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Agenda 
 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Annual Meeting 
January 28, 2018 
 

CALL TO ORDER  Dwight Larson 

OPENING LITURGY  Pastor Karl Jacobson 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  January 29, 2017, Annual Meeting  
  November 5, 2017, Congregational Meeting 

SENIOR PASTOR  Pastor Debra Samuelson 

MEETING OF GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION  Vic Perlbachs 

 Election of Board Members 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  Dwight Larson 

TREASURER  Elaine Matyi 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT  Heather Larson 

ELECTIONS   Dwight Larson 

NEW PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  Teresa Malko 

ADOPTION OF 2018 BUDGET  David Quello 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT  Renee Raether 

OTHER/NEW BUSINESS  Dwight Larson 

ADJOURNMENT 

CLOSING PRAYER  Pastor Karl Jacobson 
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Minutes of Annual Meeting 
January 29, 2017 

2017 Annual Meeting Minutes – January 29, 2017 

Meeting convened at 11:53 a.m. with the call to order by Council President Cathy Roinas.  
Pastor Karl Jacobson led the congregation through the Opening Liturgy. 
Hymn – “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song.” 
Approval of Minutes – Cathy Roinas. 

 January 31, 2016, Annual Congregational Meeting. 
Motion made to approve minutes form the 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting was  

seconded and approved. 
Senior Pastor Report – Pastor Debra Samuelson 

Expressed gratitude to congregation for gifts of the congregation and stepping up inan-
cially this past year. 

Meeting at Good Shepherd yesterday to discuss what makes sense at Good Shepherd  
moving forward. 

Expressed gratitude and thanks to the outgoing Congregational President Cathy Roinas. 
Expressed thanks to the Council and is looking forward to another good year together. 

Temporary adjournment of the annual meeting 
Meeting of the Good Shepherd Foundation 

Vic Perlbachs called to order the annual meeting of the Good Shepherd Foundation. 
Report of Grant Activity 

2016 was set out to be a recovery year for the Foundation as it worked to reestab-
lish the baseline of its investment fund due to the large gift given to the Building 
Our Path Fund back in 2015. 

By the end of the third quarter of 2016 the Foundation received two generous and 
substantial gifts which made the recovery complete. 

Fourth quarter of 2016, the Foundation was able to award two grant requests. 
LSS East Side Financial Service Center in St. Paul which provides printed 

and inancial counseling to community in East St. Paul. 
LPDA is a start-up family services program in Haiti which provides ser-

vices for youth and families living in poverty in Haiti. 
Review of service terms of the Foundation directors. 

The Foundation has nine directors and each one has the ability to serve up to 
three, three-year terms. 

This year seven directors are continuing their terms. 
Two directors are stepping down: Ann Burckhardt and Rob Albright. A gra-

cious thanks for their service was given. 
Election of two new directors will follow, and we are looking forward to 

the nominating committee helping in this process. 
Motion to adjourn was seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:11 p.m. 

Reconvene the Annual Meeting 
Congregational President – Cathy Roinas. 

The 2016 story of Good Shepherd is beautiful. 
This is a story of transformation as we experience transformation in our building, court-

yard and outdoor spaces, when we serve together, through intergenerational events,  
service teams and many other opportunities that we share together. 

We have deepened our relationships through various small groups. 

M
inutes, January 29, 2017 
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Minutes of Annual Meeting 
January 29, 2017 

Expressed sincere thanks for outpouring of support in response to budget dif iculties 
through the generous response to the stewardship campaign. 

We are still exploring options for a preschool in Good Shepherd, and that process is still in 
progress. 

There are still challenges ahead of us and we have a very talented staff and strong leader-
ship for looking ahead and moving forward. 

This is an amazing community of faith, and it has been a privilege to serve the past two 
years and extended an expression of thanks to Council members and Pastor Deb. 

Treasurer – Amanda Sykora 
2016 iscal year ended with a $22,000 surplus, which is a direct result of some extraordi-

nary giving by the congregation  
Expenses remained consistent with the budget. 
The irst six months of mortgage payments were made which totaled $66,000. 
Total net income for 2016 was $22,000. 
Expressed thanks to Council, Finance Committee, Budget Committee, Laura Stein, Pastor 

Samuelson and to her dad. 
Motion to adopt the 2016 Treasurer’s Report was made, seconded and carried. 

Nominating Committee Report – Heather Larson 
Expressed thanks to outgoing and incoming members to their respective committees. 
The slate of candidates for 2017 was presented to the congregation. 

Elections – Cathy Roinas 
Motion made to elect the entire slate was seconded and carried. 

New President’s Comments – Dwight Larson 
Expressed gratitude to the congregation for the opportunity of growth. 
Expressed thanks to the strong leadership in the staff and the Council. 
Challenges and opportunities lay ahead. There are cultural and generational changes that 

all congregations face. If we don’t adapt to the changes over time it puts us at risk to main-
tain our marvelous staff, it puts at risk to maintain our vitality over time, and it puts at 
risk our ability to sustain our mission. 

The margin for error for churches to remain successful in this culture is a lot smaller than 
it used to be, and it requires a renewed focus on our part. 

Opportunities are great to renew the focus on who we are, what we want to do, what we 
want to be and to bring the gospel to many. 

Adoption of the 2017 Budget – Elaine Matyi 
Expressed thanks to amazing generosity and support over the past year in addressing the 

inancial plan and budget challenge. 
 Income from pledges is up 11% from 2016. 
Salary line shows a 2% increase which is the result of a one-time gift made for staff bo-

nuses for 2016 and 2017. 
Mission line (benevolences) remains lat in 2017, which is 17% of total offerings and a 

historic level.   
Motion to approve the 2017 budget was seconded and carried. 

New Business – Cathy Roinas 
None. 

Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn the 2017 Annual Meeting was made, seconded and carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

 Closing Prayer – Pastor Karl Jacobson M
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Minutes of Congregational Meeting 
November 5, 2017 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 11:56 a.m. Congregational President Dwight  
Larson reviewed the process of electing a new Senior Pastor.   

Invocation 

Pastor Deb led the invocation. 

Nominating Committee Report 

Heather Larson introduced the slate of the proposed Call Committee. 

Nominations for Call Committee:   

Erik Meyer 
Paul Grangaard 
John Mendesh 
Rick Riddle 
Cathy Roinas  
Renee Raether 
Colleen Onstad 

Election of Call Committee 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the slate of Call Committee candidates. 
The loor was open for discussion. The slate of Call Committee was unanimously ap-
proved by written ballot. 

Closing Prayer 

Pastor Deb led the closing prayer. 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

M
inutes, N

ovem
ber 5, 2017 
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Congregation President 

  As I conclude my year as president in the ninety-sixth year of Good Shep-
herd's ministry in our community, my overwhelming emotion is one of 
gratefulness – for the continuing faithfulness and extraordinary talents of 
this congregation and its staff. I am reminded of the words from Romans: 

For as in one body we have many members, and not all the mem-
bers have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. 

This congregation and its staff have an extraordinary range of gifts. Com-
bined as they are with a deep faithfulness and the contributions of so many, 
they give us reason for thanksgiving. Consider: 

Our worship experience is a vital encounter with the sacred in the midst of our busy lives. That 
experience is enriched by thoughtful and deeply engaging preaching from our pastoral staff, mu-
sic and visual arts that are nothing short of exceptional, and the support of assisting ministers, 
ministry teams, our welcome and hospitality team, our healing ministries, childcare support, our 
custodial staff and diligent administrative support – in short, by the varied gifts and contribu-
tions of so many. The quality and meaning of our worship experience was extraordinary during 
Lent and Advent in particular, and the Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours provided a serene and 
meditative worship experience. 

Our Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and our children’s ministry generally are thriving,  
introducing our children to God’s story. Our youth ministry builds faith and service among our 
youth, and among many other things provides opportunities for growth and service through 
mission trips to Appalachia, opportunities for faith-building in God's creation through wilder-
ness canoe trips and Camp Castaway. All of these activities require the gifts and dedicated  
support of many in our congregation. 

Our adult education program provides thought-provoking programs on Sunday morning and in 
the Wednesday U program that has revitalized our Wednesday evening programming, among 
many other opportunities for learning and faith-building, involving and engaging so many of us 
in the process. The Summer Musical Theater Camps and performances through out the year in-
troduce so many students and cast members and their families to Good Shepherd, and give 
many members and others the opportunity to apply their dramatic and musical talents. 

Our Mission Ministry Team and others oversee numerous services, including Families Moving 
Forward, Camden Promise Food Shelf, Loaves and Fishes, Meals on Wheels, Feed My Starving 
Children, Simpson Shelter Serving and Urban Homeworks. These opportunities have engaged 
many of us in following Christ's call to serve those in need, and depend upon the faithful service 
of so many in our congregation. 

And there is so much more. From Golden Shepherds to the Stewardship Committee to the Prop-
erty Committee to the Quilters to the Together magazine team to the Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
to the Heritage Committee to Midrash on France to the Call Committee to the Social Media Team 
to Project 31 and the Fulton Catechism to our nursing and healing ministries, congregational 
members and staff are putting their faith into action, committing their time and talents in sup-
port of the ministries of Good Shepherd. 

And there is great faithfulness in the inancial affairs of the congregation. All the ministries  
described above are supported by the generosity of the membership of the congregation, which Co
ng
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Dwight Larson 

Congregation  
President 
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in turn gives away a signi icant portion of its income to support the ministry of others. The Steward-
ship Ministry Team is exploring new ways to sustain Good Shepherd inancially in the midst of chang-
ing times. The Good Shepherd Foundation manages the assets of the Foundation and directs gifts to 
yet other ministries. 

There are so many people serving and using their gifts in so many ways in support of the ministries of 
Good Shepherd. For myself, my family and the entire congregation, I am grateful for all of these con-
tributions. I am particularly grateful for Good Shepherd’s staff, which works extremely hard and does 
exceptional work in ministering to us and enabling us. 

I am also grateful to Terry Haugen-Sjostrom, Mike Kratz, Teresa Malko, Elaine Matyi, David Quello 
and Dave Shay for their service on Council. We had an ambitious agenda that included planning for 
our senior pastor transition, and we met frequently, often in extended weekend meetings. The entire 
group was unfailingly generous with their time and wisdom. The congregation will be in very good 
hands as Teresa succeeds me as president. 

Finally, I am grateful for the ministry of Pastor Samuelson. When she accepted God's call to lead us 
eight years ago, we were a fractured and challenged congregation. Through her work God has 
brought healing and stability to Good Shepherd, has revitalized our ministry and has given us new 
momentum. With Pastor Samuelson's retirement and the conclusion of Heather Roth Johnson's min-
istry at Good Shepherd coming in 2018, we are moving toward another signi icant transition in the 
life of Good Shepherd. However, we approach this transition with great momentum in our ministries 
and with reason for optimism.     

At the same time, we recognize that the culture around us continues to change, presenting both a 
great challenge and an extraordinary opportunity for churches like Good Shepherd. Our culture 
grows increasingly indifferent to churches and offers unlimited alternatives, twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week. People continue to look for meaning in their lives, but they do so less and less 
from institutions, including churches. These trends are not likely to change, and churches that don’t 
adapt risk their vitality and their capacity to proclaim the Gospel, to minister to themselves, and to 
serve others.   

But this challenge also presents an extraordinary opportunity – to bring the healing power of the  
Gospel to a changing culture, a different social context, a new generation of young adults, and in the 
process to thrive long into the future. What an extraordinary opportunity this is! 

My year as president has taught me that with the faithfulness, talent, resources and creativity pos-
sessed by this congregation, we are well equipped for this challenge and opportunity. Staff and many 
in our congregation have already been thinking about and acting on them – witness the exceptional 
range of offerings that have been part of Wednesday U, the excellence in worship combined with  
experimentation in worship styles and formats over the last year, and the exploration by the Stew-
ardship Ministry Team of new ways to sustain ourselves inancially.   

The challenge and opportunity remain large, however, and meeting them in the long run will require 
that we build on our strengths and continue to ind new ways to renew ourselves and proclaim the 
Gospel, through a process of a trial and error, in ways that are consistent with who we are. With the 
faithfulness and gifts possessed by this congregation and its staff, I remain con ident that with God's 
help we will do so, and that Good Shepherd will continue to be a beacon of the light of the Gospel in 
our community for many years to come. 

Thanks be to God! 
Dwight Larson 

Congregation President 
 

Congregation President 
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Senior Pastor 
 

  Greetings, dear friends in Christ, 

I am excited for you to read all the pages of this annual report carefully, to see 
how strong and vibrant the ministries of this congregation are and to see the 
faithfulness of this community of faith. 

You have always been a faithful and generous congregation, quick to see the 
needs of those around you, both within this particular community of faith and 
well beyond its walls. Through the dif iculties and through the joys this congre-
gation has experienced over the years, the constant thread is your faithfulness to 
the Gospel, your generosity and your response to those around you. It’s who you 
are.  

For nearly 96 years you have had good, strong, faithful leadership, both in your pastoral and lay staff 
and within the lay people of this congregation. Yes the church is changing in the midst of the culture 
in which we are living, and it remains strong. As the body of Christ we must be ever vigilant to nur-
ture and support and live the Gospel – the Good News of Jesus Christ. We are called to be ever vigi-
lant to live the two commandments Jesus instructs us as being most important: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the irst 
commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-
39). These commandments have formed and shaped you. 

It has been my great honor and joy to serve together and to be a part of the great history of this con-
gregation. September 30 I will be passing the baton to the next Senior Pastor of Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd as I look ahead to retirement. You, as a community of faith, together with your 
new Senior Pastor and staff will, through prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, build on what 
we have done together. 

Thank you, dear people of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd for these glorious years together. 
Our time together has gone so very quickly. I am grateful to you and to our wonderful staff for our 
work together. 

In particular I want to thank our president, Dwight Larson, and this past year’s Council. Dwight has 
led this congregation and Council extraordinarily well, through budget issues and with my transi-
tion. Thank you, Dwight and Council, for your partnership.  

I leave you with a prayer that led us through the building project, that is leading me now and I see 
leading us through the coming transition, a prayer known as “The Holden Prayer”:  

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

Gratefully submitted, 
Pastor Debra Samuelson 

Se
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Debra Samuelson 

Senior Pastor 
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Teaching Pastor 

As Paul wrote to the church in Colossae, “In my prayers for you I always thank 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for… your faith in Christ Jesus and…  
the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in  
heaven (Colossians 1:3-5).  

This is a congregation that understands the power of the Gospel, and it is my 
honor to lead and to walk with you as we worship our God in this place, and 
gather together in fellowship, service and Bible study. I am grateful to serve God 
with you all here in this place. 

The teaching ministry of any congregation is to ground God’s people – their 
hopes and dreams, their daily living, their very beings – in God’s Word; to ex-
plore the biblical stories, ind our place in them and answer our callings as 
God’s people which arise from them. 

We do this so that we can grow in our faith in God and our love of one another. 

This past year there were several highlights for me, personally, in the teaching ministry of this 
place. 

Project 31 

Over the course of this church year, from September to May, we are 
celebrating the gift of justi ication by grace through faith which Luther 
returned to the church, and the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
As we celebrate this great Good News, we will not only mark and hon-
or the Reformation, but reclaim it for ourselves today. “Project 31” 
does so on each of the ive “31sts” of the month, as we continue to ex-
plore what the promise of God in Christ Jesus means for us and how 
that meaning shapes the way will live, day to day. 

This has been a fresh and exciting way to learn, serve and celebrate 
the intersection of the love that we can share with our neighbors, that 

is ours irst by faith in the Love of God. 

The Fulton Catechism 

In the spirit of the Reformation, which marked its 500th anniversary 
last October, we unveiled a new catechism written for our congrega-
tion, our neighborhood and our times. Our goal was to take inspira-
tion from Luther’s Small Catechism, in order to produce something 
new and, we pray, uniquely suited to invite any and all who sift 
through its pages to know God and the life of faith better. 

Luther’s catechism – and most catechisms, frankly – are primarily 
meant to deliver information, information which is to be received, ac-
cepted, believed. The Fulton Catechism is different. Our catechism is 
designed to be responsive and interactive. We begin with questions 
meant to invite not just acceptance of faith-truths, but to be a sort of 
conversation with the “reader.” There are coloring pages and spaces 
to write, question, doodle, journal and engage in faithful re lection. 

Teaching Pastor 

Karl Jacobson 

Teaching Pastor 
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Teaching Pastor 
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Space is given not only to the doctrines or promises that are the beginning of Christian faith, but 
the ways in which these promises can shape a person’s life of faith-in-action.  

It was a great pleasure to work with a team of folks from our congregation, including Denise and 
Amanda Sykora, Heather Roth Johnson, Karen Walhof and my oldest child, to bring this work to 
fruition. 

It is our hope that this catechism is invitational, conversational and, we hope, faith- and life-giving. 

Dif icult Conversations 

When I say dif icult, I do mean hard, troubling, confusing; but I also mean important, conversa-
tions that we in the church need to be having. 

One such conversation was around human sexuality. We talked together about “the radical land-
scape of human sexuality,” “the science of sexual orientation” and “the particular challenges of  
human sexuality” and the life of faith.  

We managed these conversations without a goal or agenda in mind, but with an eye to exploring 
them together. I was proud of the way we worked together, talked with one another and listened. 

The life of faith is a conversation, and one that we are clearly ready to take part in here at Luther-
an Church of the Good Shepherd. 

To my colleagues – Deb, Ralph, Heather, Mark, Tor, Laura, Karen, Ron, Roger, (Megan) and Sharon 
– my thanks. Your companionship along the way in our shared ministry is a gift.  

My thanks to you all. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Karl N. Jacobson 
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Pastoral Intern 

It’s hard to believe that my time as the Pastoral Intern at Good Shepherd is al-
most inished. Of icially, my role as your intern ends February 1, 2018. It is my 
hope and prayer that I will ind a pastoral call in spring or summer of 2018 
somewhere in the Twin Cities.  

This had been the plan from the beginning when I started at Good Shepherd in 
2013. My commitment was for ive years to do three things: to lead Children’s 
Ministries, to help implement and integrate the Narrative Lectionary and to com-
plete my internship. Together, we have accomplished all three things. 

Finishing my studies and internship completes my process as a candidate for 
Word and Sacrament Ministry. It has taken me 20 years! But it’s over the last 
year and a half with you that I have learned so much: 
 With the aid of my clerical collar, I have stepped into the role of preacher on Sunday mornings. 

To me, it feels natural as I extend my storytelling abilities into the words of a sermon. It is an ex-
tension of who I am and what I am called to – to preach God’s Word for all ages and stages of life. 

 Handholding is the word for me in 2017. I have (re)learned to hold hands with those who are 
homebound. Often, they need help with their hands to take communion, and I love to hold their 
hands while we pray. But handholding is not just for seniors. Good Shepherd has had a surge of 
new families, and handholding here is more like leading. It’s a process of holding hands to an-
swer their questions about Sunday School, baptism, communion and how-tos in faith. The best 
part of working with new young families includes holding newborn babies!  

Two Projects: 
 Lay Eucharistic Ministers or LEMS are people from this congregation who have been trained, 

equipped and assigned one homebound member to bring communion to, share news from our 
congregation, and visit. Currently, there are about 15 LEMS in this congregation. It is not only a 
gift to our homebound members to be visited but it is a gift to be a LEM as well.  

 My blog entitled “Storyboard: Moving Forward in God’s Story” can be found at storyboarding 
church.org. It has had over 30,000 hits in the irst nine months. On it, I share my creative work at 
Good Shepherd as well as stories from other churches who are doing amazing things with God’s 
story. It’s been such a blessing to share the story!  

Lastly, I would like to thank the members of my Internship Committee – Lois Thompson, Tara  
Halvorson, Shelley Horstman, Carla Sykora, Ben Williamson, Brian Weist and Ian Johnson. They have 
been so kind in this walk with me. 

Please know, dear friends, I am forever grateful to have served alongside of you in ministry as an In-
tern and Director of Children’s Ministries. You are all very dear to me. 

Faithfully submitted, 
Heather Roth Johnson  

 

Pastoral Intern 

Heather  
Roth Johnson 

Pastoral Intern 
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Director of Worship and Music 
 

In 2017, music at Good Shepherd continued to serve as a vital and important 
part of the whole ministry of our congregation.  

The choir program is a core part of our congregational music ministry. We have 
six choirs that meet every week to prepare music for worship – some provide 
music for one or two services a month, some are “on duty” almost every week. 
They are: 
The Good Shepherd Choir, our adult ensemble, singing almost every Sunday 

at one (sometimes both) services (Ralph Johnson, director). 
Cantáre, our youth choir for grades 7

-12, singing one to two Sundays per 
month (Ralph Johnson, director). 

Alleluia Choir, age 3-kindergarten, singing approximate-
ly one Sunday a month (Laurie Dehmlow, director). 

Caroler Choir, 1st-3rd grade, singing approximately one 
Sunday a month (Laurie Dehmlow, director). 

Chorister Choir, 4th-6th grade, singing approximately 
two Sundays a month (Tor Johnson, director). 

Bell Choir, handbell choir for adults, playing one to 
three times per month (Tor Johnson, director). 

In addition to the musical offerings shared by our choirs and other congregational musicians from 
Sunday to Sunday, there are several times during the year that we present larger works or unusual 
worship experiences, often inviting musicians from the wider community to join our Good Shep-
herd players and singers. In 2017, these included: 
 Good Friday, April 14: A presentation of the “Seven Words of Christ from the Cross,” a cantata 

by Heinrich Schütz, sung by the Good Shepherd Choir, with guest soloist Phinehas Bynum and 
an orchestra of Good Shepherd and guest musicians. It was the irst entry in our musical cele-
bration of the Reformation. 

 Sunday, April 23: Our joyful extension of the Easter festival, the “Salsa Service” led once again 
by members of the Salsa del Soul Orchestra.  

 Sunday, November 5: 
An All Saints Sunday 
presentation of  
Cantata 115: Mache 
dich, mein Geist, bereit 
for choir, soloists,  
organ and orchestra  
by Johann Sebastian 
Bach. This, our second 
Reformation-inspired 
musical offering, was 
sung as part of Pastor 
Debra Samuelson’s  
sermon, in which the 
music and preaching 
were woven together 
in a way that Herr Bach  

hopefully would have appreciated. Special thanks to the Good Shepherd Foundation for sup-
porting this special presentation. D
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Ralph Johnson 

Director of  
Worship & Music 
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Director of Worship and Music 
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Rounding out the year were our wonderful Advent and Christmas Eve worship experiences, with a 
reshaped sanctu-
ary, powerful  
artistic imaging 
by Laurie Johnson 
and Brita Taracks 
(see the worship 
team report for 
more details) and 
beautiful music 
provided by our 
choirs, soloists, 
musicians and a 
special seasonal 
favorite – the 
Good Shepherd 
Christmas  
Orchestra.  

I want to express 
my deep and 
heartfelt appreci-
ation to all my 
colleagues in ministry here at Good Shepherd. We are a team in the truest sense, and you all make 
the work of ministry here both enjoyable and rewarding. Special thanks to: 
Tor Johnson and Laurie Dehmlow, my choir directing colleagues, for their excellent work teach-

ing our children to sing 
Megan Engel, for her wonderful work as our organist for the past six years. We wish her well in 

her new ministry at Bethel Lutheran Church in North ield 
Yvonne Grover and Jim Thvedt, who were absolutely fantastic as our interim organists during the 

three-month search for Megan’s successor 
Sharon Vicic, whom we joyfully welcomed to our organ bench on All Saints’ Sunday, and who 

continues to inspire and delight us with her superb musicianship and servant heart. 

And inally, I must offer my deep gratitude to Pastor Debra Samuelson, who leads this community 
with skill, spirit and love, and who has gifted me with kindness, support, guidance and friendship for 
the better part of seven years. It has been a blessing and a joy to serve alongside her and this re-
markable staff and congregation. Thanks to all who make Good Shepherd the caring, Spirit- illed 
community that it is, and to God for bringing us all together in this place. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ralph Johnson, Director of Worship and Music 
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Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Ministry is about relationships, about caring for others and sharing what we 
believe, feel and trust with each other. Simply put, youth ministry can be de-
ined the same way. We as a congregation cross paths with each other of all 

ages and spend time in each other’s lives. We let down our guard, we open up 
to others, we offer support, and we provide stability for those that need it. In 
short we do our best to re lect and live out the love we receive from Christ to 
those we are privileged to journey with. 

In the space that we label and tag “youth and family ministry” there are pro-
grams and events, projects and educational pieces, sign up sheets and pack-
ing lists, yet the relationships are what matter, and the God we worship to-
gether is where we ind our strength and purpose. 

So we engage in things that help us explore what that love looks like, ways we can serve and be 
that love to others, and through all that admit that we are loved and cared for beyond description. 

Things like: 
 Wednesday and Sunday programming for middle and high school youth to learn, support, 

discuss and grow in our faith. 
 Packing meals as part of the Feed My Starving Children South Metro Mobile Pack in Febru-

ary, bringing over 95 Good Shepherd members to the site and helping pack over three  
million meals for kids and families in need around the world. 

 Holding a nine-week Financial Peace University class for individuals and families to focus 
on personal inance. 

 Lighting the bon ire following Maundy Thursday worship and with the help of 85 people 
keeping it burning through the night, keeping watch for 24 hours as we focus on the events 
of Lent. 

 Celebrating the 
graduating seniors 
and their accom-
plishments,  
supporting them  
as they move to the 
next stages post – 
high school. 

 Returning to the 
Boundary Waters 
through Wilderness 
Canoe Base, with 
two crews out on 
trail for a week of 
immersion in the 
creation that is the 
Northwoods and 
offering a family 
trip for those that 
wished to stay  
on-site. 

 
 

Mark Halvorson 

Director of 
Youth & Family 

D
ire

ct
or

 o
f Y

ou
th

 a
nd

 F
am

ily
 



15 

 

Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

 Loading up three rental vans and heading to Kentucky again 
for a week of home repair through Appalachia Service Pro-
ject, working side by side as students and leaders to help 
make homes warmer, safer, and drier for strangers who  
become friends. 

 Spending a long weekend playing and relaxing and singing 
and building and deepening relationships during our time 
at Camp Castaway in Detroit Lakes. 

 Joining our 9th grade con irmands as they af irm their bap-
tismal promises and take a new and deeper ownership in 
this faith as they choose to be con irmed on Reformation 
Sunday. 

 Shopping for and then shopping with students at Plymouth 
Christian Youth Center for Christmas gifts they then passed  

along to their family members, sharing our time and resources for the sole joy of giving. 
 Beginning a deeper relationship with Simpson Housing Services as we commit to serving a 

meal every other month to their 100+ guests who call that church basement home for a bit. 

So we build on the relationships that were 
formed and deepened as we learned and 
served and supported each other in the year 
behind us, and we look to the next year as the 
opportunity it is. We will continue to program 
and plan, recruit and invite students, families, 
and all to be a part of these ministries, know-
ing that God is working within and through 
this congregation – the youth, the adults, the 
children and everyone in-between. 

Mark Halvorson 
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Director of Children and Family Ministry 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;  
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

 I will open my mouth in a parable;  
I will utter dark sayings from of old, 

things that we have heard and known,  
that our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children;  
we will tell it to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,  
and the wonders that he has done 

(Psalm 78:1-4). 

Children’s Ministries at Good Shepherd is a partnership with children and their 
families, the congregation, all within the world we live in. At the heart of this partnership, Children’s 
Ministries assists families and the congregation in ful illing their baptismal promises made to the 
children of this congregation. We do this in several ways: 

1. In worship, kids are both seen and heard. As a congregation, we understand that small children 
wiggle and move, and we welcome them into heart of worship. Storytime is a chance for all  
ages to learn and grow together in God’s story each week. Kids and youth are active leaders in 
worship as ushers, communion assistants, prayer writers and readers. Good Shepherd values 
children in worship, one place where we see love come to life.  

2. In education, there are several ways Children’s Ministries partners with families. Both Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible 
School allow children to 
make good friends in 
their small groups and 
learn the Bible story 
through music and move-
ment, puppets and crafts. 
Through the addition of 
GIFT, or Growing in Faith 
Together, parents and 
children learn about the 
elements of worship to-
gether; these classes it 
hand-in-hand with the 
baptismal promises. After 
Easter, Sunday School, 
Lifelines and Youth Group 
collaborated to provide all-ages learning during the education hour. We learned the story, 
asked deep questions, and participated in service projects together. We even rolled out home-
made pretzels for the second service!   

3. In service, Children’s Ministries added Service Sundays in Sunday School. Kids have used their 
talents to serve the neighborhood and the world we live in. In 2017, kids wrote chalk notes on 
the sidewalks for the neighbors, made bookmarks for Ethiopian students, made sandwiches for 
families experiencing homelessness, and baked cookies for the Christmas Program. But the best 
part was singing with our neighbors at the Waters Nursing Home on France Avenue. We even 
took the Sunday School Christmas Program on the road! 

4. In innovation, I had the opportunity to share the Good Shepherd story in a variety of places in-
cluding the Craft of Preaching Conference at Luther Seminary and the Con-Next Conference for D
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Director of Children and Family Ministry 

Children, Youth and Family workers in Buffalo, Minnesota. Because of my work with steward-
ship, I have been part of a writing team with the Generosity Project of the ELCA, and Karen 
Walhof and I will be leading a webinar on the 2017 Fall stewardship fair, “Mission Exploration!” I 
continue to provide Sunday School curric-
ulum to churches who need it.  

5. Volunteers make Children’s Ministries 
a success! Special thanks to Joy and Kevin 
Roellinger, Emma May, Emily Kratz, Noah 
Johnson, Julie and Matt Schilling, Mia  
Opsahl, Thomas Quello, Mary Quello,  
Gloria Hovland, Beth Mattson, Laura  
Opsahl, Dawn Sampica, Clara Larson,  
Janet Dietrich, Lois Thompson, Sasha 
Meyer, Mandy Bond, Colleen Onstad, Kate 
Prange, Jess Ballin, Jason Davenport, Will 
Brandt, Terry Haugen-Sjostrom, Linnea 
Benson, Anne Tofteland, Heidi Tallakson, 
Hannah Jacobson, Berit Johnson, Gail 
Kiltie, Vic Perlbachs, Brita Taracks, Linda 
Kerker and Josie Fritsch.  

Faithfully submitted, 
Heather Roth Johnson 
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Director of Performing Arts 

My seventh year as Director of Performing Arts at Good Shepherd was very pro-
ductive and illed with many wonderful rehearsals, performances and events 
that would not be possible without the help of so many people. Ingrid Krafve 
and Cathy Davenport spent their seventh year as my associate directors. Their 
professionalism, patience and positive attitudes make my job very pleasant in-
deed. Pastor Samuelson, who created this job for me seven years ago, remained 
ever supportive and enthusiastic. Laura Stein provided her consummate profes-
sionalism for all of my communication needs. Mark Halvorson, as always, was 
on hand for any technical and spiritual support. Karen Walhof, Andrea Norman 
and the Welcome Team, once again, provided top notch hospitality for all of our 
performances. Steve and Rita Nordness and their helpers from Sacred Grounds 
provided exquisite coffee refreshments for the Holiday Musical. And, of course, 

the productions would not be possible without the wonderful actors and performers from the con-
gregation. Several of them have been doing shows with me for years: Julie Burrows, John Mendesh, 
Ingrid, Roger and Ella Krafve, Ralph Johnson, Gus Johnson, Jake Peterson, Mark Brakke and Brian 
Weist, to name a few. Thanks to all of you. 

 We revisited 
“Annie, Jr.” for 
our Holiday Mu-
sical. Seventy 
kids and adults 
from church 
and the  
surrounding 
community  
participated. 
Several hundred 
people came 
from far and 
wide to see the 
show. 

 For the Lenten 
Drama we  
did two one-act plays “Caiaphas” and “The Gardener’s Tale.” Several members of the  
congregation put on very convincing and riveting performances. 

 The Classical Comedy included three one-act plays: “He Said and She Said”, “St. Valentine’s 
Day” and the world premiere of the “Vicar of Nibbleswicke.” The audience was in stitches 
and, rumor has it, some of them still burst out in uncontrollable laughter when they think of 
the shows. 

 Our annual Summer Musical Theater Camp continued to have exceptional participation lev-
els. 300 participants and staff helped make it another summer of fun at Good Shepherd. 

 The Good Shepherd Follies, once again, provided a platform for many members and guests 
to showcase their formidable talents. 

Thank you, 
Tor Johnson 
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Parish Nurse 

“ . . . that it may be well with you all the days of your life.” 

The parish nurse serves the faith community in providing care and comfort to 
those who are ill or homebound, acutely or chronically. The parish nurse offers 
health education and information, advocates for healing and wholeness, teaches 
and supports efforts toward health and well-being. 

An effort is made to interact with persons of all ages as a visible resource for 
needs at any stage of life. It brings great joy to report that our most recent health 
grant application through the Fairview Interfaith Health Cooperative was accept-
ed and will support faith formation of our youngest people. The $500 grant will 
be applied to the purchase of a “pretend” kitchen set for the nursery. While this may seem like toys, 
dramatic play fosters learning through pretend events, situations, and behaviors. The interactions 
among very young children provide practice in social, emotional and cognitive skills that build self-
esteem. The original kitchen play set had been well-used for many years, with weekly average num-
ber of children using the nursery to be estimated at twenty- ive. Watch for the announcement of the 
new equipment being received and available for use. 

Most of the health promotions and visits to homebound members and those who are ill remain gen-
erally con idential. Let us consider some of the ways we offer to serve the spiritual needs of others: 
Our prayer chain is coordinated and managed by Jan Brantley and Ruth Johnson; there is a team of 
volunteers who pray regularly for a long list of requests, addressing a wide variety of life conditions 
and faith circumstances. Ruth Johnson sends cards of encouragement on behalf of Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd to those in need of our concern. The prayer shawl ministry includes baby blan-
kets as well; prayer shawls are generally given privately and individually, but it is noted that each 
high school graduate receives a prayer shawl and each person baptized is also given a hand-made 
blanket. Nancy Brenny oversees the prayer shawl activity. 

Parish nurse individual visits during 2017 have increased by forty percent from the previous year. 
This involves visits to those who are ill being cared for at home, those in hospital or care facility, 
those in transitional or rehab facilities as well as hospice care. The increase in nurse visits re lects 
individuals with lengthy complex health circumstances, more people requesting referrals and visits 
from member care people, and also additional changes in circumstance. 

Wellness Sunday continues to be noted on the second Sunday of each month. Between worship ser-
vices on those days, the parish nurse is available in the conference room to check blood pressure. It 
should be noted that the nurse uses a new digital wrist monitor, making it more convenient than in 
the past, no longer requiring that one to slip the arm out of clothing. No need to feel you have to wear 
a short-sleeved shirt in order to have your blood pressure checked. 

There were 30 individuals who received their lu shots at church this year. These immunizations 
were administered by the Minnesota Visiting Nurse Association who also submit billing to insurance 
companies for this care. 

Feel free to schedule an appointment with the parish nurse for yourself or someone in need of a visit 
by calling directly 612-518-4357. 

Dorothy Ellerbroek 
Parish Nurse 

Parish N
urse 

Dorothy Ellerbroek 
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Director of Outreach 

At Good Shepherd, we have been involved in ministries of invitation, service 
and companionship as part of our outreach ministry. What a joy it is to invite 
our neighbors and friends to ind a place here, to serve others in Christ’s name, 
to reach out in companionship to our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout 
the world. 

Thank you to fellow members of the Mission Ministry Team – Martha  
Gisselquist, Nancy Liddy, Phil Jacobson – who have a deep commitment to  
these ministries and a passion for God’s church in this world. I invite you to 
read the report of the Mission Ministry Team which lists all the ministries of 
which we are a part. 

Once again, it has been thrilling working alongside so many of you who have given your time and 
talents in such diverse ways. I am amazed again and again by the steady and committed work of 
congregation members and others who never 
fail in “showing up,” in demonstrating their care 
for others and in offering new ideas for ministry 
with our partners. 

It’s important to note that – whether or not you 
have set foot in Camden Promise, drove Meals 
on Wheels, met with our friends in Ethiopia or 
Uruguay, or tied quilts – you are a key part of 
each of these ministry. Through the benevolenc-
es your inancial gifts support, you make these 
ministries possible and thereby reach out to oth-
ers with the good news of God's love. Thank you 
for your commitment to God's church and the mission to which we are called in our baptism! 

I want to highlight a few outreach opportunities during this past year and point to some develop-
ing opportunities for 2018. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2017: 

Camden Promise. Teams of Good Shepherd folks con-
tinue to provide leadership at Camden Promise Food Pan-
try and Clothes Closet the irst and third Saturday each 
month. This ongoing commitment has been so important to 
the sustainability of this ministry as well as providing us a 
meaningful and delightful service opportunity. In 2017 
Nancy Brenny and Pat Sykes took primary responsibility 
for the Clothes Closet, making it more accessible and there-
fore useful to the people who need it. Thank you! Great 
thanks also to Tim and Elaine Matyi, Ron and Gloria 
Hovland, Jennifer Johnson, Steve Daubenspeck, Connie and 
Phil Delzer, who continue to provide primary leadership 
the irst Saturday each month. This year a new team –  
Deb Ellsworth, Sue and Michaela Read, Allan and Louise 
Campbell, Cathy Roinas and Pat Sykes – made commit-
ments for faithful, ongoing work on the third Saturday each 
month. You all are amazing! D
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Director of Outreach 

A generous gifting of winter clothes and coats in the fall by people at Good Shepherd packed the 
Clothes Closet and delighted families shopping for warm clothes and for Christmas gifts. Your gener-
osity was overwhelming! 

At the end of December 2017, in the deep cold, the boilers at Gethsemane Lutheran Church (which 
hosts Camden Promise) stopped working, leaving them wondering if their ministry could continue. 
Our Good Shepherd Foundation quickly approved a grant of $10,000 – another indication of their 
generous care for others and of our ongoing commitment with Camden Promise. What a thrilling and 
gracious experience, to call their pastor and tell them a gift of that size was on its way to them! 
Thank you, Foundation! At Camden Promise, they continue to serve their neighborhood in remarka-
ble ways, while living on the edge of survival. We pray for their continuing ministry, and we wonder 
at their faith. 

Families Moving Forward. Because of the tremendous work of coordinators Bob Stein and  
Allan and Louise Campbell, as well as numerous volunteers, we hosted Families Moving Forward 
three times during 2017. And each time, families and children were cared for with love and compas-
sion. They also have left with several gifts, tangible evidence of our ongoing care for them: because of 
the compassion of Eleanor and Louis Walker, stuffed animals are given to each child and a Target gift 
card to each family; warm, colorful leece blankets prepared by our Sunday school children are pre-
sented to each child; and a Prayer Shawl (provided by Prayer Shawl ministry) and a quilt (provided 
by the Quilters) is given to each family. Thank you! 

Lake Harriet Bandshell Service. We were back at Lake Harriet Bandshell for worship in June, 
after taking a year off. It was a glorious day of worship along with a luncheon for all attending of Sub-
way sandwiches and Dad’s root beer loats (since it was Fathers’ Day). We look forward to continu-
ing that tradition. 

Feed My Starving 
Children. 
Through Mark 
Halvorson’s con-
nections and lead-
ership, we were 
involved in a 
week-long food 
packing event, 
involving so many 
at Good Shepherd. 
It was stunning to 
work together 
with thousands of 
others to pack 
meals for millions 
of children 
around the globe. 
In 2018 this event will be part of our Reformation celebration series, Project 31; we hope many, 
many congregation members and friends will come together on January 31 to work together at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Burnsville, the packing location this year. 

Gudina Tumsa Theological Forum. In July we hosted the sixth annual Gudina Tumsa Theologi-
cal Forum at Good Shepherd. In previous years this event was held at Luther Seminary, St. Paul;  
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Director of Outreach 

Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago; and Mekane Yesus Seminary in Addis Ababa. A number of 
scholars came together to discuss theology, especially ideas and initiatives arising out of the Ethio-
pian church. In fact, one of the presenters has since been named the Director for Theology and Mis-
sion for the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus! It was wonderful to host the group and 
also to demonstrate Good Shepherd’s commitment to the church in Ethiopia. It is noticed. 

Ethiopia Visit. A visit to Ethiopia by Cantáre and Friends, led by Ralph Johnson and Pastor 
Karl Jacobson, was planned for December 
2016 – January 2017. However, political 
dif iculties in Ethiopia made travel there 
unwise during that time period. The politi-
cal situation remains tense in Ethiopia, with 
demonstrations and cries for change and 
relief especially in the West and the North. 
The political party in power has been reluc-
tant to shift power in response. A tantaliz-
ing possibility has been offered by the gov-
ernment at the end of 2017 when some po-
litical prisoners (arrested during the last 
year’s protests) were released. We wait in 
hope. 

We have again been invited by the 
BirbirDilla Synod to come visit Aira, and we 
would love to do that! Two options exist 
right now for visits: a revisit of the Cantáre 
and Friends Music tour planned for last 
year as well as a working construction/ ix it 
trip to bring the guesthouses in Aira to 
good repair. Local Aira handymen are not 
pro icient in supporting Western-style 
houses (which the guesthouses are, built 
during the missionary period by Western 
missionaries), and we would go to do the 
work and train local handymen how to 
keep them in good repair. The guesthouses 
are a signi icant capital investment for the 
synod, and they are crucial for visits from 
church guests and delegations – including 
us! Since our last visit, a new BirbirDilla 
Synod president has been elected, and  
although we have met him in the past when 
he occupied another position in the church, it would be good to meet with him. We wait in hope for 
a safer time to return and spend time with our family there. We are in contact with our friends in 
Aira and also with Ethiopians living here to be sure to have a clear sense of what is safely possible. 

Resources for the Enrichment of African Lives (REAL). So many families and organizations 
at Good Shepherd have found such warm, personal joy from sponsoring a girl through REAL. At 
various times, we have had 24-28 families/organizations sponsoring girls in Ethiopia. For the past 
ten years, Carla Sykora has served on the board of REAL, serving as secretary as well as event plan-
ner for many gatherings. Carla recently resigned from the board. We salute her for ten years of in-
spired service and heartfelt love for the girls in Ethiopia. Thank you, Carla! D
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Mission Exploration. During three Sun-
day in October, displays telling about 
many of our ministries – including  
outreach ministries – were located 
throughout the church. Adults and chil-
dren were invited to visit and learn more 
about what we do as God’s people at Good 
Shepherd. It was a wonderful experience 
to have the people who are intimately in-
volved in these ministries speak with oth-
ers about why the ministry is meaningful 
for them and why it’s helpful to others. 
Thank you to all who hosted a display! 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2018: 
Ethiopia Visit. We will stay informed of 
the developing political situation in Ethio-
pia and when it is safe for us to travel 
there, we will plan another trip – another time to be God's church together. At this point we cannot be 
sure of the timing, but we know that our family in Ethiopia is eager for us to come. In God's time. 

Prayer Partners. Some folks have signed up as prayer partners for our various outreach minis-
tries. While we work at Loaves and Fishes, for example, you can be a prayer partner and hold us and 
the people we serve before God during that time period. That means anyone can be involved in any of 
our ministries! A renewed effort to enlist Prayer Partners will begin soon. 

Website Signup. A couple people have signed up to be involved in speci ic outreach ministries 
though our website – people who have not been involved in worship. Plus a few neighborhood teens 
have phoned to ask for service hours at Good Shepherd. In each case, this has been a fun, eye-opening 
experience for us and for them. This is a new and exciting development, and we hope to make it even 
easier for those who may not be part of our Sunday community to sign up via the website. 

You. There is a place for you in Good Shepherd's outreach ministries. Let me know if there's 
something that piques your interest or if you’re hearing God’s call to be involved in reaching out to 
others. I'd be thrilled to help you ind a place to serve. 

Karen Walhof 
Director of Outreach 
k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439 
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Ministry Board 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building sheltering others, walls made of living stone. 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.  
Christ be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

Christ Be Our Light (LBW ¹ 59) 

The Light of Love has come to all! We experienced this on Christmas Eve, and it is the promise up-
on which Good Shepherd’s ministries continue to grow and thrive. The Ministry Board oversees 
and supports these ministries and provides direction for the development of new ministries. The 
information on the following pages brie ly describes the important work that is happening in the 
current ministries at Good Shepherd.  

At the beginning of our work together in 2017, the Ministry Board continued its participation in 
the vision planning process, thoughtfully compiling and distributing input from the congregation 
about how Good Shepherd can best ful ill its mission. Members of the Board assumed leadership 
for giving ideas and direction toward implementing planning strategies related to the Welcome/
Hospitality ministries. 

Another important initiative for the Ministry Board in 2017 was planning and offering a “Living 
Your Strengths” class at Good Shepherd. Participants took the Clifton StrengthsFinder Assessment 
prior to the class. With information presented by StrengthsFinder coach and Good Shepherd Vice 
President Teresa Malko, including opportunities to engage with others in small group settings, 
those attending were able to discover and af irm their top ive talents and recognize the im-
portance of developing these into strengths and applying them in all aspects of their lives. The 
Ministry Board plans to keep this on their agenda in 2018. 

The ministries at Good Shepherd demonstrate our mission statement, “Where love comes to life.” 
Through these ministries, people within the congregation and countless others, both locally and 
globally, receive Christ-centered support and care. At the heart of these ministries is the faithful 
commitment of our many outstanding volunteers who offer their gifts of time and talents over and 
over again. The Ministry Board is honored and grateful to be support partners with these volun-
teers in all aspects of Good Shepherd’s ministries. 

A heartfelt thank you to the members of the 2017 Ministry Board: Pastor Debra Samuelson, Judy 
Baratta, Allan Campbell and Cathy Roinas. 

Andrea Norman 
Chair, Ministry Board  
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Mission Standing Ministry Team 

PURPOSE 
To reach out with hope to our neighbors nearby and far away in order to share the good news of 
God’s love, serve all people with the hands of Christ and work together to support those who are 
brothers and sisters in our calling to serve. 

ROLE 
Coordinate and support existing and new mission ministry teams at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd and its partners, including working with the teams to help plan efforts, recruit and  
support volunteers, and to communicate activity and opportunities for service to this church  
community. The Mission Ministry Team also oversees benevolence dollars that are budgeted to 
mission partners of this church community. 
 

Outreach at Good Shepherd includes ministries of invitation, service and companionship. We 
reach out, inviting our neighbors and friends to ind a place here – wherever they feel comforta-

ble. We serve others, as Christ’s 
hands, in numerous ways – helping 
those on the margins of our society 
who are homeless, hungry or strug-
gling. We reach out in companionship 
to brothers and sisters in Christ 
throughout the world and ind in 
them hope, vision and support as we 
live our call to be God’s people. So 
many at Good Shepherd have given 
their time and talents in many ways – 
individually, as families, as smaller 
groups within this community of 
faith. In addition to the speci ic minis-
tries listed here, junior high and sen-
ior high youth have served many 
through their outreach activities.  

The benevolence dollars included in the annual budget are an important part of funding many of 
these ministries. In addition, the Good Shepherd Foundation also has been an important partner 
in funding speci ic outreach ministries. 

Phil Jacobson, Martha Gisselquist (chair), Nancy Liddy and Karen Walhof serve on the Mission 
Ministry Team. If you are intrigued by any of these opportunities or have suggestions or questions 
about them, please contact Karen Walhof, director of outreach ministry 
(k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439).  

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD* 
Good Shepherd is a Bread for the World congregation. During an education hour, we engaged in 
Bread for the World's Offering of Letters, with many members of the congregation writing letters 
and emails and tweets to members of Congress about hunger issues and legislation needed. The 
Hunger Team spearheads this involvement. 

M
ission * Ministries supported through Good Shepherd benevolence funds in 2017. 
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Mission Standing Ministry Team 

CAMDEN PROMISE* 
For some years now, on the irst Saturday 
of each month, a dedicated team from 
Good Shepherd travels to north Minneap-
olis to help make food and clothing availa-
ble to families who struggle to make ends 
meet each month. This year the great ex-
citement is the addition of a team serving 
in the food pantry and clothes closet on 
the third Saturday each month. That 
means Good Shepherd handles interac-
tions with shoppers each Saturday they 
come to get food and clothing. In addition, 
this summer we served three hot dog din-
ners at Camden Promise – a weekly event 
for them. During Advent, a call for gently 
used clothing and adult coats reaped a 

generous gathering of clothes which we gratefully received by families at Camden Promise. At the 
end of December, the boilers at Gethsemane Lutheran Church, which hosts Camden Promise, 
failed, and they faced serious questions of continuing their ministry. On December 31, Vic Perl-
bachs, Foundation chair, presented a $10,000 check to Gethsemane Lutheran Church for installa-
tion of new boilers and restoration of ministry.  

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY SERVICES* 
The irst Sunday of each month is Food Shelf Sunday at Good Shepherd. Non-perishable food, along 
with cash or checks go to Community Emergency Services, which opens its food closet every Fri-
day to families who need assistance. Russ Fystrom makes the trek each Monday to deliver the food. 
The Hunger Team has been instrumental in making this ministry more visible at Good Shepherd, 
distributing grocery bags at worship, this year especially during the summer because families are 
more burdened when children don’t receive meals at school. This year the Hunger Team also dis-
tributed an Advent Calendar, inviting people to daily devotion, reading a brief scripture reading 
and giving food each day. The dozens of bags brimming with food under the Christmas Giving Tree 
at the end of Advent were a reminder of the commitment of this congregation’s members to serv-
ing those who are hungry. 

ELCA WORLD HUNGER* 
Good Shepherd members received of-
fering envelopes for ELCA World Hun-
ger as part of their offering envelope 
package. Gifts given in that way are 
passed on to this churchwide program 
which provides food, supports pro-
grams to alleviate hunger, advocates for 
changing laws and systems, and edu-
cates about hunger issues. 

LOAVES & FISHES* 
Hardworking groups of Good Shepherd 
folks have been going to St. Stephen’s 
School, 22nd and Stevens, for many 
years on the third Tuesday of every  M
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other month. One group prepares meals; another group serves hungry, often homeless, people and 
inally cleans up afterward. Debbie Anderson contacts volunteers and supervises the serving time. 

Members of the Boy Scout Troup based at Good Shepherd often assist in serving. Karen Walhof fa-
cilitates the afternoon food preparation crew. This year a collection of adult’s socks – through the 
Christmas Giving Tree – produced nearly 300 pairs, most of which went to Loaves and Fishes. (A 
smaller number went to the Simpson Shelter.) For those living on the streets or in shelters, a new 
pair of socks is a godsend! 

MEALS ON WHEELS* 
A number of Good Shepherd folks have continued to deliver meals to people who are homebound, 
elderly or disabled, and unable to prepare their own meals. Meals are picked up at Peace United 
Methodist Church. Sylvia Pedersen enlists and schedules 
volunteers. Additional volunteers would be welcomed. 
Contact Sylvia or Karen Walhof if you have an hour to 
share every ive to six weeks. 

SIMPSON SHELTER 
This is a new ministry 2017, led by the Youth and their 
families, along with Mark Halvorson. At two times fami-
lies have prepared an evening meal at Simpson Shelter 
and served the people who come there for shelter and 
safety. Right before Christmas, the meal included home-
baked Christmas cookies – a wonderful gift from cookie 
bakers at Good Shepherd. Many pairs of adult-sized socks 
went to Simpson Shelter, as well, given through the 
Christmas Giving Tree. 

HOUSING THE HOMELESS 

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD*  
Good Shepherd hosted homeless families for one week three times during 2017. In addition to 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and a bed, families at Good Shepherd spend fellowship time with guests 
during the evening hours. Bob Stein and Allan and Louise Campbell are co-directors of Families 
Moving Forward at Good Shepherd. During the past year stuffed animals and leece blankets have 
been given to children of families lodging here, and prayer shawls and quilts have been given to 
each family.  

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE HOMELESS YOUTH* 
Although we do not have “hands on” involvement in this ministry, it is an absolutely important way 
of helping young people who have been discarded by their families or felt a need to leave home. The 
interactions with these young people requires trained, authorized leaders, and LSS does it as well as 
anyone. Hundreds of “kids” are helped, with services including housing, treatment, job search and 
ongoing support. At LSS, no one is left behind. LSS walks with them. 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE OF MINNESOTA* 
LSS offers a wide range of human support services related to the basic necessities of life – food  
and shelter, physical health and safety, and emotional and spiritual well being. These services re-
quire trained personnel offering ongoing assistance, working closely with the state and federal  
governments.   

M
ission  * Ministries supported through Good Shepherd benevolence funds in 2017. 
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66 WEST 
With the leadership of our neighbors at Edina 
Community Lutheran Church, an apartment 
building for homeless youth was established 
near Southdale. Opening in May 2017, it offers 
39 studio apartments and is managed by Bea-
con Housing – the same people who oversee 
Families Moving Forward. A few years ago, as 
part of the 10% for Mission part of our capital 
appeal, $25,000 went to 66 West for their 
building/renovation program. This year the 
Quilters gave three of their creations to 66 
West, where residents can choose a permanent gift from the quilts donated by several congrega-
tions. In addition, the proceeds from the Good Shepherd Golf Open and Putt-Putt Course in August 
2017 went to 66 West, totaling over $1,000! 

URBAN HOMEWORKS* 
Good Shepherd folks help repair and update homes in the city through Urban Homeworks. Joel 
Marty leads this ministry which helps families care for their homes and stay in the city. It’s a home-
redeeming ministry led by those with construction experience or interest. Love a hammer in your 
hand? Call Joel. 

STANDING WITH OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AROUND THE WORLD 

ETHIOPIA OUTREACH* 
We continue to experience a warm and embracing ministry with our brothers and sisters in Ethio-
pia, especially at Lalo Aira Congregation, Aira Hospital and Onesimus Nesib Seminary, all in Aira. 
Although a planned trip in December 2016-January 2017 had to be cancelled because of unrest in 
the country, we long for the time we can return to be with our family in Ethiopia again. Political  
unrest continues, and we pray for conversations between ethnic groups and for peace with justice. 
An option on the Christmas Giving Tree allowed Good Shepherd families to give money to support 
needy students at the seminary and patients at the hospital. That money will go to the administra-
tors, for use as they determine. 

This year we were able to host the Gudina Tumsa Theological Forum at Good Shepherd, an annual 
event that invites scholars together to hear presentations and discuss theology in the African con-
text.  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA* 
Through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Minneapolis Area Synod we 
were able in 2016 to invite, reach out and walk together with other congregations, a multitude of 

national organizations and ministries, and our global partners in so 
many ways that we could not do as a single congregation. 

ELCA GOOD GIFTS 
As part of the Christmas Giving Tree, members gave monetary gifts 
designated for one of the items in the ELCA Good Gifts catalog – 
chicks, bees, a goat, health services, food for families, school sup-
plies, books –which will stimulate livelihoods, education and health 
for many! Members of Good Shepherd gave over $900 this year (as 
well as $1,200 to Lutheran World Relief) through this ministry. M
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LUTHER SEMINARY GLOBAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP* 
Good Shepherd provided scholarship funds for Ethiopian students at Luther Seminary, St. Paul. 
When their degrees are completed, those students will return to Ethiopia, teaching in the seminary 
there or serving in leadership positions in the church. 

MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP* 
Through ELCA Global Mission, Good Shepherd has contributed to the spon-
sorship of a missionary for many, many years. Professor Rosanne Swanson 
continues as our sponsored missionary. She teaches at a seminary in  
Pematang Siantar, North Sumatra, Indonesia. We were delighted to wel-
come Dr. Swanson to the pulpit at Good Shepherd this summer as she  
visited in the area. 

NUESTRO SALVADOR 
We continue to be in conversation with our brothers and sisters at Nuestro Salvador, in Montevideo, 
Uruguay. When Tim and Elaine Matyi traveled there this fall, they brought along copies of The Fulton 
Catechism as gifts to the congregation. 

RESOURCES FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF AFRICAN LIVES (REAL) 
Twenty-eight members or ministries at Good Shepherd support girls’ education in Ethiopia through 
REAL, a Minneapolis-based, non-pro it organization. Carla Sykora has served on the REAL board of 
directors for some years. Sunday school offerings are supporting one girl in Ethiopia, and the youth 
group supports another. Some of the girls irst supported by Good Shepherd members have now 
completed university classes and many are now in graduate programs. And new generations of girls 
continue to receive support from Good Shepherd members. 

YOUNG ADULTS IN GLOBAL MISSION SCHOLARSHIP 
Good Shepherd will provide the inancial support necessary for any member youth who is accepted 
to serve in this program. We remember with great appreciation Dave Matyi's service in Uruguay as 
part of Young Adults in Global Mission. Rob Albright heads this ministry team. Young adults who 
might be interested in this service can talk to Rob. 

BEING GOOD NEIGHBORS 

EBENEZER HEALTH CENTER 
As part of the Christmas Giving Tree, members of Good 
Shepherd bought gifts for residents of the Ebenezer Health 
Center – older folks who often no longer have families that 
are a part of their lives or Christmas celebration.   

JOIN IN EVENTS* 
We extended an invitation to neighbors to join in by attend-
ing events, including the Blessing of the Animals, Halloween 
on Ewing, the summer comedies, the Christmas musical, 
lunch at the Lake Harriet Bandshell, the annual Plaza Party, 
and Refreshments & Restrooms during the Edina Art Fair.  

HUNGER MINISTRY TEAM* 
This ministry team, led by Allan Campbell, is addressing the 
issue of hunger locally and globally. In addition to the Bread for the World Offering of Letters,  

M
ission  * Ministries supported through Good Shepherd benevolence funds in 2017. 
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members of the team were further involved in political action regarding hunger by participating 
in the Day on the Hill in St. Paul, interacting with legislators about hunger-related issues, encour-
aging food collection at Good Shepherd for Community Emergency Service, including an Advent 
Calendar that produced scores of bags of food. 

OUR REDEEMER OROMO EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Although this congregation of Ethiopian immigrants is located in Minneapolis, their experiences 
and their faith expand our understanding of God’s global church. We continue to anticipate great-
er ministry with this congregation and celebrate their faithful service in Christ's name, providing 
leadership in this country and in many others throughout the world. 

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN YOUTH CENTER* 
Good Shepherd has been in ministry with PCYC for many years. This year the con irmation kids 
purchased gifts for PCYC’s Christmas shopping experience and members gave gifts through the 
Christmas Giving Tree. Young adults, youth and adults from Good Shepherd helped children shop 
at the Christmas Store. 
Herb Morgenthaler 
serves on the PCYC 
board.  

QUILTERS* 
Full-size and baby 
quilts are fashioned by 
the Quilters and then 
distributed to non-
pro it agencies in  
Minneapolis/St. Paul 
who assist families 
and children. In addi-
tion, the Quilters do-
nate quilts to Lutheran 
World Relief, as well 
as to the families we 
host at Families Mov-
ing Forward. Nancy Shelstad heads the Quilters. 

CARING FOR CREATION 

GREEN TEAM 
The Green Team focuses on ways that Good Shepherd can be good stewards of creation and the 
resources we have been given. We would like to renew the ministry of the Green Team. Are you 
interested in providing leadership? There is so much we could do. 

Karen Walhof 
Mission Standing Ministry Team 
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PURPOSE 
We learn from others and each other as we begin and continue on our faith journey and in our un-
derstanding of how God calls us to live and serve. The Lifelong Learning Team ensures that the  
children, youth and adults of this congregation be given meaningful opportunities at all times in our 
lives so that we may continually grow in faith and be equipped to serve God every day. 

ROLE 
Plan, support, and oversee new and existing educational opportunities for children, youth and 
adults for both Good Shepherd and the broader communities through supporting staff initiatives, 
arranging guest speakers when necessary and initiating learning as needed. The team will empha-
size and promote the faith practices of prayer and Bible study in our community. The team will pro-
mote and communicate learning opportunities through electronic and printed means. The team re-
views budgetary needs for lifelong learning on an annual basis. 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION FOR MEN 
On Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m. the men’s coffee group meets to share fellowship, conversation 
about what is happening in the world around them, their own lives and in the life of the church. Cof-
fee, cookies and caring conversation de ine this group of men. 

FINANCIAL PEACE 
Good Shepherd was proud to host the Dave Ramsey class known as Financial Peace University. Over 
the course of nine consecutive Saturdays, led by Joy and Kevin Roellinger, a group of 15 members 
and non-members learned about and engaged in conversations around personal inance, iscal re-
sponsibility, budgeting and more. With topics and interactive lessons about getting out of debt,  
developing and implementing a budget, mortgages, insurance and college planning to name a few, 
these individuals and couples were able to become more aware of the inances in their own lives 
and begin to take more control of their money. Although this is not speci ically a Bible study, the 
language of our faith is a constant through this program. The Bible talks about money, talents, and 
resources quite often. A goal of this program is to help see those things through the lens of scrip-
ture, to help people be intentional about their inances as apart of their faith not separate. We hope 
to offer a class in 2018. If you have questions or interest contact either Joy and Kevin Roellinger or 
Mark Halvorson. 

LIFELINES 
In 2017, Lifelines we gathered together to explore together the big ideas, big problems, big hopes 
and big promises that shape our lives. We did, and do this using the Bible and our Lutheran heritage 
as resources for making sense of a life faith, hope and love. 

This year we emphasized our approach to reading the Bible and living the life of faith from the dis-
tinctive Lutheran perspective. Our topics included conversations about honoring our father/mother 
at the end of life, loving our neighbors as ourselves and the Christian faith in a pluralistic world; 
“Here I Stand,” 1. Why Martin Luther matters more than Donald Trump (or any president) and a 
series about the unexpected in the Bible: Everything You Know About the Bible, is WRONG!, That’s 
in the Bible?!, and What the Bible Doesn’t Say. 

Looking forward to the spring, we will work through a study of the book of Galatians called 
“Reading Galatians with Luther,” led by Pastor Del Jacobson (February 11 through March 18), and 
then turn to the fundamentals of talking to God in April. 

A reminder: we have moved Lifelines from the basement up to the parlor. Any and all are welcome. 
Please grab a cup of coffee and a treat, and join us! 

Lifelong Learning 
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LISTENING TO UNDERSTAND, NOT TO COUNTER OR CONVINCE 
What do we say to someone, perhaps someone we love dearly, who has passionate political opin-
ions that happen to be the opposite of ours? And when we talk with them, how can we listen  
respectfully, while not agreeing with them, without giving up our own beliefs and values? It seems 
our fears have divided us and we no longer recognize each other. This discussion group, sponsored 
by our own Mission Ministry Team, met several times in April and November of 2017. It was dif i-
cult. We listened, and we saw the faces of our loved ones and neighbors in those across the table. 

LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS CLASS 
On a Saturday morning in September, members and friends of Good Shepherd discovered and af-
irmed their top ive talents and in small group settings considered ways to develop these into 

strengths and to apply them in their daily lives. Participants took the Clifton StrengthsFinder  
Assessment prior to the class and StrengthsFinder coach and Good Shepherd member Teresa Malko 
provided information and small group tasks to provide understanding and create awareness of how 
engaging one’s strengths can add ful illment to their lives.  

MEN’S PSALMS GROUP 
Our monthly meeting of Psalms and Pscotch met throughout 2017. We meet to work our way 
through one psalm each month, over fellowship and lively conversation, and one good scotch. We 
meet at the home of Tim and Elaine Matyi. There are plenty of psalms left to go, and all kinds of  
different scotches to sample, and plenty of room for men of the congregation to grow in faith and 
fellowship. All are welcome. If you would like to be on the email list, contact Pastor Jacobson or 
(preferably) Tim Matyi. 

MEN’S RETREAT 
In 2017 the men’s retreat was held at the family cabin of David and Mary Quello – many thanks to 
the Quellos. The retreat was 
held at the start of the church 
year (over Rally Day weekend), 
starting Thursday night, and 
ending Sunday morning. Our 
devotional sessions, once 
Thursday night, twice each Fri-
day and Saturday, and once 
Sunday morning, were centered 
around the new Fulton Cate-
chism; in fact the men’s retreat 
was the “dry run” of the new 
catechism before editing and 
rewriting were done. We ex-
plored together what it means 
to live Christian lives with the 
questions of faith – at work, in 
our families and in our (ahem) neighborhoods – at the center. 

Plans for the next men’s retreat are forthcoming, for summer of 2018. 

MIDRASH ON FRANCE: THE WEDNESDAY MORNING GROUP 
In Judaism, midrash is a term given to a genre of rabbinic literature. The midrash is an approach to 
interpreting and understanding Scripture. Said another way, it’s an approach that guides the follow-
ing: “God said it. I believe it. Now let’s talk about what it means.” Li
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The Wednesday morning group is a bit like midrash; “Midrash on France!” if you will – where each 
week we wrestle with the Bible, with books, with topics of the day, in an attempt to better under-
stand our faith, and maybe even more importantly, understand how to bring our faith into our lives 
and into our day. One of the many highlights of 2017 was our group’s journey through the Psalms! 
This group has been meeting on Wednesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. for over 15 years, and there’s 
always been plenty to talk about! All voices are heard and listened to, and in community we’re able 
to strengthen and support each other.   

All that said, we welcome new voices at all times and invite you to consider joining us, which you 
can do at any time. There really are no requirements. No dues! No secret handshakes! Free coffee 
and muf ins! Come when you can! For more information on the group or if you’d like to be included 
on our weekly email, please contact John Mendesh at john.mendesh@genmills.com 

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Good Shepherd women and friends meet in a home setting in the fall and spring for study and con-
versation. The topics vary and can center around a Biblical story or theme; the narrative lectionary 
texts from Sunday morning worship or Biblical stories, texts or verses that have personal signi i-
cance to the participants. The focus of the conversation is always on how the Bible speaks to our 
lives today in a changing and fast–paced culture. The setting is casual and the conversation is both 
thoughtful and enjoyable. New people are always welcome! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School runs September through May. Early Childhood Sunday School (age 2-kindergarten) 
opens in Room 220 to learn the Bible story through puppets and story-telling. In small groups, 
trained teachers help the kids to delve deeper into the story through crafts, games and prayer. The 
education hour for these kids closes with music and the crazy antics of Petey the puppet. It's all 
about learning God's story. 

In elementary Sunday School (1st-5th grade) kids rotate every 15 minutes. Kids in this age start in 
small groups so that they can make friends, open the Bible, pray and collect offering. They then 
come together for worship in a large group format with music, story and prayer. Often the time is 
closed with a rotation in crafts, games or in the kitchen. It's all about connecting God's story to daily 
life. Curriculum for both age groups comes from 
a collaborative writing team with four other  
churches. 

New! Sunday School took their Christmas Pro-
gram on the road to the Waters Nursing Home 
on 50th Street. They also sang there in the 
spring. After Easter, Lifelines, Youth Group and 
Sunday School collaborated to provide all-ages 
learning during the education hour. Together, 
we learned the Bible story, asked some deep 
questions and engaged in service projects. 
(Heather Roth Johnson) 

THIRD FRIDAY BOOK GROUP 
Formerly called the Women's Book Discussion Group, the name was changed in 2017 to encourage 
a more diverse inclusive participation. We meet the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. Coffee is 
furnished. We read a wide range of topics, both iction and non- iction, current and recent issues, as 
well as classics. All are welcome to join in for lively conversation and fellowship. 

Lifelong Learning 
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WEDNESDAY U 
Wednesday U was our take on Wednesday, with both continuing and new programs for children, 
youth and adults. The lineup of Wednesday U, 
included classes, social time, food and rehearsals 
designed to involve all ages and all interests.  

Some of the highlights were: 

Conversations: “Family Finances,” with Joy and 
Kevin Roellinger and “Talking about My Faith” 
with Deb Stehlin from the Minneapolis Area  
Synod. 

Adult Ed Class: Three weeks on the Fulton Cate-
chism, and two three-week series on growing in 
our understanding of our Muslim neighbors and 
the basics of their faith. 

A joint session of both the Adult Ed Class and Conversations featured “Early Dawn: Luther's 95  
Theses Martin Luther and the Reformation’s Beginning” with the Rev. Dr. Hans Wiersma of  
Augsburg University. 

The goal of Wednesday U is to work at sharing the Gospel with those around us, to come to know 
our brothers and sisters in Christ just a bit better, to grow in our faith and then take it to the hall-
ways and homes and places of business in our local and global community. 

WOMEN OF GOOD SHEPHERD BIBLE STUDIES 
The two Bible studies combined beginning in fall 2016. They meet in the Social Room at 7500 York 
on the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. and are led by Pastor Debra Samuelson and Shirley 
Brandt. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT  
At the end of April a group of 23 women gathered at Dunrovin Retreat Center for the 4th annual 
weekend retreat, “Celebrating Our Stories.” The weekend began with participants sharing an object 
from home that told an important story about them, continued with learning about the story of  
Esther, and celebrated our stories through writing and art and in song and worship. We talked, 
laughed and prayed – sharing time together not always found at church. Women will again gather at 
the end of April for the 2018 retreat.  

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
It is our responsibility to share our faith with others and equip each generation with the knowledge 
of our stories as well as the deep love our God has for us – love that is seen through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Students in middle school gather weekly for both large group and 
small group learning and conversation focusing on our scripture texts, events happening in our 
world and the things we all experience day to day. Conversations help remind students of their 
worth, their value and the love our God has for them. 

With a dedicated group of volunteer adults who help drive these learning experiences for students, 
we explore how faith is relevant not just on Sundays and Wednesdays, but all week long. 

High school youth group continues to build upon those experiences and conversations, often taking Li
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them deeper. Weekly our 
high school students 
meet to play and laugh 
and dig into the stuff of 
life, the things that de ine 
our faith and our rela-
tionships with God and 
each other. 

Both middle and high 
school ministries have 
service as a key compo-
nent to the educational 
programming we do, liv-
ing out the faith we dis-
cuss in mission to others. 

There’s a place for every-
one to plug in, and on 
Sunday mornings many 

of our middle and high school students ind themselves volunteering as teachers through our im-
pactful Sunday school program. These students live out their faith by being examples to the younger 
ones – showing what it looks like to stay connected to the church, showing us all what role models 
look like. Those students not engaged in teaching are invited to check in and discuss a key part of 
worship or the scripture for the day and spend time together. 

All are welcome, all are students, all are teachers. (Mark Halvorson) 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Vacation Bible School was held June 15-18 for chil-
dren age 3 through 5th grade. With 50 participants 
including kids plus youth and adult volunteers, we 
gathered together to sing, worship, praise, play and 
serve God and our neighbors as we went on a Maker 
Fun Factory adventure. For elementary students, 
VBS had extended care hours on June 15 and June 
16 that included service projects. They spent an af-
ternoon at Feed My Starving Children and sang 
songs and told the story of Jesus to the residents at 
the Waters on 50th Avenue. We had a candy making 
station under the direction of master chef, Mandy 
Bond. She also led the kids in making homemade 
candy! June 18, VBS families, volunteers, and staff 
celebrated with worship and picnic at Lake Harriet 
Bandshell. Special thanks to colleagues Ralph Johnson, Mark Halvorson, and Laura Stein and to the 
VBS interns: Hannah Jacobson and Berit Johnson. It was a beautiful week together!  
(Heather Roth Johnson) 

Pastor Karl Jacobson, Chair 
Lifelong Learning Standing Ministry Team 
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PURPOSE 
We are a people committed to showing hospitality and fostering community within our  
congregation and the wider community. We desire to follow the example of Jesus who demon-
strated kindness and friendliness with comfort and hope for all. The Welcome/Hospitality 
Ministry Team leads this congregation in its desire to show hospitality by providing opportu-
nities that foster community and offer a welcoming environment. 

ROLE 
Promote and encourage within the congregation a welcoming presence for all on Sunday 
mornings and for other ministry events. Provide ways for friends, visitors and new members 
to engage in the life of the Good Shepherd community. Insure ongoing, invitational visitor fol-
low-up. Partner with the Mission Standing Ministry Team in providing hospitality for ministry 
outreach events. Promote and encourage the development of fellowship events. Support and 
recruit volunteers. 
 
Throughout 2017, the Welcome/Hospitality Standing Ministry Team partnered with Good 
Shepherd’s neighborhood outreach ministries 
in supporting invitational initiatives and in 
coordinating welcomers and hosts for neigh-
borhood outreach events. Visitors and guests 
were warmly welcomed to participate and en-
joyed a variety of social, performance, worship 
and blessing events with our Good Shepherd 
congregation. This team also hosts congrega-
tional events such as the Rally Day picnic, 
Christmas Eve refreshments and the annual 
meeting lunch. 

Much of the 2017 Welcome/Hospitality minis-
try at Good Shepherd happened because of the 
faithful commitment of many who participated 
in the Good Shepherd teams described below. Thank you to each person on these teams who 
helped this vital ministry continue to grow and to all in our congregation who reach out with a 
warm welcome to our guests and visitors.  

COURTYARD GARDENERS, BUS DRIVERS AND KITCHEN PATROL 
These teams quietly go about their work. The gardeners plant, water and tend the beautiful court-
yard lowers. The bus drivers faithfully transport our members to church on Sunday mornings 
and sometimes for special occasions. The kitchen patrol, along with the custodians, clean and 
maintain the kitchen and the pantry.  

DISCOVERY CLASSES 
Pastor Debra Samuelson and Heather Roth Johnson offered new member classes throughout the 
year. They were an opportunity for those interested in exploring membership to learn about the 
different ministries of this church, explore their faith and learn why we worship God as we do.  

GOLDEN SHEPHERDS 
The Golden Shepherds are the active seniors of the congregation who gather for fellowship, edu-
cation and entertainment and who encourage a continuing bridge between older and younger 
members. 

Golden Shepherds interact with different ages of the congregation by providing baptismal candles 
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to the families at each baptism, providing contributions to the scholarship funds enabling children 
and youth to participate in the summer music and service programs, and making the Christ in Our 
Home devotional booklets available to all in the congregation. 

The Golden Shepherds contribute to the congregation bus fund when we use the bus for "away" 
events.  

Memorials are sent to the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd Foundation to commemorate the 
death of congregation seniors. 

2017 GOLDEN SHEPHERDS PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

Total programs and events  9 
Total number of participants  229 
Average attendance per program  25 
 
Programs held in Fellowship Hall  6 
Attendance at the programs  167 
Average attendance at the program  28 
 
Events held away from church   3* 
Number participating  62 
Average attendance per event  21 

 
*We had two church tour events scheduled which were 
cancelled at the last minute due to a funeral service at 
the church. Our best attended events were the December 
Christmas Buffet (attendance of 72, a 50% increase over 
the attendance in 2016) and the tour of the newly re-
modeled state capital (a full bus of 26 attending). 

The 2017 Golden Shepherds Program Committee contin-
uing into 2018 are President Lee Tallakson, Secretary 
Peggy Mullick, Treasurer Carol Sweiven, Program Chair 
Karen Wilkinson, David Dubke, Janice Peterson, George 
Stein and staff Pastor Debra Samuelson.   

We miss the participation of two of our long-time  
committee members – Audrey Hagen and Margaret 
Christenson. Audrey, who served a long term as the com-
mittee secretary, is taking a well-deserved retirement 
from the committee. Margaret became the Program Chair 
following Kenn Barry and continued to meet with the 
committee when her health allowed, until passing away 
this last year. We have great appreciation for all they both have done to support the Golden  
Shepherds program.  

The planning committee welcomes suggestions for the monthly programs. All are invited to share 
ideas with committee members and/or to leave suggestions in the Golden Shepherds' box in the 
of ice. 
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OFFICE RECEPTIONISTS  
Volunteer Of ice Receptionist work one morning or afternoon per week (or as needed) answering 
phones, greeting visitors and helping with of ice projects. Their work is invaluable to the staff and 
congregation. Contact Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org if you would like more infor-
mation.  

GOLF OUTING  
This past August, we held the second annual golf outing 
with over twenty participants. Additionally, the Saturday 
before the event, a Putt-Putt event was held at Good 
Shepherd with over thirty participants. Both events were 
part of a fund-raiser for the youth shelter, 66 West in 
Edina. Over $1,000 was raised, once again showing the 
generosity of members and friends of Good Shepherd. 
Thank you to all who participated.  

RALLY DAY PICNIC 
The excitement of Rally Sunday included a picnic for all 
ages on the France Avenue plaza. Everyone enjoyed 
brats and hotdogs, beautiful keyboard music by Jacob 
Peterson, games for the kids and face painting. It was a 
fun time for all. 

SACRED GROUNDS COFFEE SHOP 
Each Sunday morning, and for special events year round, the Sacred Grounds Coffee Shop is open 
and brimming with activity and fellowship. This coffee shop is a gathering place offering specialty 
coffees, hot chocolate and hot tea. 

Relationships are at the heart of this ministry, and we are always excited to offer a great cup of cof-
fee and a smile to the regulars and visitors alike. Of 
special note is the way this space has been used to 
provide hospitality during the performances of the 
holiday musical “Annie, Jr.” this past December, add-
ing to the wonderful atmosphere of those communi-
ty events (with the help of gallons of hot chocolate 
and dozens of cans of whipped cream). 

Sacred Grounds offers a great place for inter-
generational connections. People of all ages are  
welcome to become a barista at Sacred Grounds. 
Training sessions are conducted to ensure everyone 
knows how to safely and professionally make some 
cool (meaning hot) coffee drinks. Contact Stephen 
Nordness or Mark Halvorson if you are interested in 
becoming a Sacred Grounds barista in 2018. 

TOGETHER  
The magazine continues to be a wonderful re lection 
on the Good Shepherd community of faith in all of its 
many expressions. If the congregation as a whole are 
God’s hand’s and feet, Together has become God’s W
el

co
m

e/
H

os
pi

ta
lit

y 



39 

 

Welcome/Hospitality Standing 
Ministry Team 

W
elcom

e/H
ospitality 

eyes into our work in the world around us. We are blessed and have been blessings to each other and 
the communities we serve. It is such a joy to share these stories centered in faith. They are told with 
words of love and conviction, ampli ied by great design and graphics, and come alive with fantastic 
photography that captures the Holy Spirit at work. 

VISITOR WELCOMERS 
The Visitor Welcomer Team continues its outreach to irst-time visitors. Visitor Welcomers deliver a 
gift bag with cookies, Sacred Grounds Coffee and Good Shepherd ministry brochures to their home, 
offering a friendly personal greeting from our congregation.  

VISITOR WELCOME TABLE 
 As an outreach to our Sunday morning visitors, a new visitor welcome table was set up in the nar-
thex. A welcoming member at the visitor table offers a warm welcome, friendly conversation and  
answers to questions. In addition to the personal welcome, visitors can pick up a Join In brochure, 
current Together magazine, a bag of cookies and packet of Sacred Grounds coffee. A sign-up sheet is 
available if a visitor would like to receive Good Shepherd’s weekly email news. This has been well re-
ceived by visitors, especially younger adults and families. 

WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA 
Emily Glaser, a student at Augsburg University, came to Good Shepherd in the summer of 2017, 
through the UpTurnships program, as a communications intern. Her projects included building a so-
cial media calendar, creating website enhancements and looking at ways to leverage an enhanced  
social media presence to reach millennials and younger audiences. Working together with three Good 
Shepherd members, a new Social Media Management team was formed. Beth Helgen leads that team 
and is executing and expanding on those efforts. This team will take the lead in creation of engaging 
posts on behalf of the church on its social media platforms. Youth and young adults will be invited to 
create content as well. It’s a multi-generational virtual community that very much re lects Good  
Shepherd’s non-virtual community. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER 
Wednesday night supper has a new 
look and a new name. Come to Sacred 
Grounds for a buck-a-slice pizza. The 
baristas will provide you with a great 
cup of coffee or cocoa. Have your piz-
za and be on your way to choir, class, 
high school youth group or relax and 
chat with friends. 

WELCOME CENTER  
The Welcome Center is a place for 
visitors and members. It is staffed by 
Welcome Center hosts on Sundays as 
well as special services and events. Our hosts welcome visitors through conversation and through dis-
tribution of Good Shepherd literature such as Together and Join In. It is also the place for members 
and visitors to sign up for speci ic ministries or volunteer opportunities, and it is a home base for the 
Sunday Morning Service Teams. Anyone interested in serving as a Welcome Center Host should con-
tact Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org. 

Andrea Norman 
Chair, Welcome/Hospitality Standing Ministry Team 
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Congregational Care Ministry Team 

PURPOSE 
To provide support to those in our Good Shepherd community as they face life’s transitions and 
challenges, reaching out with spiritual care, social connections, and health and wellness opportuni-
ties to our congregation and to those who are homebound. 

ROLE 
Support existing Good Shepherd teams and establish new teams as needed; enlist and guide volun-
teers in their ministries of care; identify care recipients; promote and communicate an awareness 
of care needs of members; ensure con identiality. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
SUB-GROUP OF THE WELCOME/HOSPITALITY STANDING MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Congregational Care is an extension of the Welcome/Hospitality Standing Ministry Team. This group 
implemented a Caller/Visitor Ministry Team, which was active throughout this past year. Planning 
continues toward identifying and addressing care needs within our congregation. Listed below are 
the current ministries of the church that encompass Congregational Care. 

CALLER/VISITOR MINISTRY TEAM 
The Caller/Visitor Ministry Team keeps in touch with members and friends of Good Shepherd who 
are unable to participate in worship and other church activities due to aging, illness or other chal-
lenging circumstances. This past year, members of this team provided friendly calls and visits to our 
homebound members. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE CIRCLE 
The circle and other members of Good Shepherd served six funeral lunches and one ordination in 
2017. The circle gave gifts to REAL, Community Emergency Services, Luther Seminary and PCYC 
Christmas sale. 

For their inancial report, please see page 63.  

HOLY YOGA 
Holy Yoga is offered every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in the Good Shepherd gym. It offers a great oppor-
tunity to renew, refresh and strengthen the body and soul. We gather to share, care and pray for 
each other while building muscle and balance. We do this by stretching, breathing and holding poses. 
The goal is to build stronger bodies to keep us healthier as we age. This class is for anyone and eve-
ryone, no matter age or mobility level. No sign up re-
quired. Come anytime, and bring a friend or neighbor. 
All are welcome. 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY 
Eighteen months in and the Lay Eucharistic Ministers’ 
ministry is going strong. Eucharistic ministers receive 
a brief training and a sending blessing quarterly from 
the congregation. Each month homebound members of 
the congregation are visited and offered Holy Com-
munion, with elements that have been blessed from 
the altar during worship. Visits also include friendly 
conversation and prayer.  
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Congregational Care Ministry Team 
Congregational Care 

MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT 
Good Shepherd was host in 2017 to two programs sponsored by NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness). These provided support and local resource information for family members of individuals 
suffering with mental illness and for care providers. In August, Good Shepherd member Cathy 
Mooney facilitated a 12-week Family to Family class, and in October NAMI offered a Hope for  
Recovery workshop with information related to crisis management, suicide prevention and helping  
strategies.  

PRAYER CHAIN 
The Good Shepherd Prayer Chain, led by Jan Brantley, continues to be steadfast in exercising the 
power of intercessory prayer. When a request for prayer is received, it is quietly and con identially 
passed to over 30 people who have made a commitment to faithfully hold that request in prayer. Jan 
Brantley and Ruth Johnson facilitate prayer request notices to the volunteers who pray faithfully for 
those in need. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
The prayer shawl ministry has been an active part of the caring ministries of our church since 

2003. As a prayer shawl is knitted or crocheted, 
the maker prays for the person who will receive it. 
Prayers for God to provide healing of body, mind 
and spirit and prayers for God’s love to surround 
and support the recipient of the shawl are offered 
and “woven into the shawl” as it is being made. 
When the shawl is given to someone, it becomes a 
mantle of love and God’s healing presence.  

Prayer shawls are given by the church staff to 
those who are going through dif icult times.  
Others have been purchased for family members 
or friends. Baby prayer blankets also have been 
made and given to babies when they were  
baptized.  

QIGONG CLASS 
Member Jeff Larson offered a third session of  
Qigong for members and friends of Good Shepherd 
on Saturday mornings for four weeks in March and 
April 2017. Previous sessions took place in the fall of 
2015 and the Spring of 2016 and focused on basic 
movements. The 2017 class reviewed those and took 
the next step with new movements to enhance the 
energy and bene its of Qigong. There were ten indi-
viduals that enjoyed the class this year.  

WELLNESS SUNDAY  
Wellness Sundays are observed the second Sunday  
of each month, offering laying on of hands and 
anointing. The parish nurse is also available for 
blood pressure readings. In addition, prayer shawls 
are available for purchase. 
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Worship Standing Ministry Team 

PURPOSE 
We worship as a commitment to Christ in order to be equipped by God’s Word and nourished 
through Holy Communion. The Worship Ministry Team ensures that this congregation will contin-
ue to celebrate God’s presence among us in vibrant worship. 

ROLE 
Guide the worship of Good Shepherd through yearly and seasonal planning and designing the 
weekly services and special seasonal services. The team also coordinates with worship helpers and  
leaders including the Worship Music Planning Team, the Sunday Morning Service Teams, the Altar 
Guild, and visual and performing arts coordinators. 
 

Worship at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is a community endeavor, and the process of its 
planning is a collaborative effort involving the 
whole staff and a large and diverse group of 
committed, creative and engaged lay members 
of Good Shepherd. In 2017, we were blessed 
by the singers, musicians, artists, theologians, 
storytellers, Altar Guild and worship team 
members, strategic thinkers and willing labor-
ers of our congregation, whose gifts, time and 
talent help us to create thoughtful and inspir-
ing worship for the Good Shepherd communi-
ty.  

On October 31, 2017, the Lutheran world  
celebrated the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-
mation. We observed this remarkable occasion 
with several special worship offerings, includ-
ing presentations by the Good Shepherd Choir 
of cantatas by two foundational composers of 
the early Lutheran church, Heinrich Schütz 
(“the Seven Words of Christ on the Cross” on 
Good Friday) and Johann Sebastian Bach 
(Cantata 115: Mache dich, mein Geist, bereit on All Saint’s Sunday). Pastor Karl Jacobson provided 
a new translation of Martin Luther’s rarely sung hymn, Unser Grosse Sünde (Only Our Great Sins), 
which was premiered at a special Reformation Day service on October 31. 

One of the great gifts of our remodeled sanctuary is the lexibility it allows to reimagine and re-
shape our environment in ways that may enrich and enhance particular worship themes and  
seasons.  

One of these “reshapings” occurred on Maundy Thursday, as we held our 3rd annual dinner wor-
ship. Chairs were moved out and tables moved into the sanctuary, allowing us to eat and worship 
together in remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples.  

During the Advent/Christmas season we experienced worship “in the round.” Barren sticks and 
branches at irst de ined the central chancel area, and then grew through the Sundays of Advent 
into a rough-hewn “house” to welcome the baby Jesus at Christmas. Good Shepherd artist Laurie 
Richardson Johnson designed and built the structure (with a little help from her husband). The 
wonderful new Advent wreath was created by another congregational artist, Brita Taracks.  W
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Special thanks go to the engineering mind of Ian Johnson for designing a process to move sanctuary 
chairs into and out of their “normal” arrangement both quick and ef icient – and repeatable. A bril-

liant and welcome 
achievement! 

2017 was a year of  
celebrations and of good-
byes and hellos. On the 
last Saturday of July, we 
celebrated the ordination 
of Elise Pokel, one of our 
ine pastoral interns, who 

was called to ministry by 
two parishes in the 
Crookston, Minnesota  
area. The very next day 
we bid goodbye to Megan 
Engel, our gifted and  

beloved organist and accompanist for the past six years, who accepted a full-time position at Bethel 
Lutheran Church in North ield, where she lives with her family. She played, and we sang up a storm 
for a rousing and emotional send-off. Thanks, Megan, for an incredible time of ministry together! 

After a lengthy and thorough search for a new organist, we found a perfect match in Sharon Vicic, a 
skilled and experienced musician who hit the ground running on All Saint’s Sunday, and has been 
delighting and inspiring us ever since. Welcome, Sharon – we are so grateful for your presence 
among us and for the gifts you are sharing with us every week! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ralph Johnson, Director of Music 

ALTAR GUILD 
We continue to appreciate the updates made to the sacristy. We enjoyed the lexibility in recon igur-
ing the sanctuary for Advent worship, setting up communion at the special Advent altar.  

We continue to prepare the communion kits for our Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and we continue to 
sponsor our student through the REAL program in Ethiopia. We were blessed to provide scholar-
ships for the Summer Musical Theater Camp and Castaway. We added a gluten-free station with the 
gift of a beautiful communion vessel. Two new funeral palls and new offering baskets were also  
purchased.   

We are honored to prepare the Lord's table, and would be happy to receive new members! 

Shelley Horstman 
Chair, Altar Guild 

For their inancial report, please see page 64.  

ASSISTING MINISTERS 
Assisting ministers are members from the congregation who provide an additional voice to our  
worship celebrations and services. Assisting ministers write and read the prayers of the church, help 
with communion and say the dismissal at the end. We were delighted this year in having assisting  
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ministers from all generations. What a joy it is to hear 
the voices of men and women, boys and girls! It re-
lects our theology that God speaks through all of us 

in unique ways and that we are all welcome to partic-
ipate in the joy of praising our God.  

ASSISTING MINISTER RECRUITING TEAM 
Assisting Ministers participate in the worship by 
leading the prayers of the church, assisting with com-
munion and saying the dismissal at the end of the  
service. A growing number of youth and adults at 
Good Shepherd are serving in this important ministry. The scheduling of assisting ministers is coordi-
nated by the Assisting Minister Recruiting Team. This team contacts people, provides instructions 
and prayer guidelines, and offers assistance with writing prayers if needed. Brief training sessions 
are offered throughout the year.  

SANCTUARY ART 
Sanctuary art continues to provide an engaging visual connection to worship at Good Shepherd. Peo-
ple of all ages contribute in creating the art. The Lenten art highlighted telling faces in depicting raw 
human emotion. Throughout Lent, as members shared meaningful personal stories, the emotion in 
each story could be seen and felt in these faces. 

In the Fall, re lecting the worship theme, 
“God’s Creation, God’s Creatures,” a giant 
God’s Eye made out of sticks and colored 
yarn hung on the chancel wall. This took on 
meaning as a representation of the creation 
story. Each color of yarn depicted one day in 
the story with the space between the sticks 
signifying a day of rest. Springing out from 
the giant God’s Eye were similar smaller 
God’s eyes’ representing us as individuals 
made in God’s image. 

We began Advent worshipping “in the round.” On a platform, in the center of the sanctuary, were 
bare cast-off branches conveying the brokenness in our lives and an Ethiopian cross, a sign of God’s 
presence among us. Throughout Advent the theme, “The Promises of the Promised One,” unfolded in 
a visual way. Each Sunday an additional symbol was placed on the platform – a mended baptismal 
bowl, a table made of discarded wood for bread and wine, and a rough book holder for the Word. 
More branches and a touch of greenery were added on Christmas Eve. In this unlikely setting, God 
made a dwelling place for the birth of the Christ child. This visual imagery throughout the Advent/
Christmas season helps to remind us that the Promised One is with us always!  

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TEAMS 
The Sunday Morning Service Teams foster community while enhancing the Sunday morning worship 
experience. People of all ages have the opportunity to get to know each other and to participate ac-
tively in our worship services. Team members, comprising ten teams, participate as greeters, ushers, 
acolytes, communion assistants and sacristy assistants, as well as providing refreshments between 
services. If you are not currently on a team and would like to become a part of this ministry and serve 
with friends, please see Laura Stein or stop at the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings. 



45 

 

Worship Standing Ministry Team 

VISUAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
Visual arts have long played an important role in our faith community. Creative sanctuary art  
has enhanced our worship through thought provoking and faith inspiring creative displays. The  
Visual Arts Committee (VAC) was formed to facilitate additional ways of living out, exploring and 
deepening faith through the visual arts. This includes maintaining our art collections and creating 
meaningful displays in other locations, and exploring how we can use art to welcome our neighbor-
ing community. The VAC also collaborates with existing groups such as Heritage, Property,  
Welcome/Hospitality and our creative staff. See what our sub teams have been doing on the Good 
Shepherd website under Get Involved/Visual Arts. There are many opportunities for shorter com-
mitments and small teams for focused tasks, enabling a variety of interests. We welcome all abilities 
of creative talent!  

PERFORMING ARTS 
Lenten Drama: Our seventh annual Lenten Drama featured ten actors from Good Shepherd 
performing two one act plays, “Caiaphas” and “The Gardener’s Tale,” about Christ’s inal days of  
mortal life.  

Good Shepherd Follies: Our Seventh Annual Good Shepherd Follies featured 20 church mem-
bers and guests singing and playing some of our favorite show tunes.  

Summer Musical Theater Camp: Our seventh annual 
Summer Musical Theater Camp had 250 campers and 40 
youth and adult staff occupying the church for four weeks. 
Four end of camp performances brought in hundreds of 
enthusiastic guests. 

Classical Comedy: Our Seventh Annual Summer Clas-
sical Comedy featured ten church members and guests 
expertly navigating through three one act comedies; “He 
Said and She Said,” “St. Valentine’s Day” and the world 
premiere of Roald Dahl’s “The Vicar of Nibbleswicke.“ 

Holiday Musical: Our eighth annual Holiday Musical 
brought back the timeless classic, “Annie, Jr.” A cast of 70 
church members and guests, ages 4 to 75, touched the 
hearts of hundreds of audience members with classics 
like “Maybe” and “Hard Knock Life.”  

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES 
During Lent we gathered for midweek worship as we always do, we sang and prayed, greeted each 
other and spent time in community preparing for the events leading up to the cross, that fateful day 
and the glorious turn into Easter morning and beyond. What made this time around even more spe-
cial was that it contained a series of re lections and faith stories by ive of our members. 

Renee May, John Mendesh, Mandy Bond, Phil Jacobson and Anna Helgen shared parts of their faith 
journeys with us, so that as we process towards the cross together we could see where our own sto-
ries intersect and be encouraged and uplifted by the stories of others. These individuals spoke of 
those who helped them along their journey, events that were critical to their faith and places where 

W
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they met God and were changed because 
of how they were received. While the 
events of Lent may be well known to us, it 
was through being invited into others’ 
faith stories that we were given the per-
mission to see how the sacri icial story of 
Jesus has impacted others. In addition, it 
offered the chance to see our own stories 
as a re lection of God‘s love and work in 
our lives. Thanks to these individuals that 
opened their lives to us so that we, as a 
congregation continue to worship and live out our faith together. 

BENEDICTINE LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings during Lent, the congregation was invited to meet 
from 7:00-7:30 a.m. in the chapel for the Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours, Lauds, or Morning Pray-
er. Liturgy of the Hours is a rhythm of antiphonally read Psalms and Old Testament readings. 

EASTER PRAYER VIGIL 
An Easter Prayer Vigil was held on Holy Saturday. People gathered in the narthex for a time of quiet 
reading, re lection and prayer on this contemplative holy day. Every person in the congregation 
was remembered in prayer. 

LAKE HARRIET BANDSHELL SERVICE 
On June 18, Good Shepherd participated in Celebrating Summer Sundays at Lake Harriet. A large 
number of people (and pets) from the community joined us at the bandshell for a wonderful time of 
worship together and a picnic lunch following the service. The weather was beautiful, and many 
who joined us expressed how much they enjoyed the morning!   

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
This year we celebrated all that is good in the world through a Thanksgiving Eve Service using 
Holden Evening Prayer, led by Ralph Johnson and Pastoral Intern Heather Roth Johnson. We en-
joyed a thanksgiving text using 1 Kings 17:2-16, especially focusing on how God provided for Elijah 
and God provides for us. After our time of singing and pondering, we enjoyed delicious pies – apple, 
strawberry rhubarb, cranberry and pumpkin. People were encouraged to bring a pie to eat and a 
pie to donate. Donated pies, 20 in total, were taken that evening to the Marie Sandvik Center.  

PROJECT 31 SERVICES 
Reformation Vespers 
On October 31 the congregation met for a worship service in which we re lected on the heritage 
that is ours in the Lutheran Reformation. Worship included a translation and setting of Luther’s 
hymn, “Unser große Sünde und schwere Missetat,” “Our Great Sins Alone,” by Ralph Johnson and 
Karl Jacobson. The service helped us to contemplate and to re-af irm the power of Gospel in our 
own lives, and to marvel at the beauty of the Gospel-promise which is ours – ours to keep and ours 
to share. 

New Year’s Eve Service 
On January 31 we met for a time of fellowship, prayer and song, as we anticipated the coming year 
in the light of Christ, and the promise of new days and new creation. We said “goodbye” to the Old 
Year, bid welcome to the New Year by centering ourselves in the promise of Gospel and the calling 
we share to bear Christ’s light to the world. W
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ADVENT SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
On December 19 the Member Care Ministry Team hosted an Advent Service of Remembrance to bring 
comfort and blessing to those individuals who have recently, or in the past, lost a loved one. Not all 
the merriment of the Advent season speaks to those who grieve. This vespers service was held in the 
sanctuary. The service included hymns, prayer, responsive reading of a psalm, scripture reading, qui-
et time in meditation and lighting of votive candles. Twenty- ive individuals attended this service and 
enjoyed a light supper together afterward. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Family Christmas Service (3:00 p.m.) 
This service was full of creativity and energy! 
The theme was that we have a God who comes 
to us in big and small ways including through 
the birth of Jesus! During storytime, Heather 
Roth Johnson reminded the congregation how 
God moves into the world to form a house in 
us, that God chose to dwell in and among the 
people. Through God's Son, Jesus Christ, God 
chose to become one like us  not only to save 
us but also to feel and understand life here on 
earth. As the story was retold, shooting stars 
went off throughout the service. Special thanks 
to Laurie Johnson in creating the sanctuary art of a house and to Bill and Linda Kerker for helping 
with the shooting stars of the story. The scene that was created in the story helped to proclaim the 
joy of walking with Jesus on the journey of faith and to remember that our stories matter.  

Christmas Festival Service (5:00 p.m.) Modeled on the traditional Service of Lessons and Carols, 
worship incorporated the gifts of many Good Shepherd musicians. Organist Sharon Vicic and the 
Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra played an extended prelude prior to the service. During the ser-
vice, soloist Berit Johnson served dual roles: reading the Christmas lessons and singing the lovely 
“Gesu Bambino." Tor Johnson offered his traditional rendition of “O Holy Night” (accompanied by the 
multi-talented Pastor Debra Samuelson on harp) and lautist Janet Dietrich played “I Am So Glad Each 
Christmas Eve" in the arrangement she has played almost every Christmas Eve since she was a child–
 a beautiful tradition! Communion was served, followed by the lighting of candles in the darkened 
sanctuary as “Silent Night" was sung.  

Christmas Candlelight Service (10:30 p.m.) This service was similar to the 5:00, once again in-
cluding an extended prelude by Sharon Vicic and the Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra, with cellist 
Emma May’s “Fantasia on Greensleeves” by Ralph Vaughn Williams.. The Good Shepherd and Cantáre 
Choirs shared several anthems by Carolyn Jennings, Thomas Keesacker and Michael Larkin, and joy-
fully led the congregation in singing the beloved carols of the season. Again, communion was served, 
followed by the lighting of candles in the darkened sanctuary as “Silent Night" was sung.  

Christmas Day Service (10:00 a.m.) A very simple but beautiful service of lessons and carols 
with Holy Communion was offered on Christmas Day, with worshippers and a handful of dedicat-
ed choir members (most having sung less than 12 hours earlier!) listening, praying and singing 
in joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus. The “in the round” setting and beautiful visuals helped 
create a particularly warm and intimate feeling among the gathered worshiping community.  

Ralph Johnson 
Chair, Worship Standing Ministry Team 
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Stewardship Standing Ministry Team 

Purpose 
We are of all people most blessed. God gives to us every good and perfect gift. Jesus came that we 
may have life and have it abundantly. The Stewardship Ministry Team assists the congregation in 
understanding that giving joyfully, thankfully and freely is one of the most blessed things to do. 

Role 
Design and promote a broader stewardship emphasis that goes beyond simply giving money and 
incorporates a “whole life” perspective on giving. Plan and facilitate a year-round stewardship min-
istry including but not limited to a pledge drive. 

In 2017 the Stewardship Ministry Team continued its commitment to strengthen the life and pur-
pose of Good Shepherd with a strong focus on outreach ministry. During the year, we highlighted 
what Good Shepherd is – it’s an ongoing process: we come together, we consider the many oppor-
tunities before us, we choose the ministries to which God is calling us, and then in faith, hope and 
prayer we give of ourselves in the ways that have God’s purpose at heart.  

2018 Pledge Summary 
Total pledged - $514,683 
Increase from 2017* (for those pledges) is $30,837.60 or 6.4%.  

*When comparing to 2017, actual giving was used for those who did not pledge. 
 
Throughout the past year, the ministry team’s focus and intent was to have stewardship – using 
ourselves and our resources – be a regular happening throughout the year and not simply the 
“annual pledge drive.” We continued to tell the stories of what Good Shepherd is and what it repre-
sents within the community. 
 
We are called to renew our world with the good news of God’s love for us. At Good Shepherd it 
takes the whole community to get the job done. What you do matters: 

 Sometimes it starts with a simple invitation to someone to worship with us. 
 Sometimes it involves us reaching out beyond our faith community to offer care or assis-

tance to those in need. 
 Sometimes it’s a irst trip to the boundary waters where an individual discovers personal 

strength and self-con idence. 
 Sometimes it’s an invitation to someone alone to join a group or go to lunch. 

Our goal hasn’t changed – to encourage our congregation and community to continue being good 
stewards. We show this through our involvement in missions in Ethiopia and Uruguay, Families 
Moving Forward, Community Emergency Services, World Hunger, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Women’s 
and Men’s retreats, youth mission trips, bucket offerings, baptisms, our Prayer Chain, as well as 
many other ministries. 

Tim Matyi 
Chair, Stewardship Standing Ministry Team 
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List of the Current Ministry  
Within Our Church, 2017 

List of the Current M
inistry W

ithin O
ur Church 

STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAM GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

  

MISSION  
MINISTRY TEAM 

  
2017 Members: 
  
Martha Gisselquist, Chair 
Phil Jacobson 
Nancy Liddy 
Karen Walhof 
  
  
  

 

  

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
 Bread for the World: Allan Campbell 
 Camden Promise  
 Community Emergency Service/First Sunday Food Donation  
 ELCA World Hunger 
• Feed My Starving Children: Mark Halvorson 
 Hunger Ministry Team: Allan Campbell 
 Loaves and Fishes: Debbie Anderson 
 Meals on Wheels: Sylvia Pedersen 
 Simpson Homeless Shelter: Mark Halvorson and Youth 
  
HOUSING THE HOMELESS 
 Families Moving Forward: Bob Stein, Allan and Louise Campbell 
 Urban Homeworks: Joel Marty 
 Lutheran Social Service Homeless Youth 
  
STANDING WITH OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AROUND THE 

WORLD 
 Ethiopia Outreach: Martha Gisselquist and Nancy Liddy 
 ELCA and Minneapolis Area Synod 
 ELCA Good Gifts (Christmas Giving Tree) 
 Luther Seminary Global Student Scholarship 
 Missionary Sponsorship 
 Nuestro Salvador, Uruguay: Rob Albright, Dave Matyi 
 REAL Girls, Ethiopia: Carla Sykora 
 Young Adults in Global Mission: Rob Albright  
  
BEING GOOD NEIGHBORS 
 Ebenezer Health Care (Christmas Giving Tree) 
 Join In Events: Karen Walhof 
• Lutheran Social Service 
 Our Redeemer Oromo Evangelical Church 
 Plymouth Christian Youth Center: Herb Morgenthaler, Mark  

Halvorson 
 Quilters: Nancy Shelstad 

  
CARING FOR CREATION 
 Green Team 
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STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAM GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

 
LIFELONG LEARNING 

MINISTRY TEAM 
  
2017 Members: 
  
Pastor Karl Jacobson, Chair 
Mark Halvorson 
Heather Roth Johnson 
 
  
  
  
  

  
ADULT LEARNING 
 Coffee and Conversation for Men: Lee Tallakson 
 Lifelines: Pastor Karl Jacobson  
 Listening to Understand, Not to Counter or Convince 
 Living Your Strengths Class: Ministry Board 
 Men’s Psalms Group: Pastor Karl Jacobson and Tim Matyi 
 Men’s Retreat: Pastor Karl Jacobson 
 Midrash on France: The Wednesday Early Morning Group: 

John Mendesh 
 Saturday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Andrea Norman 
 Third Friday Book Group: Dorothy Ellerbroek 
 Wednesday U: Pastor Karl Jacobson, Pastor Debra Samuelson 

and Karen Walhof 
 WGS Bible Study at 7500 York: Pastor Debra Samuelson and 

Shirley Brandt 
 Women’s Retreat: Andrea Brandt and Elaine Matyi 
 
YOUTH LEARNING 
Con irmation (Wednesday) 
High School Youth Group (Wednesday) 
Middle School Bible Study (Sunday) 
High School Bible Study (Sunday) 
Middle School and High School Summer Experience 
 
CHILDREN’S LEARNING 
  Sunday School 
 Storytime 
Vacation Bible School 
Rally Sunday 
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List of the Current Ministry  
Within Our Church, 2017 
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STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAMS GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

  
WELCOME/HOSPITALITY 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 
2017 Members: 
 
Andrea Norman, Chair 
Erienne Andvik 
Louise Campbell 
Dave Matyi 
Bob Janssen 
Rick Riddle 
Renee Raether 
Karen Walhof 
 
 
 

  
WELCOMING 
Welcome Center Kiosk: Laura Stein  
Visitor Welcomers: Andrea Norman and Shirley Brandt 
 Sacred Grounds Coffee Shop: Steve Nordness and  

Mark Halvorson 
New Member Classes: Pastor Debra Samuelson and Heather 

Roth Johnson 
Visitor Welcome Table: Andrea Norman 

 
SERVING 
Courtyard Gardeners: Sam Nichols 
Bus Drivers: Laura Stein 
Volunteer Of ice Receptionists: Laura Stein 
Kitchen Patrol: Shirley Brandt  

 
FELLOWSHIP 
Golden Shepherds: Lee Tallakson, president, and  

Karen Wilkinson, program chair 
Buck-a-Slice Pizza: Ingrid and Roger Krafve 
Golf Outing and Putt Putt Golf Event: Ron Hovland 
Rally Day Picnic: The Welcome/Hospitality Team 

 
COMMUNICATION 
Together Magazine Team: Rich May  
Website: Laura Stein 
 Social Media: Beth Helgen  
Outdoor Sign: Laura Stein 
Email News: Laura Stein 
Bulletin Insert: Karen Walhof 
Newsletter: Karen Walhof 
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STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAMS GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

  
CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 
SUB-GROUP 

of the 
Welcome/Hospitality 

Standing Ministry Team 
  
2017 Members: 
  
Dorothy Ellerbroek 
Andrea Norman 
Debbie Anderson 
Shirley Brandt 
Nancy Brenny 
Terri Haugen-Sjostrom 
Ruth Sollid Johnson 
Sherri Lynn Swalinkavich 
 
 

  
Congregational Care Ministry Team: Dorothy Ellerbroek 
Caller/Visitor Ministry Team 
Wellness Sunday: Dorothy Ellerbroek 
 
Prayer Shawls: Nancy Brenny 
Prayer Chain: Jan Brantley and Ruth Johnson 
Christian Service Circle: Mary Ireland and June Hestad 
 
Qigong Class: Jeff Larson  
Eucharistic Lay Ministry: Heather Roth Johnson 
Holy Yoga: Judy Williamson 
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 STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAMS GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

  
WORSHIP  

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

2017 Members: 
  
Ralph Johnson, Chair 
Pastor Karl Jacobson  
Pastor Debra Samuelson  
Heather Roth Johnson 
Mark Halvorson 
Tor Johnson 

  
WORSHIP 
Worship Planning Team: Pastor Debra Samuelson, Pastor Karl 

Jacobson, Ralph Johnson, Tor Johnson, Heather Roth Johnson, 
Mark Halvorson 

Altar Guild: Shelley Horstman 
Assisting Ministers 
Assisting Minister Recruiting Team: Judy Baratta, Andrea 

Norman 
 Sanctuary Art: Linda Kerker, Brita Taracks, Heather Roth 

Johnson and Laurie Johnson  
 Sunday Morning Service Teams: Laura Stein 
Visual Arts Committee: Cathy Roinas 

 
SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES 
Wednesday Lenten Services 
Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours 
Easter Prayer Vigil: Louise Campbell  
 Lake Harriet Bandshell Service 
Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Advent Service of Remembrance: Dorothy Ellerbroek 
Christmas Services 

 
MUSICIANS 
Worship Music Planning Team: Ralph Johnson, Tor Johnson, 

Sharon Vicic and Laurie Dehmlow 
Choirs: Ralph Johnson 

Alleluia Choir: Age Three-Kindergarten: Laurie Dehmlow 
Carolers: First-Third Grade: Laurie Dehmlow 
Choristers: Fourth-Sixth Grade: Tor Johnson 
Cantáre: Seventh-Twelfth Grade: Ralph Johnson 
Good Shepherd Choir: Adults: Ralph Johnson 

Bells: Tor Johnson 
Other Vocal/Instrumental Musicians: Ralph Johnson and Tor 

Johnson 
 
PERFORMING ARTS: Tor Johnson 

 Lenten Dramas 
Good Shepherd Follies 
 Summer Musical Theater Camp 
 Summer Classical Comedies 
Holiday Musical 
Dramatic readings 
 Sunday school drama 

List of the Current Ministry  
Within Our Church, 2017 

List of the Current M
inistry W

ithin O
ur Church 
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List of the Current Ministry  
Within Our Church, 2017 
 

Li
st

 o
f t

he
 C

ur
re

nt
 M

in
is

tr
y 

W
ith

in
 O

ur
 C

hu
rc

h 

STANDING MINISTRY 
TEAMS GOOD SHEPHERD TEAMS 

  
STEWARDSHIP 

MINISTRY TEAM 
  
2017 Members: 
  
Tim Matyi, Chair 
Charlie Hartwell 
Ron Hovland 
Heather Roth Johnson 
Abby Lundeen 
Laura Moret 
Karen Walhof 
Tim Johnson, Kairos 
Pastor Karl Jacobson 
Pastor Debra Samuelson 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
STEWARDSHIP INITIATIVES AND MINISTRIES 
 
“It Matters” 
Stewardship Theme for 2017 
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STANDING MINISTRY TEAMS NAMES OF MEMBERS 
    
Mission Martha Gisselquist, Chair 
  Nancy Liddy 
  Phil Jacobson 
 Karen Walhof 
  Member of Ministry Board 
    
Lifelong Learning Pastor Karl Jacobson  
  Mark Halvorson 
  Heather Roth Johnson  
 Member of Ministry Board  
    
 Welcome/Hospitality Bob Janssen 
  Gail Kolden 
 Elaine Matyi 
 Tim Matyi 
  Erienne Nelson 
  Andrea Norman 
 Charles Tanger 
 Joan Tanger 
 Peter Wunsch 
  Member of Ministry Board 
  
Worship Ralph Johnson 
  Mark Halvorson 
 Pastor Karl Jacobson  
 Heather Roth Johnson 
  Tor Johnson  
 Pastor Debra Samuelson 
    
Stewardship Tim Matyi, Chair 
  Kathy Bench 
  Charlie Hartwell 
 Pastor Karl Jacobson 
  Heather Roth Johnson 
 Abby Lundeen 
  Marianne Malko 
 Laura Moret 
 Pastor Debra Samuelson 
 Karen Walhof 

Membership of the Five Standing 
Ministry Teams 

M
em

bership of the Five Standing M
inistry Team

s 

February 2018 
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In 2017, the Property Committee of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd had another pro-
ductive year.  

In addition to our annual spring and fall clean-up day events, the Property Committee in 2017 
undertook a variety of tasks designed to upgrade and improve the building with an eye toward 
possibly leasing some portion of our space to a pre-school or childcare business. For example, 
the committee planned and implemented efforts to improve the restrooms in the upper level, 
east hallway.  

Our committee this year also organized a special work session at which a number of members 
removed the old loor and some unneeded (and crumbling) brick walls in the choir room, tasks 
that needed to be completed before the installation of a new loor in that space. Committee 
members also installed new shelving in the space being used by the Heritage Committee. The 
Committee also organized and led a couple of special work days when volunteer crews cleaned 
much of the new window glass in our building, both inside and out. 

Property Committee members in 2017 included: Laura Stein, Ron Johnson, Grant Johnson, Erik 
Berg, Bill Kerker, Bob Stein, Joel Marty and Craig Brandt. We welcome new members. Please let 
any of us know if you have an interest in joining the committee or have a suggestion about 
property-related matters. 

Craig Brandt 
Chair, Property Committee 
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Heritage Committee 
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The Heritage Committee is dedicated to the preservation of our church’s history for future mem-
bers. We collect, sort, index, and arrange materials so that they can be used as resources for the 
congregation. Maintaining our church history through a collection of archival materials is a way to 
honor the people of the church and its history, helps us remember that history and helps us learn 
from the past.  

The Heritage Committee worked in 2017 to set up and organize our new workspace for Heritage 
archival records and materials, now located downstairs in the room at the entrance to Fellowship 
Hall. New shelving was installed to hold over 50 archival boxes that contain a variety of materials 
including annual reports, Council and board materials, anniversary materials, publications, and 
general historical information on the church, to name a few. The room also contains church bulle-
tins dating back to 1942, the Shepherd Staff; Council minutes, photographs and audio/visual 
tapes. The addition of a large lat ile has enabled us to properly maintain the church’s architectur-
al plans, as well as posters and other larger materials that require lat storage.  

Good Shepherd honored members of the congregation, who are ninety years old and older, during 
our 18th annual Heritage Sunday event held on October 1, 2017. Members attended a special wor-
ship service followed by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall. Invitations were sent to 44 members, and 
Ten were able to attend, along with their families and special guests. Pastor Debra Samuelson rec-
ognized and honored the member guests with some special words about each one of them.  

A remembrance booklet, Re lections, was provided for guests that had special greetings from staff, 
and also highlights from 25, 50 and 75 years ago. The booklet was mailed to those unable to at-
tend.  

Many thanks to the following members of the 2017 Heritage Committee: Cheryl Beckey, Mary Ire-
land, Bev Johnson, Sally Peterson, Ginny Pearson, Carol Sweiven and Karen Wilkinson. We encour-
age and welcome new members to join us!  

Finally, the Heritage Committee wishes to thank Phil Davidson, who retired as chair of the Herit-
age Committee after serving for 25 years. We miss you, Phil!  

Thank you, Phil, for your dedicated service to the life and heritage  
of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd!  

Heritage Committee 
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POSITION NAME Year 
      
Council     
President Teresa Malko 2 of 2 
Vice President Rich Sykora 1 of 2 
Secretary Linnea Benson 1 of 2 
Treasurer David Quello 2 of 2 
Treasurer-elect Ken Horstman 1 of 2 
Member at large Dave Shay 2 of 2 
Member at large Joanna Hartwell 1 of 2 
      
Ministry Board Judy Baratta 1 of 2 
  Carson Bench 1 of 2 

  Bill Huff 1 of 2 
  Jeff Larson 1 of 2 
    
Nominating Committee Rob Albright 2 of 2 
  Kari Meyer 2 of 2 
  Jay Sjostrom 2 of 2 
  David Senness 1 of 2 
 Lynn Hjelmeland 1 of 2 
  Andrea Norman 1 of 2 
    
Synod Assembly Reps Allan Campbell   
 Judy Baratta  
 Mia Opsahl  
 Annika Ronning  
      
Foundation Board of Directors Adam Benson 3 of 3 
 Vic Perlbachs 3 of 3 
  David Quello 3 of 3 
 Renee Raether 3 of 3 
  David Vander Haar 3 of 3 
 Joetta Fontaine 2 of 3 
 Erik Meyer 2 of 3 
 Lynn Weist 1 of 3 
  Jeff Burrows 1 of 3 
 Joy Erickson 1 of 3 

 Allan Campbell   1 of 2 



59 

 

Finance Committee 
Finance Com

m
ittee 

The pages of this Annual Report remind us how we’ve experienced God’s work in and through 
this congregation over the past year – an important reminder as we review Good Shepherd i-
nances for 2017. 

We have faced tough inancial challenges with the uncertainty of income being enough to cover 
all expenses. In the end, giving throughout the year was higher than 2016, and operating expendi-
tures were held under budget. We received approximately $40,000 in individual gifts to help re-
duce the potential 2017 de icit and ended 2017 with an income of $25,186 – thanks to this gener-
ous community of faith. This is good news! 

In addition, pledges for 2018 have increased $30,838 over 2017 pledges. However, we will face 
greater budget challenges in the coming years, as long-term gifts covering salaries have ended. As 
a result, the Council is presenting a de icit budget for 2018 and will most likely need to consider 
creative proposals for inancial changes once a new Senior Pastor is called. 

The Finance Committee continues to ably guide and support the iscal matters of this congrega-
tion. Thanks to David Quello, treasurer-elect, Rob Albright, Jo Fontaine, Marcia Page, Dave Sen-
ness, Amanda Sykora and Rich Sykora. In addition, the budget committee has done thoughtful 
work – Dwight Larson, Teresa Malko, David Quello, Laura Stein, Rich Sykora and Pastor Debra 
Samuelson. 

Most importantly, THANK YOU for your love and inancial support for this congregation. 

Elaine Matyi 
2017 Treasurer 
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   12/31/2017  12/31/2016  Change 
ASSETS      
        
 Current Assets      
  Cash & Cash Equivalents  $        261,539    $        598,722    $  (337,183) 
  Other Current Assets            934,781              825,703           109,078  
 Total Current Assets        1,196,320          1,424,425        (228,105) 
        
 Fixed Assets      
  Church & Parking Lot Land            250,000              250,000                      -    

  Church Building & Court-        6,049,041          5,964,030             85,011  
  Parking Lot, Garage & Sign            164,914              164,914                      -    
  Furniture & Equipment            784,692              784,692                      -    
  Organ            581,364              581,364                      -    
 Total Fixed Assets        7,830,011          7,745,000             85,011  
        
TOTAL ASSETS  $    9,026,331    $    9,169,425    $  (143,093) 
        
LIABILITIES      
        
 Accounts Payable  $                   -      $          13,100    $    (13,100) 
 MIF Construc on Loan        2,107,080          2,162,932           (55,852) 
        
TOTAL LIABILITIES        2,107,080          2,176,032    $    (68,952) 
        
EQUITY      
        
 Endowments            589,401              531,257             58,144  
 Building our Path            365,222              341,222             24,000  
 Other Restricted Gi s              85,376              340,861        (255,485) 
 Property Fund        5,722,931          5,582,068           140,863  
 Unrealized G/L                        -                            -                        -    
 Unrestricted Equity            156,322              197,985           (41,663) 
        
TOTAL EQUITY        6,919,251          6,993,393           (74,142) 
        

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $    9,026,331    $    9,169,425    $  (143,093) 
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2017 Financial Summary 
and 2018 Budget 

2017 Financial Sum
m

ary and 2018 Budget 

   2016 Actual  2017 Budget  2017 Actual  2018 Budget 
INCOME        
 Envelope Offering          940,788            886,000           885,422            890,000  
 Other Offerings            39,373              41,500             47,516              49,000  
 Designated Gi s            82,558              26,500             22,735              17,000  

 Earned Income from ac vi es & events          104,112            115,000           120,427            120,000  
 Investment Income            12,043              10,000                3,434                 5,000  
 Endowment Income            24,800              22,000             22,000              22,000  
Total Income      1,203,674        1,101,000       1,101,534        1,103,000  
          
Transfers from Fund Balances          190,417            256,000           260,414            133,332  
TOTAL INCOME & TRANSFERS  $  1,394,091    $  1,357,000     $ 1,361,948     $  1,236,332  
          
EXPENSES        
 Welcome            16,808              16,650             14,142              16,500  
 Lifelong Learning        
  Adult            13,804              15,750             11,866              12,250  
  Children              5,751                 7,500                5,410                 7,500  
  Youth & Family            19,306              23,335             27,427              23,000  
 Total Lifelong Learning            38,861              46,585             44,703              42,750  
 Missions          138,397            138,000           140,171            137,000  
 Stewardship              3,774                 4,515                1,171                 3,500  
 Worship, Music & Arts        
  Worship              9,085              11,150             14,124              11,150  
  Music            17,703              14,100             18,205              14,100  
  Performing Arts            56,390              52,000             50,556              52,000  
 Total Worship, Music & Arts            83,178              77,250             82,885              77,250  
 Communica ons            13,422              13,250             13,954              11,850  
 Administra on            53,308              50,750             44,747              45,150  
 Property & U li es          156,792            140,000           132,911            140,000  
 Salaries & Benefits          763,635            738,000           728,746            696,000  
Total Opera ng Expense      1,268,175        1,225,000       1,203,430        1,170,000  
 Mortgage Expense        
  Principal Expense            27,177              55,850             55,852              60,043  
  Interest Expense            39,489              76,150             77,480              73,289  
 Total Mortgage Expense            66,666            132,000           133,332            133,332  
TOTAL EXPENSES  $  1,334,841    $  1,357,000    $ 1,336,762    $  1,303,332  
          
NET INCOME  $        59,250    $                 -      $       25,186    $      (67,000) 
Less: Roof - Capitalized  $     (37,000)   $                 -      $                -      $                 -    
TOTAL NET INCOME  $        22,250    $                 -      $       25,186    $      (67,000) 
Net Income w/o transfers from fund bal-
ances  $   (168,167)   $   (256,000)   $  (235,228)   $   (200,332) 
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 2017 Budget  2017 Actual  2018 Budget 

Mpls Area Synod, ELCA              90,000                90,000                90,000  

Missionary Sponsorship                1,000                  1,000                  1,000  

World Hunger                9,000                  9,531                  9,000  

Youth Managed Benevolences                1,000                     708                  1,000  

Meals on Wheels                 1,000                  1,000                1,000  

Pastor Discre onary                1,000               -                    1,000  

LSS/Homeless Youth                2,000                  2,000                  2,000  

Lutheran Social Services                5,000                  5,000                  5,000  

Plymouth Chris an Youth Center                2,500                 2,500                  2,500  

Luther Sem Global Scholarships                5,000                  3,000                  4,000  

Ethiopia Ministries                5,000                  6,331                  5,000  

Urban Homeworks                2,000         2,000                  2,000  

REAL  1,000                  1,272                  1,000  

Bread for the World                    750                          -                        750  

ELCA Good Gi s                        -                        940                          -    

Uruguay Ministries                1,500                          -                    1,500  

Other Mission                        -                    1,527                          -    

Quilters                    500                      152                      500  

Camden Promises                1,500                  2,748                  1,500  

Other Local Benevolence                3,000                  5,948                  3,000  

Families Moving Forward                2,000                  1,358                  2,000  

Loaves & Fishes                3,250                  3,156                  3,250  

TOTAL  $        138,000     $        140,171     $        137,000  
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Christian Service Circle  
Financial Statement 

Christian Service Circle Financial Statem
ent 

 

Balance on December 31, 2017  $1,790.93 

 Receipts   3,530.00 

 Expenditures (3,260.79) 

Balance on December 31, 2017  $2,060.14 

 
 

Christian Service Circle Annual Report on page 40. 
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Altar Guild Financial Statement 

 

Balance on hand 1/1/2017  $5,223.08 

 Receipts* 928.00 

 Disbursements (3,007.14)  

Balance on hand 12/31/2017  $3,143.94 

 

*Receipts from Memorials - $100 

 

 
Altar Guild Annual Report on page 43. 
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2017 Organizational Chart 
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  Year-to-Date 
  1/1/2017-12/31/2017 

  Baptized Con irmed 
Beginning Membership 858 702 
      
Members Received      

By Baptism: Children 12   
By Baptism: Adults     
By Af irmed Faith 13 12 

      
Subtotal 25 12 
      
Baptized Members Con irmed   6 
      
Total Members Received 25 18 
      
Members Removed      
      

By Death 10 10 
By Removed No Transfer  0 0 
By Transfer to Non-ELCA & Other Denom 0 0 
By Transfer to ELCA 16 12 
      

      
Total Members Removed 26 22 
      
Net Change in Membership -1 -4 
Correction (removed in error in prior year) 1 1 
      
Ending Membership  858 699 

      
Households -12/31/2016     -    428 
Households -12/31/2017    -     428 



67 

 

The formal mission of the Foundation is to develop and manage an endowment that enhances 
and extends the congregation’s worship, educational and ministry programs. By encouraging 
stewardship of inancial assets and serving as a channel for gifts that keep on giving, the Founda-
tion enables members and friends of Good Shepherd to build a legacy of support for the congre-
gation and its outreach. 

In 2017 the Foundation received two substantial gifts from the estates of long time members. The 
directors are in awe of the generosity of the Good Shepherd community, and of the importance of 
the Foundation’s work with the congregation. Throughout the year, gifts in memorial, celebration 
and gratitude are all deeply appreciated. These are the gifts that keep the Foundation strong. 

Notable events in 2017 were: 

January, the “Bridge to the Future” event was a success. A representative from LSS 
presented ideas for legacy giving and inancial planning during an adult education hour in 
the heritage parlor. The “Bridge to the Future” wall plaque was unveiled at this event. 

June, the wall plaque was installed on the bridge in time for the celebration of the 
completion of the capital campaign. 

October, a grant was awarded to the Good Shepherd music program, for the perfor-
mance of Bach Cantata #115, in celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
on All Saints Sunday in November. 

December, Dave Quello and Vic Perlbachs participated in the Wednesday Conversa-
tions program, presenting ideas for planned giving. 

December, a grant was awarded to Gethsemane Lutheran/Camden Promise, to off-
set costs of the emergency replacement of their boiler system, and to support their im-
portant north side community services. We have served at Camden Promise for several 
years; this has been a wonderful outreach program for the congregation. 

One Foundation director, Ginny Pearson, has completed her term and is stepping down this year. 
Her work as both a director and secretary will be hard to replace. Her dedication is so much ap-
preciated. The Foundation awaits the election of directors to ill this opening at the congregations 
annual meeting. 

The current directors of the Foundation are Adam Benson (treasurer), Joetta Fontaine, Erik  
Meyer, Vic Perlbachs (president), Dave Quello, Renee Raether, Dave Vander Haar, Lynn Weist, 
Dwight Larson (ex of icio), Teresa Malko (ex of icio), Pastor Debra Samuelson (ex of icio). The 
Foundation does not currently have an ambassador. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Victor Perlbachs 
President, Good Shepherd Foundation 

Good Shepherd Foundation 
G

ood Shepherd Foundation 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION  

  
BALANCE  

SHEET  
ASSETS   12/31/2016 12/31/2017 
  Money Market Mutual Fund $166,408 $175,466 
  LCOGS Tradition Bank Deposit 256,226 258,137 
  Kenn Barry Golden Shepherds Fund 47,977 54,763 
  Cash Allocation of Investment Portfolio 25,052 39,091 
  Fixed Income Investments * 300,802 311,610 
  Equity Investments 519,631 616,808 
  * Includes accrued interest except CDs     
TOTAL ASSETS   $1,316,096 $1,455,875 
        
ASSETS   12/31/2016 12/31/2017 
  Unrestricted Funds $997,216 $1,127,554 
  Designated Funds 318,880 328,320 
  Kenn Barry Golden Shepherds Fund 47,977 54,763 
  Thompson Library/ Kitchen Fund 14,677 15,420 
  LCOGS Tradition Bank Deposit 256,226 258,137 
  Gesme Parish Nurse/ Health Ministry 0 0 
        
LIABILITIES LCOGS Tradition Bank Deposit 256,226 258,137 
        
RECEIPTS   2016 2017 
  Memorials and Other Gifts $259,083 $43,656 
  Investment Performance $80,927 $127,645 
        
  TOTAL $340,010 $171,301 
        
EXPENSES   2016 2017 
  Miscellaneous Expenses $591 $323 
  TOTAL $591 $323 
        
GRANTS   2016 2017 
  Build Our Path 2016 Payments 100,000   
  LPDA Foundation (Tor / Haiti connection) 10,000   
  Eastside Financial Center (Peter S / LSS MN) $5,000   
  Global Health Ministries Aira Nursing Students   6,500 
  Jacob's Well Intern   3,700 
  Upturnships - Julie Burrows   11,000 
  TOTAL $115,000 $21,200 
        
GRANTS APPROVED BUT PENDING PAYMENT 2016 2017 
  Camden Promise/Gethsemane Boiler Repair   $10,000 
  Reformation Musicians   $4,250 
  LSS Empowering Students to Achieve   $15,000 
  TOTAL   $29,250 

TREASURER'S REPORT  
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Minneapolis Area Synod Report  
to the Congregation 

M
inneapolis Area Synod Report 
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ELCA Report to the Congregation 
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