of us 

didn’t realize was so unique.   

Arguably the biggest cultu-

ral experience I have had 

is the Murga.  They are 

very popular and very Uru-

guayan and they sing and 

act while wearing masca-

ras (masks), cracking jo-

kes.  Furthermore, living 

with 8 Uruguayan students 

in Nuestro Salvador Lut-

heran Church, I have inte-

grated some of the Uru-

guayan lifestyle into my 

life. A big difference is the 

pace the people move 

here. Back home it’s 

always go-go-go. Here 

though, I’ve been told 

tranquilo many times. 

One of my favorite things 

to do is listen to music 

with the students.  They 

have so much passion 

and are always singing or 

playing the guitar at din-

ner (usually 10:30) or in 

the sala (living room). I 

have grown accustomed 

to “mate,” a tea-like drink 

that is very popular in 

Argentina and Uruguay.  

Mate is a great representa-

tion of how comunal the 

people are. Sharing Mate 

has this power to bring 

people together and start 

conversation.  We are al-

ways drinking it at the 

hogar (home), on the go 

and at work.    

My favorite moment 

so far happened last 

week on the bus 

while going to the 

park with the niños.  

A blind lady boarded 

(subió) and started 

singing for money.  

“Great, I don’t have 

any money and it’s 

hot and I just want 

to get off this stupid 

bus,” I thought.  

Then all of a sudden 

the chorus came 

and all the niños 

belted out in song. It 

was one of the most 

beautiful things I 

have ever heard. 

The singing itself 

was pretty awful, 

but the tears rolling 

down the blind 

lady’s face nearly 

brought tears to mi-

ne.    
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I am very blessed to work at  

La Obra Ecuménica in the Ba-

rrio Burro of Montevideo.  In 

the mornings, adolescent kids 

ages 14-17 have classes such 

as cooking and sports in which 

I help out in.  On Thursdays, I 

sit in on Apoyo de Estudiantes.  

This class is for those who 

need a little extra help on 

math, geography etc.  Working 

on a math problem is a good 

way to converse with the stu-

dents.   

In the afternoons, los niños 

and niñas, ages 8-13 arrive 

after classes at school.  Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday 

they take classes at La Obra 

such as art, theater (FLOW), 

math class and dance class. 

I have decided to follow my 

creative side and help out 

with the theater class on 

these days.  Tuesdays and 

Thursdays the niños go to 

the pool.  What amazes me 

the most about La Obra is 

how I see God in the little 

things. The smiles on their 

faces is enough to forget 

that many come from a very 

tough family situation.  Furt-

hermore, as volunteers, ma-

ny of us have this idea that 

we’re going to change their 

structure and ideas. But this 

is not always the case. Many 

times, like work here at La 

Obra, just being present is 

God’s work.  Being someone 

the kids can hug or complain 

to, even if the language is 

difficult, is faith in action.     

La Obra 

Nuestro Salvador Lutheran Church 

with the church yet but it 

will most likely include 

youth gatherings on Sa-

turday mornings.  Many of 

you, as well as myself, 

thought that I would be 

working with an AIDS pro-

ject.  That still might hap-

pen but as of right now 

we are working out time 

differences.  

I look forward to sharing 

my faith journey with you 

throughout the year.  I 

greatly appreciate all the 

prayers and support as we 

grow in our faith.  

Besos y abrazos! 

Dave 

I want to gives thanks to my 

Lutheran brothers and sis-

ters here in Montevideo for 

hosting me.  Nuestro Salva-

dor is a great, cute, little 

congregation.  I am one of 

about 3-10 people in wors-

hip (culto) every Sunday but 

look forward to chapel 

(capilla) in the mornings.  I 

haven’t started my other job 
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One of my favorite 

alimentos (foods) 

is the meat.  Uru-

guayans love Asa-

dos as shown here 

Club de Niños Equipo  

I would love for you 

to contact me this 

year!  
 

drmatyi89@gmail.com 

 Roommates: 

Germán 

Celi 

Adi 

Fucú 

Enzo 
Don’t forget to follow 

me on Tumblr! 

 

davematyi.tumblr.com 




