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THE SINS OF THE FATHER 
(AND MOTHER!)
 I have often struggled with Exodus 34:6-7. It has been 
hard for me to understand and harder to reconcile with the 
life of faith.

In Exodus 34, God had Moses make a second set of 
the tablets of the Ten Commandments. (The first 
ones were broken when Moses lost his temper 
because the people of Israel started worship without 
him.) After Moses finished, God walked by and said 
this: 
 
    “The Lord, the Lord,

a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
yet by no means clearing the guilty,
but visiting the iniquity of the parents
upon the children
and the children’s children,
to the third and the fourth generation.”

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE, WE:
GET TO  
KNOW GOD.

SEEK TO  GROW 
OUR  FAITH.

ARE EAGER TO 
SHOW CHRIST’S 
LOVE.

These are the core values of our congregation:  
that we KNOW GOD, GROW FAITH, SHOW LOVE.

TOGETHER
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What exactly does this mean?
Isn’t it a contradiction?
If God is steadfast in love, faithful and forgiving, what is 
this business of “visiting the iniquity of the parents upon 
the children”? 
One thing that I find helpful to remember is that this 
second set of tablets works as a sort of renewal of God’s 
covenant with the people. God was giving them a second 
look, and a second chance. And so, the emphasis on 
mercy and grace come first for a reason. This is God’s 
posture towards us, God’s “first stance,” first inclination 
– despite the fact that the first inclination of God’s 
people doesn’t tend to be a posture towards God. 
With this in mind I have come to what I confess is a bit 
of an unorthodox “stretch” in my understanding of the 

iniquity or sin which seems to manifest itself generation by 
generation. This is about our human tendencies in general, 
about what we generally put first in our lives, which for 
most of us starts with the self. This is about patterns of 
behavior and priorities that we teach our children by the 
way in which we structure our lives.
I have been reading and reflecting a great deal lately on 
what makes for healthy congregations and healthy 
families. A recurring observation has to do with the values 
that we instill – whether as members of a congregation or 
as adults with the children in our lives. Whatever our core 
values are or may be, how do they come to be central for 
us, and solid? And are they really clear? Because when 
things get iffy, or difficult, or hairy, our core values are the 
ones we fall back on/to, and which shape our actions and 
reactions. As one author puts it, “With problems and 
pressure nipping at our heels every day, eventually some 
values become default choices while others are 
compromised and lost in the shuffle.”
So, what are our core values when it comes to the life of 
faith? What are your core values? Your family’s? Here is 
what might well be a challenging exercise: Make a list of 
your core values, what is most important in terms of your 
commitment in time and money (and all the rest). Now, 
ask other members of your family or a friend to name 
them. Are your core values so clearly shared that your 
family actually shares them? Are your core values so clear 
that your friends see them?
As God’s people, we are called into close relationship with 
this God of ours, and to care for the world God made and 
called good. Do our values match that calling? Or do other 
things creep in, stealing into God’s place in our lives, 
altering our posture?
What are the default values that we hold, and what are 
those values that compete with them? 
How do we pass on a stance toward God – and the world 
in which we live and move and have our being – other than 
one of self-interest, convenience and first things second?
These are serious questions, big questions, questions I hope 
we can ask ourselves, together, in the service of our God 
who is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Karl Jacobson

“I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house, I will bow down toward 
your holy temple in awe of you. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness” (Psalm 5:7-8).



GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S 
CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

On Thursday, December 13, the Golden Shepherds will 
enjoy their Annual Christmas Brunch. Punch and appetizers 
will be served at noon, and the buffet will begin at 12:30 
p.m. All are invited. Tickets are $15 and will be sold in 
advance on Sundays before the event.
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Ninth Annual  
HOLIDAY MUSICAL

Over 75 actors from the congregation and the 
community are involved in this delightful show. 
Photos are from rehearsals.
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd members blessed Pastor Karl 
Jacobson at his installation as Senior Pastor on November 11.

The congregation gathered around Pastor Debra Samuelson on September 30 and blessed her as she 
left active ministry at Good Shepherd and moved into retirement and all its possibilities and activities.



6

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

On Christmas Eve, we are returning to the Narrative Lectionary for Winter and Spring in our Sunday 
morning worship. From December 24 through April 28, each of our readings on Sunday morning will be 
taken from the Gospel of Matthew, and we will stay with Matthew’s Gospel (mostly in order) from the 
beginning to the end of the story of Jesus.

2019 Faith-challenge: Read the Whole Gospel of Matthew
As we read through Matthew in worship, we will be covering a great deal of the Gospel, but by no means 
all of it. I invite you to join in setting aside time during the weekdays between Sundays to read the rest 
of the Gospel. Week to week there are sometimes great gaps and sometimes no gaps at all in the story, 
from one Sunday to the next. That means that some weeks there will be little or nothing from Matthew 
to fill out the days, while other weeks will involve a little heavier lifting.

What follows is the outline of our Sunday morning worship texts, with a suggested pattern or reading 
guide for taking up the rest of the Gospel on your own.

MAT T H E W:  T H E  G O O D  N E WS  O F 

G O D ' S  KI N G D O M 
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

The birth of Jesus took place in this way
December 24: Christmas Eve   Matthew 1:18-25

December 25: Christmas Day Matthew 1:1-17

December 30    Matthew 2:1-23
The Magi visit the infant Jesus Emmanuel: God is  
     with us.

January 6    Matthew 3:1-17 
John the Baptist, Jesus is              Out of these   
baptized to fulfill all              stones: living   
righteousness.                                     hearts.

January 13    Matthew 4:1-17 
Jesus is tempted in the wilderness.   One does not live  
                by bread alone.

Jesus went . . . proclaiming the good 
news of God’s kingdom
Monday, January 21                   Read Matthew 4:18-22,  
          the brief story of Jesus 
          calling his first disciples.

Thursday, January 24        Read Matthew 4:23-25,  
           the summary of Jesus’  
          teaching and preaching.

January 27         Matthew 5:1-20 
Beatitudes, Salt of the earth,        Salt and Light: gifts  
Let your light shine.                       of life.

Monday, January 28        Read Matthew 5:21-27,  
          Jesus teaches about  
          anger.
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Tuesday, January 29                    Read Matthew 5:28-32,  
          Jesus teaches about  
          faithfulness.

Wednesday, January 30              Read Matthew 5:33-37,   
          Jesus teaches about  
          saying “Yes,” and “No.”

Thursday, January 31                   Read Matthew 5:38-42,   
          Jesus teach about  
          revenge.

Friday, February 1                         Read Matthew 5:43-48,   
         Jesus urges love, even  
          for one’s enemy.

Saturday, February 2                   Matthew 6:1-6,   
              Jesus talks about    
                     “religious” posturing.

February 3          Matthew 6:7-21 
Treasure in heaven              The stewardship of  
          forgiveness.

Monday, February 4                     Read Matthew 6:22-24,  
          the eye is the lamp of  
          the body.  

Thursday, February 7                   Read Matthew 6:25-34,  
                worry and trouble.

The narrow gate, wide open stands
February 10         Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 
The Father in heaven         A.S.K.: Ask, Seek, knock. 
gives good gifts.                

Monday, February 11        Read Matthew 7:15-23,  
          the fruits people bear.

Tuesday, February 12                   Read Matthew 8:1-27,   
          Jesus heals.

Wednesday, February 13             Read Matthew 8:28-9:38,   
                Jesus heals and heals  
                                                        and heals.

Thursday, February 14                 Read Matthew 10,  
                     Jesus sends his    
          disciples out to do his  
          work.

Friday, February 15                       Read Matthew 11,   
          Jesus and John the  
          Baptist.

Saturday, February 16                  Matthew 12,   
               the relationship of  
          Jesus with the world.

February 17       Matthew 13:24-43 
Parables of the Kingdom           The Kingdom of God  
                   may be compared to . . . 

Monday, February 18                 Read Matthew 13:1-9,  
       the parable of the    
       sower. 

Thursday, February 19               Read Matthew 13:10-17,   
              the purpose of Jesus’  
        parables.  

Wednesday, February 20          Read Matthew 13:18-23,    
             Jesus explains the   
                       parable of the sower.

Thursday, February 21               Read Matthew 13:44-53,     
             three parables—field,  
       pearl, and fish.

Friday, February 22              Read Matthew 13:54-58,     
             Jesus is rejected for his  
       wisdom and power.

Saturday, February 23             Read Matthew 14:1-12,     
             the death of John the  
          Baptist.

February 24       Matthew 14:13-33 
Feeding the 5000 and            Walking . . . sinking . . .  
walking on the sea     rising again. 
 
Monday, February 25     Read Matthew 14:34-15:9,   
       Jesus and the Pharisees  
       and Sadducees.

Tuesday, February 26                Read Matthew 15:10-20  
       Jesus teaches about  
       what truly “defiles” us.

Wednesday, February 27    Read Matthew 15:21-28,   
       even the dogs get the  
       crumbs.

Thursday, February 28              Read Matthew 15:29-39,  
       feeding of the four   
             thousand.

Friday, March 1                 Read Matthew 16:1-12,   
       the demand for signs of  
         Jesus power.

Saturday, March 2                 Read Matthew 16:13-23,   
       who and how Jesus  
        really is.
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The Force of Forgiveness
March 3: Transfiguration             Matthew 16:24-17:8 
Sunday Under the sign of           The vision of the   
the opposite       transfiguration and 
                    the reality of the cross. 

Monday, March 4      Read Matthew 17:9-21,  
        Jesus tells the disciples 
            to remain silent.  
        And Heals.

Tuesday, March 5              Read Matthew 17:22-27,   
        The children are free.  

March 6: Ash Wednesday     Matthew 18:1-9   
Faith and humility      Who is the “greatest”?

Friday, March 8                 Read Matthew 18:10-14,    
        the parable of the lost  
        sheep.

March 10                   Matthew 18:15-35  
The Unforgiving Servant             Forgiveness as the heart  
        of the Gospel.

Monday, March 11                  Read Matthew 19:1-12,    
        the reality of sin and  
         brokenness. 

Wednesday, March 13      Read Matthew 19:13-15,     
        let the little children  
        come to me.

Friday, March 15                          Read Matthew 19:16-30,     
        the rich young man.

March 17       Matthew 20:1-16 
The Laborers in the Vineyard     The last and the first.

Monday, March 18      Read Matthew 20:17-19,  
        Jesus describes his  
        death, again.

Tuesday, March 19                       Read Matthew 20:20-28,  
        “Are you able to drink   
        the cup that I drink?”

Wednesday, March 20                Read Matthew 20:29-34,   
         Jesus heals a blind man.  
 
Thursday, March 21                     Read Matthew 21:18-27,   
        Jesus curses the fig  
        tree.

Friday, March 22                     Read Matthew 21:28-32,   
    Jesus’ authority is   
                 questioned.

Saturday, March 23                 Matthew 21:33-46,   
                     two parables—sons 
    and tenants.

March 24                Matthew 22:1-14 
The Wedding Banquet            Living an (un)examined  
    faith.

Monday, March 25                  Read Matthew 22:15-33,   
    taxes and the    
               resurrection. 

Tuesday, March 26                  Read Matthew 22:34-46,  
          the greatest    
                commandment.

Wednesday, March 27            Read Matthew 23:1-36,  
               Jesus renounces the   
               Pharisees. 

Thursday, March 28                Read Matthew 23:37-24:8,  
               Jerusalem, the Temple,  
                                                 and the End.   
 
Friday, March 29                     Read Matthew 24:9-31,  
          persecutions, and the  
               Son of Man.

Saturday, March 30                Read Matthew 24:32-51,  
          the need to keep awake.

March 31    Matthew 25:1-13 
The Ten Bridesmaids        Keep your lamp  
                trimmed and burning. 
 
This week   Read Matthew 25:14-30,  
               the parable of the   
          talents.

April 7    Matthew 25:31-46 
Son of Man, judge        “Just as you did it to 
over the all earth  the least of these . . .” 
 
This week              Read Matthew 26:1-16. 

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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God Comes Home
April 14: Palm Sunday      Matthew 21:1-17 
The triumphal entry and      Hosanna! … Who is this? 
cleansing of the temple           

Tuesday, April 16      Read Matthew 26:1-16,  
        the plots to kill Jesus.

April 18: Maundy Thursday     Matthew 26:17-30 
The Last Supper                          As it is written . . .

Following Maundy Thursday worship and before Good 
Friday services Read Matthew 26:31-27:26, the arrest and 
trial of Jesus.

April 19: Good Friday      Matthew 27:27-61 
                                “My God, my God, why  
          have you forsaken me?”

Saturday, April 20      Read Matthew 27:62-66,   
        the guard at Jesus’ tomb.

April 21: Easter      Matthew 28:1-10 
                                “He has been raised  
        from the dead.”

Monday, April 22      Read Matthew 28:11-15,    
        the guard at the tomb,  
           and their lies.

April 28       Matthew 28:16-20 
The Great Commission        Called and sent

9

CONFIRMATION: 10.28.2018

ANNIKA BENSON
ROSIE LARSON
DIANE MEYER
KAIA MEYER
MARIE MEYER
HOKEN OPSAHL
STELLA BERLIN
AMANDA GORECKI
ELIZABETH SCHOENECKER
ETHAN PETERSON
GRACE EVERTS
ELSA TALLAKSON

BAPTISMS:

08.05.2018 
LOUIS GREER THRONTVEIT

08.19.2018 
BODEN NELSON WINTER 
HUDSON STEVEN WINTER 
LONDON LOUISE WINTER

09.23.2018 
MADELYN JENELLE BUSZIN

10.28.2018 
ADA MAE IKOLA 

DEATHS:

03.27.1920 – 7.28.2018  
RONALD HYLAND

11.30.1924 – 10.24.2018  
MARIAN DAHL

07.29.1961 – 10.27.2018  
BILL HUFF

2.6.1929 – 10.29.2018  
SHARON BENNETT

10.14.1924-11.15.2018  
MAE THOMPSON

NEW MEMBERS: 10.28.2018

AMY CARON, GRAHAM

STEVE AND RHONDA GROBE

ROLF JACOBSON, INGRID AND 
GUNNAR

ALLISON AND PETER WEST, 
LILA AND ELSIE

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]
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BY LILLY HALVORSON



Reckless Love by Cory Asbury is the 
best way to sum up a faith-
strengthening weekend at Camp 
Castaway. This camp has been a huge 
part of my life every MEA getaway 
since I can remember. 

The experiences and relationships 
that are made up in Detroit Lakes are 
breathtaking. My faith has truly been 
transformed there. The love 
overflowing through Castaway is 
indescribable! Through games, music, 
meals and conversation, God is 
praised. 

Although my family has turned this 
camp into a “family vacation,” I 
would still come back again and 
again, based on my experience with 
Good Shepherd. Whether it is 
waking up in the morning to a still 
sunrise above Pelican Lake or passing 
the sunset surrounded by tree 
silhouettes, this camp is absolutely 
beautiful. 

Camp Castaway allows you to take 
off your burdens of schoolwork, 
athletics, activities and any demand 
life is pulling you into. 

To all of the youth not quite old 
enough for this experience, start 
getting excited! Camp Castaway is an 
opportunity to strengthen your faith 
and relationships while disconnecting 
and enjoying the simplicity of 
Northern Minnesota. 

1111
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P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S
EXPANDS INTO WORSHIP

“Can I interest you in acting in a play?” 
That was the question from Tor that came 
out of the blue to me! Before explaining to 
Tor that I had absolutely no experience 
and/or acting abilities, he must have 
anticipated my response because before I 
could answer he said, “Don’t answer. 
Think about it.” Which I did. I then came 
back to him with more questions – 
questions like “How does this work?” 
“What would I have to do?” “Why me?” 
“What if I screw up?” It turns out this 
wasn’t the first time Tor had been asked 
these questions, so off we went into the 
great unknown! And I am so glad I did! 
(You’d have to ask Tor if he was!!)

I’ve now acted (really more like 
“participated”) in a number of Tor’s 
productions. The experience has been 
terrific and meaningful. I’ve stretched 
myself in new ways, tried new things, had 

BY JOHN MENDESH

an outlet for the usual hub-bub of the day 
and, maybe most importantly, met all 
kinds of folks in this congregation who I 
thought I knew but it turns out I didn’t 
– and that includes both young and old! 
Truth be told, I had a lot of fun “behind 
the curtain” as well as in front of it!

And I got to experience Tor and his many 
gifts. From making us all feel like we were 
Broadway stars, to bringing the best out of 
us, to just sitting around chatting with 
him, the whole experience has been 
worthwhile, which is why I came back for 
several more acting attempts!

And by now, we’ve all become very 
familiar with how Tor’s wonderful 
theatrical talents have brought joy, 
intergenerational engagement 
opportunities and pure fun to our 
community of faith and the surrounding 

community. He has led what has become 
a very important ministry for us!

Now, with the encouragement of Pastor 
Jacobson, Tor is bringing this ministry to 
our worship service. You’ve already seen 
glimpses of this during the newly 
developed “Kids’ Time” during our 
worship service. The idea behind all of 
this is to bring more voices into our 
worship services, to enhance and support 
the sermon and lessons of the day, and 
maybe most importantly, transfer our 
beliefs, stories and faith to the younger 
generation within our church.

These “Kids’ Time” segments will take the 
form of short plays/dramatic scenes 
written for and acted out by children. Tor 
already has an “inventory of plays, ready to 
go.” They’re certain to be insightful, 
sincere and enjoyable to watch for kids of 
all ages!

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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Community 
Emergency 
Service:  

 

Each month Russ Fystrom delivers 
food donated at Good Shepherd for 
First Sunday Food Shelf to 
Community Emergency Service.

These past 20 years through its First Sunday Food Shelf, Good 
Shepherd members have generously donated food to Community 
Emergency Service (CES), 1900 11th Ave., Minneapolis. This effort 
is an important component of the church’s outreach ministry. 

Good Shepherd is one of 40 churches that partner with CES 
collecting food for the organization every month. In 2018, these 
churches donated more than 2,000 lbs. of food to CES.

Russ Fystrom, a longtime Good Shepherd volunteer, has delivered 
our church’s donated food to CES for many years. “I can see the 
gifts our members give have real world impact,” he says. “For many 
programs, we provide funding but we don’t see or connect with the 
people involved.” Russ encourages more people to donate food items 
on the first Sunday of every month. 

CES relies on volunteers to not only collect and bring food but also 
deliver Meals on Wheels, staff the Neighborhood Food Shelf, 
prepare food boxes for the East African Food Giveaway, deliver food 
to homebound clients and host Bonus Fridays. In addition, CES has 
set up Ani-meals, a way of supplying pet food to people who come 
for food.

On October 24, the Hunger Team sponsored “The Hungry Feast,” 
which featured worship, a meal and conversation. Participants ate a 
simple supper – the same hearty meal that we serve at Loaves & 
Fishes. Mike Lloyd, CEO of Community Emergency Service, 
spoke about the needs of hungry people in our community and how 
we can, as God’s people, help our neighbors.

Karen Walhof, Good Shepherd Director of Outreach, adds. “God 
loves us so we can love our neighbors. We express that love by 
feeding them, housing them, praying for them, caring for them, 
being a friend, connecting with them wherever they live and serve.”

What is Community 
Emergency Service?
Community Emergency Service (CES) 
is a nonprofit crisis relief and 
empowerment community outreach 
extending God’s love to those in the 
inner city in both south and north 
Minneapolis. CES staff and about 1,000 
volunteers are on the front lines of 
providing hope and compassion to a 
multi-generational, multi-cultural, 
low-income clientele.

The CES board recently has set four 
new strategic goals for the 
organization’s focus during the next 
three years. The goals are 1) engage 
more volunteers; 2) combat senior 
hunger; 3) strengthen service to the 
Phillips Community; and 4) invest in 
leadership, staffing and systems.

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK
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CALL COMMITTEE EXPLORES
CONGREGATION’S MINISTRIES
& POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR

On Sunday, October 14, the congregation approved a seven-
member Call Committee tasked with recommending an 
associate pastor to join the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd’s pastoral team and partner with the congregation 
in all facets of our life together. The Call Committee 
members were selected by the nominating committee and 
reflect various ages, lengths of time as congregants, and a 
broad range of ministry involvement and outreach. These 
individuals represent all of us in the process. Their charge is 
so much more than a group that searches for and interviews 
candidates to fill an open staff position.

The call process is forward looking, with a solid 
understanding of where we have been as a congregation. 
Knowing our aspirations and challenges is key as this will be 
shared with potential candidates. The process is a Spirit-led, 
faith-filled journey. Prayer, Bible readings and faith 
reflections are all important to keep the committee focused 
on discerning what gifts the candidate should bring to the 
position.   

The initial step of completing the ELCA Ministry Site 
Profile was accomplished by Sue Read. She partnered with 
Pastor Karl Jacobson on this document which includes 

congregational details such as location, demographics and 
budget. Insights on our faith community, leadership style and 
programming are noted. Our mission vision, ministry goals 
and partnerships, along with our current focus are detailed. 
Lastly, our congregation’s purpose, giftedness and mission 
priorities are shared. “Purpose” focuses on what we do to 
answer God’s call to mission and service in the world. 
Giftedness defines what gifts and resources are used to fulfill 
our purpose. Examples are strong lay leadership, our worship 
and music experiences and outreach ministries. The area of 
mission highlights our partnerships in the many ways we 
address hunger and our relationships with congregations and 
organizations around the world.     

Rostered pastors, looking for a new opportunity, will read our 
Ministry Site Profile to understand what makes this 
congregation unique and to get to know us on paper. The 
synod also uses this document to gain an updated summary 
about where Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is 
today. 

The Minneapolis Area Synod provides insights on the process 
and helps to work through challenges or anything else that it 
is a concern. They know our congregation and understand the 

BY RENEE RAETHER
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many gifts we have and share with our mission partners.  
The synod staff member, whose responsibility is to work with 
congregations undergoing a call process, describes his job as a 
“talent scout for God.” He, along with other synod staff, 
works hard to match the gifts a potential candidate will bring 
to the call with what the call committee has identified as 
strengths needed in the role. 

The Call Committee will discuss what skills, strengths and 
qualities the candidate must bring to the role. Defining the 
job scope and responsibilities will be key. Guidance from 
Pastor Jacobson and the council will assist in this 
conversation. Prioritizing the list of required qualities is 
important for both the committee and the candidates. This 
allows the committee to share with potential candidates what 
their role would be and how it would interact with the staff, 
congregation and outside mission activities. 

The call committee will interview candidates most likely in a 
traditional format. But they also can choose to proceed in a 
variety of ways when interviewing. Depending on the 
position responsibilities and job scope, a visit to the 
candidates’ current calls or places of work may be made. The 
committee may attend worship services led by the candidates, 
listen to sermons, see or experiencing a program they are 
leading, such as educational program for children, youth or 
adults, or a mission activity. Today streaming worship services 
and watching recorded services available online add to the 
options for experiencing potential candidates. In the past, call 
committees have also asked some of Good Shepherd’s 
program staff members to meet with candidates and provide 
feedback. 

Above all, and throughout the process, there is this special 
aspect that is hard to define. It is something more than just 
making good hiring decision. The Spirit is at work 
throughout the many conversations, relationships formed and 
deepened by the call committee members, the prayers that are 
offered and finally the decision that is made.    

Once the candidate has been selected, the church council 
president will set a congregational meeting date. At the 
meeting, the Call Committee will present the candidate to 
the congregation. After the vote, assuming it is affirmative, 
the Call Committee’s work is done.      

The Call Committee members are Jessica Ballin, Mike 
Bosshardt, Bill Kerker, Herb Morgenthaler, Erienne Nelsen, 
Colleen Onstad, Mary and Thomas Quello. Please keep these 
people in your prayers as they do this very important work 
that will have long lasting impact on the future of our 
congregation. 

I was honored to be nominated to  
be on the Call Committee, and I have  

a real passion for engaging our  
youth in their faith journey.

— Jessica Ballin 

“

”

I wanted to be a part of the call 
committee because I feel our 

congregation has made good progress 
over the last several years and that we 

are now at a critical point in our 
growth projection. We need to be 

focused on the younger generation  
of members and need to provide 
leadership that can attract and 

motivate people of all ages, races, 
assisting a community that is more 

ethnically diverse and facing new life 
challenges. Finding the right candidate 

is critical for our future growth and 
service to God and society.

— Herb Morgenthaler

“

”

I’m honored and excited to be part of 
the process of moving forward with our 

new leadership. As a small business 
owner, my hope is to add value and 

insight to the hiring process. Our staff, 
at most times, is the face of our church. 
That makes finding the “right” person 

extremely important. I’m also excited to 
get to know all of the other call 

committee members and share this 
unique effort with them. I’m proud of 
our church and am ecstatic about our 

future, each and every day.

— Bill Kerker 

“

”
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be a central place for information. However, Facebook is still the 
most commonly used social media app by far among all social 
media users, especially older generations. According to a recent 
survey,1 more baby boomers open Facebook daily than any other 
generation. And, while older generations usually stick to 
Facebook exclusively, millennials and Gen Z members tend to 
divide their attention among multiple social media platforms. 

Mark Halvorson, Director of Youth and Family Ministry, says 
that younger generations seem to view social media differently 
than older generations. “High school students and younger teens 
don’t remember a time when cell phones were not a part of their 
life. So, while adults see social media apps like Instagram and 
Twitter as new and a separate way to accomplish something, 
students see them as additions to the tools that have always been 
there.”

Mark says the ease of pushing out information, program 
changes, quick messages of support, etc. is helpful when 
communicating with students and their parents. Social media 
helps to accomplish the larger goal of creating a sense of 
community and showcasing Good Shepherd as a place of faith. 
“A good representation of who Good Shepherd is, both on and 
offline, helps us show who we are to this world, the care we have 
for others and the ways we truly desire to connect as believers.” 

Social media is a modern-day essential for any organization. It 
helps engage with new faces and stay connected with old ones. 
There are many benefits to social media, some prominent ones 
being customer/audience engagement, increasing brand 
awareness, humanizing your brand, staying top of mind, 
generating leads and increasing website traffic. But the main 
purpose is to connect and engage. You can showcase who you are, 
what you stand for and what makes you unique as an 
organization. Social media is a fast, effective and inexpensive 
way to reach people in your area and around the world. 

Sofia Bello-Morales, Good Shepherd Social Media 
Coordinator, says her objective lately has been to create more 
engagement and be more active on Facebook. “Using social 
media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram helps to 
strengthen the communication and relationship that Good 
Shepherd has with congregation members. Everyone has such 
busy lives, but a post on Facebook can be a good reminder for 
what is coming up.” Sofia says her most common social media 
posts are regarding events, worship services or outreach 
opportunities at Good Shepherd, as well as video testimonials 
and photos or stories from congregation members. “Posts about 
congregation members tend to do really well; I think, that’s 
because it provides an insight into how Good Shepherd impacts 
their life.” 

Every social media post serves a different purpose. For example, 
posting an audio clip of the previous Sunday’s worship service 
gives members an opportunity to catch up if they missed a 
service, and it gives people outside of Good Shepherd a feel for 
what worship at Good Shepherd is like. Posting video 
testimonials of volunteers shares someone’s personal story. It  
also facilitates the connection between the volunteer and other 
members who might want to be more involved. Pictures of  
event setups or play rehearsals provide a behind-the-scenes  
view of how Good Shepherd members come together for 
different events. Interactive posts with questions like “What‘s 
your favorite thing about Rally Day?” are an opportunity to  
stay connected with fellow members. 

Social media has evolved over time. The go-to platforms are 
changing for younger generations, like Generation Z (people 
born 1995 - 2010). Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter are most 
popular within that age group, while Facebook is less likely to 

  
  

1The Manifest 2018 Consumer App Survey, Part I.

BY SARA STEIN

Be sure to connect 
with Good 
Shepherd on 
Facebook and 
Instagram at  
@goodshepmpls! 

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE



A couple months ago, the Camden Promise Clothes Closet was 
filled with summer clothes. Today those items have been 
packed away, and sweaters and jackets have taken their place. 
During the month of September Pat Sykes, Nancy Brenny, 
Marianne Malko and Terry Haugen-Sjostrom traded out the 
Clothes Closet offerings, preparing it for cold-weather clothes. 
As winter weather descends, shoppers at the Clothes Closet 
have searched carefully for clothes for their children and 
themselves – clothes warm enough for the freezing days ahead.

The greatest need during the fall are winter coats, boots, 
scarves, mittens/gloves and hats for all ages. Often parents 
who picked up a warm coat last year have found that they no 
longer fit, and a larger size is needed. Good Shepherd folks 
brought many winter coats to the Narthex altar this fall, and 
all of them were offered to Camden Promise families. All 
were immediately snatched up. 

Pat Sykes works in the Clothes Closet both the first and third 
Saturday each month. She tells about the relief expressed by a 
mom who found boots for her kids after looking during many 
visits; she was thrilled. Pat says, “Parents, grandparents and 
caregivers ask urgently if we’re going to have coats, winter 
boots and gloves or mittens, remembering that we had done 
this in the past and hoping we’ll be doing it again.” When a 

winter coat is selected, frequently the comment is “Now 
(child’s name) will be able to play outside.” Last year there 
was one mom who said she’d take singleton mittens or gloves 
because she had nothing for her daughters to wear. 

Several families who shop at Camden Promise have brought 
in winter stuff that they had picked up last year that their 
kids now have outgrown, now donating them to other 
families. In turn, they are hoping, of course, for outerwear in 
the sizes their kids now wear. Pat says, “I can also tell you 
that last time the crate with mittens and gloves was 
overflowing when we started, and it was quickly emptied. 
When I found more donations and refilled it, it again was 
quickly emptied. Everyone has been looking for winter stuff; 
they are worried that they won’t be ready for the snow and 
cold weather.”

Thanks to the generosity of Good Shepherd members, many 
people will go off to their schools or their jobs or their 
holiday gatherings comfortably warm in new-to-them coats, 
boots, scarves and mittens. But not everyone – there’s always 
a need for more. If you have more coats or boots or gloves/
mittens and scarves to donate, drop them off at church in my 
office. We’ll get them to Camden Promise and the people 
who need them.

BY KAREN WALHOF
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10 QUESTIONS FOR  
MANDY BOND

BY ANN BURCKHARDT

WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR YOUR SERVICE 
WITH THE CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS?

My vision is simply to honor where Good Shepherd is, with 
their current program and offerings for children age two 
years through fifth grade. I am building upon what Heather 
Roth Johnson already started and will keep my eyes and ears 
open for opportunities to engage new and existing families. 
We are following the sermon series as we explore biblical 
stories and their practical application to our lives and our 
current community. Not to mention, we like to have fun!

COULD YOU SHARE YOUR PLANS FOR FAITH  
FORMATION AMONG OUR CHILDREN?

I have no specific plans beyond what is already happening. 
Heather started a wonderful tradition of parents engaging  
their children in Sunday school, both Bible lessons along 
with service projects that engage Good Shepherd 
intergenerationally. I am honored to write curriculum using 
the sermon series Pastor Jacobson has put together. During 
Advent, we will stay with tradition, offering family devotions 
and Baby’s First Christmas. This year we will offer a Lego 
advent wreath on the Sunday before Advent begins and a 
Christmas story bag for each Good Shepherd family. We will 
also have First Communion on Maundy Thursday and Bible 
presentations sometime in the new year.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING IN 
THIS UNIQUE FIELD?

I have been working with youth and their families for nearly 
two decades. After significant experience in college and 
working summers at Green Lake Bible Camp, I went to 
seminary to pursue a Masters of Divinity degree and 
ordination. Though I did not complete my studies at  
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC), I started 
full-time youth ministry in Colorado, followed by three years 
in Mound, Minnesota, and then at Bethlehem Lutheran on 
Lyndale. It was there that I met Heather and really took 
collaborative children and youth ministry to the next level. I 
had the good fortune to work with a team of creative women 
and to expand my experience through curriculum writing, 
traveling and worship planning. It was a joy to work with 
such an innovative and talented group of staff and volunteers.

WHAT WAS YOUR EDUCATIONAL TRAINING?

Most of my training has been informal. I have learned from 
others. Mentors have been so important in both my professional 
and personal faith – from confirmation mentors back in rural 
Renville to female religion professors at Augustana to peers at 
LSTC who have shaped my perspective and given me lots of 
opportunities to discover my gifts and talents. It is in small  
groups that I have found courage to share my faith and to be true 
to myself and the Good News of Jesus Christ. Beginning with 
godparents and stretching to the parents and kids of the church 
community, I have hopes that my daughter will also learn from 
others and take part in so great a cloud of witnesses.

I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE EMPLOYED BY 
A SPECIALTY FIRM THAT SUPPLIES STAFF TO 
CHURCHES ON A TEMPORARY BASIS.  CAN 
YOU DESCRIBE HOW THIS WORKS?

InterServe Ministries was started over ten years ago by two 
brilliant women and youth ministers, Sue Megrand and Kris 
Bjorke. They had a vision that came from noticing the need for 
interim leadership in churches.

It has been an exciting time to be in youth ministry. I have been 
blessed to be part of a movement that has shaped not only youth 
culture within the faith community, but the way ministry is 
done with families and across generations. InterServe offers 
part-time, focused leadership during transitional periods. These 
vary depending on the specific congregation and ages in need.  
I started with InterServe about two years ago with an Episcopal 
church in St. Paul that said goodbye to their longtime faith 
formation director of 20 years. They needed time to celebrate 
and grieve, and then to focus on what their future needs and 
hopes are and how to structure and staff for that future. 

After 18 months with that church, I was excited and eager  
to talk with Pastor Jacobson about the possibilities at Good 
Shepherd. My daughter was baptized here when she was  
two years old, and Aaron and I became members shortly after.  
We love Good Shepherd, and I am so happy to be here as a 
children’s minister. I love going to work, singing with Ralph 
and the kiddos, listening to puppets tell stories about Jesus’ 
love and presence in our lives. I love the parents and enjoyed 
the women’s retreat two years ago.

2

3

4

5

We are so pleased that you had the unique preparation – and 
were available – to step into the job of Interim Director of  

Children and Family Ministry here at Good Shepherd. 
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WAS THERE A PARTICULAR EVENT THAT 
PROMPTED YOU TO GO INTO THIS TYPE 
OF WORK?

Interim ministry has allowed me to keep a foot in the 
door of professional ministry. After Bethlehem, I lived in 
Williston, North Dakota, and was able to work at a Bible 
camp. It is a thriving place that has taken seriously the 
need to reach kids and families in the midst of the oil 
boom. As a mom, I am steeped in the development of 
young children and asking the question every day, “What 
does God ask of me as a mom and wife?” Though the 
answer varies from situation to situation, one thing 
remains true: God is LOVE and that LOVE has the final 
word for all of us – today and in the days to come. 

Addy loves Good Shepherd and the people there. She is 
overjoyed that I am working at Good Shepherd. I 
personally love that I can worship with my family every 
week and don’t feel stretched beyond my capacity to 
both serve professionally and in volunteer capacities.

CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY?   
I HAD HEARD THAT HEATHER ROTH 
JOHNSON WAS YOUR DAUGHTER  
ADDY’S GODMOTHER.

Heather is my daughter’s godmomma, along with a 
wonderful couple from Bethlehem, Ann and Dean. 
These three people have been influential in both my 
personal walk of faith and as a professional youth 
director. I am assured that as Addy grows into Christian 
womanhood that both Ann and Heather will be role 
models and ever present with my daughter’s questions of 
faith and life.

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO GOOD SHEPHERD 
BEFORE YOU JOINED THE CONGREGATION?

Heather was the first draw to Good Shepherd. Because she 
was there, I knew that I had to visit and help out whenever I 
could. I started by helping with Vacation Bible School, a 
ministry in which we had worked together closely at 
Bethlehem. As she engaged Addy, she engaged us. When we 
visited on Sunday mornings, I was amazed by the hospitality 
extended to each of us. Aaron did not grow up in a Lutheran 
church, so his background brings many questions. Good 
Shepherd offers a safe place to ask those questions and to be 
oneself through various opportunities and expressions. We 
have both come to love the Lenten soup suppers, guest 
preachers and the Families Moving Forward program. We  
love to give back and trust the work that done throughout the 
community. Aaron has also enjoyed the Psalms and Pscotch 
program. The men have made a point to include him, even 
when it is hard for him to find free evenings to engage. 

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE VERSE WITH DEEP 
MEANING FOR YOU?

My favorite story is the hemorrhaging woman, especially her 
role in the Gospel of Mark. I had the good fortune to study 
Mark in both undergrad and seminary. The blind faith and 
courage that this woman showed was incredible. Tied into 
this story is the woman who Jesus rebukes and she shoots 
right back, “Even a dog receives scraps beneath the table.”  
No one is outside God’s grace. This is huge as I consider the 
tragic loss of my brother and my sister to suicide. In Romans, 
Paul reminds us that there is nothing that can separate us 
from the love of God, neither death itself nor any power 
under heaven and earth. This passage was read at my brother’s 
funeral and, taken along with the raising of Lazarus, it is 
apparent that God is bigger than anything this universe has 
to offer. That is both awesome and comforting for me. It 
keeps me in check and is what I cling to when I can find  
no words to express my anguish or even anger. I am glad  
that Pastor Jacobson is a scholar of the Psalms. I have learned  
so much from him as he shares his insights with these 
emotional songs.

ANY SPECIAL INSIGHTS INTO BALANCING 
YOUR ROLES AS CHURCH STAFF MEMBER 
AND WIFE AND MOTHER?

Another mother once told me that finding “balance” is 
elusive and that instead of trying to find something that can’t 
be found, focus on each day, each moment in front of me, 
make the most of it and always ask God to go first. I am not 
sure that I am always graceful in my endeavors, but I go at it 
humbly, and from my knees I find just the perspective I need 
to live each day as a child of God.
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ADVENT AT
GOOD SHEPHERD
The season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 2. During this time we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Jesus our Savior, Emmanuel — God with us.

ADVENT RESOURCES
Family or personal devotions during Advent can be enriched using Good Shepherd’s Advent Calendar. 
Each day, read a Bible verse, say a prayer and put one item of food or a personal hygiene item in a 
grocery bag. Bring it to church at Christmas, and we’ll make sure it gets to Community Emergency 
Service, where the food will be shared with hungry people.

Advent devotional booklets, titled The Christmas Composition, are available for children and families. 
These booklets are available both in printed version and online and were funded by a grant from the 
Good Shepherd Foundation. 

There are also many opportunities for involvement at Good Shepherd during Advent — opportunities 
for worship, service and fellowship. Feel the spirit of the season! 

COMPILED BY LAURA STEIN

ADVENT CALENDAR 2018
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Each day during Advent, give a gift that celebrates the coming of the Savior and serves our neighbors.

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for  Bread for the World and 
people who are  hungry

Give a Gift of
CANNED 

VEGETABLES

Give a Gift of
PASTA

Give a Gift of
PEANUT BUTTER

Give a Gift of
JAM OR JELLY

Give a Gift of
OLIVE OIL

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for Camden Promise

Give a Gift of
WHOLE GRAIN 

CEREAL

Give a Gift of
PRAYER 

for Community 
Emergency Service

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people who eat at
Loaves & Fishes

Give a Gift of
RICE

Give a Gift of
SUGAR

Give a Gift of
CANNED FRUIT

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for children who receive food 
from Feed My Starving Children

Give a Gift of
BEEF STEW

Give a Gift of
MAC & CHEESE

Give a Gift of
SOAP

Give a Gift of
CANNED 

VEGETABLES

Give a Gift of
CANNED MEAT

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people who receive 
Meals on Wheels

2

9

16

23

3

10

17

24

Give a Gift of
SHAMPOO

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

6

13

20

7

14

21

8

15

22
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Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty. 

JOHN 6:35

Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

and the poor have good news 
brought to them.” 
MATTHEW 11:4-5

He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness.
2 CORINTHIANS 9:10

The eyes of all look to you, and 
you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire 

of every living thing. 
PSALM 145:15-16

Thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
for his wonderful works to humankind. 

For he satisfies the thirsty, 
and the hungry he fills with good things.

PSALM 107:8-9

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose 
the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed 

go free, and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly.
ISAIAH 58:6-8

God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.
GENESIS 1:11-12

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it 
to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations. 
ISAIAH 61:11

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? So faith by itself, 

if it has no works, is dead. 
JAMES 2:15-17

If you offer your food to the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
    and your gloom be like the noonday.

ISAIAH 58:10

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he [Jesus] looked up to heaven, and 

blessed and broke them, and gave them 
to the disciples to set before the crowd.

LUKE 9:16

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry.
PSALM 146:5-7

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. . . .” 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, 

“See, I am making all things new.” 
REVELATION 21:3-5

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 
. . . They rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest.

ISAIAH 9:2-3

His [God’s] mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He . . . has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.

LUKE 1:50-55

How does God’s love abide 
in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need 

and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action.
1 JOHN 3:17-18

Since there will never cease to be 
some in need on the earth, 
I therefore command you, 

“Open your hand to the poor 
and needy neighbor in your land.”

DEUTERONOMY 15:11

You shall not strip your vineyard bare, 
or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; 

you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: 
I am the Lord your God.

LEVITICUS 19:10

 When you beat your olive trees, 
do not strip what is left; 

it shall be for the alien, the orphan, 
and the widow.

DEUTERONOMY 24:20

 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

MATTHEW 5:15-16

THE NATIVITY 
OF OUR LORD

Christmas Day
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel, 

that is, God with us.  
ISAIAH 7:14

MERRY CHRISTMAS! JESUS IS BORN!

Give a Gift of
PRAYER

for people served at
Simpson Shelter 

He [Jesus] said, “When you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
and the blind. And you will be blessed, 

because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

LUKE 14:13-14

As for those who in the present age are rich, 
command them not to be haughty, 

or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but rather on God who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share.
1 TIMOTHY 6:17

Give a Gift of a
TOOTHBRUSH

Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. 

. . . Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me. 
MATTHEW 25:34-40 

D E C E M B E R
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WEDNESDAY  U – WHAT 
IT MEANS TO LIVE A 
CHILD-LIKE FAITH

December 5 & 12  
6:00 p.m.

In the Gospel of Matthew, we read that, 

“Jesus called a child, whom he put 

among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell you, 

unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes 

humble like this child is the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me’” (Matthew 18:2-5). So 

what does it mean for us to “become 

like children”? What does it mean for 

us to live a child-like faith?  

From Children’s Letters to God:

Dear God,

Do animals use you or is there 

somebody else for them?

Nancy

LIFELINES – 3:16S
November 25, December 2 & 9 
9:30 a.m. 

Everybody knows John 3:16, right? 

Jesus said, “For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life.” Pretty 

well known, and pretty wonderful. But 

John 3:16 isn’t the only 3:16 in the Bible. 

For three weeks our Sunday morning 

adult class will gather around various 

biblical 3:16s

ADVENT SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 2, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. | Worship, 
First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 2 & 9, 9:30 a.m. | Lifelines: 
“3:16s”
Everyone knows John 3:16. This Sunday morning adult 
education class will gather around various biblical 3:16s, 
from Genesis to the Psalms, to Galatians, and beyond.

Sunday, December 2 | First Sunday Food Shelf
Bring a bag of groceries (including toiletries) along to 
worship, and it will be delivered to Community Emergency 
Service. Checks payable to CES are also welcome.

Sunday, December 2 | Christmas Giving Tree
Stop at the Christmas Giving Tree (which began November 
11) and select ornaments identifying holiday gifts for some 
of our ministry partners. Gifts for PCYC are due December 
2, gifts for Ebenezer Care Center are due December 9, 
other gifts are due December 24. 

Wednesday, December 5 & 12, 6:00 p.m. | “What It 
Means to Live a Child-like Faith”
Join us at Wednesday U as we learn about, explore and 
practice child-like faith, and grow together as God’s 
children.

Thursday-Saturday, December 6-8, 7:00 p.m. | 
“Little Mermaid Jr.”
Join us for our 8th annual Holiday Musical. The performances 
are open to all. Tickets are not needed, but there will be a 
freewill offering.

Saturday, December 8, 8:30 a.m. | Urban Homeworks
Help repair homes in the city, making homes more livable.

Saturday, December 8, 9:00 a.m. | PCYC’s Annual 
Children’s Gift Sale
If you’ve chosen to purchase a gift for teen boys or men, 
bring the unwrapped gifts to Good Shepherd by December 
2. Want to help children shop at the sale? Contact Mark 
Halvorson.
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ADVENT SCHEDULE CONTINUED

Sunday, December 9, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. | Worship, Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 9, 11:45 a.m. | Baby’s First Christmas
Families with 3 year olds and younger will enjoy a simple soup lunch, to experience the Christmas 
story through a variety of senses.

Tuesday, December 11, 6:00 p.m. | Advent Service of Remembrance
This prayer service offers time for quiet contemplation and meditation in the midst of otherwise busy 
and often noisy holiday activities.

Thursday, December 13 | Golden Shepherd Christmas Buffet, 12:00 p.m.
All are invited. Tickets are $14.00 and will be sold in advance on Sundays – November 25, December 
2 & 9.

Saturday, December 15, 12:15 p.m. | Camden Promise Food Shelf
Assist shoppers or play with the children as their parents shop at this food panty on the north side.

Sunday, December 16, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. | Worship, Third Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 16, 9:30 a.m. | “God With Us”
Join us at Lifelines for this introduction to the Gospel of Matthew.

Sunday, December 16, 9:30 a.m. | Bell Choir Recital

Wednesday, December 19, 7:00 p.m. – A Christmas Story
Wednesday, December 19, 7:00 p.m. – A Christmas Story

Friday, December 21, 5:00 p.m. | Simpson Homeless Shelter
Prepare dinner and serve it to homeless families at Simpson Shelter. (Want to donate some Christmas 
cookies for the party? Talk to Mark Halvorson.)

Saturday, December 22, 10:00 a.m. – Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra rehearsal 
The Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra is made up of Good Shepherd instrumentalists (members, 
families and friends of all ages) who want to play some wonderful – but not too difficult – Christmas 
music for our 5:00 and/or 10:30 p.m. services on Christmas Eve.

Sunday, December 23, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. – Worship, Fourth Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 23, 9:30 a.m. – All Congregation Christmas Celebration 
Join in celebrating a story for the ages: the birth of Jesus. We’ll begin in the sanctuary as we see the 
story performed and respond with some of our favorite Christmas carols. From there we’ll journey 
through the church for art, service projects and fellowship – something for all ages!
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CH R I STMA S
AT GOOD  
SHEPHERD
CH R ISTMAS SCH EDU LE :

Monday, December 24 – Christmas Eve

3 p.m.    Family Christmas Service with 
music by Alleluia Choir, Carolers 
and Choristers.

5 p.m.  Christmas Festival Service with 

music by Good Shepherd 

musicians, including a special 

prelude by the Good Shepherd 

Christmas Orchestra. 

10:30 p.m.  Christmas Candlelight Service 
with music by the Good 
Shepherd Choir and Cantáre, 
including an extended Christmas 
prelude by Good Shepherd 
musicians and the Good 
Shepherd Christmas Orchestra 
beginning at 10:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 25 – Christmas Day

10 a.m.  Christmas Day Festival Service 
with music by harpist Rhonda 
Grobe and the Christmas Day 
Pop-up Choir (members of Good 
Shepherd Choir, Cantáre and 
anyone else who wants to sing 
some beautiful, easy-to-learn 
Christmas choral music, with 
rehearsal at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir 
Room).
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4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Good Shepherd’s Quilters delivered dozens of quilts to an agency 
assisting the people encamped along Hiawatha Avenue. The beautiful 
quilts will be distributed to those living there, providing warmth and 
comfort. Thank you, Quilters, for your compassionate action!

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.


