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Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you 
love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples – when 
they see the love you have for each other” ( John 13:35, The Message).

So begins the article by Cathy Roinas on behalf of the Stewardship Team (page 7). It’s 
a beautiful article about some of the ways the love of Christ is brought to life through 
the lives you are living. Our cover story (pages 12-13) is a heart-warming story about 
the experience of two Lay Eucharistic Ministers, bringing Christ’s love to life with one 
of our homebound members. I was teary-eyed, reading of their developing bond together, 
talking and laughing and remembering – remembering stories of days gone by, 
remembering together the community of Good Shepherd, and sharing the body and 
blood of Christ together. 

This is our call, as people of faith – to love as Christ loved, to let that love of Christ 
shine through all that we do and say, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. And who 
is our neighbor? Pastor Jacobson discusses this question in the Scripture story (page 
16). On page 15 Pastor Jacobson talks about the next Over Coffee Presents, a three-part 
series on “Who Is Our Neighbor? The Question of Immigration in 2017.” And as the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation looms, read carefully some highlights of the 
Reformation on pages 4-5.

Love comes to life as we care for God’s creation (page 7).  Thanks to Jack Sullivan 
spearheading a grant proposal from Hennepin County to facilitate recycling programs 
(a grant we received!) and to you, for using the organic and recycling bins, we are saving 
40 pounds of organic waste each week from going into the landfill!

The mission of Urban Homeworks is “to build community and foster stability in the 
city” ( Joel Marty, page 8). The volunteers in this ministry join others from the 
neighborhoods and from other churches renovating homes, letting “a hammer and a 
trowel, a paintbrush and a shovel” proclaim the love of Christ. You’ll get to know some 
of these volunteers in the article (pages 8-9)!

You’ll get to know our council president Dwight Larson through “10 Questions” (pages 
10-11) and discover other happenings at Good Shepherd throughout the pages of this 
issue of Together magazine.  

God’s blessings to each of you as together we are Christ’s love coming to life!

 Pastor Debra Samuelson

ON	THE	COVER:	

(l-r): Nancy Liddy, Renza Anderson, Chuck Liddy
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Starting in October of this year we will have a series of big anniversaries in our church – the 500th anniversary of pretty much 
everything. By “our church” I don’t mean Good Shepherd or the ELCA, but the Lutheran church at large and beyond it as we 
mark the Reformation of the 16th century which was an attempt to create change in the Roman Catholic Church.

Martin Luther said that “the true treasure of the Church is the Most Holy Gospel of the glory and the grace of God.” As we 
prepare to remember and celebrate what Luther (and many other reformers) stood for and accomplished, we do well to keep that 
phrase in mind. It was the Gospel that Luther strove to return to the center of the Roman church and to which he held staunchly 
in his ministry, teaching, writing and preaching.

VDMA
One of the great slogans of the Reformation, VDMA stand for “Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum,” taken from Isaiah 40:8. 
This phrase means “God’s Word remains for eternity.”

Simul iustus et peccator 
Luther understood the human condition as a sort of mixed state. He said that we are “simultaneously righteous and sinful” or 
“saint and sinner.” At all times, and in all things, we are both. Luther does not deny that Christians may grow in their 
“righteousness.” Rather, he reminds us that we cannot rely on ourselves as the source of our growth, nor delude ourselves that we 
are holier than we are. In his striking way, Luther reminds us that in this life, we are creatures and believers “in process”: 

This life, therefore, is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness; not health, but healing, not being, but 
becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not 
yet finished, but it is going on, this is not the end, but it us the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is 
being purified.

The Priesthood of All Believers
One of the fundamental moves that Luther makes is to claim that in baptism all people are “ordained,” set aside as ministers 
for Christ. He refused to accept any division or “hierarchy” among believers; a pastor or priest is set aside for a particular office 
or role in the church, but is not “higher” than lay people. 

That the pope or bishop anoints, makes tonsures, ordains, consecrates, or dresses differently from the laity, may 
make a hypocrite or an idolatrous oil-painted icon, but it in no way makes a Christian or spiritual human 
being. In fact, we are all consecrated priests through Baptism, as St. Peter in 1 Peter 2[:9] says, “You are a royal 
priesthood and a priestly kingdom,” and Revelation [5:10], “Through your blood you have made us into priests 
and kings.”

In On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, Luther said further: 

How then if they are forced to admit that we are all equally priests, as many of us as are baptized, and by this 
way we truly are; while to them is committed only the Ministry (ministerium Predigtamt) and consented to by 
us (nostro consensu)? If they recognize this they would know that they have no right to exercise power over us 
(ius imperii, in what has not been committed to them) except insofar as we may have granted it to them, for 
thus it says in 1 Peter 2, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a priestly kingdom.” In this way we are all 
priests, as many of us as are Christians. There are indeed priests whom we call ministers. They are chosen from 
among us, and who do everything in our name. That is a priesthood which is nothing else than the Ministry. 
Thus 1 Corinthians 4:1: “No one should regard us as anything else than ministers of Christ and dispensers of 
the mysteries of God.”

Good Shepherd 
Celebrates  
the 500th 
Anniversary of 
the Reformation
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON,  
TEACHING PASTOR

1517    1519           1520                       1521         1522      1529        1530            1536             1546
The 95 Theses. Martin 
Luther (1483-1546) 
posts his 95 Theses on 
the door of Wittenburg 
Cathedral, in protest of 
the Catholic doctrine of 
indulgences and 
formally begins the 
Protestant Reformation.

At the Leipzig 
Debate, Luther is 
opposed by Johann 
Eck (1486-1543). 
Luther argues that 
scripture alone (sola 
scriptura) is the 
source and authority 
for Christian faith 
and practice.
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Arguably the most important year 
in the Reformation, Luther 
publishes three of his most 
important writings: To the 
Christian Nobility of the German 
Nation, On the Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church, and On 
the Freedom of a Christian. 
In To the Christian Nobility of the 
German Nation, Luther outlines 
the doctrine of “the priesthood of 
all believers” and rejects the claim 
that only the pope could interpret 
or confirm interpretations of the 
Bible.

At the Diet of Worms, Luther appears before Charles V, 
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, to answer charges of 
heresy. Refusing to recant, Luther says, 

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is 
well known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not 
recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to 
go against conscience. May God help me. Amen.

Luther is then declared a heretic and is excommunicated by 
Pope Leo X. Frederick III, elector of Saxony, ensures that 
Luther is taken to the Wartburg Castle for his own safety.

The Luther Bible is 
published. While 
sequestered at the Wartburg 
Castle, Luther publishes a 
translation of the New 
Testament into German. (The 
Old Testament was 
completed in 1534.)

At the Marburg Colloquy, 
Luther meets with Ulrich 
Zwingli (1484-1531) to discuss 
the issue of the presence of 
Christ in the Lord’s Supper. 
Luther held to the 
“sacramental union” of the 
body and blood and the 
bread and wine, as opposed 
to the symbolic view of the 
reformer Zwingli. Their division 
on the issue of communion 
was never reconciled.

The Augsburg Confession, an 
outline of Lutheran theology 
and practice, is published.

John Calvin (1509-1564) 
publishes his work of 
systematic theology: 
Institutes of the Christian 
Religion.

Martin Luther dies in the city of 
Eisleben. His final words were: 
“We are beggars: this is true.”

5

Here are some (but by no means all!) of the hallmarks of the Lutheran Reformation: 
The Three “Solas”
Sola gratia: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –  and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God –  not by 
works, so that no one can boast.”
Sola fide: “. . . faith alone makes someone just and fulfills [God’s] law,” “Faith is that which brings the Holy Spirit through the 
merits of Christ.”
Sola scriptura: God’s Word alone is the source of our faith, and the guide in our religious and spiritual practice. “A simple 
layperson armed withScripture is greater than the mightiest pope without it.”
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According to Hennepin County, the commercial sector generates 
more than half of the total waste in Hennepin County, and nearly 
two-thirds of the waste created at businesses and non-profits is 
recyclable. The county believes that a strong recycling program 
conserves natural resources and reduces greenhouse gas emissions, 
can help the bottom line of the organization and demonstrates 
a commitment to sustainability and the community. To help 
facilitate recycling programs, Hennepin County offers grants up 
to $10,000 for businesses and non-profit organizations.
During 2015 the Green Team, led by Jack and Lynne Sullivan, 
applied for one of these grants. The grant was approved and work 
began. The grant covered new recycling and trash bins, organic 
bags, three months of organic recycling pick-up and construction 
of a wall surrounding the dumpsters. 
We began organic recycling in April 2016. The new bins are located 
in the narthex and in many areas throughout the building. They 
are clearly marked for organic waste, recycling and trash. They 
even include images of the type of waste that goes into each section. 

We are proud to report that – according to our sanitation service, 
Aspen Waste Systems –  we now recycle approximately 40 pounds 
of organic waste each week, resulting in a corresponding reduction 
of approximately 40 pounds of trash each week! This has allowed 
us to move to every other week for our trash pick up. We hope 
to continue reducing the amount of trash we generate, and we 
thank the entire congregation for your cooperation!
What’s next for the Green Team? If you would like to 
become a member, please contact Karen Walhof at k.walhof@
goodshepherdmpls.org.

RECYCLING GRANT  
AIDS OUR STEWARDSHIP

BY LAURA STEIN, BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

Famed Jewish philosopher Martin Buber 
wrote of the Rabbi Zusyi who, as an old man, 
said, “In the coming world, they will not ask 
me, ‘Why were you not Moses?’ They will 
ask me, ‘Why were you not Zusyi?’”

The message here is that God has given 
each of us a unique combination of talents 
to develop and to use in becoming our best 
selves. Educational psychologist Donald 
Clifton believed individuals are able to 
gain far more when they work toward 
developing their greatest talents than when 
they invest comparable effort in trying to 
fix their weaknesses.

A strength, according to Clifton, is established 
when our most powerful talents are enhanced 
with acquired skills and knowledge. When 

we are able to identify, maximize and apply 
these strengths in our life experiences, we are 
more engaged and productive with a greater 
sense of confidence and well-being. 

With strong evidence of this, based on 
countless interviews in his work with 
Gallup®, Clifton developed the assessment 
tool StrengthsFinder®. This assessment, 
which incorporates 34 talent themes, 
identifies a person’s five most dominant 
strengths and describes how each is put 
into use in their lives.

The church is one of many settings in which 
the StrengthsFinder® assessment tool is being 
used. Albert Winesman, author of Living Your 
Strengths, writes that churches are experiencing 
a power shortage because people are not 

E N G A G I N G  O U R  S T R E N G T H S
BY ANDREA NORMAN, MINISTRY BOARD CHAIR

harnessing the power of their innate gifts. 
Gallup® found that half of churchgoers say 
they don’t get to do what they do best, which 
decreases the potential of adding value to the 
life and ministries of congregations.

Working with Marianne and Teresa Malko, 
who have experience with StrengthsFinder®, 
the Ministry Board is considering offering 
this assessment at Good Shepherd. Board 
members took the assessment and received 
results and follow-up coaching. We agreed 
that the assessment provided valuable insights 
into personal growth and life experiences and 
our work together on the board. It became 
clear that when we engage our strengths, we 
discover the best of who we are and can better 
support and affirm the best in others.

 “Let me give you a new command: Love 
one another. In the same way I loved you, 
you love one another. This is how everyone 
will recognize that you are my disciples 
–  when they see the love you have for each 
other” ( John 13:35, The Message). 

If we believe every commercial on TV, love 
is buying the right car or an expensive piece 
of jewelry. Especially in February! We 
could become numb to the word LOVE 
if we weren’t reminded how Jesus 
commanded us to love – as he loved us.

Good Shepherd members and friends 
generously responded in love to the fall 
stewardship and budget appeals that 
support the many ministries of the church 

YOUR LOVE BROUGHT TO LIFE
BY CATHY ROINAS, STEWARDSHIP TEAM

through staffing, programs and benevolence. 
In addition to financial giving, you support 
our ministries by volunteering and being 
the hands and feet of Christ as we serve 
our neighbors. 

You have already seen the headline, “Your 
Love Brought to Life,” in the Sunday 
morning bulletin insert and the weekly 
email. The Stewardship Team is celebrating 
and highlighting stories where Good 
Shepherd members and friends are 
making a difference in our community. 
Recently, for example, we saw the hand-
written thank you messages from the 
residents of the Ebenezer Care Center 
who were grateful for the Christmas gifts. 

In addition, we’ll be hearing from members 
during Sunday announcements about how 
they are personally impacted by 
participating in various ministries such as 
Louis and Eleanor Walker serving with 
Families Moving Forward and Tim Matyi’s 
long-term service with Camden Promise.

We encourage you to share a story about 
how serving has made an impact on your 
life, or if you want to share a story about 
someone else showing “love brought to 
life.”  Email your story to Caitlin Canfield 
(c.canfield@goodshepherdmpls.org).

Thank you for the many ways you support  
Good Shepherd – Where Loves Comes to Life!

Volunteers for the 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 8, shift celebrate post-pack with joy-filled smiles. These are just 
a few of the over 125 Good Shepherd volunteers who were part of the Feed My Starving Children South Metro Meal Pack.
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Right inside the door of the duplex, Jon 
Clark was patching cracks in the wall. In a 
back bedroom, Brian Weist was painting 
the closet. And in the office alcove just off 
the dining room, Joel Marty was on his 
knees, caulking the baseboard/wall seam. 
Good Shepherd folks were a significant 
part of the working crew at the Urban 
Homeworks house last month.

 Others were painting trim, patching walls, 
and touching up the hard-wood floor. There 
is much to do at the site. Mike Thomes, 
who has often helped on those Saturday 
workdays, says, “I’ve done demolition, 
painting, plastering, cleanup.” Just outside 
on the street was a fully-stocked van, with 
all the tools needed to renovate the home. 
It will be a splendid house for a family 
looking for a home!

Since 1995, Urban Homeworks has been 
providing renovated housing opportunities, 
creating space for construction training, 
intentionally weaving together a network 
of engaged neighbors and mobilizing 
volunteers in Minneapolis. Joel Marty, team 
leader for the ministry at Good Shepherd, 
says, “Their goal is to build community and 
foster stability in the city.” By connecting 
resources and involving individuals and 
organizations, they have redeveloped more 
than 200 properties, involving 17,000 

volunteers, 1,200 construction trainees, and 
more than 400 neighbors in the city. 
According to their website, “The mission 
of Urban Homeworks is to perpetuate the 
hope of Jesus Christ through innovative 
community development that produces 
equitable, dignified housing, a strategic 
network of good neighbors and the 
redemptive development of real estate.” 

Good Shepherd has been involved with 
Urban Homeworks since 2012, specifically 
through Trust Builders, a south Minneapolis 
neighborhood organization based at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church on Nicollet, the 
working group of which our congregation 
is a part. On the second Saturday of each 
month, people with construction skills, 
handyman abilities or just a heart for 
families, gather to repair and rehabilitate 
an urban housing unit that needs work. “It’s 
a ministry that fits a different niche and 
attracts different volunteers than other 
ministries in our congregation,” Joel says.

Because these houses are reconditioned, 
people have the opportunity to live in 
comfortable and healthly homes. Plus, 
houses in the city’s inner core that might 
have been neglected and abandoned are 
maintained. Joel says, “There was a high 
percentage of absentee landlords in the 
urban neighborhoods, and income flowed 

out of the neighborhood. Urban Homeworks 
is committed to keeping income in the 
neighborhoods, so they not only buy and 
renovate homes there, but they also train 
young people in construction skills and hire 
tradespeople within the neighborhood.”

Mike Thomes points out, “I think it’s a very 
positive influence on those communities 
that need help –  in the near north side and 
the Phillips neighborhood – to fix up the 
homes so families can live there.” It’s good 
for families; it’s good for the city!

But it’s not just because they like to get their 
hands dirty (or paint-spattered) and destroy 
and rebuild that these volunteers find their 
way to building sites all over the metro area 
each month. Volunteer Brian Weist says, 
“First of all, it gives me an opportunity to 
interact with others from Good Shepherd. 
But more, I’m a big believer in Maslow’s 
hierarchy of needs, a spectrum of needs 
which sees basic needs at the bottom – 
housing and food, for example – and sees 
spirituality at the top. The thing is, it’s hard 
to think about faith when your basic needs 
aren’t met. We can help with that.” Jon Clark 
says what’s in his heart: “Reaching out to 
help our neighbors is following the message 
of Christ.” Indeed, sometimes the Gospel 
is proclaimed with a hammer and a trowel, 
a paintbrush and a shovel.

URBAN HOMEWORKS CHANGES THE FACE OF THE CITY
WELCOME HOME, NEIGHBOR!
BY KAREN WALHOF

Good Shepherd contributes each year through benevolences to Urban Homeworks. In addition, the 
organization sponsors two big fundraisers each year. Perpetuate the Hope is a luncheon event where 
major construction firms match funds donated by those committed to this ministry. The Green Drive 
offers outstate farmers a chance to donate grain to benefit the organization. If you’re interested in 
working or in attending Perpetuate the Hope, see Joel Marty. He’s eager to help you get involved!

Jon Clark patching  
the entry hall walls.

Mike Thomes helps rebuild.

The blue house is the site where the 
Urban Homeworks crew was working.

A van offers all the tools necessary.



In LifeLines, starting in January 2017, we shifted 
our emphasis away from the Narrative Lectionary 
text for the day to some thematic, series-oriented 
studying and learning.

In January, we had a four-week series on stewardship.

In February, we had another four-week series on the 
question of “The Silence of God.”

During the Sundays of Lent (March 5-April 7) we 
will be exploring “The Seven Habits of Highly 
Faithful People” (with respect to Steven Covey). We 
will look at basic, day-to-day Christian practice, 
under the heading of the exhortation of Philippians 
2:5: “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.” The topics will be:

• Prayer
• Study –  Word and Worship
• Witness
• Repentance as Re-orientation
• The Practice of Love
• Giving
• Living Dead, and Raised 
Join us as we learn and practice the basics of the 
Christian life of faith.

LIFELINES  
TAKES A THEMATIC APPROACH

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON, 
TEACHING PASTOR
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YOU TOOK OVER AS PRESIDENT OF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD AT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING IN JANUARY. WHAT STEPS LED TO YOUR 
SELECTION?

I had the pleasure of serving on the call committee 
that recommended that the congregation call Pastor 
Samuelson, and I suppose that was a factor in my 
nomination. That said, Heather and I are both grateful 
for what Good Shepherd offers to each of us and our 
children, and as a result I am happy to take my turn 
and serve in this way. And I am also excited about the 
opportunity to work closely with Pastor Deb.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER OF GOOD 
SHEPHERD? HOW DID YOU DECIDE TO JOIN? 

Heather and I have been members for approximately 
15 years. We joined when Clara was young; we were 
looking for a church closer to our home. It was the 
combination of a strong Sunday school program and 
a church we could walk to that sold us.

COULD YOU TRACE YOUR FAITH JOURNEY?

I grew up in a small town in North Dakota where 
my family were members of the local Lutheran 
church, and my childhood is filled with memories 
of playing on the stage in the church basement, 
hearing the hymns I still love and the sounds of 
the liturgy, memorizing Luther’s Small Catechism 

and participating in the church youth group with 
my teenage awkwardness. These things are 
foundational for me. Through my adulthood faith 
became more complicated, with doubt sprinkled 
in, but it also became deeper and more profound, 
a connection to the holy.

WHAT AREAS OF THE CHURCH’S ACTIVITIES ARE 
THE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

Perhaps most important are all of the activities our 
children have participated in, from canoe trips to 
mission trips to Sunday school to service opportunities 
such as Families Moving Forward – all of the things 
that ground them spiritually and give them a safe 
space where they can grow in so many ways. For 
myself, worship is central – a centering experience 
in a busy life. And there is nothing like Holy 
Communion, with the freedom it gives and the 
connection to God and to the experience of believers 
through the ages.

CAN YOU DESCRIBE YOUR CAREER?

I have worked professionally as both an engineer and 
a lawyer. I am fortunate enough to serve currently as 
General Counsel of Mortenson Construction, where 
both of those disciplines are useful.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

WHAT LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 
MOST?

I enjoy hiking, cross-country skiing and reading. Our 
family greatly enjoys traveling together.

COULD YOU SHARE A BIBLE VERSE THAT’S 
IMPORTANT TO YOU?

Yes, Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there 
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.”

COULD YOU NAME A FAVORITE HYMN?

Yes, that’s easy: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FACING GOOD 
SHEPHERD?

In my view our biggest challenge is the one faced by 
most churches: how to remain vital and continue to 
fulfill our mission of furthering the Gospel in the face 
of cultural and generational change. We are all aware 
of the cultural changes – a culture that was once 
supportive of churches is now indifferent, and it offers 
a vast range of alternatives to involvement in 
communities of faith. And younger generations – 
particularly millennials – tend to view spirituality and 
involvement in churches differently than older 
generations, and they are less inclined to choose church 
over other alternatives. Our challenge is to continue 
to be relevant and to offer spiritual sustenance to all 
generations in a busy and changing world. But this 
challenge is also a tremendous opportunity – how to 
bring the healing power of the Gospel to people living 
their lives in a changing culture. And it’s not like 
nobody has been thinking about this – staff and others 
in the congregation have thought a great deal about 
these challenges and how to meet them, and Good 
Shepherd continues to be a place of great spiritual 
vitality. Nevertheless, these challenges remain, and 
they are large. I am confident that Good Shepherd 
can meet them – both now and in the future – but 
doing so will require the focus and effort of all of us.

WHAT IS YOUR HOPE, YOUR PRAYER, FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY OF FAITH?

My hope and prayer for Good Shepherd is that it can 
continue to be a vibrant community of faith and a 
beacon of the light of the Gospel long into the future.

QUESTIONS WITH 
DWIGHT LARSON 
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BY ANN BURCKHARDT
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Sunday afternoon. I follow Chuck and Nancy Liddy into the 
TowerLight Senior Living residence in St. Louis Park. A beautiful 
building, it provides apartments with nursing assistance to seniors 
who live there. Chuck and Nancy are Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
(LEMs), a ministry begun at Good Shepherd in November 2016. 
Once a month LEMs visit a homebound person who has identified 
with Good Shepherd, bringing news about the ministries of the 
congregation, caring conversation and Holy Communion. Renza 
Anderson lives at TowerLight, and Chuck and Nancy have been 
appointed to visit her. 

A longtime member of Good Shepherd, Renza is 103 years old. 
She is sitting in her wheelchair in the community room along 
with other residents – some watching TV, others playing Scrabble, 
still others catching a quick nap. Chuck and Nancy greet her, then 
wheel her down the hall to her charming, comfortable apartment, 
filled with the treasures of a lifetime.

Chuck and Nancy didn’t know Renza before being paired with 
her through this ministry. On their first visit, Nancy says, “We 
introduced ourselves and told Renza we were from Good 
Shepherd. She recognized that right away. We went on a Sunday, 
and I brought a bulletin from church and told her what was 

going on at church.” On this day, the Liddys begin by asking 
about Renza’s health and her activities. Renza is positive and 
thankful. She tells them about her family: three children who 
stay in close touch with her, and her husband Paul who died 
several years ago. She was a teacher, and during each visit the 
Liddys learn a bit more about her career. Nancy is masterful at 
directing the conversation so it flows naturally, responding to 
Renza’s interests and recollection. Chuck’s comments amuse 
Renza, creating a relaxed and pleasant atmosphere. At one point, 
she asks him his name once again, then jokes that “Liddy is an 
odd name. It doesn’t sound Norwegian to me.” Chuck tells her 
it’s Irish, that he’s unique at Good Shepherd; they laugh together. 
More questions, memories, anecdotes follow; I watch as 
understanding, connection, community develop.

Many details elude her memory, but Renza remembers Good 
Shepherd. Although she isn’t able to come to worship or participate 
in other ministries at this point in her life, that wasn’t always the 
situation. In years past she was an active member who was deeply 
involved in the life of the congregation, always ready to help with 
activities and a faithful choir member. In fact, when I became a 
member in 1978, one of the first things I did was join the choir, 

where I sat between Renza and Marillyn Hanson in the soprano 
section. They were the first people to make me feel welcomed and 
valued within our community of faith. I remember listening to 
their voices, striving to blend with them and finding the joy of 
making music as a group. Each week we talked about the day’s 
experiences as we sat together. And, I must admit, occasionally 
the choir director was annoyed when we burst into laughter during 
rehearsal. I clearly remember that it always was the fault of the 
basses behind us – especially Andy Norman and Bud Hammond. 
When I recall those days with Renza now, we laugh together once 
again, an echo of times past.

Renza is eager to hear about what’s happening “at church.” Nancy 
tells about several events and service opportunities. “Yes, it’s a good 
place,” Renza responds wistfully. Then Nancy offers Holy 
Communion. Renza nods and straightens herself in the wheelchair, 
ready to receive God’s gift. Nancy tells her that the bread and wine 
have been blessed at worship, then recalls the words which had 
been said: “In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus 
took bread. . . .” Together Chuck, Nancy and Renza say the Lord’s 
Prayer. And those words are easily remembered; Renza speaks 
them with confidence, sure of their meaning, certain they will be 

Pastoral Intern Heather Roth Johnson has primary 
responsibility for this ministry. “It’s my internship 
project,” Heather says. “For over 20 years I have 
worked with children and family ministries, helping 
them hear God’s story and connect it to their stories. 
I love working with those ages. But as an intern I 
wanted to expand my ministry to other age groups, 
to visit homebound members and talk about their 
stories. I thought, is there a way we can broaden the 
circle so the Sunday morning story can be brought 
to them?” Heather worked with Pastor Samuelson 
to develop the LEM program. “We bring the bulletin 
to our homebound brothers and sisters and tell them 
what’s going on at church. Then we bring them 
something tangible – the bread and wine – the story 
of what God has done for them.” 

Currently 18 people are serving as LEMs, and 20 
to 30 people are visited each month. Heather 
emphasizes that more LEM volunteers are needed. 
She is eager to talk with anyone interested, explain 
more about the ministry, offer a brief training session 
and then link volunteers with homebound members. 
Heather says, “Connecting the LEM volunteers 
and our homebound members is a match-making 
process, identifying each person’s gifts and the needs 
of others in the community.” 

heard. Nancy breaks off a tiny piece of the wafer: “The body of 
Christ given for you.” Then: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
It is a holy moment. Faith is fed and affirmed.

When it’s time to say goodbye, the three embrace and promise to 
meet again soon. And although Chuck and Nancy have been 
visiting Renza for only a few months, the warmth between them 
is palpable. Nancy says later, “Of course it makes you feel good 
about serving and making a connection with Renza. She responds 
and seems very pleased with our visits, and it makes me excited 
about going back to spend time with her again. It’s a good feeling 
to be meaningful to her.” Chuck adds, “The opportunity to visit 
someone – especially Renza at 103 – and bring some brightness 
to her life is wonderful. It’s amazing to learn more about her and 
see what a vibrant life she has lived.” It’s a mutual exchange that 
brings joy and warm friendship.

But that’s not all. Nancy relates, “I said yes when I was asked 
because it’s an opportunity to share the Word with somebody who 
can’t get to church.” In the Apostles’ Creed we call it “the 
communion of saints.” It’s a beautiful theological concept. And 
it’s powerful to see it lived out before your eyes – on a Sunday 
afternoon, at TowerLight, with Nancy and Chuck and Renza.

Being the Communion of Saints
“An Opportunity to Share the Word with 
Somebody Who Can’t Get to Church”
BY KAREN WALHOF “The body of Christ, given for you.”

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
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DEATHS 
11.10.1925 - 12.19.2016 
INA	OLSEN

BAPTISMS
1.8.2017 
BERNEY	KITT	ASCHENBECK

1.22.2017 
GREYSON	ALEC	COX	AND	AIDEN	JAMES	COX

1.22.2017 
KYLE	LUCAS	JOHNSON		

NEW MEMBERS
GAIL	KILTIE	AND	KURT	DUHN

JOE	AND	DESTINY	HAGEN,		
BENNETT	AND	EVERLY

DANIEL	AND	KELLY	KUEFFER,		
LEVI	AND	CHARLOTTE

JOHN	AND	JILL	RIES

JON	AND	DANA	SEVERSON

Midweek Lenten worship | Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5
7:00 p.m. “Story Core” is this year’s theme for our midweek worship during Lent. Join the community at 5:30 for a 

homemade soup supper and then worship at 7:00. Come and discover how God’s story connects to our story 
through the lives of five of our Good Shepherd people. Holden Evening Prayer will again serve as the 
musical and liturgical framework for our worship.

Lenten Dramas | Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, April 4, 6 and 7
7:00 p.m. Good Shepherd Players present the one act plays “Caiaphas” and “The Gardener” in the sanctuary.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday | Sunday, April 9
8:15 & 
10:30 a.m.

Procession of palms with music by the choirs of Good Shepherd. 

Maundy Thursday | Thursday, April 13
6:00 p.m. We will join together for worship and dinner, all at the same time, in the sanctuary. We will celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper and share in the feast that is God’s forgiveness in Christ Jesus.

Good Friday | Friday, April 14 
 12:00 noon 

7:00 p.m.

Worship based on the Seven Last Words of Christ on the cross.

Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) featuring “The Seven Words of Christ on the Cross,” a cantata by 
Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672), with the Good Shepherd Choir, orchestra and soloists. Our presentation of 
this beautiful and historic Lutheran work by Bach’s most significant musical forbearer is part of Good 
Shepherd’s celebration of the 500th anniversary year of Luther’s Reformation. 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday) | Sunday, April 16 
8:00, 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m.

Festival worship with Holy Communion, with music by all the choirs of Good Shepherd,  
accompanied by brass and timpani.

Second Sunday of Easter | Sunday, April 23 
8:15 & 
10:30 a.m.

Celebration of Easter with a “Salsa service” led once again by members of the Salsa del Soul Orchestra.  
This is a not-to-be-missed worship event!

Over Coffee, under the guidance of Herb Morgenthaler, 
established a legacy of bringing dynamic speakers to Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd on Thursday nights. Their talks 
led listeners, both from this congregation and from around 
our neighborhood in reflection on important issues and ideas.

Over Coffee – now Over Coffee Presents – will continue this 
important work by leading conversation sessions on difficult 
issues, and trying to find – and engage – the church’s place in 
those conversations. What is it that the followers of Christ 
have to offer our neighborhood, culture and world in the face 
of difficult realities? What do we have to learn? What are we 
called to do?

Our goal at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is to 
engage in thoughtful, respectful, meaningful and faithful 
conversation together. Our purpose is not to change minds or 
to come to a consensus, but to talk and to listen and to try to 
understand.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON, 
TEACHING PASTOR

CONVERSATIONS  
ON CURRENT ISSUES

PRESENTS: REAL CONVERSATIONS

THURSDAYS, MAY 11, 18 AND 25

“Who Is My Neighbor? The Question  
of Immigration in 2017”  

 

THURSDAYS, DECEMBER 7, 14 AND 21 

“‘Religion That Is Pure and Undefiled  
Before God’: Interreligious Dialogue”

Please watch for further information on these important 
conversations. If you have insights to offer or want to help 
in any way, please contact me.

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

Ash Wednesday | Wednesday, March 1
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Worship with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.
Evening worship with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion, with music by the Good Shepherd Choir.

Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours | Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, week of March 6 
through week of April 11
7:00 –  
7:30 a.m.

The Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours is a rhythm of antiphonally read Psalms and Old Testament readings. 
It will be held in our small chapel.

24 Hours of Keeping Watch – Thursday, April 13 through Friday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Following worship on Maundy Thursday we will light a fire in the courtyard and keep it burning until the 

Good Friday evening worship begins. You are invited to come and help keep watch.
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Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 
he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said 
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 
of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; 
and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured 
oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when 
I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:25-37).

In the Gospel of Luke there is a great exchange between Jesus and a 
lawyer. The lawyer asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

Jesus answers him simply, by pointing him back to the biblical law – with 
which this lawyer was well familiar – by asking a question of his own, 
“What is written in the law?”

In response, the lawyer first quotes Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength,” and then cites Leviticus 19:18, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”

Notice that the lawyer doesn’t talk about going to worship, or making 
sacrifices, or tithing, at least not explicitly. This is probably encapsulated in 
the command to love God with, quite literally, all of one’s being (heart, 
soul and strength), but the emphasis is on the word love. Love God. And 
the command to love God leads to another love, the love of one’s neighbor. 
Jesus approves of the lawyer’s answer and says, “Do this, and you will live.”

But then the lawyer asks the question that drives the story, “And who is 
my neighbor?”

Who is my neighbor?
Why would he ask such a question? The Gospel of Luke tells us that he 
asks this, “wanting to justify himself.” But what does “justification” mean 
here? Is he asking the question so that he can check it off of his list? Is 
he asking it in order to show, to prove that he is doing just this? Or, is 
he asking the question so that he can learn who it is that he must love, 
so that he can live?

It seems to me that we could read the lawyer’s question either way, and the 
way we read it probably says more about us than it does about the lawyer.

Perhaps we, too, need to ask this question for ourselves: Who is our 
neighbor? The parable of the Good Samaritan suggests that anyone who 
is in need is our neighbor, and so deserves our love and care and mercy. 

To whom do we show the mercy of God that comes from our love of God?

To whom do we show love that is a reflection of the love of God, with 
which God first loved us?

Who is our neighbor?
In an increasingly diverse world – in our increasingly diverse neighborhoods 
and work places and schools – there may be no more pressing question 
for the life of faith.

BY KARL N. JACOBSON, TEACHING PASTOR
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Who Is My Neighbor?

Lalo Aira Congregation  
Dedicates New Building

On Sunday, January 1, 2017, our companion 
congregation in Ethiopia at Lalo Aira moved 
from their former church building to a new 
building (top photo) just next door. 
Congregational leaders and pastors from 
the area led the procession into the new 
building (left). Note the processional cross, 
offering baskets, altar candles, altar flowers, 
some of the communion silver and altar 
books being carried into the new building. 

In the past during worship services, 
members of the congregation filled the 
former church building and a lean-to 
constructed in the church yard, while others 
stood listening and watching at the 
windows. Now the entire congregation is 
able to worship together in the new 
building. 

The building process has been underway 
for six years, so the celebration was jubilant, 
giving thanks to God. 

We salute their patient, hopeful faithfulness 
in God’s purpose and presence with them.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: JUNE 15-18
Diving into Bible stories, kids age 3 to 4th grade gather for a week of VBS at the Fun Factory. 
Together, we will discover that we are created by God - fearfully and wonderfully made - and 
built for a purpose. 

• PRESCHOOLERS, 9-12 NOON

•  ELEMENTARY KIDS, 9-3 PM  
(AFTERNOON SERVICE PROJECT TRIPS!)

•  FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT AT FEED MY  
STARVING CHILDREN ON JUNE 17, 9-NOON 

•  CELEBRATION SERVICE AT THE BANDSHELL  
AND PICNIC ON JUNE 18

Cost is $20 for age 3 through kindergarten and $25 for 1st through 4th grades.  
Registration opens online March 1.

Interested in volunteering? Youth 5th grade and up and adults of ages are needed to help make 
VBS a success! Please contact Heather Roth Johnson at 612-927-8849 or  
h.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

SUMMER MUSICAL  
THEATER CAMP
This camp is filled with lots of fun, challenging and 
creative activities for your children. Online registration 
is currently open.

• June 19-30: 1st-4th grade
• July 10-21: 4th-8th grade

Cost: $250 per child (scholarships are available)

The camp is run by Director of Performing Arts, 
Tor Johnson, and a large group of fun, talented 
and energetic adults and teens. Please contact 
Tor at tor.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org with 
any questions.

YOUTH SUMMER 
MINISTRIES
High school mission trip to the  
Appalachian Mountains

• July 22-30
• 15 youth spots available

Hammer, sweat, share and serve deeply  
in the beautiful hollers of Kentucky.

Wilderness Canoe Base

On-trail trips and intergenerational  
in-camp experiences

•  Middle and high school on-trail trips, 
August 7-12

• NEW: Family camp, August 9-12

Come paddle, portage and explore the 
beauty of creation as we head into the 
north woods together.

Homecoming hugs following a week of service in 
the Appalachian Mountains. 

Clean and sauna’ed after a full week in the Northwoods,  
at Wilderness Canoe Base. 

VBS offers learning and fun.

Summer Musical Theater Camp involves hundreds of 
children each summer.



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Discover how God’s story  
connects to our story

March 8 | John Mendesh              March 22 | Phil Jacobson   March 15 | Renee May 

March 29 | Anna Kit Helgen    April 5 | Mandy Bond

SOUP SUPPER EACH NIGHT - 5:30 p.m. - ALL INVITED AND WELCOME!

WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 p.m.


