
Lent/Easter 2011 (Year A) 

The focus for this year was the Lord’s Prayer and the act of praying in 

general. We utilized prayer caches for members to place their prayers in. 

Later, prayers were ground up and used to create Easter symbols. The 

prayers went on a Lenten journey with us an experienced their own 

transformation through the power of a blender! Sunday school children re-

purposed 5,000 sheets of used office paper to create seven white panels 

adorning the chancel wall for Easter. The symbols included: shell 

(baptism), lamb, house (there are many rooms in God’s house), the empty 

cross (new life), dove (Holy Spirit), grapes and bread (communion), and a 

circle for the empty tomb.  

Prayer caches made of burlap, sticks, bark, jut rope and other simple crude 

materials reminded us that we are but dust. Caches were designed to hold 

the colorful prayer papers that congregants contributed like a mailbox 

holds mail. They had three locations for the prayer caches – sanctuary, 

narthex, and Sunday school lobby area to reach people where they are. 

Prayers were safely and confidentially contained as they awaited their 

Easter transformation! 

The prayer caches along with the prayers they held and the bulletins from 

each week of Lent were ground up and transformed into paper pulp to 

decorate the chancel or the front of the church for Easter. Instructions for 

this process are included below. 

- Pictures of easter seed circles  

- Pictures of prayer caches 

- Readings for Lent/Easter Sunday (Year A) 



 

 



So, how do you make a prayer cache? 

For the season of Lent in 2011, our church took an intentional turn 

towards learning more about prayer. Prayer caches were utilized as a sort of 

depository for the prayers of the people. A supply of small, colored slips of 

paper were made available in the pews and the narthex. People were invited 

to write their prayers on slips and prayers and the drop them into the 

caches. After Palm Sunday during Holy Week, the caches were emptied and 

the slips of papers were transformed into little discs of handmade paper 

with seeds embedded in them. Prayers were transformed physically into 

symbols of the resurrection! 

What You’ll Need: 

Think of a prayer cache as just a large burlap sack (you could use 

other fabric options) for holding prayers. It can be supported on a banner 

stand or hung on a wall. If you don’t have banner stands or if your church 

walls limit you, you could create a burlap-covered box instead, not unlike 

what we had in elementary school on Valentine’s Day. 

We hung prayer caches in the sanctuary, narthex and basically any high-

traffic area to remind people to pray. We also had mini caches for the 

Sunday school rooms.  

For the materials, we used burlap, bark, sticks, seed pods, wool yarn – all 

intended to be symbolic of our mortality. Using natural materials reminds 

people that we are interconnected with all of life. We used a hot glue gun to 

attach sticks and seed pods and yarn needle for simple sewing.  

The prayer caches should have deposit slots that are easily reached no 

matter how tall the person is. The idea is to ensure the confidentiality of 

each prayer dropped in. To be sure the slots were easily visible, we used 

heavy yarn as a border.  

How did you turn the prayers into seed discs? 

This was a fun and easy job and a great project for all ages. Once we 

removed the prayers from the prayer cache, we sorted them into different 

paper colors. This was to prevent the different colors of paper from 



becoming muddy. Then we put each color group of paper through a regular 

office paper shredder to make “confetti.” Each color of confetti was put into 

a regular kitchen blender with water and whirred into a colorful slop. Then 

we stirred in some flower seeds and transferred the paper batter into squirt 

bottles.  

Next, you make some mesh screens for drying paper. Take metal 

screening and stretch it over a frame or large plastic storage bin. You can 

also just take a small square of screen and form it over the top of a large 

coffee can. Squirt the paper batter on top of the screens into small discs 

(ours were about 3-4 inches). The water drops through the screens, the 

batter dries and turns into paper. It will take awhile for the paper batter to 

dry, and how quickly it dries depends on the drying conditions of the room. 

Starting the week before Palm Sunday to practice this process will help take 

some stress out of things. The colorful discs of dried paper were handed out 

at the Easter service.  

Here is a note taken from an Easter Sunday bulletin, “Prayers were ground 

into a pulp this past week and garden seeds were added. Many from the 

congregation pressed the pulp into today’s symbol of the resurrection – the 

empty tomb.” Members were invited to take the empty tomb symbol home 

to plant it in the ground. Just as the prayers were once buried in the cache, 

now they are buried in the earth. As we watched the seeds grow, they could 

reflect on how God’s strength is stronger than the difficulties in our lives – 

that the dead ends in our lives are not the end of the story but opportunities 

for something new. The barrenness in our lives are the fertile ground for 

God’s promise of a new life. 


