
ADVENT CALENDAR 2017
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Each day during Advent, give a gift that celebrates the coming of the Savior and serves our neighbors.

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for  Bread for the World and 
people who are  hungry

Give a Gift of
CANNED 

VEGETABLES

Give a Gift of
PASTA

Give a Gift of
PEANUT BUTTER

Give a Gift of
JAM OR JELLY

Give a Gift of
PORK & BEANS

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for Camden Promise

Give a Gift of
BOX OF CEREAL

Give a Gift of
PRAYER 

for Community 
Emergency Service

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people who eat at
Loaves & Fishes

Give a Gift of
RICE

Give a Gift of
CAN OF SOUP

Give a Gift of
CANNED FRUIT

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for children who receive food 
from Feed My Starving Children

Give a Gift of
BEEF STEW

Give a Gift of
MAC & CHEESE

Give a Gift of
SOAP

Give a Gift of
CANNED 

VEGETABLES

Give a Gift of
CANNED MEAT

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people who receive 
Meals on Wheels
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Give a Gift of
CANNED TUNA
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The Promises of the Promised One

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty. 

JOHN 6:35

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 

who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. 
PSALM 146:5-7

He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness.
2 CORINTHIANS 9:10

The eyes of all look to you, and 
you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire 

of every living thing. 
PSALM 145:15-16

Thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
for his wonderful works to humankind. 

For he satisfies the thirsty, 
and the hungry he fills with good things.

PSALM 107:8-9

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo 

the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed 
go free, and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly.
ISAIAH 58:6-8

God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.
GENESIS 1:11-12

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it 
to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations. 
ISAIAH 61:1

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? So faith by itself, 

if it has no works, is dead. 
JAMES 2:16-17

Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. 

. . . Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me. 
MATTHEW 25:34-40 

If you offer your food to the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
    and your gloom be like the noonday.

MATTHEW 6:25

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he [Jesus] looked up to heaven, and 

blessed and broke them, and gave them 
to the disciples to set before the crowd.

LUKE 9:16

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry.
PSALM 146:5-7

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. . . .” 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, 

“See, I am making all things new.” 
REVELATION 21:3-5

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 
. . . They rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest.

ISAIAH 9:2-3

His [God’s] mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He . . . has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.

LUKE 1:50-55

How does God’s love abide 
in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need 

and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action.
1 JOHN 3:17-18

Since there will never cease to be 
some in need on the earth, 
I therefore command you, 

“Open your hand to the poor 
and needy neighbor in your land.”

DEUTERONOMY 15:11

You shall not strip your vineyard bare, 
or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; 

you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: 
I am the Lord your God.

LEVITICUS 19:10

 As for those who in the present age are rich, 
command them not to be haughty, 

or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but rather on God who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share.
1 TIMOTHY 6:17

 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

MATTHEW 5:15-16

THE NATIVITY 
OF OUR LORD

Christmas Day
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel, 

that is, God with us.  
ISAIAH 7:14

MERRY CHRISTMAS! JESUS IS BORN!

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people served at
Simpson Shelter 

He [Jesus] said, “When you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
and the blind. And you will be blessed, 

because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

LUKE 14:12-14



USING THE ADVENT CALENDAR 
THE THEME FOR ADVENT
Each Sunday of Advent at worship we will celebrate “The Promises 
of the Promised One.” Jesus Christ is the Promised One, the 
Savior who comes at Christmas. He comes with the promise of 
God’s love and life forever. The Advent Calendar texts reveal the 
promises of God and our call to serve God and serve others.

USING THE ADVENT CALENDAR
At an apponted time each day (perhaps, at dinner):

1.  Look at the Advent Calendar devotion appointed for the day. 

2.  Read the biblical text for the day together. 
 You may wish to read additional verses surrounding the text, 

to better understand the context of the story.

3.  Talk about where your gift for the day will go, how it will be 
used and the people who will receive your gifts. Not everyone 
has a comfortable home and ample food! And God calls us to 
care for our neighbors. It’s part of being God’s child.

 See information on the right, which tells about the ministries 
cited on the calendar.

4.  Say a prayer together for the people served through our 
hunger ministries and those at Good Shepherd who volunteer 
to help them.

5.  Put your gift of food in the grocery bag.

At the end of Advent, bring the grocery bag to church and place it 
on the Narthex altar, an offering from your family to God, to help 
others in Christ’s name.

FOOD MINISTRIES WE SUPPORT
Ministries in which Good Shepherd is involved which help 
provide food include:

BREAD FOR THE WORLD
This international organization advocates for hungry people 
throughout the world, especially through political action. If 
you wish to be an advocate for hungry families, contact Allan 
Campbell at campbellallan3@gmail.com or 612-259-8195. 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY SERVICE
On the first Sunday of each month, people at Good Shepherd are 
invited to bring groceries which are then delivered to Community 
Emergency Service. They have a large food pantry, and people 
are welcome each week to come by and select the food they 
need. The food gathered through the Advent Calendar will go to 
Community Emergency Service. To learn more, contact Karen 
Walhof at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439.

CAMDEN PROMISE
Located in north Minneapolis, Camden Promise offers food and 
clothing to families from the neighborhood. On the first and third 
Saturdays each month, teams of workers from Good Shepherd help 
families who come to select food from the Food Shelf and choose 
clothing from the Clothes Closet. In addition, each Wednesday 
Camden Promise serves a hot dog dinner to anyone who comes 
by. Good Shepherd serves those hot dog dinners three times during 
the summer. Want to help with Camden ministries? Contact Karen 
Walhof at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439.

SIMPSON SHELTER
A new ministry at Good Shepherd, six times a year a team of 
Good Shepherd youth and adults go to Simpson Shelter and 
provide a nutritious dinner to families who come to be served. 
Contact Mark Halvorson at m.halvorson@goodshepherdmpls.org 
or 612-927-8849 if you want to be involved.

LOAVES AND FISHES
Six times per year, teams from Good Shepherd prepare a meal 
which is served to people at St. Stephen’s School – the third 
Tuesday of January, March, May, July, September and November. 
Many of the people who come for a meal live in shelters or on 
the street. Want to help prepare food? Please contact Karen 
Walhof at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439. 
Want to help serve the food? Please contact Debbie Anderson at  
debbie.anderson@northmemorial.com or 952-544-4940.

MEALS ON WHEELS
Drivers from Good Shepherd deliver mid-day meals to homebound 
neighbors in south Minneapolis, Edina and Richfield. Can you 
help for just an hour every five or six weeks? Contact Sylvia 
Pedersen at sylviapedersen1@gmail.com or 612-825-8098.
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