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TOGETHER

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE

“There is a selflessness among them…” 
This is what our Director of Youth and Family, Mark Halvorson, says about our 
Good Shepherd youth in the article about the service events our young people are 
engaging in this summer (pages 6, 7).  Many of our youth are volunteering for 
Vacation Bible School (page 8), doing their part to ensure our children know the 
stories of Jesus. Three of our youth are a part of the new leadership for Families 
Moving Forward (page 12). Thank you to Bob Stein for his many years of leadership 
in this ministry, and to our new leadership team, Allan & Louise Campbell, Chris 
& Lucy Hahn, Doug & Brita Taracks and Erik & Kari Meyer with their daughters.
Our youth have learned that selflessness – from their parents and from this community 
of faith that surrounds them. At our Synod Assembly this year, held May 4-5, Good 
Shepherd received the Servant of Christ award, an award from Lutheran Social 
Service that recognizes a congregation in the synod as a leader in social ministry in 
the community (back cover). Congratulations, dear people of Good Shepherd, for 
receiving this honor!
Another exciting part of our Synod Assembly this year was the re-election of our 
bishop, Ann Svennungsen. With the announcement of her election, the assembly 
burst into spontaneous, thunderous applause, rising to our feet in joy. She is a fabulous 
bishop and I am thrilled she and our synod staff will continue to lead the Minneapolis 
Area Synod for the next six years.   
Have you ever wondered about the beautiful table and communion linens we see 
each Sunday? Read about them and the history of Hardanger in “The Hardanger 
Connection” (page 9). You’ll discover the Golden Shepherd’s activities on page 4 
and summer worship and music on pages 14 and 15.
Pastor Jacobson gifts readers with a Bible study, a regular feature of this magazine 
(page 13). Our lead article (pages 10-11), so beautifully written, addresses many of 
your questions about the upcoming pastoral transition!

Blessings to you, dear friends in Christ. You are a people, blessed – to be a blessing.

Pastor Debra Samuelson
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Once again this June and July, children and 
teachers will fill the halls and rooms at 
Good Shepherd during the Summer 
Musical Theater Camps. The air will be 
charged with their energy and excitement at 
learning more about singing, dancing, 
drumming, and stagecraft. See and hear 
their talents at performances at 7:00 p.m. on 
June 27 and 28 for kids going into 1st grade 
through 4th grade, and on July 18 and 19 
for kids going into 4th grade through 8th 
grade.

GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S 
 

BY KAREN WILKINSON

HAVE PLANS FOR THE SUMMER

On June 7, the Golden Shepherds will gather in Fellowship 
Hall for lunch, followed by a talk by Mark Seeley, 
meteorology and climatology professor emeritus at the 
University of Minnesota and weather commentator on 
public radio and TV. Come at 12:30 for lunch, then hear 
Dr. Seeley.
There will be no program in July, due to the 4th of July.
For August, stay tuned! Arrangements are being made. 

This year’s grant to Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd from the Fairview 
Interfaith Health Collaborative was 
recently received, dedicated and put into 
immediate use. This kitchen set 
encourages creative play in ways that 
foster relationship skills of sharing and 
caring for one another. The Post-it Notes 
on the fridge reflect the children’s 
blessings. Thank you to Ingrid Krafve, 
Meghan Brogan and Heather Roth 
Johnson for helping identify a need for 
this year’s gift, and to Dorothy Ellerbroek 
for initiating the request to Fairview.
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WHAT IS  
PROJECT 31?
Project 31 has been a 
way to celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation, 
and the gift of 
justification by grace 
through faith which 
Luther returned to the 
church. Kicking off on 
Reformation Sunday last 
October 31, Project 31 
has continued on each 
of the thirty-first days of 
the month and 
culminates at this 
summer fundraiser  
and celebration.

Mark your calendar for a summer fundraiser and celebration on Thursday, May 31, from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd! This event will be the grand finale for the church’s 
Project 31 effort. Money raised from the event will benefit the church’s ministries for homeless 
and hungry people.
Sponsored by the Stewardship Team, a variety of fun activities will be offered for people of all 
ages, including food, drinks, music and fun. Delicious foods prepared by “Chef Jeffs” (Larson 
and Burrows) at attractive prices.

•  Kids and family carnival featuring a jump house, face painting and photo booth, as well as a 
dunk tank where, for a meager $5, you can attempt to dunk Pastor Samuelson!

• Silent auction with items donated by congregation members
•  An incredible dessert to wrap up the evening as we hear the results (and, perhaps, if financial 

goals are met, witness a unique hair coloring for another pastor)

In addition, there will be music, with three different musical acts: 
• “The Fleshpots of Egypt” (https://www.facebook.com/fleshpotsofegypt)
• The Urban Hillbilly Quartet (http://www.UrbanHillbillyQuartet.com)
• Good Shepherd’s own Irregular Meeters

All Good Shepherd members, family, friends and our neighbors are invited. According to 
Pastor Jacobson, the May 31 event “seemed like a good way to wrap up the program year, to 
make a point of celebrating the many wonderful things God has done and will continue to be 
doing here in this place. We do many things together as a congregation, and celebrating our 
life together is important, both for the people of this place, and for the community around us.”

project 31  
summer fundraiser and celebration: 
a fun event for a good cause

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
The Stewardship Team is looking for volunteers  
who can:

•  Donate silent auction items
•  Serve food
•  Help with setup
•  Work at the carnival
•  Wrap up silent auction items
•  Be a cashier
•  Help with clean up
Go online to sign up, go to the Welcome Desk,  
or phone the church office to volunteer.
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Summertime – a time we all anticipate, especially students. Of 
course, it’s a time to relax and enjoy time away from school. But 
for some young people of Good Shepherd it’s a time for an 
opportunity to serve and grow. Middle school and high school 
students every year participate in mission programs that reach 
out to our neighbors here and across the country. 
In July, high school students in grades 9-12 will travel to Kentucky 
for a week, making homes in the Appalachian area warmer, safer 
and drier. In hot, humid weather they will work on roofing, 
drywall and making homes wheelchair accessible. The work is 
hard and dirty. But Mark Halvorson, youth director and leader 
of these projects, says the students come away saying it was one 
of the best experiences in their lives. And they have fun! 
Friendships flourish and laughter abounds as they learn about 
the people of Kentucky and find ways to be of service. And, most 
importantly, they discover the neighbors who Jesus asks us to 
care for. 
These experiences change the way high school kids see what is 
in their own city in many ways. It helps them become more 
aware of the needs right at home, and they are no longer numb 
to what is around them. The people of Kentucky are our neighbors 
just as those who live nearby in the Twin Cities. The youth see 
that being of service is the mission of the church of which they 
are a part. And they learn that, as they make service to others 
an important part of their life, they can still continue their own 
interests in sports, music and other extracurricular activities. 
“With the service projects we do here at church and in the 
community, a big goal is to build and develop the giving muscles. 
By starting young and engaging students of all ages in service 
to others, we are working to help make service to others a part 
of the way we experience our faith,” says Mark about the youth 
program. 

Youth Are Part of the 
Solution This Summer

BY DONNA CLARK

The high school group is made up primarily of students who 
participated in middle school and want to continue growing in 
their service to others. Often they invite friends to join. They 
find the value of this experience motivates them to share with 
others. Mark says this validates the worthwhileness of the 
program far more than any advertising he could do.  
The middle school program is called the Summer of Service 
(SOS). Students in grades 6-8 have two opportunities to serve 
in the Twin Cities area. The first is an overnight at the Simpson 
Housing Services in South Minneapolis on a June weekend 
where they prepare and serve dinner and breakfast. The second 
is in August, when they again spend a Saturday night at Simpson 
House serving meals, and then come to Sunday morning worship 
at Good Shepherd to share and expand upon the experience. 
The Simpson United Methodist Church donated its building 
to the Housing Services program in order to serve the growing 
homeless population. They can feed 100 people daily, and they 
provide housing for many families. 
There are other ongoing service events for middle school kids, 
including Camden Promise (hot dog dinners, plus food shelf 
and clothes closet), Loaves & Fishes and Meals on Wheels. The 
goal of the middle school program is for young people to learn 
about what is in their own backyard. Hungry and homeless 
families don’t always live far away. They are our neighbors.
In reflecting on the importance of these mission trips, Mark 
says, “This generation of young people is not disconnected from 
the problems of society. They want to be part of the solution in 
whatever way they find possible. There is a selflessness among 
them that is different from generations of the past.” 
More information about the 2018 summer opportunities including 
dates, places and costs can be found on the church website.



7

For many years now, Good Shepherd youth and leaders 
have traveled south to be of service deep in the hills of 

Kentucky and other Appalachian states. It is a week of hard 
work, sweat, dance parties and laughter – a week that helps us all 

see the value of relationships and how a group of disciples from 
Minnesota, living out their faith, can impact families in need. Get signed 

up if you are finishing grades 9-12, and experience a wonderful week of 
living out faith, serving as disciples and more than a little laughter.



The week of Vacation Bible School (VBS) is the best week 
of the year for Heather Roth Johnson, our Director of Children 
and Family Ministry. This year the dates are June 11-14, right 
after school is out. VBS is for kids age 3 to fourth grade. 
Sessions are 9:00 a.m. to noon at the church. Registration is 
$25 per child. This year, children will be “Shipwrecked” together 
and discover how Jesus rescues us when we are lonely, worried, 
struggling and powerless. Jesus shows up to give us a helping 
hand!
“It’s the best week because those days a kid can be a kid, 
playing in God’s love, being in community,” Heather continued. 
Adult volunteer Sasha Jensen echoes Heather’s feelings. “I 
help out with VBS because it is a week my young children 
talk about all year long. As a member of Good Shepherd, I 
am willing to help make this event happen for all the kids 
attending. It is great to see so many kids having fun at our 
church.” 
Props to turn the education wing into a colorful “shipwreck” 
are created and owned jointly by Good Shepherd and three 

BY ANN L. BURCKHARDT
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other congregations. The four education directors meet 
monthly to dream up a fun theme, write the curriculum and 
plan how to implement it with paper and paint, cardboard 
and wood. “We each pay $200 toward VBS; pooling our funds 
means we can do it right. Afterward the props are stored, 
ready to be borrowed by others or to be transformed into 
something new.”
The 30 kids participating will be working closely with 20 
volunteers, both adults and youth. “Volunteers lead games, 
cinema, crafts and Bible stories,” said Heather. “We need both 
crew leaders (adults and older youth) and crew leader assistants 
(fifth grade and older).
“Nine boys, sixth to twelfth graders, signed up as VBS 
volunteers this past month. So did five mothers, two from the 
congregation and three from the community. The girls are 
always awesome, but having that many boys is unusual.” 
If you have questions, contact Heather Roth Johnson at 
h.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

“Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus” is VBS Theme
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What in the world is Hardanger (pronounced har-DUN-ger)? Some of us may recognize it as the name of a Norwegian fjord or a 
region of that country. It is also the beautiful style of embroidery that embellishes our altar linens at Good Shepherd.
Although its precise origins are unknown, this style of embroidery is thought to have its roots in Persia or Asia. Working its way north 
through Byzantium, the art eventually arrived in Italy where it was modified during the Renaissance period and spread from there to 
northern Europe. The Vikings may also have been responsible for bringing the craft to Norway from their many forays into the 
Mediterranean. 
In Norway, the craft was modified again into what was first called Norwegian drawn work. The 
region along the Hardanger fjord was a rich area for the production of flax which was carded 
and spun into linen fabric and thread by the women there. The isolation of the fjord lands led 
the women of the region to develop their own style and technique, and the art flourished 
between 1650 and 1850. Late in the 19th century, representatives of two thread manufacturing 
companies visited Norway, saw the beautiful work, and began producing patterns for mass 
consumption. Because they had first seen the work in the Hardanger region, the style began 
to be known as Hardangersom. As Norwegians emigrated to America, they brought the 
technique with them.
Traditionally, Hardanger embroidery was used to embellish only very special items. Linen was 
scarce and time consuming to produce by hand, so it was most often used in bridal costumes 
and the distinctive bunads (national costumes) of the Norwegian people. After the Industrial 
Revolution, cotton fabrics and threads began to be produced more cheaply than the traditional 
linen, and stitchers began to substitute the new fabrics. Stitching was almost universally white on white or ecru on ecru, and purists 
today still insist that this is the only way to produce true Hardanger embroidery. However, during the late 20th century colored fabrics 
and threads began to be used, and today you will find clothing, household linens, greeting cards, Christmas ornaments and many other 
items in a variety of color combinations.
The stitching is done on even-weave fabrics in geometrical patterns with exact counting of the stitches being crucial. Fabric threads are 
then cut and withdrawn, and the remaining threads are woven with the embroidery thread, usually pearl cotton, to produce the lacy 
openwork associated with Hardangersom.

Hardanger at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd had its beginnings in the Norwegian-American community, and many of its members today 
descend from Norwegian immigrants. During the late 1970s some of these folks decided to celebrate that heritage by creating altar 
linens in Hardanger embroidery. Dorothy Meyer was one of the first of these. On Easter Sunday 1981, a new altar cloth graced our 
sanctuary. This was a gift to the congregation and had been stitched by Dorothy. It featured a large Jerusalem cross symbolizing Christ’s 

command to spread the gospel throughout the world.
Later D’Ann Ranheim and Virginia Morgenthaler suggested an idea for smaller altar 
cloths to be draped front to back, enabling the symbols to be readily seen by the congregation. 
These were stitched by Mary Ireland who has produced a number of other pieces in this 
beautiful stitchery. Today, we have an entire suite of Hardanger altar linens including the 
fair linen and several sets of veils for the communion elements. In addition to traditional 
openwork borders, Christian symbols such as the chalice and the wheat and crosses of 
various styles have been incorporated into the designs. Mary Ireland has spent hundreds 
of hours producing many of these beautiful altar linens. And if you’ve attended a funeral 
lunch at Good Shepherd, you may have noticed that each table has a different blue and 
white Hardanger doily at its center. All are Mary’s work. Recently, Mary and Karen 
Davidson stitched two new, larger veils to cover the communion elements on our altar. 
The design incorporates a large central cross with traditional Hardanger border work.
So next time you have a few minutes after worship, take a closer look at our beautiful 
Hardanger altar linens and you may marvel, as I do, at the hours of loving work and artistry 
our members have spent creating these pieces to the glory of God.

The Hardanger Connection

In 1981, Dorothy Meyer created an altar cloth 
featuring the Jerusalem Cross in hardanger.

BY KATHY BENCH
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Our Future

We are blessed! 
Visit our church building on any given day of the week 
and you’ll witness little glimpses of grace that highlight a 
community of faith at work: The sounds of giggling children 
echo as they climb our entry stairway on their way to music 
class, using the railing balusters like an imaginary ladder 
climbing to unimaginable joy. An elderly woman 
chauffeured by her doting husband is dropped off, then 
gracefully ascends the same staircase determined to reach 
the church office on official business. She wears a raptured 
look of satisfaction not just for reaching the top, but also 
for doing so with such dignity. The strong smell of church 
coffee also permeates the entryway as more laughter erupts 
from a church staff meeting, the proceedings of which are 
obviously good-natured and leavened with love.

This is just a small slice of a typical weekday morning at 
Good Shepherd, but it tells a bigger story about the vitality 
that thrives within this community not just on Sunday, 
but every day.

Ours has been a long journey together, and it is far from 
over. It is a story full of many moments of greatness and 
grace – of people filled with good intentions and even 
better hearts. With the grace of God we have learned to 
disagree and forgive. We have cried and comforted each 
other. We have learned to love and be loved in return. We 
have grown a community. 

At the center of it all stand our beloved leaders, Pastor 
Debra Samuelson and Pastor Karl Jacobson. Yoked by 
their love of this church and their deep admiration of their 
colleagues’ many gifts, they are each clearly called to lead 
our community of faith through different phases of the 
same quest. As we say goodbye to one of them, we say 
hello to a future that is full of promise, love and appreciation 
for how far we’ve come, with genuine hope for the 
destination ahead. 

I sat down with them recently to ask a few questions about 
the upcoming leadership transition.

Together
BY RICH MAY

Pastor Deb, what are your 
plans near and longer 
term and why are you 
retiring from parish 
ministry now?

I had planned to stay a bit 
longer – a couple more years 
perhaps, but life has a way of 
sometimes making decisions for us. 
My sabbatical, which proved an invaluable time for me to 
help with a period of significant transition for my parents, at 
the same time wasn’t the restorative time I needed to continue 
leading Good Shepherd. And then our daughter gave birth 
to our first grandchild! I’m ecstatic that in the near term I’ll 
be able to assist my daughter, Pastor Miriam Samuelson, with 
the care of our granddaughter Esther. I’ve been invited by 
the dean and faculty at Yale Divinity School as their Luccock 
Visitor. I’ll spend a few days in April 2020 preaching and 
teaching and spending time with the divinity students, talking 
about parish ministry. I’m also very excited to become certified 
as a “Spiritual Healing Touch” practitioner and continue to 
help serve people in need in new ways. And I’ll be singing 
with VocalEssence next year!

Pastor Karl, it’s been said that Good Shepherd 
“has a good thing going” right now. How can we 
as a congregation help keep it going?

Of course we all need to continue to care and nurture each 
other, but we also need to help our community grow. We 
already have a really strong sense of identity developed 
organically over years of faith-filled lay people who are 
committed to healing and moving forward together with joy 
to grow. We need to continue to tell our story of vibrant life 
and unbounded love. A recent new member shared how she 
felt deeply embraced by this congregation and loved the 
interaction between and leadership from different generations 
within the community. She felt the Holy Spirit at work even 
in the remodeled worship space – how the Christ head at 
the front physically connected to the chancel which embraces 
the worshipers to be Christ’s hands and feet. There are so 
many great things happening within and beyond the walls 
of this church in the ways that we care not only for each 
other, but also for those less fortunate. Let’s keep it going!

Are there any other staffing changes planned in 
the near term?

We’ll need to fill the Children and Family position once 
Heather receives her call to a new ministry. We’re also 
continuing our conversation about the Associate Pastor 
position. I will be working with our congregational leadership 
on this as we begin living into our new life together.

1.

2.

3.
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Pastor Karl, what excites you about the future 
of Good Shepherd? 

I feel like the congregation and the staff are poised on 
the balls of our spiritual feet, ready to leap forward into 
the future. I’m extremely energized by where we’re going! 
There’s immense trust among the staff, and we will remain 
a high-functioning team as we continue to live out the 
Gospel’s call. I love that this congregation loves itself 
and is able to share that love with others who visit and 
those whom we reach out to beyond our walls.

Pastor Karl, what are your biggest concerns 
about Pastor Deb’s departure and this 
transition in your leadership role?

I have no fear about this transition and carry no worries 
about the new role. I’m ready for this! There is complete 
mutual trust among the staff members as well as the 
congregational leadership, and we are confident about 
our future moving forward. 

You both complemented each other’s skill sets 
so beautifully, and I know that will be missed 
by all of us. Any thoughts, Pastor Karl, on how 
those gaps might be filled without Pastor Deb 
around?

The congregational leadership and I continue to have 
Spirit-led conversations about possibly filling the role 
of Associate Pastor in the future. This will take time. 
Assuming we proceed with filling that role, I will be 
looking for a colleague, not an employee – someone who 
will bring something we don’t know that we need. I can’t 
say for sure, but I know this congregation would really 
appreciate a woman in this role, and I’d love to see that 
happen as well. 

When is your last Sunday, Pastor Deb?

My last worship service at Good Shepherd will be Sunday 
September 30. It will be a fabulous time, and I’ll be 
preaching on “This I Believe.” It will include readings 
from Philippians as well as some of my favorite hymns. 
This will be a time to say farewell, but it won’t be goodbye. 
Peter and I do wish to retain our membership at Good 
Shepherd, and we intend to worship here as often as 
possible when we aren’t hearing our daughter Miriam 
preach at her congregation. 

Pastor Karl, what kinds of changes might the 
congregation see soon? Will Sunday or weeknight 
schedules be different? Will you be sharing any 
preaching opportunities with others?

Wednesday U will continue to evolve as we evaluate 
congregational interests and available resources. There 
may be occasional guest speakers at these sessions as well 
as guest preachers at times on Sunday to bring additional 
voices into our community. Mark Halvorson will likely 
also be preaching more frequently on Sundays in addition 
to me. We will also be stepping away from the Narrative 
Lectionary for a brief time in the fall, focusing on a 
theme-based series instead.

Will pastoral visitations be handled differently?

Those who are ill or homebound are important members 
of our community and will continue to receive visits from 
me as well as lay minister team members as needed. For 
example, our existing Lay Eucharistic Ministry team 
members visit the homebound with communion on a 
monthly basis. We continue to hear about how those 
visits are deeply meaningful and offer important 
connections to both the recipient and the lay minister. 
Dorothy Ellerbroek, our Parish Nurse, continues to also 
provide health and spiritual insights to those who need 
it. We have a very committed team of caregivers that will 
continue to provide continuity of care both during and 
after our pastoral transition is completed in September.

Last question! You have both been so clearly 
called to lead this congregation, and we are 
so grateful for your leadership in the past, 
Pastor Deb, as well as the promise of the future 
you are leading us into, Pastor Karl. As we say 
farewell to you, Pastor Deb, how can we as a 
congregation transition alongside to support 
you, Pastor Karl, as your role evolves?

First off, let’s keep doing what we’re doing and stay 
invested in the direction we are heading. This is an 
incredible faith community that has already been so 
supportive of my family! My kids in particular have 
been treated as individuals rather than just “pastor’s 
kids,” with real friendships and 
authentic interactions. It means 
a great deal to me and says a 
lot about this place. Pastor 
Deb and I have shared so 
much in our leadership 
partnership, and I am 
thrilled to carry on with 
our path forward 
– together. 

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



and enjoyed. One of the delights is that it 
naturally involves adults, youth and 
children in the hosting activities. Families 
have found joy in serving together. As with 
everything in life, changes in leadership 
can bring slight adjustments that only 
make it more rich and meaningful. Good 
Shepherd has experienced great blessing 

as we serve homeless families and provide 
entertainment, engagement and comfort 
for all.

 FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD: LEADERSHIP CHANGES
For many years Bob Stein has been the 
congregational coordinator for Families 
Moving Forward – first with Phil and 
Connie Delzer, then with Allan and Louise 
Campbell. Bob spent many hours getting 
beds assembled, taking them down, 
preparing meals, talking with parents and 
entertaining children. It’s been fun to 
watch this Pied Piper as he attracts kids 
and leads them on unintentional adventures 
throughut the building or to holiday events 
locally. Bob has decided to step aside as 
coordinator, although he assures us he still 
will be a faithful volunteer. Thank you, Bob, 
for your many evenings making homeless 
families feel valued and at home at Good 
Shepherd! We are grateful!
A new model for Families Moving 
Forward leadership is being tested this year 
as we host these guests. Allan and Louise 
Campbell will continue to be overall 
coordinators, with others serving as 
coordinators for one evening during the 
week. In May, Chris & Lucy Hahn, Doug 

& Brita Taracks, and Erik & Kari Meyer 
with their daughters Diane, Kaia and 
Marie served as coordinators on specific 
evenings during the week we hosted 
families. This model is seen as a way of 
lightening the load and involving more 
leaders in the process. It has the additional 
benefit of broadening the idea base to make 
the week even more comfortable and 
meaningful for our guests. 
Thank you to the Campbells for initiating 
this new arrangement, and to the nightly 
coordinators for assuming this new 
responsibility. If serving as a one-night 
coordinator in the future for Families 
Moving Forward interests you, please 
con tac t  A l l an  and  L ou i s e 
(campbellallan3@gmail.com) for more 
information and conversation.
Families Moving Forward is a longtime 
ministry at Good Shepherd, begun in 
December 1996 with Shirley Brandt and 
John Mendesh serving as coordinators. It 
is a ministry the congregation has embraced 

BY KAREN WALHOF
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When Moses and his siblings had led the people of Israel 
through the Red Sea, out of slavery and into a wild kind of 
freedom, Miriam sang:
I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
    horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
 The Lord is my strength and my might, 
    and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
 The Lord is a warrior;
    the Lord is his name. 
...
Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?
    Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
    awesome in splendor, doing wonders? (Exodus15:1-3, 11).
In singing God’s praises for the victory over the Egyptians, 
Moses asks a profoundly theological question: “Who is like 
you, O Lord?” This question – of the incomparable nature, 
character and power of the Lord – is taken up elsewhere in 
the Bible (see Deuteronomy 33:26-27; Micah 7:19; Psalm 
113:5). But in the story of Moses, this question marks a bit of 
a turning point.

The question, “Who is like our God?” is a vital step removed 
from the first one Moses asked, “Who is god?” 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 
‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” (Exodus 3:13).
“Who is like our God?” is, of course, a question that is both 
theological – making a case for the Lord – and rhetorical – it 
begs the obvious answer, “No one, no other, is like our God.”1

The shift, from asking who God is, to reflecting on who and 
how God is (incomparable in so many ways), is not, however, 
the end of the shifting. The question “Who is like our God?” 
begs a follow-up question: “Who is like God’s people?

The great Old Testament theologian Brevard Childs draws the 
link from the question that wonders at the majesty of God, to 
the question that marvels that we are God’s people:
The narrative account (of Exodus 14) had closed with the remark 
that the people “feared Yahweh,” and “believe in him” (verse 31). 
The content of this belief is now expressed by the song. It is a 
characteristic feature of the Old Testament faith that the great acts 
of God are joined to the faith of the people which the event evoked.2

To wonder at God’s majesty instills in people – God’s people 
– a corresponding wonder that God would choose us as God’s 
people.

In 2 Samuel 7:23 King David prays to God, in response to the 
covenant promise which God has made with him, and in his 
prayer, ties the two questions together:
Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have 
brought me thus far? And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O  
Lord God; you have spoken also of your servant’s house for a great 
while to come. May this be instruction for the people, O Lord God! 
And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant,  
O Lord God! Because of your promise, and according to your own 
heart, you have wrought all this greatness, so that your servant may 
know it. Therefore you are great, O Lord God; for there is no one 
like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears. Who is like your people, like Israel? Is 
there another nation on earth whose God went to redeem it as a 
people, and to make a name for himself, doing great and awesome 
things for them, by driving out before his people nations and their 
gods? (2 Samuel 7:18-23).
This question, too, is picked up elsewhere in the Bible 
(Deuteronomy 4:7-8; and similarly in Psalm 144:15), and 
there again it is always about what it is that this great God has 
done for the people that is emphasized. 

But, perhaps not surprisingly, the most powerful point at 
which these questions come together is not in a question but 
in a promise:
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him (John 3:16-17).
Once again, it is what God is up to – who and how God is 
with us and for us – that makes us who, what and how we are 
as a people of faith. This promise is ours in baptism. The God 
who led Jesus to the cross, and into the grave, promises that 
because Christ is risen from the grave, he will lead us through 
the grave and into a new promised land – heaven, where all of 
God’s people will be freed from the power of sin and death.

“Who is like our God?” and “What other people has so great 
a God as this?”

1 Brevard S. Childs, The Book of Exodus. (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1974), 250.
2 Childs, 248-249.

Our Incomparable God, God’s Incomparable People
SCRIPTURE STORY BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON
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AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three...” (1 Corinthians 13:13).

MAY     27 Faith is...

JUNE       3 ...believing

      10 ...trusting

      17 ...relying

     24 ...following

JULY       1 Hope is...

       8 ...expectation

      15 ...possibility

     22 ...vision

     29 ...courage

AUGUST      5 Love is...

      12 ...love of God (love from God)

      19 ...love of God (love for God)

     26 ...love of God’s people

SEPTEMBER      5 ...love of God’s world

LIFE PASSAGES

 
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

BAPTISMS 
2.11.18 
LILLIAN LOIS DORAN 

DEATHS 
5.8.39 - 1.20.18 
BERNICE FRIESE

9.29.25 - 2.3.18 
ESTER HEIN

6.17.27 - 2.15.18 
JUNE ASPENSON

5.14.31 - 4.16.18 
PHIL JACOBSON

11.13.25 - 4.16.18 
BOB RIES

12.20.30 - 4.23.18 
DOROTHY LEMING

12.16.52 - 4.26.18 
LINDA VILMO

NEW MEMBERS
4.29.18
MIKE & KATHY BOSSHARDT

DEL & KATHY JACOBSON

MATT & BRIE FUERCH 
Leon & Anton

ROBERT & PHYLLIS NARVESON

SAM NICHOLS

WALT & GINI POLLEY

TRYG THRONTVEIT & KATE HYLAND 
Peter & Louis

MARY ZELENY ARIMOND



15

 
Summer worship at Good Shepherd takes on a slightly different pace and character, in keeping with the 
season, while continuing to proclaim the Good News with joy, love, good music and great treats! 

Here are some basic things to know about worship this summer:

• Summer worship times will continue at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

•  Our traditional outdoor services at 8:15 will begin on Sunday, May 27, with the 8:15 service in the beautiful 
Good Shepherd courtyard. We are all excited to get back to worshiping God in our little bit of the great 
outdoors (weather permitting, of course)! 

•  Our annual Lake Harriet Bandshell Service will happen on Sunday, June 24, at 10:00 a.m. There will be no 
worship services at Good Shepherd that day. Be sure to come to Lake Harriet, worship and then enjoy a 
picnic lunch.

Though our regular choirs are taking a well-earned “sabbatical,” our wonderful Good Shepherd singers and 
instrumentalists continue to add richness and variety to our worship life throughout the summer.

And, of course, the summer music schedule would not be complete without several appearances of the Good 
Shepherd Pop-Up Choir, adding musical leadership – and a sense of adventure – to our Sunday worship life. 
Singers of all ages may sing with the Pop-Up Choir by attending the rehearsal before the service to learn the 
music for that service. It’s kind of crazy, but lots of fun!

POP-UP CHOIR SCHEDULE:

June 24: Pop-Up Choir #1:        Lake Harriet Bandshell at 10:00 a.m.  
(with a special rehearsal on Wednesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary)

July 15: Pop-Up Choir #2:         Singing at the 10:00 a.m. service  
(with rehearsal at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir Room)

August 12: Pop-Up Choir #3:     Singing at the 10:00 a.m. service  
(with rehearsal at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir Room)

BY RALPH JOHNSON



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

The Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly was held on 
May 4 and 5 at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 
Ramsey under the theme, “I Will Pour Out My Spirit.”  
The assembly is an annual gathering that carries out 
the business of the synod and joins leaders of 
congregations together for learning and fellowship. 
At the assembly each year, Lutheran Social Service 
(LSS) awards the Servant of Christ Award to a 
congregation in the synod who has been recognized 
as a leader in social ministry and social justice in their 
community, has a connection to LSS services in their 
area and faithfully provides financial support for the 
ministry of Lutheran Social Service. 
This year, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
received this award from LSS. Pastors Samuelson and 
Jacobson and our voting members Allan Campbell, 
Gini Polley and Mia Opsahl accepted the award on 
behalf of the congregation.
We are honored and humbled at Good Shepherd to 
be recognized in this way as we do God’s work in our 
place, serving others as the hands of Christ.

good shepherd receives  
lss award at synod assembly


