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TOGETHER
FORGET THE WATER

 All communities throughout human history have formed, evolved and grown because 
they were located at, or near, a river, lake, or ground aquifer that could supply the 
residents with water. Water is the foundational resource on which communities build.1 

Doug Griffiths, a community builder with an MBA, says that the first way to go about killing 
your community is to “forget the water.” Griffiths argues that this basic resource is the beginning 
and the end – or the beginning of the end – for any community. Something similar can be said 
of the Christian community and the Christian life. If we forget the water, our faith may be in 
danger of thirsting to death.

In baptism, we are given a promise, both to receive and to share – the promise that it is God 
who chooses: 

Whom to save: sinners, the imperfect, the broken, the doubting, the wrong.
Whom to serve: the neighbor, the poor, the weak, the other.
Whom to call: the priesthood of all believers.

Faith receives all of this, and seeks to respond in truth and love.  

The promise of baptism carries both a gift and a charge. The gift is that this world and everything 
in it belongs to God, that we belong to God, that you belong to God. The charge is to love 
God’s world and to serve it.

We are amply supplied with water – what Jesus calls “living water,” which springs up and gushes 
forth and floods our hearts and minds. And because of this, we need never thirst again.

As we think about our life together here at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, as we 
worship together, learn and grow together, serve together, we do well not to forget the water.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Karl Jacobson

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE, WE:
GET TO  
KNOW GOD.

SEEK TO  GROW 
OUR  FAITH.

ARE EAGER TO 
SHOW CHRIST’S 
LOVE.
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These are the core values of our congregation:  
that we KNOW GOD, GROW FAITH, SHOW LOVE.

Don'tv

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4).

1 Griffiths, Doug. 13 Ways to Kill Your Community (Edmonton: 13 Ways Inc, 2016),
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
invites you to enjoy the Summer Classical 
Comedy in September. This year’s 
performance will be two one-act plays: “The 
Boor” and “The Proposal” by Anton 
Chekhov. Tor Johnson, Director of 
Performing Arts, explained that “‘The Boor’ 
and ‘The Proposal’ are challenging plays 
with lots of subtleties. I like challenging 
our actors from church.” Performances will 
be September 6, 7 and 8 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. 

In December join us for the holiday musical, 
“The Little Mermaid.” “The musicals I 
choose need to be family-friendly, with lots 
of room for kids and adults of all ages,” said 
Tor. Auditions for this musical are open for 
children; adults will be cast without 
auditions. Dates for auditions are September 
20, 21 and 22. Performances will be 
December 6, 7 and 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. 

Next year’s Lenten drama will be “Peter’s 
Tale,” an imagined drama about the disciple 
Peter after the crucifixion of Jesus. The 
Lenten drama has become a faith-filled 
tradition for actors and audiences alike. 
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Each play is directed by Tor, himself an 
accomplished actor and singer. He said: 
“I get excited each church year to direct 
a new set of plays, as these plays have 
become an intricate part of the growth 
and diversity of Good Shepherd.” 

For many years now, performing arts has 
been vital to building community within 
our congregation. “The intergenerational 
aspects of our theater programs builds and 
helps sustain our community of faith,” and 
Performing Arts “stretches personal 
boundaries and allows for the building of 
meaningful relationships through ‘being 
vulnerable together!’” said longtime 
member John Mendesh. 

Ingrid Krafve, associate director of this 
year’s Summer Musical Theater Camp, 
added: “The Performing Arts programs 
contribute to the community and to the 
church through building relationships as 
an outreach event by inviting parishioners 
and Summer Musical Theater Camp 
families and friends to participate.” For 
the past eight summers, Tor has led two 
Summer Musical Theater Camps, each 
two weeks long, open to the Twin Cities 

BY SOFIA BELLO-MORALES AND CLARA LARSON 

community. These camps are an 
opportunity to bridge the congregation 
and the community. 

Tor strives to carry this sentiment over 
into all Performing Arts activities. “I’ve 
embraced the holiday musical as an 
extension of the Summer Musical Theater 
Camps,” he said. “Though we have a large 
number of church members in the shows, 
the majority of the casts are people from 
the community.” 

Mykel Pennington and her two daughters 
have participated in shows and camps at 
our church for the past six years. “Though 
we are not members at Good Shepherd,” 
she explained, “it is like our church family, 
because we always feel welcomed and 
appreciated.”

For many, Good Shepherd would not be 
complete without its Performing Arts 
ministry. John Mendesh adds, “Our 
theater programs give people who might 
not know us well a sense of how ‘ joyful’ 
we are in worship. For many who 
participate in our programs, ‘this is 
church.’”

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

This summer I have been working with 
Laura Stein and the Good Shepherd staff 
to improve communication with the 
congregation. To this point, we have used 
our database, Fellowship One, to send out 
a weekly email to keep members up-to-
date on what's happening at Good 
Shepherd. To keep up with technological 
shifts, we are moving to Squarespace, the 
software system we use for our website. 
Because we already use it for the website, 
it allows us to integrate the e-newsletter 
and website, making them more personal 
and unique to Good Shepherd. 

The e-newsletter is formatted into five key 
parts. It starts off with the “Worship 

Theme” for the week, because worship is 
the center of our life together. Then, the 
e-newsletter will highlight people and 
celebrate meaningful events in an “In the 
Spotlight” section. “This Week at Good 
Shepherd” will take you directly to what 
is going on, whether it is outreach, 
learning, worship, current events or more! 
“News” is where you will find the latest 
updates on our community. Visit the “Join 
In” section to learn more about many 
opportunities to get involved in our 
ministries. 

We hope that you enjoy this new take on 
the e-newsletter coming out August 14!

Our E–newsletter Has a New Look!
BY SOFIA BELLO-MORALES, SUMMER COMMUNICATIONS INTERN

DEATHS 

10.23.23 - 05.24.18 
ANN SATHER

01.02.27 - 05.28.18 
BOB PERKINS

05.23.21 - 06.17.18 
ELEANOR RYDHOLM

BAPTISMS

06.10.18 
MAXWELL HOVLAND CARNEY

06.10.18 
MARLIN HERBERT KLABO IV

07.01.18 
SAMANTHA DALE AND  
SAYLOR SHARILYN JENSEN

07.15.18 
HENRIK THOMAS NELSON

07.29.18 
ANTON AUGUST FUERCH

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

P E R F O RM I N G
SCHEDULE

ARTS

GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S

AUGUST 9 
A day trip to St. Cloud, with a visit to 
the famous church at St. John’s as well 
as other nearby sites.

SEPTEMBER 6
A history re-enactor will perform, with 
lunch served in Fellowship Hall.

OCTOBER 4  
A tour of the new Bell Museum, on the 
University of Minnesota St. Paul 
Campus, which brings together science, 
art and the environment with a unique 
Minnesota perspective. This new natural 
history museum features a digital 
planetarium, high-tech exhibits, famous 
wildlife dioramas, outdoor learning 
experiences and more. 

NOVEMBER 8 
To be announced.

DECEMBER 13  
The traditional Christmas 
buffet returns.

BY KAREN WILKINSON
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Wednesday evening, October 24, the Hunger Team will be hosting a Wednesday evening experience, including a meal, worship 
and a conversation with Mike Lloyd, executive director of Community Emergency Services (CES). Good Shepherd has long 
been a major contributor of groceries to CES’s Phillips Neighborhood food shelf, which is experiencing an increased demand 
this summer as children on school break cannot receive free/reduced cost school lunches. Mike will speak with us about why 
in this time of high employment there is still an ongoing need for food shelves and for government programs such as SNAP 
(food stamps). Come eat together, pray together and learn more about the needs of hungry people in the Twin Cities.

In addition to our monthly grocery collections for CES, the people of Good Shepherd fight hunger through service at Camden 
Promise Food Shelf, Loaves & Fishes, the Simpson Shelter, Feed My Starving Children and Meals on Wheels. We also speak 
out for the hungry through offerings of letters with Bread for the World as well as with e-mails and phone calls to our elected 
representatives. The conversation on October 24 will give us an opportunity to review what we are doing now and what more 
we could do in the future.

BY ALLAN CAMPBELL

Hunger Team Sponsors Conversation with Meal, Worship
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Save Sunday, September 30, to join others as we say farewell and 
godspeed to Pastor Debra Samuelson as she embarks on her retirement 
and new adventures with her granddaughter, Esther! Pastor Samuelson 
will preach at both the 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. services. Later in the day, 
you’re invited to a reception from 3:00 to 3:50 p.m., followed by a hymn 
festival at 4:30 p.m featuring her favorite hymns with choir and brass 
and reflections from members about her ministry with us. The musical 
prelude begins at 4:15 p.m. Please plan to be a part of this milestone in 
the life of our faith community at which we will celebrate the past and 
look to the future. Remember to bring Kleenex.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

The prophet Habakkuk (pronounced kind of like Keokuk, 
Iowa – not helpful, sorry; pronounced: huh-BAK-uhk) speaks 
of a message that God delivered to him:

Then the lord answered me and said: 
Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it 
  (Habakkuk 2:2).

God’s vision – quite literally what God causes God’s chosen 
people to see – is to be written large, written BIG; either so 
absolutely huge that a jogger, jogging past, might read it 
on-the-run, or just so super-sized that the same jogger could 
read it out loud while carrying it as he runs.  

This vision is meant, it seems, to be our vision, to be the way 
we see the world and our place in it. That is a daunting 
prospect. For me, it begs two kinds of questions:

1. Just what is God’s vision? 

2.  What would our day to day life look like, if we had 
God’s vision?

So what does God’s vision look like...or see like?

Here are some of the ways that vision is envisioned in the 
Bible:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts  
(Isaiah 55:8-9).

Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge?
  Gird up your loins like a man,

         I will question you, and you shall 
    declare to me.
  Where were you when I laid the 
  foundation of the earth?
    Tell me, if you have understanding 
    (Job 38:2-4).

 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
 Even before a word is on my tongue,
   O Lord, you know it completely.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
   it is so high that I cannot attain it 
   (Psalm 139:1, 4, 6).

The idea, in all of this, is that God’s vision is beyond us, 
other, different. This comes into play elsewhere in the Bible 
as we are told that God sees the hearts, not the outside of 
people (1 Samuel 16:7) and that God sees the people that we 
(maybe) don’t (Deuteronomy 10:17-18).

In other words, God’s vision is different than ours – a higher 
perspective, a dove’s-eye view, beyond us, in and of ourselves, 
but a vision that God gives us, and that we are called upon to 
adopt.

All of which begs the second question: What would our 
day-to-day life look like, if we had God’s vision?

And there is the question that we are called upon to ask, 
each of us of ourselves, and together: What, if...?

God’s Vision, Our Vision?
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scripture story

BY BETH HELGEN



We Will Not Forget the Water!

8

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

9

BY KAREN WALHOF

"In Baptism it is Christ 

who brings the 

children, holds them in 

his arms and receives 

them as members of 

his body."

–MARTIN LUTHER 

Jim, Max &  
Kate Carney

Samantha, Saylor  
and Sadie Jensen  
with parents  
Soren & Sasha

During the course of this spring and summer, 12 children will have been baptized at Good Shepherd – in the courtyard and in 
the sanctuary; sometimes just one child, at other times more; most often infants, but sometimes older children. Each time the 
children are brought by their parents, surrounded by sponsors, baptized in water with the Word, and then received by the 
congregation with thanks and joy. 

We are eager to see the water on the child’s head, hear the words “marked with the cross of Christ forever,” see the pride and 
love of the family, speak the words of welcome, then watch the expression on the face of each child while being introduced to 
those gathered. We’re family now!

The questions asked of parents in the rite strike at the heart of their role as nurturers of faith: “As you bring your child to receive 
the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities...Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and 
life?” A couple of the parents of these baptized children talk about their insights into the sacrament and their reasons for bringing 
their child to be baptized:

Kate Hyland and Tryg Throntveit, parents of Louie, 
emphasize the unity and community baptism brings: 
“Though we come from different traditions, both of us 
were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ and have drawn 
comfort throughout our lives from that fact. We want to 
be able to tell Louie that he, too, will have a whole 
community of people who have witnessed his baptism 
and will support him in living out its promise. For us, 
baptism is as much a collective as an individual sacrament. 
It marks the baptized as a member of the body of Christ 
and also as a member of a specific community of believers 
and caretakers. After several years ‘in the wilderness’ 
following our return to Minnesota, Good Shepherd felt 
like a place we could depend on to care not only for Louie 
but for all four of us.”

Kate Carney, mother of Max, talks of tradition and the role 
of sponsors: “There were really two reasons we wanted to get 
Max baptized. The first was that it brought Max into the 
tradition in which I was raised, and it welcomed him into this 
much larger community of people. I was baptized at Good 
Shepherd and wanted to carry on that tradition with my son. 
Jim and I believe that all people are precious, regardless of 
their faith or whether or not they’ve been baptized, which 
brings me to the second reason we had for having Max 
baptized. Growing up, godparents were a big deal in my 
family. My sister and I are close to our godparents and have 
always understood those relationships to be special. By having 
Max baptized, we were able to give him godparents – two 
people who will watch out for him not only physically and 
emotionally but spiritually as well, which is a really cool thing.”

As the people of God at Good Shepherd, we also make a baptismal vow for each child – to support and pray for them, to walk 
with them throughout their life-long baptismal journey, to welcome them “into the mission we share.” 

And, at every baptism, God’s promise is reaffirmed for each of us: We are God’s children, dearly loved and forever claimed. 

BAPTISMS:
Maxwell Hovland Carney, 06.10.18 
Son of Kate & Jim Carney 

Marlin Herbert Klabo IV, 06.10.18 
Son of Kiaja & Marlin Klabo 

Samantha Dale and  
Saylor Sharilyn Jensen, 07.01.18 
Daughters of Sasha & Soren Jensen 

Henrik Thomas Nelson, 07.15.18 
Son of Erienne & Brett Nelson

Anton August Fuerch, 07.29.18 
Son of Matt & Brie Fuerch

Louie Throntveit, 08.05.18 
Son of Tryg Throntveit & Kate Hyland                    

Boden, Hudson and  
London Winter, 08.19.18 
Children of Chad & Stephanie Winter 

Ada Mae Ikola, 08.26.18 
Daughter of William & Ellen Ikola

Baby Buszin, 09.23.18 
Child of Justin Buszin & Mary Logeais

THIs sUMMER

A dozEN

Mason, Justin Buszin, 
Mary Logeais 

and Colin Buszin

Matt & Anton, Brie  
& Leon Fuerch

Ada Mae &  
William Ikola
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If you were to walk down into the church 
basement and step into the Youth Room 
around 7:00 p.m. on a Wednesday night, 
you might see a group of students and 
adults playing a giant group game of 
rock–paper–scissors. Or you may see kids 
attempting to eat Oreos resting on their 
noses without using their hands. Mark 
Halvorson admits that “on the outside, it 
just looks really silly,” but for him, there’s 
a method to all of this madness. 

Mark is Good Shepherd’s Director of 
Youth and Family Ministry. As part of 
this role, Mark leads Confirmation for 
middle school students every Wednesday 
night throughout the school year. 
Traditionally, the function of Confirmation 
within the church has been to affirm, or 
confirm, if you will, the vows made for 
kids by their loved ones at baptism. But 
Mark recognizes the potential for it to be 
much more. He views Confirmation as an 
opportunity for kids to ask important 
questions and discover their own faith, to 
have fun together, to connect Bible lessons 
to the outside world and, most importantly, 
to provide an environment where kids are 
reminded of how much they are loved. 

Although Noah’s Ark and tales of loaves 
and fishes are important, for Mark this is 
the crux of Confirmation: “Through the 
way that Good Shepherd loves its kids, it 
has created a confirmation curriculum that 
is far and above anything you could buy 
on a shelf,” he explained. “You can 

program a kid 24 hours a day, but if they’re 
not aware of how much they’re loved, it’s 
not going to take root.” Mark believes that 
“if a kid has a garbage day, and they show 
up, and they talk about how much that 
day kind of sucked, and an adult listens 
and responds and is empathetic, that goes 
a whole lot further than ‘Can you recite 
all 10 commandments in order right now?’”

Part of this loving environment is the 
ability to play and laugh together. “There’s 
something about playing together that just 
builds community,” said Mark. That’s why 
activities like massive games of rock–
paper–scissors and Oreo challenges are so 
important. They foster bonds between 
middle school students and their high 
school and adult leaders, which then allow 
for more productive conversations to take 
place, whether about a Bible story or the 
world around them.

During Confirmation, students are able 
to discuss and dissect the Bible stories they 
learn with their leaders. Together, they 
talk about where they see themselves in 
these stories, what stands out to them, 
what does or doesn’t make sense. 
Conversations like these are vital to the 
process of allowing students to develop 
their own understandings of faith, and of 
what it means to be loved by God. Mark 
explained that “As their brains are moving 
from concrete to abstract, middle school 
students are starting to ask bigger questions 
than some of the nuts and bolts of Sunday 

Confirmation:  
Conversation, Questions, Craziness, Service 

BY CLARA LARSON

school stories. They’re okay asking ‘why?’” 

But in Mark’s eyes, developing one’s faith 
goes beyond understanding Bible stories. 
In Confirmation, he emphasizes the 
importance of connecting those lessons 
from the Bible to the world around us. 
One way of doing so is discussing current 
events, as they did in Confirmation the 
week following the Las Vegas shooting. 
“I will gladly set aside a lesson about a part 
of scripture if it means that a conversation 
about something tragic in the lives of kids 
can take place in a building where, at the 
end of that conversation, we can embrace 
and close in prayer,” said Mark. “And to 
have that be a part of a ‘confirmation 
experience,’ I think, is kind of rare, and 
it’s something that Good Shepherd has 
always valued.”

Another crucial way of bridging Bible 
stories and the world around us is through 
service. Every year, one Wednesday night 
of Confirmation is set aside for kids and 
leaders to assemble bags of toiletries, socks, 
snacks and other necessities to give out to 
people asking for food or money on the 
side of the road. Each kid who wants to 
participate is given one of the bags to leave 
in their parents’ car. Mark says, “Being of 
service to others is a huge part of how any 
Confirmation curriculum will take root, 
because this generation wants to serve as 
much as, if not more than, sitting and 
learning about the idea of serving.”

Fall has always been my favorite season. I loved the beginning 
of a new school year and the fresh start. And every year, just 
before school started, I would get a couple new outfits for the 
new school year – a real treat for someone who normally wore 
hand-me-downs from her older sister. 

Even though it’s been almost half a century since I started my 
senior year of high school, I still remember and feel the 
excitement of new clothes and a new school year. Unfortunately, 
what was normal for me is not the norm for many kids living 
in the Camden neighborhood in north Minneapolis. New 
back-to-school clothes are a luxury that many families simply 
cannot afford. Members of Good Shepherd can make it possible 
for the Camden kids to share in the excitement of new (“gently 
used”) clothes for a new school year.

On Saturday, August 18, we will host a giant “parking lot sale” 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
(Camden Promise ministry), where neighborhood families will 
be able to select and “purchase” school clothes as well as 
household items. (Non-monetary “payment” will be determined 
by the Camden Promise program directors.)

Back-to-School Clothes
Parents know what kids like to wear and need for back-to-school. 
Some of the public and charter schools have switched to school 
uniforms for pre-K through high school. As a result, some families 
need both “regular” school clothes and school uniforms. School 
uniforms are the same for both boys and girls: khaki pants with 
a navy blue polo shirt. (Some schools also allow red or white polo 
shirts. Girls are permitted to wear khaki skirts but are required 
to wear khaki pants on gym days.) You can help by donating new 
or gently used khaki pants and navy blue polo shirts. Or, you can 
write a check to Good Shepherd and include “Camden Promise” 
or “school uniforms” on the memo line. Currently several retailers 
are selling uniforms for $15 to $30. 

Fall and Winter Clothes
In addition to school uniforms and school clothes, we need 
donations of new and gently used fall and winter clothes, 
especially boots, jackets, mittens and gloves. All sizes for children 
and adults are needed; larger adult sizes are always in short 
supply. Given the physical space limitations, please only bring 
fall/winter items; there’s simply nowhere to store spring/summer 
clothes.

Household Items
While the families appreciate the clothes at the Camden Promise 
Clothes Closet, they also need common household items. 
Unfortunately, there simply isn’t enough space in the Camden 
Promise facility for that. When we do have sheets, blankets, 
towels, dishes, etc., they are snatched up in the blink of an eye.

The August 18 parking lot sale will finally give us the space we 
need for new and gently used household items. This will be a 
perfect opportunity for you to go round up the pots, pans, 
measuring cups, tableware, dishes, glasses, towels, sheets, 
blankets and other items that you no longer use that another 
family needs. Bring clothes and household items (no furniture 
please!) to the South Multi-purpose Room.

You can also help by sorting items (August 16 and 17) or by 
helping with the parking lot sale on August 18. Contact Karen 
Walhof at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-618-1439 
to volunteer.

Your contribution of new and gently used school uniforms, 
school clothes, fall/winter clothes (especially outerwear) for 
adults and children, household items and cash for new school 
uniforms will make a real difference to our Camden neighbors. 
And just as important as the physical goods, it’s important for 
people to know that someone – someone they’ll never even meet 
– cares enough about them to help.

Good Shepherd Hosts  
Parking Lot Sale at Camden Promise

BY PAT SYKES
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Wednesday nights will follow in large part the schedule 
established last year, with buck-a-slice pizza at 5:30, adult 
education, chapel prayer, and Alleluia, Carolers, Choristers and 
Cantáre choir rehearsals at 6:00 p.m. Good Shepherd Choir 
rehearsal, Confirmation and Senior High Youth start at 7:00 p.m. 
The only change is that, instead of two adult education options, 
classes and conversations will be combined into one series.

Try it out! Come for learning and community, experience 
 the joy of life together as God’s people.

12 13

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

There’s a treasure trove of learning opportunities for adults this fall at Good Shepherd. Both Lifelines on 
Sunday and Wednesday U classes provide times for listening and sharing, growing together in faith. 

Lifelines begins with a seven-week study of the Fulton Catechism, includes two sessions led by Pastor Del 
Jacobson on Luther’s understanding of the sacraments, explores 3:16s, then looks at the Gospel of Matthew 
in preparation for the readings after Christmas.

This year for Wednesday U, we’re combining classes and conversations into one series. We start with a 
four-week series of classes on the ministries at Good Shepherd. Next, learners can explore their gifts 
through the StrengthsFinder process. On October 24, don’t miss the Hunger Team Event (see page 6). 
We again will have the privilege of learning more about Reformation themes and history on October 31 
with a guest speaker. Three weeks of conversations follow. A three-week series of classes on “a child-like 
faith” complete this calendar year’s schedule.

Adult Education

SEPTEMBER 9

16

23

30

OCTOBER 7

 
14

21

 
28

NOVEMBER 4

11

18

25

 
DECEMBER 2

9

16

 
23

30

LIFELINES SCHEDULE: 

Fulton Catechism: First Things First

Fulton Catechism: Faith & Love 

Fulton Catechism: What Is the Church?

Pastor Samuelson’s last Sunday

Fulton Catechism:  Life with God,  
Life with Each Other  

Fulton Catechism: What is a Christian?

Fulton Catechism:
What Lutheran Christians Have to Offer

Fulton Catechism: Next Things Next 

Heritage Sunday: “All Saints, All Hands”

Sacrament of Baptism (Del Jacobson)

Sacrament of Communion (Del Jacobson)

3:16s 

 
3:16s 

3:16s 

God With Us: An Introduction  
to the Gospel of Matthew

No Lifelines 

No Lifelines

12

19

26

3

10

 
17

24

 
31

7

14

21

28

 
5

12

19

 
26

2

Worship at Good Shepherd

Learning at Good Shepherd

Outreach at Good Shepherd

Music at Good Shepherd

StrengthsFinder  
   

MEA – no Wednesday U

Hunger Team Event
 

Reformation Lecture

Church in Ethiopia and Uruguay

Jeff Burrows (China)

Mike & Kay Thomes (Italy) 

What It Means to Live a  
Child-like Faith

...a Child-like Faith 

...a Child-like Faith 

Winter break – no Wednesday U 

 
Winter break – no Wednesday U

Winter break – no Wednesday U

WEDNESDAY U SCHEDULE:

FOR THE FALL
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AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD
BY RALPH JOHNSON

WORSHIP AND MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES IN FALL 2018 

Music is one of the core ministries of Good Shepherd. It offers opportunities for people of all ages to help in 
leading and enriching the worship of God’s people through singing, ringing and playing instruments. In 
September, we restart our weekly vocal and bell choir rehearsals, along with our regular schedule of offering 
the gift of music in worship on Sundays. We invite you to be part of the fun and deep satisfaction of sharing 
this gift with a responsive and grateful congregation.

Good Shepherd has six wonderful musical ensembles for all ages and interests. Fun times, beautiful music, no 
experience necessary! Look below and find one (or more) to sample.

BELL CHOIR | adult handbell choir | Tor Johnson, director | Mondays, 6-7:15 p.m.

ALLELUIA CHOIR | age 3-Kindergarten | Laurie Dehmlow, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:25 p.m.

CAROLER CHOIR | 1st-3rd grade | Laurie Dehmlow, director | Wednesdays, 6:25-7 p.m.

CHORISTER CHOIR | 4th-6th grade | Tor Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:45 p.m.

CANTÁRE | 7th-12th grade | Ralph Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 6-6:45 p.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHOIR | post high school-adult | Ralph Johnson, director | Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSICIANS – There are many opportunities for instrumentalists of all kinds to share your 
gifts of music with the people at Good Shepherd. If you are interested in playing for worship or other events, 
please contact Ralph Johnson (ralph.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org). 
 
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS FOR WORSHIP AND MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD IN FALL 2018

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 7:15 P.M. 
Rally Day Pop-up Choir rehearsal in the Choir Room. All are welcome to experience the fun of singing 
together as we prepare to lead the congregation in our opening kick-off worship services.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 8:15 AND 10:30 A.M. 
Rally Day worship services with Pop-up Choir.

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AND 12 
First rehearsals for all choirs.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
A day of farewell and thanksgiving for the ministry of Pastor Debra Samuelson here at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd. Pastor Samuelson will preach her final sermons at both 8:15 and 10:30 services. 

A reception in her honor will be held at 3:00 p.m., followed by a “Festival of Pastor Deb’s Favorite Hymns” at 
4:30 (with a special prelude at 4:15). Music by Good Shepherd choirs and instrumentalists and special words 
from friends and congregational members will adorn the day as we fill the church with love and gratitude for 
this special servant of Christ as she retires from ministry.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 8:15 AND 10:30 A.M. 
Encore presentation of Robert Moran’s beautiful Trinity Requiem, composed in honor of the tenth anniversary 
of 9/11, and presented by the Good Shepherd Choir, organ and instrumental ensemble. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 7:00 P.M. 
Thanksgiving Eve worship service featuring Holden Evening Prayer (and pie for dessert!).

THIS YEAR WE 
CELEBRATE HERITAGE 
SUNDAY ON ALL SAINTS' 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4.
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10
QUESTIONS WITH 

LAURIE DEHMLOW
BY ANN BURCKHARDT

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING 
THE DIRECTOR OF THE ALLELUIA AND 
CHORISTER CHOIRS?

I love the joy and enthusiasm that young children 
bring to music. They are uninhibited with their 
voices and bodies, and that allows the process to 
be authentic. I feel blessed to work in environments 
where faith is shared. Our lyrics involve Bible 
stories and faith concepts, many of which have 
to be explained in age-appropriate terms. It is 
incredibly fulf illing to see a child make the 
connection and “get it.” It is incredibly humbling 
when they shine a light in a new direction and 
suddenly I “get it” in a whole new way.

DID YOU START THE CHOIRS OR WERE THEY 
STARTED BY ANOTHER DIRECTOR?

I was hired in 1989 or 1990 by Phillip Spencer, 
who was then the organist and music director. 
He had directed one year of Alleluia Choir on 
Tuesdays, then directing the Chorister Choir and 
Senior Choir on Wednesdays. Esther Cook 
directed the Carolers on Wednesdays. It was 
decided to bring the Alleluia Choir to Wednesdays, 
and so another director was needed. Things have 
evolved through the years to our present schedule.

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE WHEN 
TEACHING AND DIRECTING SUCH YOUNG 
CHILDREN?

As a music educator, I am always concerned about 
age-appropriate musical development. That has 
to be balanced with presenting the music in 
worship. Above all, it has to engage the singers 
so they take ownership. 

DO YOU DEVELOP THE HAND MOTIONS THAT 
ACCOMPANY MANY OF THE SONGS THE LITTLE 
ONES PERFORM, OR ARE THEY AVAILABLE IN 
SONG BOOKS?

Some movements are musical in purpose, emphasizing 
beat or rhythm. Some movements represent words 
or concepts in the song. Oftentimes, I ask the kids 
what movement we should make, and they will create 
many interesting(!) ideas. Occasionally, a song comes 
with movement suggestions.

OVER THE YEARS, ENTIRE FAMILIES MUST HAVE 
MOVED INTO AND OUT OF YOUR CHOIRS. DO 
YOU RECALL A FAMILY OR TWO THAT HAS 
PARTICIPATED OVER SEVERAL YEARS?

There have been several! Off the top, I think of the 
Larsons, the Steins and the Brinkman/Prange clan. 
So far, no one has brought me the next generation, 
but I know they are out there! 

WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO BECOME  
A CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR?

Like many artistic types, I was piecing together jobs 
to make a whole. At the time, the schedule worked 
well with my own rehearsal and performance 
schedule. God is all-knowing, and I found in time 
that the various jobs God led me into were the perfect 
combination as my own performing schedule 
diminished. 

COULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR MUSICAL 
TRAINING? DO YOU PLAY THE PIANO? WHAT 
VOICE DO YOU SING? 

I have a Bachelor of Science in Music Education 
PreK-12 (a double major of both music and 
education). I have a Masters of Music in Vocal 
Performance and Pedagogy. I am a classically trained 
soprano, and I play utilitarian piano at best. ( Just 
ask the kids.)

COULD YOU TELL US ABOUT OTHER VENUES 
WHERE YOU TEACH MUSIC? 

At St. Joseph’s School of Music in St. Paul I teach 
private voice lessons for teens and adults, voice classes 
for pre-teens and music literacy classes for children. 
I teach elementary music at Blessed Trinity Catholic 
School in Richfield for ages 3 to grade 3. I also teach 
preschool theatre classes for both Children’s Theatre 
in Minneapolis and Steppingstone Theatre in  
St. Paul.
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I LEARNED THAT YOU AND YOUR HUSBAND 
ENJOY YOUR HORSES AND DOGS AND LIKE 
TO GO ICE DANCING. WHAT ATTRACTED YOU 
TO ICE DANCING? 

The combination of artistic expression and athletic 
skill. I love feeling the movement match and 
express the music. I also enjoy the variety of 
musical styles. One dance session will have 
everything from a hoedown to disco to cha-cha 
to foxtrot to waltz! I am also drawn to the 
challenge of developing the skills, much like I 
developed my voice. 

IS THERE A PIECE OF CHILDREN’S MUSIC 
THAT YOU LOVE AS MUCH AS THE CHILDREN 
DO? 

The beauty of working with this age is that we 
are always in the moment! We enjoy what we are 
doing right now. In the last two or three years I 
keep getting requests for “Hush! Somebody’s 
Callin’ My Name” and “Walk Together Children,” 
both spirituals that combine the two choirs.

This summer, Good Shepherd is hosting two college 
interns in our office space.  

Sofia Bello-Morales is the summer communications 
intern for our church, while Farhan Sadiq is the summer 
strategy intern for UpTurnships. Both are completing 
their internships as participants in UpTurnships.

UpTurnships matches under-resourced college students 
with paid internships in the Twin Cities while providing 
them with personal career coaching. It was founded in 
2014 by Julie Burrows with with a grant from the Good 
Shepherd Foundation, and is currently run by Libby 
Trader and congregation members Julie Burrows and 
Marianne Malko. To date, the nonprofit has successfully 
sponsored 116 UpTurns.

Good Shepherd intern Sofia, from Brooklyn Center, 
Minnesota, is a rising senior at Augsburg University with 
majors in business management and marketing. As the 
communications intern, she has worked under the 
supervision of Laura Stein to update Good Shepherd’s 
website, newsletter template and social media pages. 

UpTurnships intern Farhan spent his childhood in Lahore, 
Pakistan, before moving to the United States to attend 
Macalester College. He is now a rising junior, studying 
economics and data science. Under the supervision of 
Julie Burrows, he is providing strategic program analysis 
and data analysis for UpTurnships, in addition to drafting 
their annual report. 

Kudos to Laurie for her talents and her steadfast service 
with our younger choirs. She is uniquely prepared for 
this role as described below.

Thanks,  
   Interns!

BY CLARA 
LARSON
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This fall, Good Shepherd, along with partners at Our Redeemer 
Oromo Congregation, Ebenezer Oromo Congregation and 
Emmaus Oromo Congregation, will begin working with Global 
Health Ministries and Aira Hospital on a project to provide 
medical equipment for the clinics that relate to Aira Hospital. 
We have, for 10 years, supported Aira Hospital in various ways. 
Now we will be focusing on the clinics in several towns in 
western Ethiopia. These clinics have been established for some 
time, but they have been poorly equipped and staffed. Now we 
have an opportunity to help make those clinics key elements 
of health care in the west.

Rachel Stein traveled to Ethiopia in late 2015 to assist in looking 
at the needs of the hospital. She was immediately struck by 
how the clinics, if properly outfitted, could provide crucial 
health care to God’s people. She writes of the needs there and 
the significant care even simple equipment could provide:

The importance of the clinics.   
In any healthcare system, it is important for people to have 
access to medical care in their own community. Providing 
this care is an issue in rural healthcare throughout the world. 
In rural Ethiopia it is even more difficult due to lack of 
transportation and resources. The outlying clinics in western 
Ethiopia are important because they provide care close to 
home. If people are not able to get care at the clinics, they 
might have to travel to another health center or Aira 
Hospital. Because of a lack of functional vehicles, patients 
frequently walk for days to receive care. This is a huge burden 
for families and this type of travel can also be dangerous, 
especially when in need of medical care. Improving these 
clinics would greatly improve the quality of life for people in 
these communities. 

The current condition of the clinics.   
We saw a variety of clinics while we were in Ethiopia. In 
some of the smaller clinics, like Dila Clinic, even basic 
improvements would help dramatically in the care they are 
able to provide for patients. They need equipment as simple 
as blood pressure cuffs, baby scales and maternity kits. Dila 
Clinic also had a new building that they weren’t able to 
utilize due to lack of lighting. Four rooms in this building 
weren’t being used for patients at all. 

Some of the larger clinics, such as Chalia Clinic, were bigger 
and had more resources, but they still were in need of basic 
medical equipment, especially related to maternity care. This 
clinic had the ability to be a large birthing center for the area. 
With additional supplies, many women could stay in their 
community to give birth, rather than traveling to Aira Hospital. 

Equipping the clinics helps Aira Hospital.  
Aira Hospital is a very busy hospital, frequently with more 
patients than beds. Enabling more people to receive basic 
medical and maternity care in their community would free 
up resources at the hospital to focus on higher levels of 
medical care and surgeries. Also, quicker care close to home 
sometimes means less severe illness, so hospital care is not 
warranted.

Personnel at the clinics.  
The most recent class of graduates from Aira Nursing 
School are trained as midwives, a recent government 
requirement. Many of those midwives plan to work at 
various clinics throughout the area which did not have 
midwives available to them before this. Providing 
additional supplies to these clinics will be important in 
allowing these midwives to provide safe maternity care in 
their community.

We have a head start on this project because the memorials 
given at Phil Jacobson’s death have been designated for this 
project. Global Health Ministries is holding the funds until 
we are ready to act. Additional funds may be necessary, but 
Phil’s memorial gifts provide a beginning boost.

If you have a passion for improving healthcare among our 
brothers and sisters in Ethiopia and would like to join this task 
force, contact Karen Walhof at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.
org or 612-618-1439. We’ll start meeting in September.

Aira Hospital Taskforce Plans to  

    Equip Western Ethiopian Clinics 
BY RACHEL STEIN AND KAREN WALHOF



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

FIND MORE WAYS 
YOU CAN SERVE!

MINISTRIES FOR 2018-2019

JOIN IN
 The Join In booklet for 2018-2019 will be available on 

Sunday, August 5, ready for you to pick up and use. 

It describes and provides dates for the wide array of 

ministries that Good Shepherd supports, to which 

God has called us — worship, music, learning, care of 

members, serving at Good Shepherd, performing arts, 

outreach. It’s for all ages! Talk with your family about 

the ministries that interest you. Pray that you hear 

God’s call in your life. Then take out your calendar 

and mark it so you don’t miss anything! To worship, 

learn and serve together is the blessing and 

responsibility of our baptism. Don’t forget the water!

Good Shepherd – where love comes to life!


