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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

It’s been wonderful to be back with you again this past month and a half! I missed you while 
away, and it is so good to be worshiping together again! Thank you for the gift of this sabbatical. 
It was everything it needed to be.

The courtyard and other landscaping are stunning. Thank you to all who had any part of this 
project, both financially and with volunteer hours – over 250 volunteer hours I’m told! A very 
special thank you to Bill and Linda Kerker for your design and work on this project, and to all 
our dedicated gardeners who have taken such tender care of our courtyard for so many years 
– those still with us, those who have gone on before us and those no longer able to physically 
care for the space (page 4). 

My first week back was the last week of summer musical theater camp. This place was electric! 
There was so much energy and enthusiasm pulsing through the building! “Draw Back the 
Curtain” (page 6) will give you a feel for the excitement.

What joy it was to have Pastor Tadese and Dr. Tariku, our dear friends from Ethiopia, here 
with us this summer. Karen Walhof did fabulous work, lining up conversations and meetings 
for and with our travelers (page 14). We are profoundly grateful for these friendships.

I'm looking forward to education starting up again! (pages 8 & 17). Heather Roth Johnson will 
be completing her seminary education by doing a two-year, part-time internship at Good 
Shepherd, while she and Mark Halvorson continue to strengthen our Children, Youth and 
Family ministries (page 15). And, if you would like to participate in one of our most important 
Sunday morning ministries, consider the altar guild (page 9).

The popular Over Coffee Series is taking on a new look this fall with the retirement of Herb 
Morgenthaler last spring. There will continue to be interesting and provocative speakers, with 
a different format – around conversations together. This past Advent we had a four-week series 
on race relations. This fall there will be a three-week series on sexual orientation, identity and 
behavior (page 17). Conversation around these difficult topics is critical for people of faith as 
we live Christ’s second greatest commandment: to love our neighbor as ourselves.

And how ‘bout those kids and their adult leaders?! Wow – what a trip that was to Harlan! (See 
the cover article.) Be sure to ask them, as you see them in church, to tell you about more 
experiences they had!

I am grateful as always to serve this faithful community of Good Shepherd and look forward 
to our fall together.

Peace and blessings to you,

Pastor Debra Samuelson 
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WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Many thanks to members Bill and Linda Kerker of Kerker 
Inc., professional landscapers, who led a team of volunteers 
in the hard work to create again a green, airy outdoor room.

At Pastor Samuelson’s behest, the Kerkers designed the 
revamped area. Their plan was presented to the Property 
Board and the Courtyard Gardening Committee. Then 
Congregation President Cathy Roinas presented the plan to 
the Council, which gave their permission to raise funds for 
the project. Cost was estimated at $30,000. Property 
Committee chair Craig Brandt put out a call for volunteer 
workers. 

The Kerkers’ planting plan for the courtyard included new 
trees, more perennials and inclusion of some heritage plants. 
During the building renovations last year, the awning on 
the west wing of our church’s quadrangle was removed so 
that the courtyard could be seen and enjoyed from the coffee 
shop area. The existing three large trees were craned out as 
well to accommodate the Foundation Bridge and changes 
to the entrances and stairwell into the courtyard. That set 
the stage for the work to come.

Next came pulling out plants and weeds, grinding up the 
tree stumps and digging out bad soil. Cleaning out some of 
the plants more fully revealed the stone serpentine bench 
on the south side, a key feature of the original courtyard.

This work was not for the faint of heart. “One Saturday we 
worked it was stinking hot,” recalled Linda Kerker. 

The three sculptures in the space, "Resurrection" and ". . . and the 
Greatest of These Is Love" by the late Paul Granlund and "The 
Generations" by Knud Knudsen were resituated.

With the bad soil out and hauled away, new rich soil was brought 
in. Several new trees were planted. Eventually, there will be 
some shade for summer Sunday worship, “perhaps sooner than 
later,” according to the Kerkers. 

Sustainability was a factor in the replanting of the courtyard, 
so more shrubs and perennials were planted. Nancy Shelstad 
shared heritage plants from her own garden. Debbie Anderson 
brought plants that had been nurtured by her late mother, 
longtime member Alma Anderson. 

The work on our renewed sanctuary under the sky was completed 
in July. We gratefully acknowledge the hard work of the those 
who donated an estimated 250 hours of volunteer time: Linda 
Kerker, Bill Kerker, Marian Nichols, Sam Nichols, JoAnn 
Newland, Cathy Roinas, Virginia Morgenthaler, Herb 
Morgenthaler, Renee Raether, Craig Brandt, Andrea Brandt, Ben 
Brandt, William Brandt, Ron Hovland, Dave Dubke, Joel Marty, 
Mark Read, Mike Thomes, Brian Weist, Allen Campbell, Rob 
Albright, Jon Clark, Charles Tanger and Boy Scout Troop 6!

BY ANN BURCKHARDT 

C O U R T Y A R D  R E N E W E D
OUR INTERIOR COURTYARD, OUR SANCTUARY UNDER THE SKY, HAS A NEW LIFE. 
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SCROOGE,  
THE MUSICAL 

OLIVER

ANNIE JR.

THE BEST 
CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER

WILLIE WONKA  
AND THE  
CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY

GODSPELL

JOSEPH AND 
THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR 
DREAMCOAT

DRAW BACK THE CURTAIN
the dream behind good shepherd's performing 

arts program and the christmas musicals 

BY CATHY ROINAS

“you are what you feel”
Some folks dream of the wonders they'll do

Before their time on this planet is through

Some just don't have anything planned

They hide their hopes and their heads in the sand

Now I don't say who is wrong, who is right

But if by chance you are here for the night

Then all I need is an hour or two

To tell the tale of a dreamer like you

We all dream a lot -- some are lucky, some are not

But if you think it, want it, dream it, then it's real

You are what you feel

But all that I say can be told another way

In the story of a boy whose dreams came true

And he could be you

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER, “JOSEPH AND  
THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT”
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The dream began at the Lake 
Harriet Bandshell summer 
worship service in 2010, when 
Tor Johnson was asked by 
Pastor Debra Samuelson if he 
was interested in the Chorister 
Choir director position at 
Good Shepherd. Not long 
after that she approached him 
again with a wider vision: 
What could he create with a 
half-time performing arts 
position? Tor was excited 
about the possibilities, and a 
few months later he was 
planning the first Christmas 
musical. A Performing Arts 
ministry was born.

This was not Tor’s f irst 
experience with musical 
theater for children. At Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Man-
hattan, he worked for seven 
years with kids in the after-
school program, doing 
children’s musicals and 
starting a summer musical 
theater camp.

The first Christmas musical, 
“Scrooge,” included a multi-
generational cast of Good 
Shepherd members. In 
subsequent years, the cast has 
expanded to incorporate 

neighbors and friends, many of 
whom participate in Summer 
Musical Theater Camp, which 
began in summer 2011 and 
continues to grow. 

The musical productions have 
delighted participants and 
audience members alike. Tor 
chooses musicals that are 
familiar, so they can be easily 
redesigned for a cast of mostly 
children, and the familiar 
music is easier to learn. 
Auditions are held for lead 
roles, but Tor encourages 
participation by splitting up 
key roles and solos, or by 
assigning a small group of 
singers to a solo part. He 
doesn’t stay locked into 
genders assigned by the 
original script or score either.

With casts that can range in 
size from 30 to 70, the biggest 
challenge is logistics. Tor’s 
formula for rehearsals is: 1) 
learn the music; 2) learn 
choreography, entrances, stage 
placement; and 3) timing and 
memorizing lines (if applicable). 
Tor hires two high school 
students to do any needed 
choreography, which he freely 
admits is not his specialty.
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From the beginning, two 
special people have been pillars 
of the musical productions. 
Cathy Davenport and Ingrid 
Krafve have volunteered 
countless hours supporting 
Tor with the Christmas 
musicals, as well as the 
Summer Music Theater Camp. 
They have taken on costumes 
and props, wrangling children 
at rehearsals and during 
performances, providing 
snacks and drinks, distractions, 
direction, and all of the many 
details that are needed with 
these productions. Ingrid has 
been a cast member as well in 
most productions. Tor is 
grateful for their support, and 
he emphasizes that he could 
not put on the Christmas 
musicals without them.

The renovated sanctuary has 
made staging the Christmas 
musicals significantly better 
– it’s flexible and liberating.  
The altar and lectern can be 
moved to create a large space 
without bringing in the 
portable stage sections which 
weighed 100 pounds each. The 
sturdy risers can now be 
utilized as well.

This year’s Christmas musical 
will be “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat,” which tells the 
tale of Joseph and his brothers 
using multiple styles of catchy 
music from country to calypso. 
Auditions will be held in mid-
September, with rehearsals 
beginning the last week in 
September. Performances will 
be December 8, 9 and 10.

As the lyrics to the opening to 
the right indicate, Joseph is a 
story about a boy whose 
dreams come true. Six years 
ago, Tor could only have 
dreamed that the Performing 
Arts Program would be such 
a vital outreach ministry for 
Good Shepherd. With the 
support of a grant from the 
Good Shepherd Foundation, 
a Performing Arts ministry 
came to be!

So, if by chance you have an 
hour or two in December, be 
sure to attend one of the 
performances of “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat.” 

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

P E R F O RM I N G

UPDATES
ARTS
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BY ELISE TWETEN

I once had the opportunity to attend a monthly altar 
guild meeting this past winter. I was given more treats 
than I could handle, and I laughed more than I have in 
some time. The room was abuzz with scheduling, and the 
leaders were assigning members to different Sundays. 
Currently, the altar guild consists of twenty or so women 
of all ages, but they’re hoping this will change. Since 
some members are going to “retire,” the altar guild is 
seeking new members of any age or gender to serve 
alongside them for the most important job there is to do 
at church – setting the table. 

Every Sunday, two members of the altar guild set up the 
altar and make sure that the eternal candle is lit, there’s 
enough wine and bread for all of us, and the Altar Book is 
in place. Our chalices and other silverware were made in 
Norway and some of our altar paraments were made in 
Ethiopia, connecting us to churches in other parts of the 
world every time we come to the table. Altar guilders keep 
track of flagons, towels, ciboria, veils and purificators. (If 
you don’t know what those items are, ask a member!)

If there’s full communion – meaning that the rails make 
their appearance – the altar guild ensures that there are 
enough small chalices for all. If you’ve ever looked closely, 
you would notice that names of saints who have gone before 
us and have been altar guild members are engraved on the 
chalices. Communion connects us to the past and reminds 
us of those who have cheered us on and brought us to the 
table in partnership with the Spirit. On the other hand, 
communion looks to the future, strengthening us for the 
hard work this world needs. Jesus meets us in the present at 
communion where we take part in his very life. So saying 
that communion is an important part of our life together 
would be a major understatement.

Serving on altar guild is a wonderful way (and low-
commitment way!) to serve the body of Christ. To find out 
more about joining, please contact Carla Sykora, altar guild 
president for the coming year. Thanks to the president in 
2015-2016, Susan Johnson. The altar guild invites men as 
well as women to participate. Everyone is welcome!

Secrets of  
the Sacristy: 

THE JOYS OF ALTAR GUILD

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
TRIP TO ROCHESTER
We will travel south to Rochester for a day’s tour 
of city highlights. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
OMNI THEATER
The year 2016 is the 100-year anniversary of our 
national park system, and we will travel to the 
Omni Theater at the Minnesota Science Museum 
in St. Paul to view the film “National Parks 
Adventure.”

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3
LUNCHEON AND ENTERTAINMENT
A buffet lunch in Fellowship Hall will be followed 
by a musical program by the Treble Tones, a choral 
group from the Robbinsdale area; Daisy Carlson 
is a member. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S 
BY KAREN WILKINSON

TRINITY REQUIEM TO BE PRESENTED ON ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 6, our 
worship will be enriched by 
Philadelphia composer 
Robert Moran’s beautiful 
Trinity Requiem, presented 
by the Good Shepherd Choir 
and instrumental ensemble. 
This profound work for choir, 
organ, harp, and four cellos 
was originally commissioned 
for the Youth Choir of Trinity 

Church, Wall Street, in New 
York City, to commemorate 
the 10th anniversary of 9/11. 
“The composer found 
inspiration in the all-too- 
common grief found in war 
zones around the world (such 
as Kosovo and London) when 
children suddenly lose their 
families to violence” (Trinity 
Requiem recording notes).

Robert Moran writes: 
I remember so many past stories of 
children who had lost their 
parents, their families, in fact lost 
everything to wars, famine, 
vicious governments, natural 
catastrophes such as Katrina. 
Trinity Requiem is a reflection 
upon those thousands of children 
throughout the world with no 
future and little if any hope. We 
all hope that this work will be of 
some comfort to those listeners who 
have lost beloved friends.

Originally written for treble 
voices, the composer has 
created an edition for mixed 
voices, which is the version 
we will experience on 
November 6. Mark your 
calendars for this poignant 
and unique offering of 
worship and music.

BY RALPH JOHNSON, DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC
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It is an exciting time to be a Sunday school teacher here at 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd! In addition to 
watching children grow in their faith from birth to their first 
Sunday school experience (in the 2s and 3s class that my wife 
Joy and I teach with Jessica Ballin) to confirmation, we will 
be blessed to have Heather Roth Johnson (our Director of 
Children and Family Ministry) serve as our pastoral intern 
while earning her pastoral degree.

I remember when, shortly after she joined the staff here in 
2013, Heather approached Joy and me about not only teaching 
Sunday school (Joy has been teaching Sunday school for over 
ten years; I had been helping out as needed after we got married 
in 2009), but also leading the Early Childhood Sunday school 

B E G I N S  A G A I N !

BY KEVIN ROELLINGER

Lifelines, our Sunday morning Bible study, focuses on 
the Narrative Lectionary text appointed for the day, with 
in-depth teaching based both in the text itself and in the 
context of the larger story or book. In addition, we have 
tried to make a point of getting at just how a given text 
has an impact on our day-to-day faith, and day-to-day 
living. We will be asking questions like:

	
•		What	does	the	Creation	story	of	Genesis	

2	have	to	say	to	us	today?

•		How	can	Hannah’s	prayer	(1	Samuel	1)	
shape	our	faith	and	shape	the	way	we	pray?

•		Is	it	possible	for	us	to	live	lives	of	
gracious	acceptance	and	forgiveness	
(such	as	we	see	from	God	in	the	story	of	
Jonah)	in	a	world	divided	by	racism,	fear,	
violence	and	ignorance?

This year we will also be taking greater advantage of the 
media capabilities in the fellowship hall – from 
Powerpoint, to video and audio clips, all of which will be 
displayed on our Bible-study blog page, https://
withgodatthecenter.wordpress.com/.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

LIFELINES
IN 2 0 1 6

Our	goal	is	to	let	God’s	Word	speak	to	
us,	as	we	speak	together	about	what	

this	word	means	for	us,	today.

opening and closing segments with puppets and storytelling 
as well. She mentioned that she likes finding certain people to 
do certain things, and it’s wonderful to see children here forming 
relationships with their Sunday school teachers (both adults 
and teens) that extend beyond the classrooms.

It’s also wonderful, as children progress through Sunday 
school, to have, for lack of a better term, “remember when” 
moments. (Remember when he was in our Sunday school 
class? Now his younger sibling is in our class. Remember 
when she was in our Sunday school class? Now she is helping 
teach children that age.) We are truly blessed to welcome 
these children back Sunday after Sunday as they feed the 
hunger they have to learn about God.

One of our newest ways to watch our children grow in their 
faith are our G.I.F.T. classes. Whether it’s receiving Bibles as 
preschoolers and third graders or learning the Ten 
Commandments, Lord’s Prayer or Apostles’ Creed, these classes 
are a wonderful opportunity for kids and parents to talk about 
the Bible together.

Heather's leadership and the involvement of members of our 
congregation make this dynamic ministry come alive for our 
children! At Storytime during worship, children, teens and 
adults are invited to participate at certain points during the 
story.  This participation helps build a sense of community that 
children can feel. Here’s to another wonderful and exciting 
year of Sunday school! See you at church!



It seems like just yesterday that we 
traveled with rental vans down these 
beautiful winding country roads. This 
summer, 11 youth and leaders made the 
pilgrimage back to Harlan, Kentucky, 
for a week of home repair, relationship 
building and living out our faith 
through service and mission to others.

We prepared as best we could, talking 
about poverty and inequality, how Jesus 
has called us to be in service to the "least 
of these." We spent time practicing with 
drills, measuring tapes and circular saws, 
learning about job site safety, and the 
importance of returning with the same 
number of fingers as you started with. 
We knew going in that we would be 
hammering and nailing, climbing ladders 
and meeting new people. We talked about 
our fears, our goals and things that we 
were excited about. We wondered 
together about the landscape and the 
condition of homes and the personalities 
of the people we would meet.

A WEEK IN HARLAN, KENTUCKY:

SHARING HAMMERS AND HOPE
BY MARK HALVORSON, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

Once again, as with all mission and 
service experiences, I believe we walked 
away having received more than we 
gave. We learned about life in a different 
part of our country that felt like it was 
worlds away. We yet again realized that 
we have more in common with others 
than we have differences. 

As we worked side by side with home-
owners and community members, it 
became clear that we were not there to 
help out, but rather to share life together 
and learn from each other the value and 
importance of friendship, faith, teamwork, 
humility, compassion and discipleship.

We now are home, showered and cleaned. 
Our tools have been put away and images 
of the trip shared with others. We 
travelers, and those that have gone before 
us, now have the difficult job of expressing 
the experiences that we had, trying to put 
into words interactions and opportunities 
that are a bit tricky to capture adequately.

SOME TRUTHS:

We are called to serve 
others, and in that service 
we recognize what we 
have been given and what 
we need to learn from 
each other.

 The grace of God is ours, 
and no amount of physical 
work earns our way to 
heaven. However, being 
open to what God has 
done in our lives and 
honest about how much 
we are loved fills us with 
the desire to show that 
love to others. This time it 
took the form of roofing 
and digging holes, and 
Dairy Hut laughter.

 It's OK to stop every once 
in a while and sit on a front 
porch and listen to the rain 
hit a tin roof.

 While we have much to 
share and the resources to 
do just that, it is not more 
important than what we 
have to learn from others 
or the work that we can  
do together.

 Harlan is now a memory, 
and experiences that we as 
a group had – and that this 
congregation supported 
– are unforgettable and will 
impact us for years and 
years to come.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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OUR ETHIOPIAN VISITORS
BY KAREN WALHOF

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

At four different times, members of Good Shepherd and 
friends have gone to Aira, Ethiopia, each visit deepening 
the relationship between our congregation and God’s 
people there. We have gotten a picture of what their lives 
are like, of the challenges they face, of our shared faith 
and humanity. We have grown to love each other in Christ.

This August two members of the church from Aira were 
able to visit us at Good Shepherd. Pastor Tadese Disasa, 
president of the Onesimus Nesib Seminary in Aira, and 
Dr. Tariku Wakuma Kenea, chief medical off icer at Aira 
Hospital, spent three weeks with us. They met colleagues 
in their respective f ields – at colleges and seminaries for 
Pastor Tadese, at hospitals and clinics for Dr. Tariku. 
They saw a glimpse of life in Minnesota U.S.A. They 
visited with old friends from Ethiopia now living in this 
area. They experienced worship and service at Good 
Shepherd. They looked into our eyes, came to know us 
better and offered hands of friendship. And, for many of 
us, they became the faces of our brothers and sisters in 
Aira.

Pastor Tadese said, “As I spoke to your congregation, I 
imagined bringing all of the Good Shepherd people to 
the crowded Lalo Aira congregation’s building, to worship 
God together.” Now isn’t that a vision of God’s church!

We are one in Christ; it echoes through time and across 
oceans. During August we experienced it in new 
dimensions. God has called us together in our baptism, 
and its waters f low through us, joining us in mysterious 
and rich ways. God willing, we’re going back to Ethiopia 
in December, to once again be God’s people together.

ONE	IN	CHRIST:		

I WISH YOU ALL COULD HAVE SEEN 

I WISH YOU ALL COULD HAVE HEARD

. . .  the looks on the faces of the Quilters when Pastor 
Tadese talked about the struggles of the women 
seminarians – to be accepted and to be funded 

. . .  the wonder on his face when we entered Byerlys, to see 
the abundance of food readily available to us 

. . .  the joy in Dr. Tariku’s eyes when he talked about the 
equipment available to Aira Hospital at Global Health 
Ministries 

. . .  the confidence he displayed as he talked about 
observing surgery here, familiar in many ways to him, 
although in quite different surroundings 

. . . the warm embraces of so many when they arrived 

. . .  the kind appreciation they showed missionaries who 
had served in Ethiopia in times past 

. . .  the appreciation and urgency they voiced at our 
continuing partnership 

. . .  the words of ELCA Global Mission executive director 
Rafael Malpica: "Like Good Shepherd, others in the 
ELCA long for restoration of the relationship between 
our churches"

. . .  the strong words of Pastor Tadese: “We are one in 
Christ,” the same words spoken by Pastor Samuelson 
when we visited their congregation 
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10 QUESTIONS	WITH	
HEATHER ROTH 
JOHNSON AND 
PASTOR DEBRA 
S A M U E L S O N

BY CAITLIN CANFIELD

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN MINISTRY?

HEATHER: 20 years
PASTOR SAMUELSON: 33 years

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE  
PART OF MINISTRY?

HEATHER: I love VBS and why because it’s a cross-
generational ministry that teaches the love of Jesus.

WHEN WILL YOUR INTERN ROLE  
OFFICIALLY BEGIN?

HEATHER: August 22

DID SOMETHING SPECIFIC CALL YOU TO 
PURSUE SEMINARY?

HEATHER: That’s a loaded question. Some people have a 
“burning bush” call, quick and spontaneous, and for others 
God’s call unravels over time. For me, it is a little bit of both. 
When I was little kid I would tell my parents that my kids 
would grow up far away from their home, because I always 
wanted to be a missionary. Looking back, I never knew if 
that meant Madagascar or Minnesota. The point is at a young 
age the call has always been there. From missionary work to 
children’s ministry to my pursuit as a seminarian, it is all 
about timing, and now the timing is just right. 

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD 
TO DURING YOUR INTERNSHIP?

HEATHER: Growing and learning from our great pastoral 
leadership especially from Senior Pastor Debra Samuelson. 

WHAT WILL YOUR ROLE LOOK LIKE AT GOOD 
SHEPHERD FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS?

PASTOR SAMUELSON: The purpose of internship is to 
get exposure to the many different aspects of ministry to which 
a pastor is called: leading worship, preaching, teaching, pastoral 
care, committee/team work, stewardship, working with children, 
youth and families, administration, evangelism, living the gospel. 
Children’s ministry will continue as the vibrant ministry that it 

has been. Over the course of the next two years Heather will be 
adding those learning experiences where she has had less 
involvement: preaching, visits and pastoral care, administration 
and expanding her teaching to multiple generations. 

She and Mark Halvorson are also looking together at a new flow 
for Children/Youth/Family overall. I’m excited for Heather and 
for the congregation as we move forward in this venture! 

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE HYMNS?

HEATHER: I love “Beautiful Savior.” It was my Dad’s favorite.
PASTOR SAMUELSON: "Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My 
Song." It speaks so clearly to the life of faith.

WHEN YOU’RE NOT AT GOOD SHEPHERD, 
WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE WAYS 
TO PASS THE TIME?

HEATHER: Either on my bike or swimming as far as exercise. 
Otherwise, I’m a mom and that is a full time job! 
PASTOR SAMUELSON: Our daughter Miriam and her 
husband Daniel come over every Sunday after church for a 
good old-fashioned Sunday dinner; I love it! Having Peter 
back home is pure joy (well, almost pure joy). And of course 
there’s Bikko my dog; I can never spend too much time with 
my Pug.

WHAT WOULD SURPRISE US ABOUT YOU?

HEATHER: I’m a vegetarian EXCEPT I love bacon, 
pepperoni and chicken ONLY from Chick-Fil-A. 
PASTOR SAMUELSON: I have two tattoos, and I went 
skydiving!

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT GOOD 
SHEPHERD?

HEATHER: It’s the people. The people make the church. 
Church relationships matter, and these people matter. 
PASTOR SAMUELSON: Without hesitation it’s the people 
here I love so dearly.
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DEATHS 
10.09.09 - 06.29.16 
EMMA	HAGON

11.01.19 - 7.15.16 
ALVERA	HIRSCHEY

2.15.22 - 7.25.16 
JOHN	CURRY

BAPTISMS
8.10.16 
LORENZO	JAMES	MICELI

NEW MEMBERS
DAVID	AND	LINDA	GRONG

PAT	GROSHENS

CORY	KNIGHT

CATHY	MOONEY

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD

11
18
25

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Series 1: “Created by Our God”

SEPTEMBER

Creation and Fall
Abraham’s Descendants 
Joseph, the Dreamer

Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8
Genesis 15:1-6 
Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21

02
09

OCTOBER

Passover and Deliverance
The Golden Calf

Exodus 12:1-14; 13:1-10
Exodus 32:1-14

16
23
30

Series 2: “A God Who Answers Us” 
God’s Answer for Hannah
God’s Promise to David 
God’s Care for the Widow

1 Samuel 1:3-11, 19-20; 2:1-10
2 Samuel 7:1-17
1 Kings 17:1-16

06
13
20

NOVEMBER

Jonah, and God’s Mercy 

Isaiah, and God’s Calling
Jeremiah, and God’s Promise

Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11]
Isaiah 6:1-8
Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34

27

Series 3: Advent, “Our God is . . .”
A God of Hope Daniel 6:6-27 Advent 1

DECEMBER
4
11
18
24
25

A God of Mercy
A God of Justice
A God of Promise
... One Like Us
A God of Glory

Joel 2:12-13, 28-29
Isaiah 61:1-11
Luke 1:26-56
Luke 2:1-7
Luke 2:8-20

Advent 2
Advent 3
Advent 4

OUR CONVERSATION LEADERS:

We are living in a world, in a culture, where the 
sexual landscape has been shifting for some 
time. Matters of sexual orientation, identity and 
behavior may never have been as simple as 
female/male, hetero-, homo-, or bi-sexuality, but 
now the conversation is even more complex. We 
may hear terms such as a-sexual, trans-sexual, 
transgender, cisgender, non-binary, intersex, 
etc., employed, and we struggle to know what to 
think about all of this.

The church has struggled, and struggles still, to 
talk about matters of human sexuality. 

Our goal at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd is to engage in thoughtful, respectful, 
meaningful and faithful conversation together.  
Our purpose is not to change minds or to come 
to a consensus, but to talk and to listen and to 
try to understand. 

We hope that you will join us, three consecutive 
Thursday evenings in September, 6:00-7:30 
p.m., for prayerful conversation around 
questions of human sexuality and identity.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

SEXUAL ORIENTATION,  
IDENTITY, AND BEHAVIOR

MARY LOWE

Born and raised in Alaska, I began asking 
theological questions at an early age: How did 
God create the magnificent mountains? What 
does the Bible say about evil? What does it 
mean to be made in the image of God? These 
and many other questions have led me on a 
fascinating theological journey – a journey that 
continues now with my students at Augsburg. 

My current research focuses on new 
understandings of the human person with 
special attention to the doctrine of sin, the 
image of God, and human sexuality.  
I came to Augsburg in 2003 after completing 
my doctoral studies at the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley. I’ve also lived and studied 
in the Seattle area, Chicago, the Twin Cities, 
Holden Village, and the country of Swaziland, 
where I did my pastoral internship. When I’m 
not teaching, I enjoy making music with friends, 
biking, skiing, baking and camping.

MIRIAM  
SAMUELSON- 

ROBERTS

A graduate of St. Olaf College and Yale 
Divinity School, Miriam is a candidate for 
ordination in the ELCA. A bisexual woman 
married to a man, she is on the leadership 
team of Proclaim, an association of LGBTQ+ 
seminarians and rostered leaders in the ELCA. 
She and her husband Daniel live in Minneapolis.

PRESENTS: REAL CONVERSATIONS
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  

OF RELIGION,  
AUGSBURG COLLEGE

Karl serves as Teaching Pastor at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd. 

A graduate of St. Olaf College (’92), Luther 
Seminary (M.Div., ‘96) and Providence 
Theological School (Th.D., ’14), Jacobson is 
contributing author to Crazy Talk: A Not-So-
Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms 
(Augsburg Fortress, 2008) and Crazy Book: 
A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Biblical Terms 
(Augsburg Fortress, 2009), and has 
contributed commentary on selected psalms 
in The Lectionary Commentary: The Psalm 
and Hymn Responses for Worship and 
Preaching, (Eerdmans, 2009), and study 
notes for Obadiah and Joel in the Lutheran 
Study Bible, and blogs about the Bible and 
popular culture at https://bibpopcult.
wordpress.com/. His most recent publication 
is the commentary on the Book of Numbers 
in the Fortress Commentary on the Bible: Old 
Testament and Apocrypha (Fortress, 2014).

KARL N. 
JACOBSON

EDUCATION: 
•  B.A. Pacific Lutheran 

University, Tacoma, WA

•  M.Div. Luther Seminary,  
St. Paul, MN

•  Ph. D. Graduate 
Theological Union, 
Berkeley, CA

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
The radical landscape of human sexuality 

The radical promise of Isaiah 56:1-8

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
The science of sexual orientation 

The spiritual orientation of Ephesians 4:25-5:2

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
The particular challenges of human sexuality 

The particular calling of Romans 1:18-32
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Just about the best week of my year 
(other than my anniversary—I hope 
you’re reading this, Angela) is a week 
I spend with a couple of my seminary 
classmates, my brother, and a couple of 
his seminary classmates. We spend a 
portion of each day studying (sometimes 
it’s Scripture, sometimes church history, 
sometimes preaching), another portion 
of day at play (be it golf, or horseshoes, 
or dominoes, or board games), a final 
portion in pure fellowship and mutual 
conversation. We have seen one another 
through cancer, lymes disease, divorce, 
career rollercoasters, and more. There 
may also have been the occasional cigar 
and a glass of scotch. Or two.

It is an intensely restful (or if you prefer, 
restfully intense) week of study, fellowship 

and renewal. And I wouldn’t miss it for 
the world. I return refreshed, ready both 
for my work as a husband/father and as a 
pastor; and hopefully better prepared for 
the latter.

Some assortment of this motley crew of 
pastor-sinner-golfer has met together 
every year for sixteen years.

This year we spent four days focusing on 
Martin Luther. We did so for two reasons. 
First, because next year, 2017, marks the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. And second, because my 
friend Hans Wiersma is publishing the 
second edition of a biography of Martin 
Luther titled Luther the Reformer: The 
Story of the Man and His Career, Second 
Edition. The first edition was written by 

MARTIN LUTHER 
AND THE "MARKS OF THE CHURCH"”
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

James Kittelson, who was a leading 
Luther scholar and Hans’ advisor in his 
doctoral work. This second edition will 
be a wonderful overview of Luther’s life 
and what his work has done for the 
church and for the Gospel. I recommend 
it highly, and I suggest that you pick up 
a copy when it comes out. I will even get 
it signed for you! (And no, that was not 
solicited by Hans!)

So Dr. Wiersma was our teacher this year. 
We covered a fair amount of territory. But 
for me, coming out of our summer worship 
series on the Corinthian Correspondence, 
one of the most striking things we covered 
was Luther’s description of what he called 
the “Marks of the Church” – Part III of 
his work entitled “On the Councils and 
the Church,” written in 1539. 
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Much of this is, I suppose, familiar; but 
there is also much here that I found new 
and informative.

Notice that Luther uses the word 
“church” only once. He argues early on 
that the word “church” is foreign, and 
often misunderstood. The “church” is 
not a building (as we used to sing at 
camp) nor is it, even, an institution; the 
“church” is people – God’s people, holy 
people, Christian people, made so by 
the Good News. 

The first three marks are what we might 
expect from a good Lutheran (which one 
trusts Martin was), what we might 
abbreviate as “Word and Sacrament” 
worship. Where God’s Word is read and 
preached, and where people are baptized 
and gather around the Lord’s Supper, there 
you will find the “holy Christian people.”

The fourth mark may be one that 
surprises us. The “office of the keys” 
means the forgiveness (or binding) of 
sins. In other words, after scripture, 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the ritual 

practice of confession and forgiveness is 
what makes the holy Christian people 
recognizable. I say that this is surprising, 
but it worth remembering that Luther 
considered confession and forgiveness 
tantamount to a third sacrament. And 
notice here that this mark is confession 
and forgiveness exercised publically. This 
is telling for next two marks.

The fifth and sixth marks have to do 
with the activities of the “church body.” 
The holy people of God call pastors and 
hire leaders and empower volunteers to 
be at work in our communities. And the 
holy people of God are the kind of 
people who pray (dare we say publicly?) 
and worship God. Luther’s points here 
have to do with public, visible acts. The 
practice of our faith cannot be only or 
merely private, but out in the open.

The seventh mark is, perhaps, the most 
difficult to understand. “Possession of 
the cross” does not mean the symbol or 
the sign. This is not about the thing itself, 
but the reality of the thing itself – in 
other words, of struggle and suffering. 

Luther says a lot about suffering in 
describing this mark, but most striking, 
and most important, is the way in 
which he ties possession of the cross 
back to the first mark, possession of 
God’s word, “the only reason [we] must 
suffer is that they steadfastly adhere to 
Christ and God’s word, enduring this 
for the sake of Christ, Matthew 5 [:11] 
‘Blessed are you when men persecute 
you on my account.’” To own the word 
of God, for Luther, is to risk suffering 
because of it.

So what is the payoff of the seven marks? 
For me, and I hope for us (and by “us” 
I mean all Christians everywhere, not 
just us here at Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd), the payoff will be one 
of mind- and heart-set: in the spirit of 
what Luther was envisioning, and which 
the Bible calls into being through the 
Good News, that is, that we will set our 
minds and hearts upon the promises of 
our God, which are ours in Christ Jesus, 
never straying from them, shrinking 
from them, or shirking them. Let these 
marks be upon us, for all to see.

LUTHER IDENTIFIED SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS,  
OR MARKS, BY WHICH THE CHURCH COULD BE RECOGNIZED:

 First, the holy Christian people are recognized by their possession of the holy word of God.

 Second, God’s people or the Christian holy people are recognized by the holy sacrament of baptism.

 Third, God’s people, or the Christian holy people, are recognized by the holy sacrament of the altar.

 Fourth, God’s people, or the Christian holy people, are recognized by the office of the keys exercised publicly.

  Fifth, the church is recognized externally by the fact that it consecrates or calls ministers or has offices  
that it has to administer.

 Sixth, the holy Christian people are externally recognized by prayer, public praise and thanksgiving to God.

 Seventh, the holy Christian people are externally recognized by the holy possession of the sacred cross.



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

FIND MORE WAYS 
YOU CAN SERVE!
See the Join In booklet 
for 2016-2017 worship, 
welcome/hospitality, 
learning, connecting/
caring and outreach 
ministry opportunities at 
Good Shepherd.

SEPTEMBER 11  — Rally Day

SEPTEMBER 24 — New Member Class

OCTOBER 1 — Blessing of the Animals

OCTOBER 2 — Heritage Sunday

OCTOBER 30 — Confirmation

OCTOBER 31 — Halloween on Ewing

NOVEMBER 6 — All Saints Sunday

REVELATION: A BOOK OF HOPE
Often we think of the last book of the Bible as a terrifying book 

filled with words and images we do not understand. Join Pastor 

Samuelson for a three-part series on Revelation and discover a 

book of hope, that helped people living in the late first century to 

live a life of Christ in the midst of a hostile world. The book of 

Revelation is as relevant today as in the first century!

We'll	meet	Thursday	mornings	in	the	conference	room,		
October	6,	13,	20,	from	7:00	to	8:15	a.m.


