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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

It is such a wonderful time at Good Shepherd! I see people deepening their relationships – with 
one another and with Christ – and I watch you live out your faith in myriad ways. We continue 
to be blessed with vibrant worship, and visitors consistently talk about their warm reception 
here.

This is the 500th anniversary year of Martin Luther’s famous nailing of the 95 Theses on the 
church door in Wittenburg, calling for reforms in the church. Pastor Jacobson wondered some 
time back if we could do something special to remember the Reformation, every month that 
has 31 days. Out of those early musings “Project 31” was born! It’s going to be a wonderful year 
of celebration (page 6). Of particular note is the Fulton Catechism that will be unveiled October 
31 (page 11). Thank you, Pastor Jacobson and the group you are working with! We are looking 
forward to this new catechism and the year-long celebrations. 

Wednesdays will have a new look this year. Wednesday U will be a time for the whole community 
to gather mid-week, with a buck-a-slice pizza and a whole host of evening options. Check it 
out! Wednesday U begins September 11 (page 12).

We look forward to Rally Day, when we will begin another year of ministry together  
(page 9). And we will do so surrounded by the beautiful artwork created by our Quilters!

Are you wondering how to get involved in ways that will make a difference in the lives of others? 
Be sure to experience Mission Exploration in October to discover together “all the different 
ways God calls Good Shepherd people to share God’s love with others” (page 9). This congregation 
has been involved with Beacon Housing for many years, primarily through Families Moving 
Forward. As part of the Capital Appeal, $25,000 was given toward 66 West, housing for homeless 
young adults in Edina. The grand opening celebration will be August 3 (page 10). And if you 
want to have fun while supporting the programs at 66 West, plan to participate in the golf 
outing August 27 or, if you are like me and not a golfer, this year there will be a Putt-Putt course 
at the church on August 26 (page 18). Lots of fun for a serious purpose!

You also will find information about the worship themes and about music for the fall (pages 15, 
16 and 17) as well as the Golden Shepherd calendar (page 4). You can meet Emily Glaser, our 
communications intern in 10 Questions (page 18). And be sure you have Summer Classical 
Comedy in your calendars (page 5).

Thank you for all the ways we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Pastor Debra Samuelson 

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE
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GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S 
 ON THE MOVE AGAIN!

BY KAREN WILKINSON

The Golden Shepherds program committee has planned programs 
for August through November; they will keep participants moving 
and interested in local history and landmarks.

On Thursday, August 3, we will take a narrated boat cruise on 
the Mississippi River, leaving from Bohemian Flats, followed by 
lunch in south Minneapolis on the way back to church.

A Minnesota History Center history re-enactor will join us for 
our September program in Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be served 
at 12:30, prior to the program. 

On October 5 we will tour the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis, 
with a quick stop at the Sculpture Garden by the Walker Art 
Center. A lunch stop will follow.

Plans for November are still under way. 

The attendance at our December gathering has been diminishing 
over the past several years, as has the number of volunteers who 
are available to prepare the buffet meal. We want this to continue 
to be a celebratory event and are discussing what to offer for 
entertainment as well as for the meal. We welcome any suggestions 
from those who have helped with or attended the Christmas 
buffet in the past or hope to attend it this year. Contact Karen 
Wilkinson with your ideas. 

We will share more information on the programs for August 
through November, as we obtain confirmation – as well as our 
ideas for this year’s December event.

The Visual Arts Committee brings new opportunities to 
explore faith through the visual arts. You don’t need to be 
an artist to be part of this group – we’re looking for people 
of all ages, talents and abilities. Whether you have just a 
bit of time to share or would like to dive in deep, check us 
out! Here are just some of the current opportunities 
underway:

•  Learn about the great art collection at Good Shepherd. 
Did you know we have one of the most significant 
collections of Paul Granlund bronze sculptures? 

•  Like to go to art galleries? Join the effort to organize 
gallery spaces within our building. Imagine the 
possibilities for art that changes and enlivens our walls 
on a regular basis. 

•  Green thumb and/or decorative flair? Help us maintain 
a fresh face on our most public spaces with seasonally 
appropriate plants and decorative accents. 

•  Swing a hammer? Climb a ladder? Valuable “handy man/
woman” skills are always in need when it comes to 
displaying things. 

•  Clerical, organizational or tech skills? Help with 
communications or organize an art catalog. 

•  Roll up your sleeves and join in the creation of liturgical 
art to enhance the lessons and seasonal themes laid out 
by our pastoral staff. Typically, these efforts have been 
group activities providing fellowship and a lot of hands-on 
fun. 

Other ideas? We’re open to inspiration. The Holy Spirit 
moves through us in marvelous and mysterious ways, 
awakening us to the very real presence of God in our daily 
lives. Contact Cathy Roinas, Vic Perlbachs or Brita Taracks 
for more information. 

BY BRITA TARACKS

  
Art Opens the Door to Visual  

Ways of Exploring Faith!
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BY KAREN WILKINSON
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Mark your calendar now to come to church 
to see two short plays described by director 
Tor Johnson as “funny, quirky and slightly 
irreverent.” The Summer Classical 
Comedies are “The Vicar of Nibbleswicke” 
by Roald Dahl (of “Charlie & the 
Chocolate Factory” fame) and “Breakdown 
Point” by Troy Banyan. Cast members are 
Cheryl Beckey, Ralph Johnson, Ella 
Krafve, Ingrid Krafve, Roger Krafve, 
Mykal Pennington, Jake Peterson, Honora 
Smith and Sophia Smith. Show time is 7 
p.m. September 7, 8 and 9. 

In the Dahl play, Vicar (Anglican pastor) 
Robert Lee suffers from back-to-front 
dyslexia. This malady causes the sufferer 

to say the most important word (often 
the verb) in a sentence backward, mirth 
ensuing. For example, instead of knits, 
he says stink. And he doesn’t know he’s 
doing it, shocking and amazing the 
village with his outrageous comments. 
Happily, a cure is found. Dahl wrote the 
piece to benefit the Dyslexia Institute of 
London. Director Tor adapted the 
children’s story for the stage. 

“Breakdown Point” takes place at the top of 
a hill where two roads intersect; there a car 
conks out and, at the same time, a tandem 
bike breaks down. A mysterious woman 
appears to repair the vehicles and mend the 
rifts between the travelers. Who is she? 

TWO CLEVER ONE-ACT PLAYS 
SET FOR SEPTEMBER 7, 8 & 9

 

BY ANN L. BURCKHARDT 

P E R F O RM I N G

UPDATES
ARTS

The Good Shepherd Holiday Musical, a 
wonderful tradition here, will be the 
popular, fun and intergenerational show, 
“Annie Jr.” by Thomas Meehan, Charles 
Strouse and Martin Charmin. Everyone 
loved the delightful tale of wealthy Oliver 
(Daddy) Warbucks and Annie, the spunky 
orphan he adopts, and its wonderful music 
when it was performed here five years ago. 
Director Tor calls the songs in “Annie” 
“contagiously singable for all ages.”

Auditions for children and youth who would 
like to perform in “Annie Jr.” will be held 
September 14 and 15. No adults need to 
audition. Please email Tor at tor.johnson@
goodshepherdmpls.org for more details. 
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On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, in his “95 Theses” or “Disputation for Clarifying the Power of Indulgences,” 
offered what would become a call for reform of the church. Luther was urging the church of his day to wrestle, collectively, 
with the question of how a person is made right or righteous in the eyes of God.

Luther began his call for debate with a simple statement: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ he 
willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”

Luther makes this statement about a life full of repentance over and against any sort of system in which one, in essence, 
makes oneself right with God through different “parts” of repentance which were encouraged by many in the church of 
his day: contrition, confession and satisfaction. The idea was that the sinful person must not only feel sorry for sin, but 
also must confess it and then make up for it somehow. For Luther, the sinful person is brought to sorrow over sin by 
hearing the Law of God which exposes sin for what it is, and the Gospel of God which tells the sinner that she or he, 
despite and in the very midst of that sin, is still – always – God’s beloved creature. In that moment, without any further 
need for action or restitution, the sinner is set free and called “saint.”

“Project 31,” which will be taking place at Good Shepherd over the course of the coming year, celebrates the gift of 
justification by grace through faith which Luther returned to the church. And as we celebrate this great Good News, 
we will not only mark and honor the Reformation, but reclaim it for ourselves today.

“Project 31” will mark and reclaim this promise on each of the five “31sts” of the month from October through May. 
Here is a brief glimpse at what we will be doing:

October 31: Unveiling of The Fulton Catechism (see page 11)
Our new catechism, and a new translation and setting (by Ralph Johnson and Pastor Jacobson) of an old hymn by Martin 
Luther will anchor a service of worship that will spill out into our neighborhood and invite all who hear to come and 
join in. 

December 31: New Year, New Reformation
Join us in the early evening on this New Year’s Eve for a time of fellowship, prayer and song, as we anticipate the coming 
year in the light of Christ, and the promise of new days and new creation.

January 31: Feed My Starving Children
During the week of January 29 to February 3, the South Metro Feed My Starving Children food pack will be taking 
place. This ministry is a great way to answer the Gospel and the Lutheran call to love and care for our neighbor. On 
Wednesday, the 31st, our goal is as a congregation to take up every slot we can that evening.

March 31: Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd Easter Vigil
The practice of keeping vigil on Easter Saturday – between the crucifixion of the Christ on Good Friday and his 
resurrection on Easter Sunday – is an ancient one. Join us as we keep vigil at Good Shepherd in ways unique to this 
congregation, this people of God.   

May 31: “A Festival to the Lord”
Here at the close of the church ministry year, we end with a great celebration. The neighborhood plaza party, combined 
with a stewardship gala, will conclude our program year, celebrate our life together and at the same time look forward 
to what the coming years will bring.



NEW MINISTRY DEVELOPS WITH 

SIMPSON SHELTER

Good Shepherd has had a longtime ministry with Loaves and 
Fishes at St. Stephen’s School. Serving a meal every other month, 
we have been blessed to extend the hands of Christ to our 
brothers and sisters in desperate situations, many living on the 
street or in shelters. This year we will expand that type of 
ministry, working with Simpson Shelter. And, this time our 
young people will lead the way!

Simpson Housing Services helps thousands of people 
experiencing homelessness find the housing, support and shelter 
they need in a time of personal crisis. Programs include 
emergency overnight shelter for men and women, stable and 
supportive housing for individuals and families, and specialized 
programming for children and youth designed to break the 
generational cycle of poverty and homelessness. Good Shepherd 
has already been involved in an occasional way, making 
sandwiches which are then shared at Simpson Shelter. Now we 

BY MARK HALVORSON AND KAREN WALHOF

will be involved directly, seeing the people we serve in Christ’s 
name face-to-face!

One of Simpson’s programs involves youth groups in a unique 
and powerful way. At times during the year, our youth group 
(along with adult chaperones) will stay overnight above the 
shelter and then provide breakfast for shelter guests the following 
morning. As part of the experience, shelter staff give the group 
a tour and answer questions. Then we will plan a hot menu for 
breakfast, purchase the food items, cook and serve 40-50 shelter 
guests. And that’s just one experience!

We work at Loaves and Fishes in January, March, May, July, 
September and November. We’ll expand this ministry by working 
at Simpson Shelter in the other months in some way. A full year 
of service to those who need our help and God’s love! Watch 
for more information in September.
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Rally Day is set for September 10 – a day of new beginnings and 
a continuation of vibrant ministries already underway! The theme 
for the day focuses on creation. In the act of creation, the God we 
worship brought us into being. What does that mean for us 
– being part of God’s creation, created “very good”? Psalm 139 
tells us, “You have knit me together in my mother’s womb.” To 
celebrate God’s work of creation, our Quilters will display the 
quilts they have fashioned, “knit” together in amazing ways, with 
colors and textures and shapes. We’ll fold them up and bring 
them forward to the altar, a reflection that all we do, all we create 
belongs to God, to be used for God’s work in this world.

Then during the education hour, children and youth will find 
their classes and join together for fun and festivities, to celebrate 
being together again.

After the 10:30 a.m. worship service we will come together on 
the Plaza for a picnic luncheon and a little music, surrounded by 
God’s wonderful creation. 

Be sure to be a part of this celebration of a new year of ministry 
– worship, learning, service and welcome – as God’s people at 
Good Shepherd. It will be good to be together again!

BY KAREN WALHOF
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is a place “where love comes to life.” During the first three Sundays in October, we 
will discover together all the different ways God calls Good Shepherd people to share God’s love with others. 

Organized by the themes of the Sundays, under the theme of Mission Exploration, the various worship, outreach, education, 
welcome and caring ministries will have displays that explain their work in Christ’s name. 

O C T O B E R  1   We learn God’s name in the Bible texts at worship: “I Am.” Mission Exploration will celebrate the behind-the-
scenes people who make worship happen. 

O C T O B E R  8   The Bible story tells us that God provided food for God’s people in the wilderness. The mission displays will 
reveal the many ways we care for others in our community. 

O C T O B E R  1 5   In worship we read about Samuel’s call. Mission Exploration will allow us to discover the ways God calls us to 
help in our community and world.

Mission Exploration is for all ages! Sunday school children will take a passport to each display, learn about the ministry and 
get their passports stamped. Adults will find conversation with the ministry leaders at each table interesting and informative. 
You’ll learn something about the ministry and the passion of those involved in it. Mark your calendars for the first three Sundays 
in October. And then, on October 22, make your pledge to support the ministries of this congregation.

MISSION EXPLORATION SET FOR OCTOBER
BY KAREN WALHOF AND HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON



Application Process To be considered for tenancy at 66 
West, young people must apply for apartments. The property 
managers then screen applications to ensure they meet 
requirements, including having experienced homelessness. 
According to Beacon’s Director of Advancement, Laura Vitelli, 
“Based on our experience at Nicollet Square (the organization’s 
Minneapolis youth housing), we expect most tenants will live 
at 66 West for 18 to 24 months. About 80 percent will then 
move on to other stable homes.”

How Good Shepherd Supports Beacon 
Good Shepherd is one of many congregations supporting 
Beacon through funding and volunteerism. As part of Good 
Shepherd’s Capital Campaign, $25,000 was contributed to  
66 West. In addition, Good Shepherd’s Quilters group made 
quilts that were donated to Beacon. Each resident will choose 
their quilt, then keep it even after they leave 66 West.

What’s Next? Attend 66 West’s grand opening celebration 
on Thursday, August 3, from 5 to 8 p.m. The event includes a 
tour of the building. If you wish to attend, RSVP at www.
beaconinterfaith.org/events.

About Beacon Interfaith Housing 
Collaborative Beacon is an interfaith collaborative of 
congregations ending homelessness through housing, shelter 
and advocacy. Beacon manages the Families Moving Forward 
ministry which offers families experiencing homelessness 
hospitality, emergency shelter and a path to home with support 
for stability. Good Shepherd hosts families from Families 
Moving Forward for one week, three or four times each year. 
We offer breakfast, lunch, dinner, beds and fellowship during 
the evening hours. Among the volunteer opportunities are 
cooking a meal, playing with children or serving as an 
overnight host. Our next hosting dates are September 17-24.

Beacon’s goal is to develop 1,000 homes for those experiencing 
homelessness by 2020. Since 2003, they have created or 
preserved almost 500 homes for approximately 800 people 
including families, youth and adults. For more information, 
view their website: http://www.beaconinterfaith.org.

Housing for Homeless  
Young Adults in Edina

Homelessness is a serious and worrysome societal problem. 
According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, 
there is a shortage of 7.2 million units of housing affordable 
and available to the lowest income people. 

Unique among the homeless population is young adults ages 18 
to 24 years from the western suburbs of Hennepin County. 
Every night, an estimated 300 young people are homeless in 
this area. 

This is where 66 West comes in – filling a much-needed niche. 
The first such housing for homeless young adults in the western 
suburbs, 66 West was made possible through the leadership of 
Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative along with Edina 
Community Lutheran Church and other collaborating 
congregations.

Created by Beacon, 66 West is a 39-apartment facility located 
on West 66th Street in Edina near Southdale Center and 
Fairview Southdale Hospital. The location is close to hundreds 
of jobs with good access to public transportation. Moreover, 66 
West is professionally managed – ensuring tenants’ security 
and attention to neighborhood needs. 

Beacon’s partner, Simpson Housing Services, provides on-site 
professional staff to support tenants as they transition from 
homelessness to stable housing. The staff works with the young 
adults as they develop their educational, career and personal 
goals.

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK
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Young adults choose housewares and other supplies from this storage room.
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One of the great gifts of the Lutheran 
Reformation was the Small Catechism, 
which Martin Luther wrote in 1529 to 
help everyday Christians make sense of 
God’s promises and God’s presence in 
their day-to-day lives. For generations 
Lutherans have studied Luther’s Small 
Catechism, memorized all or parts of it, 
and had their faith-lives shaped by it.

One thing that is often missed by 
modern Lutherans (and other Christians 
for that matter) is that back in the day 
there were dozens of catechisms out 
there. Luther’s wasn’t the only one. Most 
towns or regions in Germany had 
catechisms of their own, tailored to the 
particular needs of their communities, 
congregations and contexts.

In the spirit of the Reformation, which 
marks its 500th anniversary this October, 
we will be unveiling a new catechism 
written for our congregation, our 
neighborhood and our times. Our goal 
is not to replicate Luther’s Small 
Catechism nor, certainly, to replace it. 

The Fulton 
Catechism

The goal, instead, is to take inspiration 
from Luther and to produce something 
new and, we pray, uniquely suited to 
invite any and all who sift through its 
pages to know God and the life of faith 
better.

Luther’s catechism – and most 
catechisms, frankly – are primarily meant 
to deliver information, information 
which is to be received, accepted, 
believed. The Fulton Catechism will be 
different. To be sure, there will be faith 
claims in it (one article of our faith, for 
example, is the promise that in Christ’s 
life and death we are taught that our 
God “so loves us,” that God, through 
Christ, teaches us how to love one 
another). But this catechism is being 
designed to be responsive and interactive. 
“What will that be like?” you might be 
wondering. Here are some ideas:

•    We will begin with questions meant to 
invite not just acceptance of faith-
truths, but to be a sort of conversation 
with the “reader.” 

•   There will be coloring pages, and spaces 
to write, question, doodle, journal and 
engage in faithful reflection.

•   Space will be given not only to the 
doctrines or promises that are the 
beginning of Christian faith, but the 
ways in which these promises can shape 
a person’s life of faith-in-action.

•   This catechism will be invitational, 
conversational and, we hope, faith- and 
life-giving. 

We are calling our catechism the Fulton 
Catechism because we want it to be 
understood as for any and all who might 
work through it – not just for members 
of Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd or for folks who walk through 
our door, but for everyone in the 
neighborhood we share – and, for that 
matter, for anyone, anywhere, who might 
take it up.

We plan to unveil this new catechism in 
October of this year. Watch for it!

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

GRAPHIC BY HANNAH JACOBSON
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BY KAREN WALHOF

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

“Wednesday U” is the new look of Wednesday nights at Good Shepherd – with both continuing and new programs 
for children, youth and adults. We asked: What changes in schedule and programming could make Wednesday 
nights more convenient for families as well as whet the appetites of those who are not participating in that 
important time? “Wednesday U” is the result – a lineup of classes, social time, food and rehearsals designed to 
involved all ages and all interests. The “U” refers to the slate of offerings (like a university) and to “you” (who will 
find meaning and growth and community in the evening’s options).

WEDNESDAY U CONTINUES AND EXPANDS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
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FOOD

One of the night’s biggest changes will be in the food available. Rather than a full-fledged meal offered in the Fellowship Hall, all 
ages will rendezvous at Sacred Grounds Coffee Shop for buck-a-slice pizza and beverages. If you’re on the run, you can grab a slice 
of pizza and go immediately to rehearsal or class. Or, if you have time, you can sit down and chat with others and eat, plus order 
your favorite coffee beverage from the baristas there. And the price is right: $1 per piece of pizza – have as many as you want!

WHAT’S THE SAME, WITH ONE TIME CHANGE

Then, for children and youth, much will remain the same: Choir rehearsals will continue in the same schedule as prior years. 
Confirmation will also continue at the same time. One time change: The High School Youth Group will meet at 7 p.m. rather than 
8 p.m. Mark Halvorson, Director of Youth and Family Ministry says, “This fall we will be offering Confirmation programming 
for grades 6-8 and High School Youth Group for grades 9-12 at the same time. Choirs for those ages will happen right beforehand, 
making the evening schedule a bit tighter while still continuing to offer age appropriate and meaningful educational, fellowship, 
and musical opportunities.” Moving this time frame up will allow young people who are involved in Cantáre to move right from 
choir rehearsal to youth ministry, without an hour lag between.

WHAT’S NEW

The other big change will be for adults during the 6-6:45 time slot. Three options will greet adults: A class led by Pastor Jacobson, 
quiet time for prayer and reflection in the Chapel, and a time of conversation with others on specific topics that will change each 
week. It’s a good bet that you will find something that spurs your interest or meets your needs each week. Everyone is invited! And, 
this is designed to be an ideal opportunity for choir parents while their kids are at rehearsals, as well as for youth leaders before they 
help with Confirmation or High School Youth Group.

The classes will explore a variety of topics, some stretching over three weeks. (See the schedule on page 14.) Pastor Jacobson says, 
“We are shifting away from doing Bible on Wednesday nights, in the hopes of exploring bigger or broader theological ideas, their 
place and impact on the daily life of faith, all while addressing critical daily issues that we all face in life.” 

“Conversations” will feature a different topic each week, led by Good Shepherd members and friends. As an example, Parish Nurse 
Dorothy Ellerbroek will lead one conversation on Advanced Directives – the document that tells your family what your intentions 
are for medical care if you are no longer able to communicate those decisions. It’s an important document whatever your age, and 
Dorothy will make it easy. In a completely different vein, you will want to join the conversation on “Climbing Kilimanjaro” with 
Andrea Brandt. She and her son Ben faced that great adventure last year. She’ll talk about the actual experience and her motivation 
in doing it. And Tammy Walhof, director of Lutheran Advocacy—Minnesota, will be back to discuss effective political action – 
whatever your political stance. “Conversations” will touch on all kinds of topics. Look for a list in the Join In booklet coming soon. 

And the Chapel will be available, lighted with candles and accompanied with soft music. Maybe a time apart from others would 
be most beneficial for you – a time to lean back into the arms of our loving God. Printed suggestions for guided prayer will be 
available, Liturgy of the Hours will be offered at different times and there will be a prayer board up for community prayer requests.

A TIME FOR GROWTH

As a congregation we are blessed to be able to worship together, serve and learn together, support each other and grow together. 
As we look forward to a revamped Wednesday evening this fall – Wednesday U – the big goal remains the same: to work at sharing 
the Gospel with those around us, to come to know our brothers and sisters in Christ just a bit better, to grow in our faith and then 
take it to the hallways and homes and places of business in our local and global community.

Schedule
& Classes
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5:30-7:00

6:00-6:25

6:00-6:45

6:00-6:45

6:00-6:45

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:00

7:00-8:00

7:00-8:00

7:00-8:30

WEDNESDAY U SCHEDULE 

Coffee, drinks, pizza, Sacred Grounds
 
Alleluia Choir, age 3-K
 
Chorister Choir, 4th-6th grade
 
Cantáre, 7th-12th grade
 

ADULT	EDUCATION	OPTIONS:	

Class with Pastor Jacobson, Parlor

“Conversations,” Narthex

Prayer and meditation, Chapel

Caroler Choir, 1st-3rd grade

Confirmation, 6th-8th grade

High School Youth Group, 9th-12th grade

Good Shepherd Choir, adults

WEDNESDAY U CLASSES WITH PASTOR JACOBSON 

SEPTEMBER 13 – 27:
Parenting Conversations on The Big Disconnect: Protecting 
Childhood and Family Relationships in the Digital Age by  
Steiner-Adair, Barker

OCTOBER 4 – 18:
Crazy Talk: The Vocabulary of Faith 

 October 4: Thinking Theologically
 October 11: Speaking Theologically
 October 18: Living Theologically 

OCTOBER 25:
Early Dawn: Luther’s 95 Theses Martin Luther and the 
Reformation’s Beginning with Dr. Hans Wiersma

NOVEMBER 1 – 15:
The Fulton Catechism (see page 11 for more information)

DECEMBER 6 – 20:
Advent Series – My Neighbor Is Muslim: Exploring the Muslim Faith
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AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD
BY RALPH JOHNSON,  
DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC

As a new Fall season begins, our life together takes on a renewed energy, including many exciting 
opportunities for singers, ringers and other musicians to engage more deeply in leading and inspiring 
God’s people in worship, reflection, and praise. You are all invited to add your voice to the choir, or 
your instrument (bell, violin, trumpet, ukulele, flutophone, whatever you play…) to the holy band!

Good Shepherd has six wonderful musical ensembles for all ages and interests. Fun times, beautiful 
music, no experience necessary! Look below and find one (or more) to sample:

BELL CHOIR | adult handbell choir | Tor Johnson, director | Mondays, 6-7:15 p.m.

ALLELUIA CHOIR | age 3-Kindergarten | Laurie Dehmlow, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:25 p.m.

CAROLER CHOIR | 1st-3rd grade | Laurie Dehmlow, director | Wednesdays, 6:30-7 p.m.

CHORISTER CHOIR | 4th-6th grade | Tor Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:45 p.m.

CANTÁRE | 7th-12th grade | Ralph Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:45 p.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHOIR | post high school adult | Ralph Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSICIANS – There are many opportunities for instrumentalists of all kinds to share 
your gifts of music with the people at Good Shepherd. If you are interested in playing for worship or 
other events, please contact Ralph Johnson (ralph.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org). 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR WORSHIP AND MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD IN FALL 2017:

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 7 P.M. 
Rally Day Pop-up Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room. All are welcome to experience the fun of 
singing together as we prepare to lead the congregation in our opening kick-off worship services.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 8:15 AND 10:30 A.M. 
Rally Sunday worship services with Rally Sunday Pop-up Choir.

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 AND 13 
First rehearsals for all choirs.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 
Introduction of Pastor Karl Jacobson’s new translation of a hymn by Martin Luther, with musical 
setting by music director Ralph Johnson.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 8:15 AND 10:30 A.M. 
Presentation of Bach cantata in celebration of Reformation 500 by Good Shepherd Choir  
and orchestra.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 7:00 P.M. 
Thanksgiving Eve worship featuring Holden Evening Prayer (and pie for dessert!).
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DEATHS 

03.16.16 - 05.08.17 
WARREN	HASTY

01.12.30 - 06.08.17 
MARGARET	CHRISTENSON

BAPTISMS

05.14.17 
RILEY	ELIZABETH	SEVERSON

07.16.17 
ACHILLES	ALEXANDER	BOE

WEDDINGS  

05.20.17 
KAVON	AND	LIZ	SHAY	MARTIN	

06.16.17 
MARGARET	PITZENBARGER	
AND	PAUL	LARSON

NEW MEMBERS

CARSON	AND	KATHLEEN	
BENCH

JOY	SHIMMIN-OLSON	AND	
JANA	OLSON	

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Series 1: God’s Creation, God’s Creatures: Created, 
Surprised, Chosen, Called, Fed and Forgiven

SEPTEMBER 10 – CREATION BY THE WORD: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Created: Creation by word; light, life; it was, it is, good. 

SEPTEMBER 17 – BINDING OF ISAAC: Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 
Surprised: God gives Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age. 
Abraham is told to sacrifice his son, but God provides the ram. 

SEPTEMBER 24 – JACOB’S DREAM: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
Chosen: Jacob gets a blessing by trickery, flees, dreams of a ladder 
with angels ascending and descending. Receives God’s promise. 

OCTOBER 1 – GOD’S NAME IS REVEALED: Exodus 2:23-25;  
3:10-15; 4:10-17 Called: God’s name is revealed: “I Am.” Moses is a 
reluctant messenger, but God uses him to deliver Israel.

OCTOBER 8 – GOD PROVIDES MANNA: Exodus 16:1-18 
Fed and forgiven: People complain, God provides manna.  
Manna requires faith in what God gives. 

Our first series, encompassing five weeks, builds week to week 
around the idea of what God does in our lives. And when God acts, 
we experience newness of life and take part in that life in joyful 
thanks. How do we connect what God does – and the effects and 
implications of what God does – to our own lives? 

What does it mean for us to say that we are God’s creations, God’s 
called and chosen creatures?

Series 2: God is Calling

Our second series (seven weeks) is about God’s calling to us, to 
summon us to service, to offer us hope, to enliven our faith and life. 
Jesus said that God is a God of the living, and not of the dead 
(Matthew 22:32). The Psalm says that ours is a living God (Psalm 
42:2). We believe that the living God is at work among the living 
today – calling us, claiming us and commissioning us to be life-givers.
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SEPTEMBER 10 – CREATION BY THE WORD: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Created: Creation by word; light, life; it was, it is, good. 

SEPTEMBER 17 – BINDING OF ISAAC: Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 
Surprised: God gives Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age. 
Abraham is told to sacrifice his son, but God provides the ram. 

SEPTEMBER 24 – JACOB’S DREAM: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
Chosen: Jacob gets a blessing by trickery, flees, dreams of a ladder 
with angels ascending and descending. Receives God’s promise. 

OCTOBER 1 – GOD’S NAME IS REVEALED: Exodus 2:23-25;  
3:10-15; 4:10-17 Called: God’s name is revealed: “I Am.” Moses is a 
reluctant messenger, but God uses him to deliver Israel.

OCTOBER 8 – GOD PROVIDES MANNA: Exodus 16:1-18 
Fed and forgiven: People complain, God provides manna.  
Manna requires faith in what God gives. 

OCTOBER 15 – GOD CALLS SAMUEL: 1 Samuel 3:1-21  
Called – to belong to God: God calls Samuel in the night. He says, Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening; told to warn others of sin in Israel. 

OCTOBER 22 – GOD CALLS DAVID: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14 
Called – the Lord looks at the heart: God does not look on outward appearance but on the 
heart; create in me a clean heart. 

OCTOBER 29 – REFORMATION 500: Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11 
Called – saved by grace through faith 

NOVEMBER 5 – GOD SPEAKS TO ELIJAH: 1 Kings 19:1-18  
Called – out of despair into action: Elijah at Horeb – the prophet in despair, God speaks  
in the silence. 

NOVEMBER 12 – AMOS: JUSTICE ROLLS DOWN: Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24  
Called – to faithfulness: Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an  
ever-flowing stream. 

NOVEMBER 19 – ISAIAH: A CHILD IS BORN: Isaiah 9:1-7  
Called – out of darkness, into light: People who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

NOVEMBER 26 – JEREMIAH’S LETTER TO EXILES (CHRIST THE KING): Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14  
Called – out of exile, into restoration: Seek the welfare of the city; I know the plans I have for you. 

Series 3: The Promises of the Promised One

DECEMBER 3 – DANIEL: THE FIERY FURNACE: Daniel 3:1, 8-30  
God promises to be in it, with us: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; God present in the fiery 
furnace.

DECEMBER 10 – EZEKIEL: VALLEY OF DRY BONES: Ezekiel 37:1-14  
God promises to work life in us: Ezekiel prophesies to the dry bones and they are raised to life. 

DECEMBER 17 – WORD ACCOMPLISHES GOD’S PURPOSE: Isaiah 55:1-11  
God promises to keep speaking to us: Anyone who is thirsty, come drink; the Word 
accomplishes God’s purpose. 

DECEMBER 24 (MORNING) – WORD MADE FLESH: John 1:1-18 3:10-15; 4:10-17  
God promises to dwell among us: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth. 

This series includes the Advent and Christmas seasons. The text for the First Sunday in  
Advent – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – and the text for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 
(December 24 morning) from John 1 bookend a set of stories by promising that God will  
be – is – with us. The “promises of the Promised One” are that God will – does – work in our 
lives, is present with us in our troubles and trials, brings life out of death, and accomplishes all 
of this through the power of God’s Divine Word.
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QUESTIONS	WITH	
EMILY GLASER
COMMUNICATIONS	INTERN
BY JULIE BURROWS

TELL ME ABOUT YOURSELF!

I was born in Stillwater, but I grew up in 
Princeton, Minnesota. My parents are both 
teachers and I have a younger brother named 
Lake. I was baptized at Trinity Lutheran Church 
(ELCA), and that is where I went to Sunday 
school, Confirmation classes and high school 
youth group. My church had wonderful youth 
events, like you do at Good Shepherd. During 
the summer of my freshman year and the summer 
of my senior year we went to ELCA youth 
gatherings (New Orleans in 2012 and Detroit in 
2015). My synod always went a few days early to 
fit in service projects, including repairing a house 
damaged by Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans 
and getting rid of invasive species of plants at a 
wildlife preserve in Detroit.

WHERE ARE YOU IN COLLEGE? 

This fall I’ll be a junior at Augsburg College (soon 
to be Augsburg University) where I am double 
majoring in marketing and management. At 
Augsburg, I am in the Honor’s Program and I am 
the marketing off icer for Augsburg Business 
Organization. Earlier this year, I went on 
Augsburg’s Alternative Spring Break service trip 
to West Virginia through Habitat for Humanity, 
and I was the public relations coordinator for that 
trip. This coming spring I will be studying abroad 
in London, England. I’m living at home this 
summer, commuting to Good Shepherd for my 
internship.

WHOA . . . HOW LONG IS YOUR COMMUTE?

It usually takes me about an hour and 30 minutes 
to an hour and 45 minutes to get to Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd from Princeton. 

The second annual Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
golf event, at the University of Minnesota’s Les Bolstad Golf 
Course, will be held August 27. And we’re expanding the 
opportunity to participate for non-golfers: In addition to the golf 
event on Sunday, the first (annual?) Good Shepherd Putt-Putt 
Golf Event will be held at church on Saturday, August 26. The 
Putt-Putt event is an opportunity for anyone and everyone 
young and old to participate – no golf skills necessary. A hot dog 
lunch will be part of the Putt-Putt event. 

You can also participate in building the Putt-Putt course! We’re 
asking volunteers to sign up to “build a hole,” and we plan to 
create a full 18-hole course within the walls of Good Shepherd. 
Think of the possibilities for your ministry team!

Last year, we raised over $600 for Families Moving Forward 
through the golf event. This year, as part of both events the 
funds raised will be used for 66 West, the homeless youth 
apartment building and program established near Southdale. 
Plan to participate, have a great time and engage in ministry all 
at the same time!

For additional information, please talk to Ron Hovland, Peter 
Samuelson or Mark Halvorson.

BY RON HOVLAND

C ALL I N G  ALL  G O LFERS ,

HACKERS AND 
PUTT-PUTTERS
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THAT’S DEDICATION! WHAT IS YOUR WORK 
STUDY JOB AT AUGSBURG? 

During the school year I am the student assistant 
for the Christensen Center for Vocation. I do 
various business administrator tasks as well as a 
lot of event planning for the Religion Department. 
I often work with Mark Tranvik, who is a good 
friend of Good Shepherd.

BY THE WAY, WHAT IS AUGSBURG DOING 
FOR THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
REFORMATION? 

There is going to be a series of events happening 
throughout the year. On September 21 Augsburg 
will be visited by the current presiding bishop of 
the ELCA, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, for the 
Christensen Symposium. I am really looking 
forward to that event! Fun fact: I actually share 
an office with the former presiding bishop of the 
ELCA, Mark Hanson. 

WAIT A MINUTE . . . YOU SHARE AN OFFICE 
WITH THE FORMER BISHOP OF THE ELCA, 
MARK HANSON. WHAT IS THAT LIKE? 

It is a lot of fun. He likes to tell us stories of when 
he was bishop. Ask him about the time he got 
“kicked out” of the White House – that’s 
a good one. He also jokes about how he 
used to have this grand office all to himself 
and now he shares with me and a few other 
co-workers. 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER? 

I am the communications intern for Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, and Laura 
Stein is my supervisor. I also participate in the 
UpTurnships program. My main projects are:

a.  Building a social media calendar for the 
next year and bringing a group of volunteers 
to continue this work after I go back to 
college

b. Website updates
c. Creating electronic signage 
d. Together magazine
e.  Looking at other ways to reach out to 

millennials and younger audiences
One of my favorite parts about being at Good 
Shepherd is working with Laura. She always 
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has a million tasks at once, but she is able to stay focused 
and do all of her work as well as guiding and supervising 
me to do mine. I have infinite respect for her! 

TELL ME YOUR EXPERIENCE AT UPTURNSHIPS?  

I am really enjoying my time at UpTurnships. There 
are many great coaches, and all of the other 
participants are wonderful. My favorite part is getting 
to know my coaching group. It is very refreshing to 
spend time with other students who are just as 
dedicated as you are to succeed in the business world. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO AFTER COLLEGE? 

I am considering applying for the ELCA’s Young 
Adults in Global Mission. After that, I am hoping 
to get a marketing job in promotions, content 
marketing or event planning.

IT’S SUMMER . . . WHAT ARE YOU DOING  
FOR FUN? 

With working 40 hours a week and commuting up 
to four hours a day I do not have a lot of time for 
much else besides eating and sleeping. On the 
weekends, I enjoy spending time with friends and 
going out on the lake with my family. 



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

FIND MORE WAYS 
YOU CAN SERVE!

MINISTRIES FOR 2017-2018

JOIN IN
Join In! lists all the ministry opportunities 
available for the ministry year 2017-2018. Look 
for dates and topics, then mark your calendar! 

 •  Experience the joy of knowing God’s love as we 
come together to worship!

 •  Check out the topics for Wednesday U, and 
choose the ones you cannot miss! 

 •  Explore the various outreach opportunities, and 
discern how God is calling you to serve!

 •  Discover occasions to care for your faith family 
at Good Shepherd!

 •  Find your voice in a choir or dramatic production!

 •  Delight in our global relationships!

 •  Cherish the community that surrounds you!

Good Shepherd – where love comes to life!


