
All Saints Day 
1 November 2016 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 The aula, where chapel services are held, is not far from my home.  I can often hear the 
students singing during the evening chapel service they have around 8:45p.m.  Last night, I 
heard the strains of “A Mighty Fortress” as they began their worship.  Reformation Day and 
Halloween Day for many of you.  There were, however, no trick or treaters who came to my 
house last evening as Halloween is not a day that is celebrated here.  On this All Saints Day 
when we remember those who have gone before us in the faith, I am remembering Mark’s 
uncle Carl, who died last spring.  Carl was a teacher of music and university organist at 
California Lutheran University for many years.  We buried his ashes this summer in the 
graveyard outside the country church in Swedeburg, NE, where many of his forebears also lie in 
repose.  It was good to be reminded then, as it is now, that we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses. 
 
 It has been awhile since I have written to you all.  This semester has been 
full of activities and I have been very busy with teaching.  I returned from the US 
in August in time for the annual “Independence Day” celebrations.  We had the 
usual community worship service.  In the past, the raising of the flag, the 
student’s independence day drama and the reciting of the pancasila (the five 
principal concepts of Indonesian independence) were embedded in our worship 
service.  This year, however, we had the entire Christian worship service, sang 
our threefold “Amen” and then we had all the national pieces of the 
Independence Day activities. As usual, there were games in the afternoon for 
the students.  The traditional game of climbing of the greased pole for the prizes 
at the top was played.  It took a very long time this year to claim the prizes.   
 
 September was a full month of activities.  Graduation was held on Thursday, 8 
September.  The top five graduating students in the BTH class were all women.  This class 

graduated over 75 students, who came from all parts of Indonesia and 
who represent the various Lutheran churches within Indonesia.  They will 
go out now to serve two or three years in parish ministry before 
ordination.  Along with the BTH students, there were several post-
graduate students who received advanced degrees.  The first student 
whose thesis work I supervised, Rukun Hutagalung, graduated this year 
with his Master’s degree with a concentration in Pastoral Theology.   

 
 The week following the graduation was the Sinode Godang, HKBP churchwide assembly 
which happens every four years.  It took place in Sipoholon.  There was the usual church 
business, but there was the election for a new bishop and the heads of the various 
departments.  The seminary is now three faculty members short as Dr. Darwin Lumbantobing, 
former principal of the seminary and teacher of systematic theology, was elected bishop, Dr. 



Martongo Sitinjak, teacher of New Testament, and Dr. Anna Vera 
Pangaribuan, my co-teacher in Pastoral Theology were all elected to 
positions of leadership in the HKBP.  Also elected at the Sinode were 
30 pastors to be district superintendents.  In the HKBP the bishop, along 
with the heads of the various departments, is the one who assigns pastors 
to the various church placements.  The first task of the newly elected 
officials was to assign those 30 pastors to the districts where they would 
serve for the next four years.  Anna was elected to be the head of the 
Marturia department which works to strengthen the witness of the HKBP in the communities 
where they are located as well as in the national context.  Her election has meant that much of 
the teaching for this rest of this semester has become my responsibility.  They will be assigning 
a new teacher for pastoral theology to the seminary, I am just not sure when he/she might 
come.  Until then, I will continue to teach the classes.  It will be a good challenge for my 
Bahasa!!  I usually have a power point in Bahasa Indonesia as well as a handout for students, 
but fortunately, I have several students in each class whose English is quite good.  They 
graciously help translate my English lecture into Bahasa.  

 
 At the end of September, I was a resource person 
for a conference sponsored by the local LWF committee 
at the Hotel Toledo on the island of Samosir.  The 
conference brought together theological teachers from 
the various institutions of the member churches of the 
LWF here in Indonesia.  The topic was “teaching and 
Lutheran identity.”  My assignment was to talk about 

Lutheran pastoral care/counseling in the context of church and society.  The group was small, 
so conversation was good!  October has been relatively quiet in comparison to August and 
September.  November promises to be so as well, which is good.  I have and will have a number 
of papers to grade and a final examination to give and grade for the pastoral theology class as 
the semester comes to an end.  
 
 Last year on 9 December, there was to be an election for a new mayor in Pematang 
Siantar.  The election was abruptly canceled by the government, but on Wednesday, 16 
November, that election will take place.  As I pray for the US election to come in the next week, 
please pray for the election here in Siantar that the election will be fair and honest.  
 
  Once again, I am grateful for your partnership in this ministry that we have together for 
the sake of the Gospel in the world.  As the season of Advent will soon be upon us, I wish you 
quiet moments as we wait for the Coming One.  And, a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year 
as well .   
 
In Christ, 

Rosanne 


