
- Lent & Easter 2013 

-  For our Lenten project in 2013, we took on a totally different 

focus; baptism. The congregation gathered old clothes and used water 

bottles. We collected rock, smooth stone, and discarded items. Out of 

things that didn’t seem usable, we created Lenten banners, an Easter 

water sculpture, and a glorious baptismal font in the narthex to, in 

the words of our mission outreach coordinator, “whisper to us…of our 

infinite value as God’s children.” For the second week of Lent, stones 

were gathered with all of the names of members from Good Shepherd 

and placed in and all around the baptismal font, which came out two 

times larger than was planned!  

- Brita Taraks, one of our art leaders at Good Shepherd, remarked, “It 

was God’s joke on us. We had thought of baptism as a small, 

ceremonial event, but now we know it’s really as large as life. Baptism 

went from a personal rite to something that fills your life.” By adding 

all of our names, we recognized that all of us were loved and 

embraced by God and it invited us to see each other anew.  

  



 

 

For Lent, we wanted to take seemingly worthless items and reclaim and 

fashion them into something beautiful. Worn-out clothing was transformed 

into a Lenten banner of earthy browns, blues and purples. For Easter, the 

banners were transformed again into the sparkling white and gold of Easter 

glory. A sculpture made entirely out of plastic water bottles (pictured 

below) that were cut apart, baked and refashioned was placed above the 

altar. As light danced over its ever-changing form as it spun and dangled, it 

reminded us again to remember our baptism and know that God could use 

our tired and frightened selves for beautiful work in the world. 



 

 



Our Easter offering plates were also made from discarded plastic water 

bottles. Their dynamic shapes suggest the unique life God has given each 

one of us. The holes in the plates remind that our gifts are not be contained 

or kept back, that what we give flows into the world. 

How to Make Banners: 

How to Make Ichthus Easter sculpture: 

How to make offering plates 

How Font was created. 


