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TOGETHER

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE

Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

Paging through the articles of this edition of Together magazine, two words come to mind: joy 
and celebration. This is a congregation filled with joy, living in – and out of – the promises of your 
baptisms. You are children of our living Lord, and as such you know you are loved and forgiven 
completely and totally. You live in the freedom of that promise and reach out to others with that 
same love you know in Jesus Christ and in this body of Christ called Good Shepherd. Of course 
there is joy and celebration!

Our Sunday School children learn the love and promises of God through the stories in the Bible 
and through their experience of God’s love in their teachers and through this community of faith 
(cover and pages 8-9). Anna Helgen, a daughter of this congregation, has become a pastor 
through the experience of the living Lord she had for more than two decades in this community 
of faith (pages 6-7). “As Anna’s new calling of pastoral ministry begins, it will be the support 
and connection developed in those relationships and in the powerful (albeit sometimes silly) 
memories that will help guide and steer her as she cultivates the next batch of stories and 
relationships in her own ministry” (page 6). Meet our new Good Shepherd President Teresa 
Malko (pages 10-11). She and her wife Marianne experienced God’s love coming to life through 
this community of faith when they first visited several years ago. They “felt this community 
outreach like a warm hug” (page 10).

We celebrate 100 years of faithful living with four centenarians at Good Shepherd (page 4)! 
And we celebrate with Kodet Architecture, the architects who worked with us on our building 
renovations, as they receive a prestigious Firm Award for their outstanding architectural designs 
(pages 12-13). We learn about the gift of God’s anger (yes, it is Good News!) “because it helps 
us when we are being wronged, and it calls us into check when we are the ones doing the wronging. 
And... God’s anger doesn’t last” (page 17). And we pray for Chaplain Darrell O. Kyle, 451st 
AEG for his ministry in Kandahar (pages 18-19).

In and through the joy of living out one’s faith, this congregation knows what it is to serve. Good 
Shepherd member Erik Meyer developed the first Handbook of the Streets, a booklet we use and 
that is used by many churches and organizations. It lists all the resources providing food, shelter, 
public assistance, health care, education, employment, other services for immigrants and legal 
services (page 7). Look at the back cover to see the host of people from Good Shepherd who 
came together to pack meals for Feed My Starving Children. One more way we serve others in 
Christ’s name! 

“Good Shepherd is a community of generous doers. It truly is where love comes to life.... I truly 
appreciate how we see change as an opportunity, need as a reason for working together and 
blessings as cause for sharing. I see the good works and can’t help but feel proud to be a part of 
it” (page 11). I couldn’t agree with you more, Teresa!

Proud to be in ministry together, 

Pastor Debra Samuelson 
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WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

100FOUR MEMBERS BECOMING 
CENT ENAR I AN S

Four longtime Good Shepherd members will celebrate their 100th birthdays during 2018. Eva 
Bryan and Clayton Erickson turned 100 in January; Mel and Alta Hougen will mark a century 
of life in August.

Clayton, born January 12, 1918, recalls singing in the choir at Lake Harriet Lutheran Church, 
the congregation that became Good Shepherd when the new building on France opened. He 
transferred to Mt. Olivet when he married in 1956, but returned here in 2000. Now 95 percent 
blind, Clayton lives at Parkshore in St. Louis Park. He looks forward to visits from parish nurse 
Dorothy Ellerbroek, Heather Larson and Bob Janssen. 

Eva, whose birthday was January 18, rarely misses worship, always seated beside her devoted son, 
Bill. The Bryans joined our church in 1958. Eva is one of our nimble-fingered quilters, enjoying 
the Thursday fellowship. But it is in our kitchen where Eva’s leadership has been so evident. She 
headed up the cooking of lunches for Golden Shepherds for many years and lent her long 
experience to preparing the annual Christmas smorgasbord. 

Mel and Alta, who will turn 100 in August, also joined the church in 1958. Tall Mel and tiny 
Alta are remarkably healthy, happily housed at 7500 York. The pair were faithful in worship for 
decades. Alta’s fear of falling – she uses a walker – finally keeps her home. Mel recently opted to 
stay at home on Sundays with her, but their interest in the congregation and the many Good 
Shepherd members living at their building remains high. 

Congratuations, dear friends and now centenarians!

BY ANN BURCKHARDT
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According to the City of Edina website, “Two new structures have been 
approved for construction along Market Street (formerly called 49-1/2 
Street) in the 50th and France Commercial District. Several properties 
owned by the Edina Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) will 
be redeveloped to improve the customer experience in the popular business 
district. Construction will begin January 2018. The first phase will be 
completed in September 2018. The full project will be complete in 
September 2019.” 

The first phase has begun and includes the expansion of the North Ramp. 
The second phase includes apartments, retail space, pedestrian walkways, 
public plazas, parking and art. 

The construction may affect parking and travel around Good Shepherd. 
We have been contacted about leasing out a portion of our parking lot to 
the city during the day. If that happens, the congregation will be notified.

Construction at 50th & France
The City of Edina also has several options to 
keep up to date on progress and constructions 
activities:

•  Sign up for City Extra emails at  
EdinaMN.gov/CityExtra.

•  Read the latest on the project at  
EdinaMN.gov/50thandFrance.

•  Contact Project Communications Coordinator 
Pat Tucker, 952-826-1605 or  
ptucker@EdinaMN.gov.

•  Connect with the 50th & France Business & 
Professional Association at 
www.50thandFrance.com or @50thandFrance.

BY LAURA STEIN

mark your calendar: project 31
Good Shepherd Celebration on May 31

BY KAREN WALHOF

The final event in our Project 31 celebration series will be the Good Shepherd celebration on May 31. Put this on your calendar, 
because it will be a giant time of fun for all ages, incorporating the many gifts and skills of Good Shepherd members and their 
penchant for party time together. 

Food
A wonderful selection of food, 
prepared by Good Shepherd 
chefs, will be available 
throughout the evening, as you 
mingle, involve yourself in the 
carnival, and bid on silent and 
live auction items. We’ll end the 
evening with a special dessert 
that will be a worthy salute for 
a 500th anniversary celebration!

Carnival
Love to play those crazy 
games that exhibit your skill 
or just plain luck? Then come 
to the carnival in the courtyard 
and show your abilities! There 
are rumors of a dunk tank 
featuring a robed leader of the 
congregation plus hair dye for 
another! Don’t miss this!

Auctions
Roam the Entry Area to see the silent auction items available 
donated from other Good Shepherd members and friends, 
then bid on those that spark your imagination! If you’re 
generous, you may take home a treasure. Silent auction 
items range from original artwork to baked delicacies to 
garden weeding. Items will be uniquely Good Shepherd. 
Live auction items will give you a chance to bid on 
distinctive dining opportunities. And yes, there will be an 
auctioneer!

Our goal is to raise money for our ministries for homeless and hungry people, to have fun doing that together and to celebrate 
the 500-year heritage of faith we share at Good Shepherd. Want to help make this event happen? Contact Pastor Jacobson at 
612-927-8849 or k.jacobson@goodshepherdmpls.org and join the team!



A young Anna Helgen read those scripture 
verses in the fall of 1997 as a part of Good 
Shepherd’s 75th anniversary worship 
celebration. Now, more than 20 years later, 
the words found in Philippians not only 
continue to be a source of strength and 
guidance in her life, but also provide a 
beautiful image of how her faith journey 
has progressed during these past two 
decades.

Daughter of this congregation, Anna 
Helgen is now a pastor. Following her 
undergraduate work at St. Olaf College, 
Anna attended Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, graduating in 2016. She will be 
ordained into the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and has accepted a call 
to Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, just 
down the street from Good Shepherd 
where her faith journey has history and 
deep roots.

Recently Anna and I talked about her 
experiences at Good Shepherd and the 
impact that time and those people had and 
continue to have in her life. What follows 
is as close to the summary of an interview 
as we could get—with those years of stories, 
memories and inside jokes, the questions 
posed and lessons learned quickly morphed 
into story after story after story.

Anna looks back on her years growing up 
at Good Shepherd with the fondest of 
memories. And while the list of mentors 
and caring adults and influential people is 
large and diverse, there are a few that stand 
out for her, people she sees as giants in her 
faith – individuals such as Jeanne Sprague 
and her husband Dale, who prayed for 
Anna specifically during those years of 
confirmation. Jeanne went as far as to tell 

Anna that she might want to consider 
ministry: “Think about becoming a pastor, 
perhaps.” This nudge became more and 
more reinforced as Anna worked at 7500 
York and continued to be welcomed by the 
smiles and warm encouragement of the 
Spragues and others. In addition to Jeanne, 
anyone who had ever encountered the love 
and compassion of Jan Clementson would 
say the same things that Anna recalls as 
she looks back on that friendship. Speaking 
of Jan’s investment and care, her genuine 
nature and her solid faith, it’s with a little 
smirk and spark that Anna shares her 
stories about the poodle skirt Jan made for 
her in 5th grade and those amazing 
homemade caramels.

Those individuals stand out, as do others 
such as Paul Monson, the stoic and 
looming senior pastor who somehow was 
able to create a special bond with Anna 
over the “snorting” sound that pigs make. 
I am blessed to find myself on this list of 
people allowed to share in experiences and 
events that were key to the faith 
development in Anna’s life. Parents, family, 
friends, peers and congregational members 
are named and cherished, as well as the 
countless interactions before and after 
worship services, the small group and 
individual conversations that went deep 
and demonstrated a clear and honest 
concern and investment in her life both in 
and outside of the church walls.

It’s the odd parts of the stories though – the 
weird, almost out-of-place tales and 
experiences that seem to stack up, one on 
top of another – providing something of 
great depth and value to look back upon. 
OK, stick with us here: Sharing oatmeal 

creme pies at 70 mph, dance parties in the 
Kentucky Wal-Mart parking lot, hiding in 
the leaders’ vans to make a secret trip to 
the Dairy Hut, enough near-cooked 
spaghetti noodles on trail to feed an army.

The bits and pieces that seem out of place, 
perhaps even irreverent, are all tied to 
relationships with faithful people who cared 
for Anna, and loved and led and served 
alongside her. These relationships speak to 
the way the scripture from Philippians was 
unfolding in her life – being taught, being 
heard, being received, all in the name of 
God, all through the love and care and 
compassionate mentoring and deep, sincere 
connections with people her own age, those 
who have more years under their belt and 
even those who have passed on.

After a mission trip, an adult leader said 
(of Anna and others), “When I see and 
talk with these kids in the Narthex, there 
will be more to it. It’s a real connection 
now.” Anna speaks of the multitude of these 
connections and relationships not just as 
an experience from the past, but also as a 
roadmap for the days and years to come. 
As Anna’s new calling of pastoral ministry 
begins, it will be the support and connection 
developed in those relationships and in the 
powerful (albeit sometimes silly) memories 
that will help guide and steer her as she 
cultivates the next batch of stories and 
relationships in her own ministry.

In referring to the verse she read 20-plus 
years ago, Anna texted me: SEE IT IS 
LIKE SO PERFECT. All the things I 
have “learned and received and heard and 
seen” FROM LCOGS.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

BY MARK HALVORSON

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you (Philippians 4:8-9).
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Called to Ministry of  
Word and Sacrament



Have you ever been without a job, without a home, without food, wondering 
how you will survive? Few of us have. If we are blessed with the necessities of 
life, it is difficult to imagine how challenging it must be to manage these everyday 
needs. And yet, there are so many in our community and city who face these 
obstacles every day and don’t know where to turn. If someone were to ask you 
for help, would you know where to direct him or her for the assistance they need?

Navigating the myriad of organizations which provide assistance, both public 
and private, can be daunting. When you are hungry, homeless, ill and don’t know 
where to turn, life can be overwhelming. One resource that has come to our 
attention is a handbook that lists all of the resources available in the city. Handbook 
of the Streets is a resource guide given to people stopping by the church who are 
looking for help for some of these basic needs.

This compact booklet lists all of the resources in Minneapolis that provide food, 
shelter, public assistance, health care, education, employment, services for 
immigrants and legal services. As part of the ongoing battle against the effects 
of poverty, it is an invaluable tool. 

Thirty years ago, Erik Meyer, a long-time Good Shepherd member, developed 
the first Handbook of the Streets while working with the Alliance of the Streets 
at St. Stephen's Catholic Church. Erik said that Herb Frey, who started the 
Alliance in the early 1980s, had the idea to develop a handbook after realizing 
how challenging it was for poor and homeless people to find the resources available 
to them. Today Mike Menner at St. Stephens Human Services continues to 
oversee its production in the same format as the original booklet. It is used by 
numerous organizations, social workers, churches and charities as a ready and 
accessible resource to put into the hands of people in need at no charge. It is now 
in its 18th edition.

Erik wrote in reflecting on his work, “As many at Good Shepherd know from 
their work at Camden Promise or with Families Moving Forward, for example, 
when people are trying to meet their most basic needs, seeking food and shelter, 
finding the resources available to them is harder than it seems. The utility of a 
simple handbook is still evident today and reflects a simple need to help people 
who go to a church looking for assistance.” 

Regrettably, it remains an all-too common occurrence for area churches – and 
the suburbs experience it too. In fact, the funding for the first edition of the 
handbook came from Oak Grove Presbyterian Church in Bloomington. Funding 
of the book is supported by the churches and other outreach organizations who 
purchase copies to be freely distributed to those in need.

 If you would like a copy of this booklet, it is available on the literature rack by 
the Welcome Desk. 

Handbook  
of the Streets

BY DONNA CLARK

One last memory: Anna recalled a 
morning run to get supplies during 
a mission trip. While most waited 
in the van, Anna was invited in to 
help grab what was needed. She 
emerged with a new tape measure, 
because hers had gone missing. It 
was a gift from a leader – a gift she 
has to this day – and while at first 
pass it’s just a common tool, it serves 
as a constant reminder of the love 
that leader had for her, the place 
that helped form her faith and the 
God who was and continues to be 
who she serves.
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When you think of Sunday School, what are some stereotypical thoughts that come to mind? Lectures, reading scripture, lots of 
sitting around in the classroom? Well, banish those thoughts, because Good Shepherd’s Sunday School is anything but staid, 
static and stoic.

According to Heather Roth Johnson, Pastoral Intern and Director of Children and Family Ministry, Pastor Debra Samuelson 
had a vision for the Sunday School and hired staff to make that vision become a reality. “Pastor Samuelson’s enthusiasm and joy 
is contagious,” says Heather.

Heather has been at the helm of Good Shepherd’s Sunday School for the past five years. The program has evolved so that, according 
to Heather, “We’ve aligned Sunday School with worship—sharing the same story.” Therefore, at home, parents can discuss the 
identical story from the adult’s and child’s perspectives. It’s a win-win formula for everyone in the family.

GROWTH AND RETENTION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
The accomplishment Heather most celebrates is the number of kids who now attend Sunday School—which has more than 
doubled and almost tripled since she assumed leadership of the program. She attributes this growth to the support of 15 steadfast 
volunteers who range from 15 years old to retirement age. These volunteers, in turn, form part of the core team of 20 to 25 
volunteers who help in some capacity each Sunday. Heather explains that there is a 70 percent retention of Sunday School teachers 
from year to year, which attests to the dedicated commitment of these people.

Another successful strategy Heather employs in identifying future Sunday School teachers is to ask high school students, who 
have completed Confirmation, to serve in this role. There are currently ten high school students who teach Sunday School.

GOOD SHEPHERD’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:
ON A CONTINUOUS ROLL OF LEARNING, SPIRITUALITY AND FUN

 BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK
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A SUNDAY SCHOOL  
TEACHER’S VIEWPOINT
Colleen Onstad has been a Sunday School teacher for the past 
five years. She finds the experience rewarding because it’s a way 
she can be of service to others. Colleen says, “I enjoy getting to 
know the children. They are full of heart and soul!” She also 
enjoys teaching with a team so everyone can build on each other’s 
strengths.

Enriching the Sunday School experience are Ralph Johnson’s 
singing and musical entertainment, the varied arts and crafts 
work and collaborative service projects. According to Colleen, 
“These activities are all positive and meaningful for the kids.”

In addition to Heather’s energy and engagement, Colleen and 
the other teachers appreciate receiving the upcoming Sunday’s 
lesson plan sent out via email a few days in advance. It makes 
their lives much easier.

CHILDREN GAIN EXPERIENCE  
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
“Children’s ministry is when that ministry is carried out by the 
kids,” Heather explains. To this end, Sunday School students 
are asked to step out of their comfort zone and actively participate 
in worship service – for example, leading Storytime, serving 
Communion or being an usher. The children also participate in 
multi-age art projects and service projects that give them an 
opportunity to meet children who are in other classes and serve 
others in the neighborhood.

WE REACH CHILDREN IN THE 
COMMUNITY
Children come to Good Shepherd’s Sunday School from a 
variety of situations. Some attend even though their parents 
don’t come to worship. In some cases, grandparents or other 
relatives bring the kids to Sunday School. These children 
participate in Sunday School because other people have 
invited them. Another way children are exposed to Good 
Shepherd is by being in the Summer Musical Theater 
Camp. This easily can transition to joining Sunday School. 

Heather summarizes her time as Director of Children 
and Family Ministry by saying, “I have the privilege to 
engage young souls in Sunday School. It is in these 
relationships that we live out faith together. By being 
together as a community or with the wider church, I see 
my role to ‘spark imagination’ in the lives of others so 
that souls will be nourished, challenged and renewed.” 
Sunday School children, parents and the Good 
Shepherd congregation would heartily agree with this 
view!
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TERESA MALKO10
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WILL YOU TELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOURSELF?

My family and I moved to Minnesota in November 2013, 
when I left my job at Johnson & Johnson to take a job 
with Medtronic. Marianne and I were married in July 
2013, soon after she retired from Johnson & Johnson, 
which is where we met. My job has enabled me to live in 
several states starting in Missouri, then Texas, back to 
Missouri, Ohio, New Jersey, and finally Minnesota. 
We have three sons who have joined us in Minneapolis. 
Tim is now 20. He graduated from Edina High School 
and is working in town for Paramount Painting. Casey is 
in his senior year at Augsburg University, majoring in 
Psychology. He is 26 and living in Bloomington. Kevin 
is 27; he holds a local job and is in independent living in 
Hopkins. Kevin suffers from schizophrenia, and Minnesota 
services have opened many doors for him. We are blessed 
to have our sons so near.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR EARLIER LIFE (PLACE OF BIRTH, 
CHILDHOOD)? 

I was born in Independence, Missouri, the youngest of 
six children. My father was blind from birth. My mother 
worked as a seamstress in the garment union. We didn’t 
have a lot of money to go around, but we had a lot of love. 
My mother made sure each of us knew the abundance of 
God by helping us to see that we had everything we 
needed. 
I was fortunate to earn a scholarship to Washington 
University in St Louis, where I majored in biology. In 
1987, I took my first job in the medical device industry 
right after college and started my family in St. Louis in 
the early 1990s.

WHAT MADE YOU AND MARIANNE CHOOSE GOOD 
SHEPHERD AS YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY? 
I met Dorothy Ellerbroek’s daughter, Sarah, at work. 
She knew we lived near Good Shepherd and suggested 
we go there and look for her mother. Interesting, the 
first time we came, Dorothy wasn’t there. Later that 
Sunday we drove to our still-empty house. (Our 
furniture was arriving on Monday.) We found our 
first welcome gift on our doorstep – cookies and coffee 
from Good Shepherd.
A better question is, Why did we come back? The 
answer is simple. The people of Good Shepherd 
embraced us, and we felt this community outreach 
like a warm hug. It took no time at all to feel like we 
were walking into a group of old friends.

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CHURCH?

Marianne and I love to serve (Team Peace) as ushers. I 
have been assisting minister and provided a few 
announcements. For the past year, I’ve served on Council 
as the vice president. This has been an invaluable year 
of learning for me. I look forward to serving this coming 
year as president as we transition to new leadership.

COULD YOU DESCRIBE BRIEFLY YOUR CURRENT 
POSITION WITH MEDTRONIC?

I’ve worked in the medical device industry for more than 
30 years in Quality and Regulatory Affairs. At Medtronic 
I’m the Senior Director of Quality Systems at one of 
the business units focused on delivering therapies for 
people with chronic pain and other neurological 
disorders. 

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Congratulations,Teresa, on becoming president of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 
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YOU OFTEN BRING THE DOG YOU’RE TRAINING 
ALONG TO WORSHIP. COULD YOU EXPLAIN YOUR 
VOLUNTEER WORK WITH THE DOGS?

Marianne’s retirement allowed her to pursue her 
passion to raise service dogs for Can-Do-Canines. 
I help where I can, including Sunday outings. We 
appreciate that the church is open to allowing the 
dogs to attend service. It’s a great opportunity to 
teach them to be quiet and obedient in public. 
We’re working with our third and fourth dogs now, 
Dorothy and Stevie. Our first two dogs, Alice and 
Oakley, have graduated and are now mobility assist 
dogs. Storm was trained as a diabetes assist dog, but 
due to hip dysplasia, we were fortunate to adopt her 
and have her certified as a therapy dog. Yes, she can 
be petted. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE?

Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there 
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.”

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE BIBLE QUOTATION 
THAT HAS GUIDED YOU IN LIFE?

1 Corinthians 13. Without love we are nothing. 

WHAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT GOOD SHEPHERD? 

Good Shepherd is a community of generous doers. 
It truly is where love comes to life. My heart is full 
when I walk through the doors and overflowing when 
I leave. I truly appreciate how we see change as 
opportunity, need as reason for working together and 
blessings as cause for sharing. I see the good works 
and can’t help but feel proud to be a part of it. 

WHAT ABOUT GOOD SHEPHERD MAKES YOU 
WANT TO SERVE THE CONGREGATION? 

Serving as president of Council is going to be a 
challenge during this transition year, but I have been 
through a lot of transitions in my life. Each time, 
God has given me just what I needed just when I 
needed it. I know that God is preparing our 
congregation for new leadership and our next 
generation. I believe God has prepared the way, 
which includes my service along with each member 
of this Council, all the members of committees and 
of the congregation. 

The Performing Arts Ministry will start the year off more 
quietly and reflectively than we ended 2017. After the rousing 
success of “Annie, Jr.” in December, our next theatrical 
endeavor will be the Lenten Drama. This year we are once 
again presenting two one-act plays. The plays this year are 
“An Inn Keeper’s Tale” and “The Inn Keeper and the Donkey 
Man.” You will recognize many of the characters in these 
plays, as the playwright, Mike Sparks, imagines what 
conversations an Inn Keeper might have with the Good 
Samaritan, Mary Magdalene and the mother of one of the 
criminals on a cross next to Jesus, to name a few. The 
performances are at 7:00 p.m., March 20, 22 and 23.

The Good Shepherd Follies will take place at 7:00 p.m. on 
April 28. Come and enjoy the many musical talents of our 
own members and guests.

The Summer Musical Theater Camps will be held June 18-29 
for 1st through 4th graders and July 9  -20 for 4th through 
8th graders. Each camp includes two evening performances 
where the kids display what they have been working on for 
two weeks – on June 27 and 28 and July 18 and 19. All the 
shows are at 7:00 p.m. Register for camp online at www.
goodshepherdmpls.org/summer-musical-theater-camp.

Please come and be amazed at all the hidden talents within 
our church community.

L E N T E N  D R A M A / 
G O O D  S H E P H E R D  F O L L I E S  

A N D  S U M M E R  M U S I C A L 
T H E A T E R  C A M P  2 0 1 8

BY TOR JOHNSON



Kodet Architecture 

Receives Prestigious Firm Award

BY BARBARA THOMSON

12

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE



The architectural firm that Good Shepherd selected to lead us through the recent renovation/renewal process 
was recently awarded the prestigious Firm Award by the Minnesota Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA MN). Good Shepherd played a significant role in Kodet Architecture receiving that award. 
But let me step back a moment and give a little background on this story. 

My dad, Victor Gilbertson, the original architect of Good Shepherd, and Ed Kodet were friends for many 
years. I came to know Ed through my dad, primarily through attending national AIA conventions. Knowing 
the professional and personal relationship that Dad and Ed shared, I was thrilled when Ed and his firm were 
selected to shepherd us through the renewal process. 

Good Shepherd was facing several design issues. To start, few people entered the building through the front 
doors. How could we create a welcoming entrance to our building from a parking lot? People often complained 
about the poor light levels in the sanctuary. How could we create better artificial and natural lighting in the 
sanctuary? How do we create a sense of community between the pastor and the congregation? Tall orders for 
sure and ones that called for individuals with a distinct understanding of how to employ design to address 
complex human needs, wants and desires. Accomplishing this was a tall order within a constrained budget. 

Kodet Architecture was clearly up to the task. Ed and his team brought a reverence and respect for our building 
that was reflected in their design solutions and, equally importantly, in their interactions with our congregation, 
our pastor and the team of our members that worked on the project from start to finish. Let me offer two 
examples of their creative, thoughtful, artistic and cost-conscious solutions:

Lighting has long been an issue in our sanctuary, complicated by the triple height ceiling. A further 
complication is the series of painted symbols of the apostles that line the length of both sides of the 
ceiling. (Growing up, I used to focus on those symbols when the sermon got a little too long.) To 
preserve those symbols and provide much enhanced lighting, the Kodet team designed a baffle, which 
runs down the center of the ceiling with wings along the baffle for light fixtures that have downlights 
for general lighting and uplights for accent lighting for the painted symbols on the ceiling. The baffle 
is not only functional, it has a simple, clean design that leads the eye to the iconic symbol of the Good 
Shepherd on the wall behind the altar.

Natural lighting has also been an issue. To address that issue and at the same time provide additional 
seating space in the sanctuary, the Kodet team designed two sliding doors in a light-colored wood and 
glass lattice design topped with the stained glass windows that had been on the south wall of the 
sanctuary. The change has truly transformed the sanctuary, but the best part is that the design is totally 
in keeping with the original design concept for the space.

So how did all of this lead to Kodet Architecture being awarded firm of the year? Last summer Ed contacted 
me about the Firm Award and asked if would be willing to write a letter of support. That was an easy “yes!” 
When Ed called to tell me that AIA MN had selected them as the firm of the year, he said my letter of 
support made the difference. I prefer to think it was all of us at Good Shepherd who so appreciate the fruit 
of their labors that made such a difference in our building and therefore in our ministry together. 
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AT  GOOD  S H E P H E RD
Series 5: Lent, “Living Expectantly”

FEBRUARY 11 – THE MAN BORN BLIND (TRANSFIGURATION): John 9:1-41  
Theme: What can, will, should the world expect from us Jesus-people? 

FEBRUARY 18 – BUT YOU, O LORD, ARE A GOD MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, SLOW TO ANGER 
AND ABOUNDING IN STEADFAST LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS: Psalm 86:15 
Theme: Expecting the unexpectable? 

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 – REV. MARILYN BRECKENRIDGE

FEBRUARY 25 – JESUS WASHES FEET John 13:1-17 
Theme: Accepting the unexpected 

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 – LOGAN WILLIAMSON AND IAN JOHNSON

MARCH 4 – PETER’S DENIAL: John 18:12-27  
Theme: Disrupting the expected

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 – TOR JOHNSON

MARCH 11 – JESUS AND PILATE: John 18:28-40  
Theme: The long-expected “Jesus”

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 – ERIK SCHWARTZKOPF

MARCH 18 – JESUS CONDEMNED: John 19:1-16a  
Theme: What we can expect from kings: theirs and ours

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 – LINDA KERKER AND BRITA TARACKS

MARCH 25 – THE CRUCIFIED MESSIAH: John 12:12-27; John 19:16b-22  
Theme: “Expecting” what we already know

Life is full of expectations—of hopes, wants, needs and more that we come to count on. But the way 
God works often disrupts our expectations, going far beyond anything we might, could or would 
dream of. The season of Lent moves us from winter to spring, and it shows us a way far more 
wonderful than anything we could imagine for ourselves.

Wednesdays in Lent this year will include people from Good Shepherd, mostly lay people, giving 
personal testimonies through the lens of the preceding Sunday text, about the ways God has shown 
up in their lives.
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DEATHS 
08.23.27 - 12.17.17 
RUTH J. GOLV

02.28.23 - 12.21.17 
ERMA McGLENNEN

06.07.24 - 01.09.18 
ONAN THOMPSON

BAPTISMS
12.21.17 
KIRA LU CLEVELAND

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

Series 6: Holy Week
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
MARCH 29 – JESUS’ LAST WORDS: John 19:23-30 

GOOD FRIDAY 
MARCH 30 – JESUS THE PASSOVER LAMB: John 19:31-42 
12:00 noon - Service of the Seven Last Words  
7:00 p.m. - Tenebrae

EASTER VIGIL 
MARCH 31 – “PROJECT 31,” AN EASTER VIGIL, 7:00 p.m. 

Series 7: April’s Fools:  
Faith in the Aftermath of Death, and Life

APRIL 1 – THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD: John 20:1-18

APRIL 8 – THOMAS: John 20:19-31  
Theme: The fool and God’s spirit

APRIL 15 – PAUL’S CONVERSION: Acts 9:1-19  
Theme: Power made perfect in weakness

APRIL 22 – PAUL AND SILAS: Acts 16:16-34  
Theme: Slaves to the Most High God

APRIL 29 – PAUL’S SERMON AT ATHENS: Acts 17:16-31  
Theme: The Unknown God

MAY 6 – PARTNERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL: Philippians 1:1-18a  
Theme: Freedom, in prison

MAY 13 – THE CHRIST HYMN: Philippians 2:1-13  
Theme: Half full or half empty?

MAY 20 – DAY OF PENTECOST: Acts 2:1-21; Philippians 4:4-7  
Theme: God’s name, and on you

This life it seems, in many ways, is a fool’s endeavor.

To live our lives in the confident hope that:
there is a God who created all things, including us,    
that this God knows us, wants us, and claims us,    
that this God “has become flesh,” and lived and still lives among us, 
that this Jesus so loves us, he dies for us and rises again,   
that this risen life will be ours too, and that we are called to  
live our lives in light of it... 

What utter foolishness! Yet this is our calling, to be “April’s Fools.”
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS FOR LENT AND EASTER

AT GOOD SHEPHERD
Highlights of our upcoming worship and music life during the holy seasons of Lent and Easter include:

BY RALPH JOHNSON

ASH WEDNESDAY | WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, NOON AND 7:00 P.M. 
Noon and evening worship with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion, with music in the 
evening by the Good Shepherd Choir and Cantáre.

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP | WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 21 & 28, MARCH 7, 14 & 21, 7:00 P.M. 
Our Midweek worship this Lent will center around the theme of “Living Expectantly.” Holden 
Evening Prayer will once again serve as the musical and liturgical framework of our worship.

LENTEN DRAMAS | TUESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 22 & 23, 7:00 P.M. 
Good Shepherd Players present the one-act plays, “An Inn Keeper’s Tale” and “The Inn Keeper and 
the Donkey Man,” in the sanctuary.

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION (PALM SUNDAY) | SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 8:15 & 10:30 A.M. 
Procession of palms with music by the choirs of Good Shepherd. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY | THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 7:00 P.M. 
Dinner worship with Holy Communion around tables in the Sanctuary, with music by the Bell Choir. 
Beginning the watch fire during worship, to continue through the night until Friday, 7:00 p.m., with 
the sticks used around the center space during Advent and those used to build the house on 
Christmas Eve as fuel.

GOOD FRIDAY | FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 12:00 NOON AND 7:00 P.M. 
12:00 noon Worship based on the Seven Last Words of Christ on the cross, with guest preachers.

7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) featuring “Voices from the Passion,” a cantata 
by the late Minnesota composer and church musician, Ronald A Nelson, with the Good 
Shepherd Choir, orchestra and soloists. This powerful musical meditation draws us 
deeply into the emotional core of Good Friday using only the words spoken by Jesus 
and the people around him.

EASTER SUNDAY | SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
Festival worship with Holy Communion, with music by all the choirs of Good Shepherd, 
accompanied by brass and timpani.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER | SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 8:15 & 10:30 A.M. 
Celebration of Easter with a “Salsa service” led once again by members of the Salsa del Soul 
Orchestra. This is a not to be missed worship event!
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This past year has been, in many ways, a difficult one in/for/throughout our world. Our national 
political climate is fraught with difficulty – not to mention the increasingly tense international 
scene – then there is the bitterly sad reality of emotional and sexual abuse that has (finally) been 
exposed, and no doubt there is more that we could say on top of these.
It’s hard to know what to think or how to feel. It’s hard to manage.
As a Christian, one way that helps me manage my thoughts and my feelings is to ask questions 
like: what does God think of all this? Or perhaps more to the point, How does God feel about 
it?
“Hold on, now,” you might be thinking, “Hold on! Our God isn’t an angry God!”
You may have heard people say (and may have thought yourself ) that God – particularly the 
God we meet in Christ Jesus – is a God of love, of gentleness and mercy, of grace and not of 
wrath. That entire sentence is true, except for the very end of it. Grace and mercy and gentleness 
and love are not simplistically the opposite of wrath. 
Love does not mean never being angry. Test it for yourself and see. Who do you love? Who is 
the first person who comes to mind? Have you ever been angry with them? Not just irritated, 
but slam-a-door, break-a-vase, heart-stoppingly angry? I’m guessing you’ve said yes. If you didn’t, 
try again, and this time tell the truth.
Something similar is true of God as well.
God’s anger is the flip-side of God’s love. If God loves and cares at all, then of course God must 
get angry. Yes, God gets angry.

Angry at sin. 
Angry at suffering. 
Angry at injustice. 
Angry at hate, and self-interest, and abuse, and (if God is anything like me) especially at 
indifference.

Yes, God gets angry.
So what, then, about us? Ought we to indulge in a little “righteous anger” of our own?
Here I would urge caution. Because, you see, our anger tends to be lasting. When we get angry 
we hold on to it, we milk it, we cherish it even. We may forgive, and we may try to forget, but 
as often as not, anger lingers.
Yes, God gets angry. And that is actually Good News for us, because it helps us when we are being 
wronged, and it calls us into check when we are the ones doing the wronging. And, the difference 
between God’s anger and our own is that God’s anger doesn’t last. As Psalm 34 teaches us,

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,       
and give thanks to his holy name.  
For God’s anger is but for a moment;        
God’s favor is for a lifetime.  
Weeping may linger for the night,         
but joy comes with the morning (Psalm 30:4-5).

The Psalms 
and the 
Anger of God 
Rise up, O Lord, in your 
anger; lift yourself up against 
the fury of my enemies; 
awake, O my God; you have 
appointed a judgment 
(Psalm 7:6).

“Come,” my heart says, “seek 
his face!” Your face, Lord, do 
I seek. Do not hide your face 
from me. Do not turn your 
servant away in anger, you 
who have been my help. Do 
not cast me off, do not 
forsake me, O God of my 
salvation! (Psalm 27:8-9).

O God, why do you cast us 
off forever? Why does your 
anger smoke against the 
sheep of your pasture? 
(Psalm 74:1).

And they ate and were well 
filled, for he gave them what 
they craved. But before they 
had satisfied their craving, 
while the food was still in 
their mouths, the anger of 
God rose against them and 
he killed the strongest of 
them, and laid low the flower 
of Israel (Psalm 78:29-31).

But you, O Lord, are a God 
merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness 
(Psalm 86:15).

“Does God Still Get Angry?”
s c r i p t u r e  s t o r y

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON
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MISSION  
KANDAHAR
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON 

In December we received donations to send to Kandahar Airfield and the 451st Expeditionary Group. Just before Christmas we 
sent two boxes, 60 pounds each, of gifts for our troops, including:

¡ 6 bars of soap, 1 bottle of body wash 
¡  16 tubes of toothpaste, 16 brushes,  

9 packs of dental floss
¡ 18 packages of lip balm 
¡ 24 personal Kleenex packages
¡ 6 multi-packs of gum
¡ 4 packages of pretzel “dippers”
¡ 7 bags of individually wrapped hard candies
¡ 7 bags of individually wrapped granola bars

¡ 10 bags of individually wrapped chocolates (and 1 big bar)
¡ 10 packages of Oreos
¡  150 individually wrapped sticks of beef jerky  

(many of which we wrapped again in personal greetings and 
prayers from our Sunday School kids) 

¡ 75 magazines 
¡ $100 worth of New Testaments
¡ $690 worth of cigars
¡ 15 copies of The Fulton Catechism
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My seminary classmate, and one of my oldest friends, Darrel Kyle sent the following greeting a week  
after New Year’s:

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings from Kandahar Airfield and the members of the 451st Expeditionary Group. We are just past the 
celebration of the New Year and still hard at work here in the Chaplain section. I am sure that many of you 
wonder about the ministry that we have here in the AOR (Area of Responsibility). 

For military chaplains the duties that we hold are focused on others – not a lot different than the job of every 
Christian, really. The ministry team we have here consists of one chaplain (that would be me) and one 
chaplain assistant. We ensure that the airmen here can freely exercise their religious faith as guaranteed under 
the 1st Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. That means that we lead worship services weekly in partnership 
with the U.S. Army, as well as facilitating other religious groups being able to get together for their religious 
rites and services. We have many faiths represented here, and a big part of our job is to make certain that no 
one is denied their freedom to worship. 

Most people think of Father Mulcahy from M*A*S*H. when they think of a chaplain. While many of the parts 
of that character do ring true, there are some things that just don't match up to the reality of the everyday life of 
a chaplain. Often times that character says something like: I can do Jewish, when there is a member of another 
faith group or religion in the show. The truth is that I am a Christian Lutheran pastor and cannot pretend to be 
something I am not. It’s very clear that my religious beliefs and the beliefs you and I share as Lutherans guide 
who I am and what I do as a chaplain. That being said, I do work with and serve with members of a great many 
faiths. I am called to serve all the members of this unit, regardless of their religion or even a lack of any faith at 
all. I visit, counsel and provide support for all of our airmen and even the occasional soldier, sailor or marine who 
crosses our path. In short, it is Christ that we are called to serve by serving the neighbor, no matter who they 
may happen to be. We have also been very fortunate to be able to reach out to many of the people from all over 
the world who work on the facility. Many of these are people from very poor parts of the world who come here 
to try and build a better life for the families that they leave at home by sending home the money that they earn 
here.

We were so very grateful to receive the incredible packages from all of you this past week. It is almost like 
Christmas again when TSgt. Belleau and I open boxes from people back in the States. It is very encouraging 
to our military to know that we are remembered by the people back home. This has been America’s longest 
war, and often it is easy for us to forget that. Each day for over 15 years, Americans have been overseas serving 
this nation by sacrificing their time and some even their lives in defense of the United States.

You have provided us with a blessing that is greater than the contents of the packages you mailed. You have 
told us that you remember. 

Even better, you have obeyed the command of our Lord Jesus Christ when he said to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. Your service to us is indeed an act of love.

I would love to tell you more, but I have to get going. Tonight is cigar night here, and this evening’s festivities 
have been provided for by the good people of Good Shepherd. Cigar night may have cigar as the first word, 
but the real point is fellowship and time together. For that too, thank you and God bless you!

Chaplain Darrell O. Kyle, 451st AEG



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Along with 20-plus other churches, Good Shepherd participated in the South Metro Meal Pack for 
Feed My Starving Children at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church during the week of January 29 to 
February 3. On January 31, dozens of Good Shepherd members and friends joined together as part 
of Project 31, our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. During the week millions 
of meals were packed and many, many children fed because of our work in Christ’s name.

Project 31: Feed My Starving Children


