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“IGNORE OUTSIDERS.”
Last summer, as I began my transition into the role of senior pastor, I read a book about community 
building titled 13 Ways to Kill Your Community. In that book, Doug Griffiths employs a sort of tongue-
in-cheek approach to how to build or rejuvenate healthy, vibrant communities. The eleventh chapter of 
that book is titled “Ignore Outsiders.” This book is largely about business, but it has great things to say to 
communities of faith as well.

Griffiths identifies three different kinds of “outsiders” (people who do not share your general sense of who 
you are) that might find their way into the community: 1) People from another country, 2) People from 
another community within the same country, and 3) People who used to be insiders in your own community.

In Lutheran congregational terms we might put it this way: The outsiders that we might meet are: 1) The 
“un-churched” or the non-Lutherans, 2) Transfers from other Lutheran churches, and 3) Members of our 
church who feel, for whatever reason, that they no longer belong.

When someone comes to us who is “other” – who hasn’t belonged here for 30 years, or who thinks or looks 
or behaves differently than we do (or than we expect) – it can be complicated. But it is important for us 
to remember that in our “community outsiders all arrive because there is opportunity for them” here.

What are those opportunities? What is it that this community of faith has to offer, not just for ourselves, 
but for every and any kind of outsider we might meet? A place to feel that they belong...a chance to 
contribute to the service of others...a place to explore their faith in Christ Jesus...a group of God-seekers 
who are willing to change, and grow ...and more. Those are the things that come to my mind when I think 
of Good Shepherd, the kind of place – the kind of people – the kind of community that I hope we are.

I would ask you all, as we look forward to calling a new associate pastor, to remember that this new pastor 
who comes to lead us will be, at least at the outset, an outsider of sorts. It is my hope that we will welcome 
that person as a leader, welcome them for who they are, and be open to who they can help us become.

And, I’ll bet you know someone, someone who feels like an outsider for whatever reason – they are new here, 
or haven’t yet come here, or no longer know what their place is here. If you know someone like that, I would 
ask you to invite them in or back in, and listen for the opportunity that they need, or that they bring.

Let’s not ignore the outsiders. Instead, let’s invite them in, welcome them home and embrace all that they 
bring to us.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Karl N. Jacobson

Don'tv

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE, WE:
GET TO  
KNOW GOD.

SEEK TO  GROW 
OUR  FAITH.

ARE EAGER TO 
SHOW CHRIST’S 
LOVE.

These are the core values of our congregation:  
that we KNOW GOD, GROW FAITH, SHOW LOVE.

1 Doug Griffiths, 13 Ways to Kill Your Community (Edmonton: 13 Ways Inc, 2016), 121.
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Appalachian Service Project  
July 20-28, 2019

Join in this home repair ministry as we load up vans, head south and 
work alongside residents to help make homes warmer, safer, drier. It 
is a powerful week of serving others as we build relationships with 
homeowners, deepen those with friends and make new ones along 
the way.
Registration now open to students in grades 9-12 at  
goodshepherdmpls.org/summer

Senior High Mission trip
GOOD 
SHEPHERD 
DIRECTORY 
– Get Connected!

BY TERESA MALKO

I MISSED THE SITTING, HOW 
DO I GET A DIRECTORY? 

If you missed the sitting dates in February 
and the makeup dates in March, you can still 
purchase a directory for $5 at the church 
office. The good news is that our new 
directory is updateable, so you can get your 
picture taken the next time and receive a free 
directory when you do.

I HEARD THE DIRECTORY IS 
UPDATEABLE, HOW DOES 
THAT WORK?  

LifeTouch® will return and take pictures 
anytime we schedule a minimum of 15 
sittings. Then LifeTouch will update and 
print new directories for everyone who has a 
picture in the directory. Your picture will stay 
for up to five years, or you may choose to 
update it sooner.

HOW DO I USE THE MOBILE 
DIRECTORY? 

The mobile directory is available to all church 
members and provides a convenient way to 
stay connected from your smart phone, tablet 
or computer. Members only will be able to 
access it through a link on the Good 
Shepherd website using a user name and 
password you will be given.

Summer is right around the corner and that means that Vacation Bible 
School is coming soon. Our theme for this summer is “Tales from the 
Treehouse.” Please join us June 10-14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon for fun art, 
games, music and drama as we learn exciting stories from the Bible. We’re 
adding a dramatic performance with music that we’ll perform for families 
on Friday, June 14 and, once again, for the 10:30 service on Sunday, June 
16. The age range is 3 years old to kids who have completed 4th grade. 
Youth leaders, from 5th grade and up, are needed to help make this a 
memorable experience for the participants. All youth and staff will be a  
part of the final show. Please go to our website and sign up!

DEATHS 
03.20.24 - 01.01.19 
LEROY FETTIG

01.09.33 - 01.26.19 
JUNE HESTAD

03.07.20 - 01.29.19 
JEANNE KONZELMAN 

11.22.19 - 02.11.19 
HELEN CURRY

BAPTISMS
02.10.19 
MATTHEW JAMES JOHNSON

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

Summer Means VBS BY TOR JOHNSON
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BY LAURA STEIN  
& KAREN WALHOF

God has called us to a wide array of ministries at Good Shepherd. We worship together, we learn and deepen our faith, we reach 
out to others in welcome, service and companionship. The generosity of those who are part of Good Shepherd’s community of faith 
allows us to do this work. We share resources, time and talents to fulfill our mission here. 

Good stewardship demands that we look at the great variety of ways we can support our ministries. Here are three ways to direct 
additional financial resources to Good Shepherd without incurring any additional personal costs. Sometimes called “passive giving,” 
these processes let you contribute to Good Shepherd while doing your everyday shopping, your financial planning or through your 
employment. These programs do not require a cash contribution from you; they employ charitable giving options already in place. 
Each seemingly small contribution adds up in a big way to benefit a variety of Good Shepherd ministries. Look at these three options 
and see if you can participate in one or more of them and, through them, contribute to the ministries of our congregation.

Amazon Smile
Raise money for Good Shepherd every time you shop on 
Amazon! AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon 
that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, 
low prices and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.
com. The difference is that when customers shop on 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to the charitable organizations selected by 
customers. So, to benefit Good Shepherd, shop at Smile.
amazon.com instead of Amazon.com. Millions of products 
are eligible for donations. They’ll be marked “Eligible for 
AmazonSmile donation.”

Use your same Amazon login and password. You’ll still be 
able to view past orders, your shopping cart, etc. If you have 
Prime, you’ll still have it. Go to smile.amazon.com and 
select Good Shepherd as your charity or go directly to this 
website: smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0744070, and it will 
automatically register Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd as your charity. Then sign in with your Amazon 
login and password or, if you don’t have one, create a new 
account. This information is also available on the Good 
Shepherd website.

There are no additional fees for you. But when you use 
AmazonSmile, 0.5% of your purchase price will go 
automatically to Good Shepherd by electronic deposit 
quarterly. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Eligible Thrivent members can help support Good 
Shepherd by recommending that Thrivent distribute some 
of its Choice Dollars® charitable outreach funds to our 
congregation. Good Shepherd is an enrolled organization 
in Thrivent Choice, so can receive funds that way.

Participating Thrivent members make this recommendation 
by “directing” Choice Dollars. Participation is completely 
voluntary, and members do not pay any additional fees to 
direct Choice Dollars. 

To see how many Choice Dollars you can recommend to 
designate to Good Shepherd, go to Thrivent.com. Then: 

1.  Click on “log in” and enter your MyThrivent user ID 
and password. 

2.  Look for your designated Choice Dollars on the right 
side of the screen. 

3.  Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” in the Thrivent 
Choice® box on your MyThrivent page. 

4.  Search the catalog of organizations to find the 
organization you want to select. 

5.Click on “Direct Choice Dollars Now” to direct your 
designated Choice Dollars to benefit Good Shepherd.

Other Ways You Can Give to  
GOOD SHEPHERD

Employer  
Matching Funds
As part of corporate philanthropy 
programs, companies of all sizes 
will match donations that their 
employees make to charitable 
organizations. When an employee 
makes a donation, they request a 
match from their employer, who 
then makes a donation to the same 
organization. Check with your 
employer to see if they offer the 
benefit of matching contributions, 
matching your donations to Good 
Shepherd. Corporate matched 
donations provide free money for 
Good Shepherd! 

Certain companies will donate to any 
eligible 501(c)(3) organization, 
whereas others have limitations and 
will only contribute to nonprofits that 
support certain causes such as:

• Arts and culture
• Education
• Health and human services
• Environmental and 

sustainability
• And other organizations
Check with your employer to see if 
they will match your donations to 
Good Shepherd. They may match 
your annual gift (pledge) or, if not, a 
one-time gift (for example, for the 
May 30 Fundrasing and Celebration 
Event). If not, ask if they will match 
donations to the Good Shepherd 
Foundation.

All three options are great ways to 
benefit Good Shepherd!

On the first and third Sundays of most months, we come to the front of the Sanctuary, 
receive a small, individual chalice into which is poured wine or grape juice, then 
hear the words, “The blood of Christ shed for you.” God invites us to eat and drink. 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God’s people.

Next time you receive that small chalice, glance at the bottom. On most of them, a 
name is engraved – one of the saints of God who found a home at Good Shepherd. 
Use of these sterling silver individual chalices is a long-standing practice here. Mary 
Ireland, in her work with the Heritage Committee, recently found an announcement 
in the October 23, 1955, Shepherd’s Staff, telling about the purchase of additional 
chalices:

Recently the Altar Guild sponsored the purchase of fifty additional individual 
chalices for use at Holy Communion...The name of the donor (or person in 
whose honor it is given) is often inscribed [on the base of the chalice].

That’s over 60 years ago!

When you drink from that small chalice, you stand and receive faith in bread and 
wine, just as the people of God have done in this congregation for nearly 100 years. 
The name on your chalice is a reminder that the church includes God’s people in 
all times and all places – including those who worshipped here in decades past and 
those who share the meal with us today in Ethiopia and Uruguay and throughout 
the world.  

COMMUNION CHALICES HOLD 

THE SAINTS CLOSE
BY KAREN WALHOF

The canticle we sometimes sing at the beginning of communion 
describes the sacrament as “a foretaste of the feast to come.” When 
we eat the bread and drink the wine, we are connected to those who 
once communed here and now enjoy the heavenly feast.

 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life.  
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  
united them with the prayers we offer.  
Grace our table with your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

James Ranheim's name is engraved on the base of this chalice.
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Good Shepherd congregation members know Tor Johnson as 
the Director of Performing Arts and director of the Bell Choir 
and Chorister Choir. Now, an additional title can be added:  
Director of Children and Family Ministry. 

During the search and interview process, Senior Pastor Karl 
Jacobson said a key factor in the selection was Tor’s creative, 
warm and welcoming personality and his ability to communicate 
and teach. Moreover, notes Pastor Jacobson, “Tor has worked 
with children for a long time. He has experience with various 
ages – not only in working with kids and parents directly, but in 
recruiting and inviting participation.”

Tor has worked with Performing Arts at Good Shepherd part 
time since 2010. Adding the work with children’s ministries will 
bring him up to full time. So how does he feel about his new 
role? Tor enthusiastically beams, “I’m very honored, humbled, 
excited, nervous, happy, amazed, giddy, delighted, joyful, jubilant 
and more!” Likewise, Pastor Jacobson says, “I am very excited 
about all of this, and very happy for Tor.”

9

Tor Johnson brings a unique perspective to his new role in light 
of his many years of doing drama and music with children of all 
ages. He explains, “I hope that we can make drama a regular part 
of the fabric of Sunday school in a similar way that music is 
already.” Tor aims to instill in the kids the joy of learning the 
stories of the Bible through theatrical and fun activities each 
week.

According to Tor, “drama is a universal tool for learning, and it’s 
a perfect fit for teaching faith stories to children.” Yet, he doesn’t 
want Sunday school to be treated like a performance just for 
entertainment. Rather, Tor envisions having the children be in 
front of the congregation with something that is well-prepared 
and meaningful.

Tor intends to better know the kids and their families while 
hoping the children will be motivated and inspired to come to 
Sunday school as much as possible. Through his talents and 
leadership, he’s hoping to grow children’s ministries.

 
 

Tor emphasizes the importance of collaborating with the 
other Good Shepherd staff, including Mark Halvorson 
(Director of Youth and Family Ministry) and Ralph Johnson 
(Director of Worship and Music).

Tor is striving to maintain the Sunday school’s level of 
excellence achieved by former Director of Children and 
Family Ministry, Heather Roth Johnson. He also will be 
working with Mandy Bond (Interim Director of Children 
and Family Ministry) and the new Associate Pastor to make 
Sunday school educational, spirit-filled and joyful as the 
children learn biblical stories and how they can relate to 
those stories in their everyday lives. 

In addition, Tor plans to communicate consistently and 
clearly each week with all of the parents and those who are 
involved with the church on Sundays – asking for their 
opinions and ideas – while presenting a clear, organized 
picture of what each week will look like.

Among Tor’s goals is to work toward presenting a spring-
time, music-filled “Faith Drama” to the congregation. He’s 
also planning to present a Passion Play for both services on 
Palm Sunday. Other future productions include the 
Christmas pageant or a dramatic Christmas story.

With many new thoughts and ideas to ponder and test, 
Tor’s concept of a Sunday school full of music and 
performance undoubtedly will treat Good Shepherd adults 
and children to a whole new world.

  
 

 
  

 
BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK
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5HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER AT GOOD 
SHEPHERD AND WHAT CAUSED YOU TO JOIN?

Carla and I have been members for 37 years, we joined 
in 1981. We looked at a lot of churches in the South 
Minneapolis area shortly after we were married, and we 
found Good Shepherd. We joined here because we found 
the people friendly and we felt at home. Our original plan 
was to live fairly close to the church, but we moved to 
Minnetonka right before kids.

CLEARLY WE BOTH LIKE NUMBERS. HAS THAT ALWAYS 
BEEN TRUE FOR YOU?

I started out as a 12 year old who cut grass and shoveled 
snow for my neighbors in Southwest Minneapolis. I went 
to school at Minnesota State – Mankato and, after 
graduating, moved back to the Cities and started working 
at Prudential Insurance. I did a rotational assignment in 
New Jersey for 18 months and returned to Minnetonka 
where we raised our family. I worked in the insurance 
industry my whole career and just retired from Medica 
in May 2017. 

WHAT’S A CHURCH MEMORY YOU HAVE FROM 
GROWING UP? 
Two stick out to me. The first was meeting Mother 
Theresa as I walked into our house after school one 
day. The second was singing “What Child Is This?” in 
a Christmas play over and over. It’s still my least 
favorite hymn to this day. . . . Ralph, let’s find a 
different song.

YOU SEEM TO HAVE A LOT OF FREE TIME ON YOUR 
HANDS SINCE BEING RETIRED. OTHER THAN 
HELPING OUT YOUR DELIGHTFUL CHILDREN WITH 
HOUSING PROJECTS, WHAT KEEPS YOU BUSY?

Carla. But I like to play golf, read and enjoy time up at 
our lake home. I had the opportunity this past summer 
to fulfill a bucket list item by playing golf in Scotland 
with college friends. Carla and I extended our trip to 
include Prague, Rothenburg and Lucerne. As for reading, 
I read a biography on each one of the U.S. presidents in 
chronological order.

DID YOU GET ANY TIPS ON WHAT TO DO OR WHAT 
NOT TO DO, NOW THAT YOU ARE CONGREGATION 
PRESIDENT?

I don’t plan to start any wars.

YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THERE TO GUIDE ME IN 
MY LIFE. IS THAT WHY YOU ALSO ENJOY THE ROLE 
OF BEING A CHURCH USHER?

I started ushering shortly after we joined Good Shepherd. 
That’s where I got to know Bob and Lois Ries, Larry 
Harpestad, Wendell Munson and Bev Durkee. [Writer’s 
note: It also gets him out of having to sing.]

WHAT ROLES HAVE YOU HAD AT GOOD SHEPHERD?

I’ve had a number of different jobs within the church, 
mostly due to Norm Peterson who volunteered me for 
everything. I’ve been the church treasurer, co-chair for 
a capital campaign, an usher, on the stewardship board, 
a money counter with Judy Williamson, helped with 
Sunday school, and served as a one-time actor in a Lenten 
drama.

THIS IS YOUR SECOND TIME AS CONGREGATION 
PRESIDENT. WHAT’S CHANGED AT GOOD SHEPHERD 
SINCE THE LAST TIME IN 2005?

There are actually a lot of similarities – capital campaigns, 
working with a new senior pastor and a faithful 
congregation, but I hope not to fall off a ladder and break 
my heel like last time. [Writer’s note: It happened at 
their lake home. My mom had to wheel my dad in a 
wheelbarrow from the woods to their car to get him to 
the hospital.] 

TRADITIONS ARE IMPORTANT TO OUR FAMILY. 
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE? 

For major holidays, I grew up making homemade ice 
cream. My mother was able to write down the recipe by 
watching my grandmother toss in ingredients. My family 
has been cranking for more than 130 years now. 

LAST QUESTION. YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN DENISE, 
RIGHT?

[Crickets] 
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An intrepid band of men began meeting in the spring of 2016 
to discuss biblical psalms while sharing in a glass of their 
favorite beverage. Initially scotch was the beverage of choice, 
so the groups unofficial moniker was “Psalms and Pscotch.” 
Later, as the group morphed to include additional attendees, 
the bar list expanded to include additional beverages (beer, 
wine and non-alcoholic options) so the name was broadened 
to “Psalms & Pspirits” which beautifully encapsulates the 
mantra of this monthly gathering. 

Sometimes funny, definitely witty and always incorporating a 
biblical psalm, the discussion is led by Pastor Karl Jacobson, 
who walks the group through a specific psalm for that evening. 
Steve Helgen says, “The fellowship includes the discussion of 
a psalm, but it extends far beyond to include what is going on 
in our lives.” The text enlightens the conversation and enhances 
themes found in the men’s everyday lives. 

The group was spearheaded by Tim Matyi and Ron Hovland, 
who continue to shepherd the monthly get together, even 
hosting in their homes for the first year or so. Tim shares, “One 
of the joys of this group is extending an invitation to someone 
[to join in]. . . describing the background of the group and its 
purpose. The fellowship is the main ingredient. Karl selects a 
psalm that he believes is relevant to the current times and 
events, and we build off the passage to share our thoughts and 
how it may apply to our lives and relationships.”

The group also hosts an annual men’s weekend retreat at an 
offsite location. The first retreat was an epic journey on a 
houseboat in northern Minnesota! Subsequent retreats have 
been hosted at a variety of members’ cabins and lake homes. 
These extended times together afford additional fellowship 
and study opportunities.

Mike Thomes summarizes the group dynamics eloquently, 
“Discussions at the meetings center around Pastor Karl's 
magnificent understanding of the original language in which 
specific psalms were written and the various interpretations and 
implied meanings in today’s Bibles. This motivates wonderful 
discussions among the exceptional backgrounds and intellects 
of attending congregation members, who are also enjoying tastes 
of marvelous whiskies during the discussions.”

Walt Polley poignantly shares, “I spent almost 30 years in the 
Armed Forces, so we moved a lot and were members of many 
congregations. This is the first men’s group (in over 50 years of 
adulthood) that has kept my interest beyond the first or second 
gathering. I enjoy the honest and frank discussions we have as 
we read the current evening’s psalm, learning some background 
for the psalm, when it may have been written, why it may have 
been written, learning what some of the ancient Hebrew 
symbolism meant back then and relating that symbolism to 
today. The autumn three-day retreat is another reason to keep 
coming – imagine a bunch of guys off somewhere desolate 
studying the psalms, doing some querling and eating (to be 
honest) some unhealthy food! Oh, and the Spirit (and spirits) 
move us in mysterious ways!”

“Pastor Karl does a great job bringing the psalms into better 
understanding and showing their influence on other passages 
in both testaments, which is always very enlightening. Faith is 
strengthened when it’s shared. I gain strength in learning with 
and from the others in the group. They’re great guys!” says Paul 
Grangaard, another attendee.

Monthly attendance varies, but there is usually around a dozen 
guys each month. The group is always open to others, so please 
feel free to reach out to Ron Hovland, Tim Matyi or Pastor 
Jacobson if you’d like to learn more.

BY RICH MAY
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Reading 
Matthew

BY KAREN WALHOF

Pastor Jacobson has challenged us to read the entire Gospel 
of Matthew, including the passages between the readings 
appointed for Sundays. A few dozen people have committed 
themselves to the challenge. So, how’s it going? Has it made 
a difference in understanding Matthew? Has experiencing 
the complete sweep of Matthew’s gospel had an impact on 
faith or life? We asked some who have pledged to read the 
whole gospel. 

Chuck Liddy has a history with reading a complete gospel. 
He says, “I make a three-day retreat every fall and usually 
read at least one complete Gospel during that time. Matthew 
is my favorite. Reading the selected verses of Matthew on 
the Good Shepherd Facebook page in smaller parts over a 
longer period of time allows me to be able to concentrate 
more on the message instead of the story.”

The message has been important to Chris Hahn too: 
“Spending three weeks with the Sermon on the Mount was 
particularly meaningful to me. Reading the gospel at home 
and then at church has given me time to think deeply about 
how Jesus’ message applies in my life.”

For Julie Burrows, that portion of Matthew had an immediate, 
personal impact. She says, “What caught my eye in Matthew 7 
was, ‘Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you.’ Then I listened 
to Pastor Jacobson’s sermon online – and I loved how he 
knocked loudly, ‘OPEN THIS DOOR!’ The next day, as I 
was waiting to be taken into the operating room for my ACL 
surgery, I started praying fervently. I asked for support and 
presence: ‘God, I’m seeking that something good will come 
out of this injury and’ – KNOCK – ‘God, I WANT MY 

KNEE BACK!’ I literally knocked on the wall while sitting 
in the hospital bed.” 

For Beth Helgen, this course of reading recalls and reconfirms 
past learning: “Some 25 years ago, Earl Schwartz taught a 
Bible study on Matthew. I remember that looking at this 
gospel through the lens of a Jewish scholar opened my 
understanding about Jesus in new ways. Now 25 years older 
and re-reading the entirety of this gospel, the themes continue 
to affirm my faith as I grasp God’s radical love made manifest 
in Jesus Christ.”

But no road is easily traveled by everyone. Always the prober, 
the questioner, Ron Hovland has read the whole book already, 
and he talks about the seeming incongruities he has 
encountered. “One time it says ‘Do not think I have come to 
bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father . . .’ 
(Matthew 10:22), and another time it says, ‘. . . for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ (Matthew 11:29-30). 
What’s with that?” 

Nancy Kile has some of those reactions too: “My experience 
reading a short portion of the gospel of Matthew every day 
has shown me how curt many passages seem. There is not a 
lot of fluff built in to help carry the story along. Many passages 
are confusing without further explanation. The book itself 
leaves me with a desire to know more. This is a good thing 
because I want to understand the history of the people and 
the culture of the time to better understand what I am 
reading.” 

Elaine Matyi talks too about what is familiar and new: “I’ve 
been reading larger chunks at a time. It’s been a good preview 
to Sunday morning – or a good review. As we’ve heard from 
pastors, different phrases of the passage jump out at various 
times, and I’ve found that to be true – the reading has been 
familiar and yet somehow new as read with different 
perspective.” 

But for both Elaine and Nancy, the setting for this gospel 
reading challenge is important. Elaine notes, “Most 
importantly, it’s uplifting knowing that we as a community 
of faith are all reading the same thing, sort of at the same 
time.” Nancy says, “Knowing others are reading the same 
story every day and hearing the same sermon on Sunday gives 
me a feeling of community.” The communion of saints is in 
this place.

Mandy and Addy Bond are reading 
Matthew together. “We are reading in the 
children’s Spark Bible, so for me the 
illustrations are fun. I also appreciate the 
simple language. It helps me relate the 
story to Addy and for us to talk about it 
in a way that is meaningful for her. I also 
notice that she is making connections to 
what we do in Sunday school. She also 
notices that Kids Time usually includes a 
story she has already heard during the 
week.”
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2019 LENTEN WORSHIP AND MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS

AT GOOD SHEPHERD
In this Lenten season we hear the story of Jesus’ 
passion, death and resurrection as told in the Gospel  
of Matthew. Matthew is a wonderful storyteller, and 
this year we are encouraged to read his amazing  
and profound recounting in its entirety through the 
“Read the Whole Gospel of Matthew” faith 
challenge. 

Here are some highlights of our upcoming worship 
and music life during this rich and holy time:

BY RALPH JOHNSON

ASH WEDNESDAY 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 7:00 P.M.
Evening worship with imposition of ashes and Holy 
Communion, with music by the Good Shepherd Choir  
and Cantáre.

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS,  
MARCH 13 – APRIL 10, 7:00 P.M.
We worship under the theme, Mapping the Kingdom: 
“You Are Here.” Holden Evening Prayer will once 
again serve as the musical and liturgical framework  
of our worship.

SPECIAL BLUEGRASS SERVICE 
SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 8:15 & 10:30 A.M.
Special Bluegrass service on the theme, “Keep Your 
Lamps Trimmed,”featuring Good Shepherd musicians 
and friends.

LENTEN DRAMAS 
APRIL 9, 11, 12, 7:00 P.M.
Good Shepherd Players present “Christ’s Final Days 
on Earth” in the sanctuary.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION (PALM SUNDAY)
SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 8:15 & 10:30 A.M.
“Passion Play” presented by the Good Shepherd 
Sunday school, written and directed by Tor Johnson. 
Procession of palms, with music by the Good 
Shepherd Choir (8:15), Chorister Choir (10:30) and 
Bell Choir.

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 7:00 P.M.
Dinner worship with Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary, with music by the Bell Choir. The service 
continues as we light the courtyard fire to begin our 
24-hour vigil, which will conclude on Good Friday at 
7:00 p.m. Sign ups for night and day shifts will be 
available online.

GOOD FRIDAY 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, NOON & 7:00 P.M.
Noon           Preaching worship based on the Seven 

Last Words of Christ on the cross, 
featuring an array of distinguished guest 
preachers (with one or two of our own).

7:00 P.M.     Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) 
featuring the cantata, “Seven Last 
Words,” by Ralph Johnson, presented by 
the Good Shepherd Choir with chamber 
ensemble and soloist.

EASTER SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Festival worship with Holy Communion, with music 
by all the choirs of Good Shepherd, accompanied by 
brass and timpani.

FIRST SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
Celebration of Easter with a “salsa service” led once 
again by members of the Salsa del Soul Orchestra. 
This is a not-to-be-missed worship event!

LENT 2019: OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN THEME THIS YEAR IS 
Mapping the Kingdom: “You Are Here.”

Following fellowship and soup supper, we will 
gather for worship around Holden Evening Prayer, 
as is our custom. During worship we will be 
exploring the question of how we embody the 
Kingdom of God in our neighborhoods – the Fulton 
neighborhood where our congregation is at home, 
the many neighborhoods in which our homes are, 
and the neighborhoods where we work and study. 

Matthew’s Gospel regularly uses kingdom language 
to talk about our relationship with God and, as 
God’s subjects, with the rest of the world. That 
kingdom – God’s Kingdom – bears to us the 
improbable promise that Jesus is Immanuel, God 
with us, born to save us and set us free. That 

improbable promise is so powerful, so real and 
life-giving, that it makes Christ’s impossible 
demands – that we love our enemies, give to 
everyone who begs from us, go also that second 
mile, turn the other cheek, and that we be “perfect 
...as our heavenly Father is perfect” – possible. 

These are, at first blush, impossible demands that 
arise from God’s improbable promise, and they are 
vital for how we understand the message we have 
to share and the lives we are called to live in  
Christ’s name.

Join us in worship on Wednesdays as we explore 
where we are on the map of God’s Kingdom.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON 
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ANNUAL LENTEN DRAMA PRESENTED  
IN READER’S THEATER FORMAT BY TOR  

JOHNSON 

The annual Lenten Drama will have a little different twist this 
year. We’re going to use a Reader’s Theater format to tell the 
story of Christ’s final days on earth. Reader’s Theater is a very 
effective way of storytelling, as each cast member holds a bound 
script and reads. There is little or no movement. There are 
artistic and practical reasons for choosing this format. 
Artistically, it’s a very powerful technique used to isolate each 
actor and focus only on their words. It’s practical because, with 
no memorization required, fewer rehearsals are needed, so the 
time commitment is less. 

I have participated in the Lenten Drama at least five times and 
have truly been surprised every time. Originally, my motivation to 
rehearse and be on stage was to spend time with my family. As 
the years have unfolded, I have learned about the Lenten 
message. Each performance has given me a different perspective 
on the story's reality. I also have had the pleasure of testing my 
own boundaries in how to reach out to others and make new 
friends. I am excited there are old and new friends in this year’s 
performances. The new format of this year’s Lenten Drama will 
provide a powerful new way to explore my skills in delivering an 
important message.                             
       — Ingrid Krafve

Tor Johnson embodies quiet persistence. He first asked me to participate in the 
Lenten drama last year, right after I retired and had lots of time on my hands. I 
firmly and politely declined. No way. I'm an extreme introvert, and I avoid public 
speaking, I said. He thanked me, but I noticed he started asking me to read the 
Sunday text at various times throughout the year. A few weeks ago, when our 
house had been seized by a potent virus and I was too sick to make a decision, 
Tor invited me yet again to participate in the Lenten Drama. "You don't have to 
memorize anything, and you get to read from a cool bound script." Nice try, I 
thought. I wrote him back and said I was sick and needed to think about it, but 
if I said yes, I joked, I would need to have a strong female lead, like God or Mary! 
A few days and a bottle of NyQuil later, I said yes. Invitations into community 
come in all ways, and sometimes they come with a gentle, patient prodding. 

                              — Beth Helgen

A cast of ten Good Shepherd men and women each will do a 
dramatic reading of a monologue by characters of the Bible. 
They are: Ralph Johnson as Zebedee, Cheryl Beckey as a 
servant, Walt Polley as Thomas, Beth Helgen as Mother Mary, 
Ron Hovland as Pilate, Tim Matyi as Judas, Carla Sykora as 
one who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus, Brian Weist as 
Petronius, Ingrid Krafve as Mary also and Roger Krafve as a 
guilt-ridden soldier. It will be a wonderful setting to reflect 
on the life and death of Jesus, as well as the impact he had on 
his disciples, Mary and others. 

PLEASE JOIN US  
APRIL 9, 11 AND 12  

AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE 
SANCTUARY. 

MARCH 3:  
GOOD SHEPHERD HAS LIFELINES
There comes a time when a “lifeline” is exactly what a person 
needs! Those times may come at any age and under any 
circumstances, and a person may feel as if the proverbial rug has 
been pulled out from under...leaving fear, pain, uncertainty. As 
people of God, we reach out to assist others publicly as a group 
and for a group, such as Camden Promise, Feed My Starving 
Children, Loaves and Fishes. 

But what about a time when YOU may be in need. Who will 
lend a hand, throw out a lifeline? Here at Good Shepherd we 
have had trained volunteers to call on those in need, to bring a 
listening ear, a caring heart, prayer, communion. As lives change, 
as circumstances change, there are some common concerns and 
questions that become part of the process of adapting 
to new ways of living, or doing things, or managing 
independently. 

Our Lifelines program on March 3 will address some 
common concerns as well as various resources to support 
one another in times of change and stress. We have our 
clergy staff, parish nurse, Friendly Visitors and Lay 
Eucharistic Ministers to serve the needs of our faith 
community. Learn more about the role of these resources 
and how to access such information and support. It’s better 
to become familiar with helping, caring resources before 
you find yourself in need. And remember, talking about 
illness or failing health doesn’t make it happen.

LIFELIN E S
IN MARCH AND APRIL

MARCH 10 – APRIL 7:  
GIANTS OF THE BIBLE: CRAZY BOOK
Starting on March 10 and continuing for five weeks, we will 
engage some of the familiar and important figures from the 
Bible, finding our own stories fore-worded in them, echoed by 
them and made-sense-of with them.

As a resource – along with the Bible of course – for engaging 
those stories, we will be using Crazy Book: A Not-So-Stuffy 
Dictionary of Biblical Terms (2nd edition), which was written by 
Pastor Jacobson, his brother Dr. Rolf Jacobson and their friend 
Dr. Hans Wiersma.

Crazy Book is meant to be humorous and invitational, helping 
us to read the biblical stories with delight and joy. Here’s a little 
taste:

humorous  
and invitational!

Here's What They Are Saying about the Lenten Dramas
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she was there again, and, again with a big smile, she told us she’d 
worn one of the dresses on each of the past two Sundays and they 
were just perfect.” 

Pat Sykes, another longtime clothes closet volunteer, has heartfelt 
stories of the ways the right clothing helps the families. “We 
provided snow pants for two sisters. The mom was excited that 
they finally had their own snow pants and didn’t have to wear 
whatever spares the school had that day when the kids went out 
for recess. 

“Then there’s the client I’ll call ‘S.’ After many problems, she 
found Jesus and turned her life around. She began providing a 
safe haven in her home for other women. One Saturday we helped 
her find fashionable clothes for a niece who had escaped an abusive 
relationship with only the clothes on her back. Later the niece 
was able to leave the safety of S’s apartment and come to select 
her own clothes. The cute clothes gave her niece a boost of self-
esteem. ‘S’ also selects clothing for neighbors who cannot come 
because Camden Promise’s building is not handicap accessible. 
She also seeks shoes for her son who has a congenital foot problem 
causing him to quickly wear out his shoes.

“This year we had school uniforms – new, with tags still on – for 
every child who needed them. One school requires the school logo 
on sweatshirts. With funds from generous Good Shepherd 
members, we bought two sweatshirts for each child in one family. 
The mother was thrilled. First-time shoppers are astonished to find 
that, yes, everything is free, available to those who need it. When 
they find a garment they need that’s both functional and stylish, 
they leave very happy.”

Ron Hovland, who volunteers with his wife, Gloria, says: “Tim 
Matyi and I team up and count points and bag groceries for the 
people. Tim and I’ve been doing this so long many people know 
us.  We’ve prayed with a guy who was hoping to get his house back, 
and we admired the pictures of another guy’s chihuahua puppy. 
And last year we asked Good Shepherd to buy Girl Scout Cookies 
to give to people coming to Camden. We got 100-plus boxes. We’re 
doing that again this year.”  

Ron’s good friend, Steve Daubenspeck, though not a member at 
Good Shepherd, regularly helps at Camden Promise, packing 
groceries and carrying shopping bags to guests’ cars. “We’ve earned 
these people’s trust. And those who shop there take care of each 

camden promise Offers Hope
BY ANN L. BURCKHARDT 

When Good Shepherd volunteers look into the eyes of those 
they serve at the food pantry and clothes closet on Saturdays at 
Camden Promise, they see intent, hope, joy, appreciation, relief 
and trust.  

Jennifer Johnson helps shoppers select frozen meat the first 
Saturday of each month. “The meat, usually donated by Cub, 
includes packages of chicken parts, bacon, pork chops or roasts, 
sausages, beef roasts, steaks, hamburger and, occasionally fish or 
lamb,” she explains. “I see people who know just what they want 
and others are looking for something their families will enjoy. 
Mothers are looking for foods that will stretch to serve their 
families. And single men are looking for meat that can be fixed 
in a microwave or on a hot plate. They’re looking for healthy 
choices and for special treats. They’re always polite and 
appreciative.”

Jill Ries greets clients the third Saturday of each month, checks 
the cards showing their shopping points, occasionally orienting 
new clients to the process of points and products available. Her 
husband, John, checks clients out, weighing food, totaling points 
and bagging the groceries. In January, when the room was quieter 
than usual, John commented on the quiet to a young man, who 
replied, “But I bet you could feed millions.” 

“It’s exciting to walk into the food shelf area each month, especially 
when shelves are full and there’s a variety of choices,” says Elaine 
Matyi, who with husband Tim volunteers the first Saturday of 
each month. “We’ve gotten to know many of the guests over the 
years, and we enjoy the brief conversations and laughter while 
food is being packed.”

Clothes closet volunteer Nancy Brenny recalls a Saturday when 
the weather was starting to have a wintry chill. “A woman quietly 
asked to look at coats. Though our supply was limited that day, 
we began looking. Soon she found a coat that would fit her 
husband. Next she found a coat for her child and, finally, a coat 
for herself. She turned to me with a hug and said, ‘Thank you. 
We just moved here and all we had were hoodie sweatshirts.’”

Nancy continues, “A woman came to the clothes closet looking 
for plus-size clothing. That Saturday some plus-size items had 
just arrived. After flipping through a few hangers, she exclaimed, 
‘Oh, this would be perfect to wear to church. And this one, too.’ 
With a big smile, she put the dresses in her bag. A month later 

other. Some items are limited on how many you can take. One woman 
took a pack of diapers and offered them to a mother with toddlers. 
The mother exchanged a grocery item for the diapers. It’s always a 
joy to see people caring for each other.”  

Deb Ellsworth, who packs shoppers’ food the third Saturday of each 
month, says, “It’s rewarding and also fun to work at Camden Promise. 
We get to know many of the people who are regular users. Nearly 
everyone who comes through is cheerful and friendly. I’m sure they’re 
grateful for Camden Promise helping them meet their food needs. 

Ron Hovland and Tim Matyi pack 
up groceries.

Jill Ries records weight and 
points for each guest.

Jean, a member of Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church, where Camden Promise is 
located, restocks shelves.

Pat Sykes has been a transformative force 
in the Clothes Closet. Here a guest 
expresses his appreciation for her help.

John and Jill Ries pack a guest’s 
groceries.

Ron Hovland and Tim Matyi 
survey what's available to 
shoppers.

And they are thoughtful shoppers who make the most of it.

Deb sums it up: “We realize that people who use the food shelf and 
clothes closet are no different from any of us. Some are old, some 
young; some speak Spanish, some English; some are black, some 
Native American and some white. We are all humans trying to help 
one another and to appreciate one another’s presence in our lives, 
if only for this brief moment.”   

It’s what God calls us to do.

M N O P Q



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Come to the Women's Retreat! 
 

DUNROVIN RETREAT CENTER  |   ST ILLWATER  |   APRIL  26-28 ,  2019 

Join us as we consider together the signs and wonders of transitions and new beginnings in the 
world around us and in our own lives. Pastor Jodi Houge, of Humble Walk Lutheran Church in St. 
Paul, will be our retreat speaker. Jodi embodies the signs and wonders of new beginnings and 
growth. Starting her own church in a coffee house in 2008, she says, “I have been running to catch 
up to where this community leads me ever since.” Jodi will encourage and inspire our hearts and 
our conversations. Other opportunities throughout the weekend include worship and prayer, 
creative expression, yoga and stretching exercise, social time which always includes laughter and 
open/free time to relax as you wish.

See the Good Shepherd website for more information. Register online. Scholarships are available.


