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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

What an amazing community of faith! The congregational photos on the front cover and page 
22, along with the quotes from many of you, say it all. All that you see there is only a foretaste 
of the feast to come as you open the magazine and read articles that highlight reasons people 
feel the way they do about Good Shepherd.

Everybody loves a party! Mark your calendars for December 13 (page 7 ). As part of the celebration, 
in worship that day we will rededicate the sanctuary and other parts of the building. The service 
will include a new setting of Psalm 136 with music by Ralph Johnson and a new translation of 
the psalm by Pastor Karl Jacobson. This piece was commissioned in memory of Pastor Keith 
Magnuson and made possible by a grant from Good Shepherd’s Foundation. 

It’s a delight to understand the changes in the building through the lens of our architects on 
page 4.

Pastor Jacobson’s articles regularly lead us to a deeper understanding of a particular Bible story 
or of a theological concept, here from Martin Luther (page 16). There are important Advent 
events on page 6, the annual Christmas musical on page 8, the annual Christmas buffet on page 
11, and on page 17 “People of Peace. Race relations in the United States: Do we still have a 
dream?” All three of these important events are worth creating a space in your calendars. 

Reaching beyond ourselves is obvious in the ways this congregation lives out its faith. Remember 
one of our global companions (page 13) and some of our local outreach ministries. 

Read about our foundations on page 10 – about “names that support us, build us up and walk 
with us on this journey. And at the center of those names is the one that matters most, Jesus.” 
And learn about our G.I.F.T. classes – Growing in Faith Together, with our children and their 
parents, on page 9. Pastor David Berg is retiring the end of December. His moving words on 
page 15 are yet another clear picture of why people feel the way they do about Good Shepherd. 
Get to know our recently-arrived communications specialist and our intern, two new, quickly-
beloved members of the staff here.

Is it any surprise that Good Shepherd’s new tag line is “Where Love comes to Life” (page 13)? 
The love of God comes alive in the Body of Christ, and it is seen in so many ways and places in 
your lives individually and in our life together. 

What a great time at Good Shepherd! 

Pastor Debra Samuelson

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE
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A Conversation with the Architects

When we asked Ed Kodet Jr. if we could 
interview him and his team for Together 
magazine, he eagerly agreed. We were 
invited to his office, an historic mansion 
off Groveland Avenue in Minneapolis 
which overlooks the Walker Art Center 
and the Basilica. 

We had questions prepared, but the 
interview quickly turned into a lively and 
spirited conversation. Most of the Kodet 
team that worked on the Good Shepherd 
architectural design was there: Kelly 
Martinez, Ed Kodet, Teri Nagel, Sean 
Ceintz and Ken Stone. Unfortunately, 
Randy Newberg and Loren Morschen 
were not available to attend.

We started by asking Ed about his connection and relationship 
with Vic Gilbertson, the original Good Shepherd architect. Ed 
told us Vic’s firm was called Hills, Gilbertson and Hayes, a very 
highly regarded architectural group. Ed got to know Vic in the 
1970s while they both attended American Institute of Architects 
functions, both local and national. As Vic grew older, his 
daughter Barb would go with him. Ed said he has many fond 
memories of that father-daughter team!

The conversation then turned to the Good Shepherd building 
specifically. Ed said Kodet’s number one goal was to maintain 
the building’s design and integrity. Kelly reinforced their 
approach by studying and utilizing Vic’s book to understand 
the back story. Ken noted how valuable and exciting it is that 
the church has all of the original drawings preserved and stored. 
Such a treasured resource is not always still around after nearly 
70 years!

A fun note about Ken and his family: They are close neighbors 
to Good Shepherd! He fondly looks back to when his daughters 
participated with fund-raising car washes in the church parking 
lot, going to banquets in Fellowship Hall and, more recently, 
attending some of the “Over Coffee” series. He called the Good 
Shepherd family “an awesome neighbor” and a true asset to the 
Fulton neighborhood.

Teri and Kelly spent a lot of time with Good Shepherd staff 
and specific groups, such as the Altar Guild, listening and 
learning about what worked well, what didn’t work and what 
they would like to see changed or improved. Renovation can 
be an arduous journey, but Teri and Kelly tried to make it fun. 
And, from their perspective, the more voices the merrier!

We were curious about how Teri and Kelly began selecting all 
of the finishes that would be used in the renovated building. 
Teri instantly replied, “Brick!” They used all of our brick as the 
placeholder, insuring any new finishes would work with and 
compliment it, creating longevity and not trendy looks. Kelly 
was especially moved when Barb would exclaim, “My dad would 
have loved that!”

He called the Good Shepherd 
family “an awesome neighbor” 
and a true asset to the Fulton 
neighborhood.

Sean has been immersed in the Good Shepherd project since 
last spring, wearing many hats along the way. One of those was 
acting as the liaison between the owner’s representative (Ty 
Tallakson) and Anderson Companies, the general contractor. 
He very carefully issued documents, reviewed all costs (real 
and/or proposed) for accuracy, ran the bi-weekly construction 
meetings, and was onsite regularly, checking on progress and 
answering questions. His attention to detail has been 
unparalleled. We asked him what he appreciated most about 
Good Shepherd, and he responded by saying that the leaders 
and committees have been decisive and forthright, thus making 
his tricky job a bit easier and creating a much more efficient 
process. Sean’s role can be thankless at times, but Good Shepherd 
is very lucky to have had him working on the project.

As we began to wind down the conversation, we did pose a 
final question: What part of the Good Shepherd project is your 
favorite? Ed said it is the enhanced “progression” from the new 
lobby/entrance to the sanctuary. Teri indicated her favorite is 
the new large doors located between the sanctuary and the 
Foundation Bridge. Kelly quickly said it is the sanctuary. Ken 
cannot wait to see the new parking lot entrance and lobby 
completed. And Sean promised that he will be at one of the 
upcoming Godspell performances – that is what he is looking 
forward to!

What came out of this reflection for us is how proud the Kodet 
team is to be such an integral partner on this project. They 
respect that we chose to preserve our church home and the 
pride we demonstrated by doing so.

As we got up to leave, Ed told us, “You have a lot of tremendous 
things going on, and I’ll be watching you!”

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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The theme for our Advent worship this year is “The Way of Peace.” The Way leads 
us from Israel’s rediscovery of and recommitment to the Law, through Isaiah’s words 
of comfort to God’s people and the rebuilding of the Temple after their return from 
exile, to the proclamation of John the Baptist that the Messiah is coming to lead all 
creation in the way of peace.

Advent worship and event schedule: 
Sunday, November 29 | First Sunday of Advent
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

Sunday, December 6 | Second Sunday of Advent
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

Sunday, December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship
Rededication of the sanctuary, including a celebratory setting of Psalm 136 in a new 
translation by Pastor Karl Jacobson, with music by Ralph Johnson, commissioned 
in memory of Pastor Keith Magnuson. This piece was made possible by a grant from 
the Good Shepherd Foundation.

Thursday, December 17 
5:30 p.m. Advent Service of Remembrance

Sunday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship  

Christmas worship schedule:
Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
3:00 p.m. Family Christmas Service with music by Alleluia Choir, Carolers and 
Choristers
5:00 p.m. Christmas Festival Service with music by Good Shepherd musicians, with 
a special prelude by the Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra (see below) 
10:30 p.m. Christmas Candlelight Service with music by the Good Shepherd Choir 
and Cantáre, with an extended Christmas prelude by Good Shepherd musicians 
and the Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra beginning at 10:00 p.m.

Friday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Lessons and Carols with music by Good Shepherd 
musicians

Sunday, December 27
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

The Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra is made up of Good Shepherd 
instrumentalists (members, families and friends of all ages) who want to play some 
wonderful – but not too difficult – Christmas music for our 5:00 and/or 10:30 p.m. 
services on Christmas Eve. There will be one rehearsal on Saturday, December 19 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Please contact Ralph Johnson, director of worship and 
music (ralph.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org), if you are interested in playing in 
the orchestra.

Change has been all around us for the past eight months. 
We have observed “Hard Hat Only” signs, temporary walls 
going up and coming down, holes in the building exterior, 
large piles of bricks in the parking lot and construction 
trailers.

In the midst of this construction zone, Good Shepherd 
staff have done yeoman’s service, carrying out their work 
as if it was business as usual. Our hats are off to them for 
making it easier for all of us to navigate through these last 
few months.

But now the construction is coming to an end. We can see 
what the future looks like beyond the architect’s renderings, 
and it’s even better than the drawings!

To celebrate the culmination of this multi-year journey 
from ideas to plans to bricks and mortar, Sunday, December 
13, at both services, we will celebrate:

• the sanctuary, renewed to bring us closer together in 
fellowship and worship;

• the new south entrance, welcoming everyone to enter; 
and

• the refreshing of our education spaces, where our kids 
grow in faith.

Share in the blessing of these spaces during the service. 
Between services, enjoy a piece of celebration cake provided 
by the Good Shepherd Foundation and a cup of Sacred 
Grounds coffee. Then take time to explore the old and new 
places throughout our church building where love comes 
to life.

BY RALPH JOHNSON  
DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP  
AND MUSIC

ADVENT / 
CHRISTMAS
W O R S H I P  2 0 1 5 

DEATHS 
3.16.35 - 8.13.15 
SYLVIA BRATRUD

4.8.23 - 8.27.15 
JAMES ANDERSEN

7.5.22 - 9.29.15 
SAMUEL MORISON

7.18.37 - 10.29.15 
MICHAEL DODGE

8.24.21 - 11.6.15 

J. DONALD MEYER

BAPTISMS
8.16.2015 
ADINA MARIE BOND

11.1.15 
TRIGGER JOHN TENNESSEN

11.8.15 

SOREN BENJAMIN SJOSTROM

CONFIRMANDS
10.25.15 
WILLIAM BERLIN

MICHAELA BROGAN

GABRIEL EVERTS

EMMA HAMMOND

BJORN HOLTEY

NOAH JOHNSON

ELLA KRAFVE

CAROLINE PINKERMAN

ANNIKA RONNING

BERIT SCHUVEILLER

LOWDEN SMITH-ORTIZ

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

BY BARB THOMSON

I am so grateful for the incredible opportunity to serve as your 
communications assistant. I look forward to meeting you all! 

I grew up in a loud, stereotypical Italian family whom I love 
and miss every day. As the oldest of four girls, I especially miss 
my hilarious sisters. Kelsey will be graduating with her nursing 
license this December and currently works at Children’s Hospital 
in Milwaukee. Meghan is attending Miami University in Ohio 
where she’s studying graphic design. Theresa just began her 
freshman year of college at Loyola University in Chicago. There’s 
nothing better than when I get them to caravan up here to stay 
with me, though I doubt my neighbors appreciate their visits 
as much as I do.

When I’m not at Good Shepherd I’m probably nanny-ing. Joe 
(11), Zeke (7) and Ari (4) are the three most incredibly 
entertaining brothers I have ever met. Evelyn (9) and Ben (4) 
are the sweetest blue-eyed babes in the world, and I treasure 
all of the little moments I’ve been spoiled enough to have shared 
with them. These little kids stole my heart the second they 
entered my life and I have loved every minute of it!

I spend my free time volunteering as creative director with the 
Junior League of Minneapolis. This organization is in the 
business of women leadership development. A training 
organization at heart, the league is dedicated to helping close 
the achievement gap in Minneapolis. 

Originally from Wisconsin, I have grown to call Minnesota 
home after seven years of residency. I moved to Minnesota to 
attend the University of Minnesota, where I graduated in 2011 
with a B.A. in Communications Studies. While I love all that 
Minneapolis has to offer, I’ll forever root for green and gold 
– GO PACK GO!

BY CAITLIN CANFIELD

GOOD SHEPHERD!

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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There’s something new and exciting percolating in Good 
Shepherd’s Sunday school classes this year: G.I.F.T.! Growing 
in Faith Together are classes that involve children and their 
parents talking about the Bible.

G.I.F.T. is the educational foundation for the approximately 
60 children – preschool through fifth grade – who are enrolled 
in Sunday school. Each grade is exploring a different tenet of 
faith, including why it is important. 

During a specific worship 
service in 2016, the children 
will share and present in some 
way to the congregation what 
they learned in their class:

Heather Johnson, director of 
Children and Family Ministry, 
explains that families need 
encouragement, support and 
opportunities to explore faith 
together. A step toward 
developing that faith 
relationship together is what 
happens in the G.I.F.T. classes. “I am a Bible junkie! My love 
for God’s story and God’s people go hand-in-hand so, of course, 
the G.I.F.T. classes are Bible-centered,” Heather enthusiastically 
explains. “It is my hope to flood homes with Bibles and Bible 
story books. It’s a great way to learn about faith.”

The participation of the G.I.F.T. class students in worship 
service is further enhanced by the involvement of young people 
who serve as readers, greeters, ushers, storytellers, assistant 
ministers, prayer writers and communion assistants. By so doing, 
children and young people are taking active ownership of  
their faith. 

ELISE: WHAT IS GODSPELL ABOUT?
Tor: It’s a series of parables, mostly from the Gospel 
According to Matthew. However, some of the 
parables are from Luke. The show was written in 
the late 60s, early 70s, and all the music is very 
rock- and pop-oriented.

ELISE: WHAT’S GOING TO BE SPECIAL 
ABOUT THIS PARTICULAR 
PRODUCTION OF GODSPELL?
Tor: The cast size is normally nine or ten people. 
We have 68 people performing. As usual with our 
holiday productions, the age range is vast – from 5 
to 75. The bulk of the cast is made up of kids aged 
5 to 17. I’m spreading the wealth as much as possible 
as far as solos and speaking parts are concerned. 
Most of the songs are sung as a large ensemble, 
which is how I like it.

ELISE: WHAT ARE YOU MOST 
EXCITED FOR?
Tor: Aside from the general excitement that I always 
have while putting on the holiday show, I’m extra 
excited to be doing it in the renovated sanctuary. 
I’m looking forward to performing in the new space, 
using the new technology, using the new, flexible 
seating and seeing if it all enhances the production 
the way I’m anticipating it will.

ELISE: WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES 
THAT THIS MUSICAL PRESENTS?
Tor: The music is very challenging. It’s especially 
challenging to teach harmonies to young children. 
I’m counting on the teens and older cast members 
to inspire the younger cast members to harmonize 
harmoniously. Also, the language and lyrics of the 
script are lacking inclusivity. I’ve changed few of 
the pronouns along the way (but don’t tell anyone). 

BY ELISE TWETEN

ELISE: CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT PAST CHRISTMAS MUSICALS 
HERE AT GOOD SHEPHERD?
Tor: This is our sixth musical. It all began rather modestly with a production of the 
musical Scrooge. People thought it was groovy; and so we kept on doing them. Oliver, 
Annie Jr., The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and Willie Wonka Jr. are the other musicals 
that we’ve done.
The musical has now become an extension of Summer Musical Theater Camp, with 
most of the cast being made up of kids and families from camp. The participation level 
of people from our church has dropped over the years, which saddens me, but it has 
become more of an opportunity for outreach to the community. There’s been a core of 
people from church who like to participate, but it’s been hard to get commitments when 
people have so much going on.

ELISE: WILL I BE THE MOST TALENTED ADULT ACTOR? 
Tor: Yes, of course! And I’ll remind the cast of that fact at every rehearsal and announce 
it at the performances.

Background of G.I.F.T.
During the past two years, Good Shepherd’s Worship and 
Education teams streamlined the ministries and message. This 
effort resulted in using the same Bible story in both worship 
and Sunday school. 

Heather says this approach has been a win-win for everyone. 
“Parents and kids talk about the Bible story in the car on the 
ride home. The Bible story also becomes the heart of conversation 

over cookies and coffee,” she 
notes. “Parents no longer have 
to guess what story their child 
heard in Sunday school. This 
one-story approach to growing 
faith is the best family ministry 
tool.”

While the Worship and 
Education teams work was 
underway, simultaneously the 
concept of G.I.F.T. was 
gradually being introduced to 
the Sunday school children 

through hands-on, Bible-centric and faith-building activities 
such as:

• Baking unleavened bread in First Communion classes
• Creating “Love Rocks” in Kindergarten
• Bible Brownie Scavenger Hunt to help third grade families 

learn to navigate the Bible

More information about G.I.F.T.
To learn more about these exciting G.I.F.T. classes, refer to the 
Good Shepherd website:

www.goodshepherdmpls.org/sun-school-gift

WORSHIP  
SERVICE  
DATE

March 6
Oct. 11
Feb. 14
April 10
Nov. 15 
May 1

G.I.F.T.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CLASSES

Preschool – Bibles
Kindergarten – The Ten Commandments
First and second grades – The Lord’s Prayer
Third grade – Bibles presentation
Fourth grade – Prayer
Fifth grade – The Creed

INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR  
OF PERFORMING ARTS  

TOR JOHNSON BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows 
it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid 
rock” (Matthew 7:24).

It started out with a group of middle school 
students and a handful of markers; it ended up 
being an activity that connected hundreds from 
this congregation and beyond.

Back in September, on the first night of confirmation 
programming, while the building was under intense 
construction, we brought middle school youth and 
leaders to the sanctuary and gathered in the center 
of the stripped sanctuary floor.

There we read this scripture from Matthew and 
talked about the foundations of our life and our 
faith. We talked about the people that build us up 
and support us in our faith. We also talked about 
how we can be that support and accountability in 
each other’s lives. We talked about how a foundation 
rooted in Jesus gives us something to stand firm 
upon, something permanent, something real.

We talked about how this congregation is a part 
of our foundation and how we are a part of its 
foundation. We wrote our names on the concrete 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
The not-to-be-missed Christmas buffet is, for many, an early holiday 
celebration. We gather at 12 noon for punch and conversation. The buffet, 
always bountiful, will be ready at 12:30. Many of the dishes in the buffet 
are Scandinavian – Swedish meatballs, potato sausage, lefse, Scandinavian 
Christmas cookies and rice pudding (but no lutefisk).

Pastor Debra Samuelson has graciously agreed to provide her beautiful harp 
music as the program for the event.

The ticket cost will again be $18, and tickets will be available  
for purchase. All in the congregation and community are invited to attend.

We are pursuing possible programs for our regular first Thursday of the 
month meetings January through May. They are:

• tour of churches in St. Paul designed by architect Emmanuel Masqueray,
• reports from members on their experiences in Uruguay and Ethiopia,
• tour of arts spots in north Minneapolis,
• talk by journalist Kim Ode, who has written a book about rhubarb.

We have several back-up ideas if any of these events cannot be arranged. 
Watch for details of future programs. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

GOLDEN 
SHEPHERDS 

BY KAREN WILKINSON

FOUNDAT IONS

that night. We wrote the names of people who have supported us, people 
who have walked beside us. We knew that long after the floor was finished 
and the chairs were in place, our names would be there permanently, below 
the surface, in the very foundation.

It became clear that this was much larger than a middle school activity, 
though, and word quickly spread. A few individuals snuck in to add their 
own names; small groups and council and choirs did the same. The invitation 
then was pitched to the entire congregation, and group after group began 
adding names.

Four weeks, 18 markers and countless prayers later, what started with 30 
middle school names grew into well over 500. 

As we continue worshiping – now in the sanctuary – and you find yourself 
processing or walking up and down that center aisle or receiving communion, 
be aware of the names woven into the fabric of our foundation – names that 
support us, build us up and walk with us on this journey. And at the center 
of those names is the one that matters most, Jesus.

BY MARK HALVORSON

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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“Where Love Comes to Life” is Good Shepherd’s new tag line. 

In our commitment to biblical literacy we have strong teaching 
ministries for people of all ages. As we learn the stories of faith 
and see how God’s love comes to life throughout Scripture, we 
see the depth of God’s love for humanity in God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

The outline of the head of Christ that Vic Gilbertson created 
continues to be a visible reminder to this community of faith 
that you are the body of Christ. You are the hands and feet, the 
eyes and ears, the mouth and the heart of Christ. That is what 
this congregation lives in so many ways. I see the love of Christ 
coming to life through you in your outreach to the homeless 
with Families Moving Forward, through your financial support 
to LSS Homeless Youth Program and your gift through the 
10% outreach of the capital appeal to West 66 Apartments, a 
proposed supportive housing for southwest suburban youth and 
young adults who have experienced homelessness. Christ’s love 
comes to life as you feed the hungry through Loaves and Fishes, 
Camden Promise, Meals on Wheels, Community Emergency 
Service and through your advocacy work with Bread for the 
World. I see Christ’s love coming to life in your building of 
homes through Urban Homeworks, in your work with children 
through Rocking Readers, through your support of the fine 
work of Plymouth Christian Youth Center, through our youth 
reaching out in their summer mission trips and the ways our 
children and youth reach out to one another and to our 
homebound, through your creation of the beautiful quilts that 
keep people warm or may serve as tents for people without 
homes, and in your outreach to LSS Northport Home – those 
whom it could be easy to forget. In addition to your giving of 
time, I see love coming to life as you give of your financial 
resources to make an impact in these ministries.

Sabbatical, which has the same root word as 
Sabbath, is a biblical principle. God created on 
six days and rested on the seventh. In Leviticus 
25, God commanded Moses to instruct the 
Israelites, “But the seventh year the land will 
take a Sabbath of complete and total rest, a 
Sabbath to God. . .” (Leviticus 25:6, The 
Message). The ELCA defines sabbatical as a 
“period of rest with a purpose.” Sabbaticals 
allow pastors an opportunity to rest, but also 
study and experience a spiritual renewal that 
will energize them for their future ministry 
with their congregations.

Good Shepherd has been involved in its own 
renewal since Pastor Samuelson arrived. She 
has encouraged a stronger sense of shared 
mission and, with the leadership, is developing 
a strategic set of initiatives to re-engage 
members in ministry. The Building Our Path 
project is a part of that renewal, preparing our 
physical space to help the congregation better 
serve its members and the community today 
and in the future.

In March, the church council approved Pastor 
Samuelson’s request for a sabbatical starting 
April 5, 2016, for a period of three-and-a-half 
months, with her returning on July 19, 2016. 
This time includes two weeks of earned 
vacation. Pastor Deb has appointed a sabbatical 
committee which will provide guidance related 
to sabbatical goals, outlining objectives for the 
congregation in her absence and assisting with 
re-entry when the sabbatical concludes.

During her sabbatical, Pastor Samuelson is 
excited to focus on activities that will prepare 
her to lead the congregation in the next phase 
of our journey, “Where Love Comes to Life.” 
Our building project will be completed, and 
we will be enjoying a renewed commitment to 
our church and community. This will also 
coincide with an updated Vision and Mission 
plan that will be presented at the annual 

BY CATHY ROINAS

meeting in January, a result of the priorities identified by the 
congregation in the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT). 

Pastor Samuelson will spend a majority of her sabbatical time in 
California with her husband, Peter. She will spend time on focused 
reading related to church and culture issues, renew her musical talents 
through daily harp practice, and enhance her own sabbath and spiritual 
practice through additional reading, study and prayer.

During her absence, pastoral functions will be directed by Pastor Karl 
Jacobson and the church council. Sunday preaching will be divided 
between Pastor Jacobson and Pastoral Intern Elise Tweten, supported 
by the rest of the strong staff Pastor Samuelson has brought together. 
The congregation’s responsibility will be to lift up Pastor Samuelson 
and our staff daily in prayer, as well as to continue to support the 
many ongoing ministries at Good Shepherd with their time and 
talents.

Pastor Samuelson’s commitment of time, energy, passion, devotion 
and giving of her extraordinary ministry gifts is recognized and 
honored by Good Shepherd. Just as the building will be ready to 
accommodate the renewed ministry focus, it is her desire and plan to 
lead Good Shepherd with as much energy and vibrancy as we continue 
the ministry of Good Shepherd, “Where Love Comes to Life.”

BY PASTOR DEBRA SAMUELSON

“Where Love 
Comes to Life” 
is Good 
Shepherd’s 
new tag line.

Christ’s love comes to life in 
your global connections – 
through Young Adults in 
Global Mission, Uruguay, 
Ethiopia, through your gift to 
Augusta Victoria Hospital in 
Jerusalem as part of the 10% 
for Mission component of the 
capital appeal. 

I see Christ’s love coming to 
life in the ways you treat one 
another – in the joy, in the 
laughter, in the care and 
concern for one another. I am 
certain you carry that same 
joy and care and concern to 
those whom you encounter in 
your day-to-day lives. 

“Good Shepherd: Where 
Love Comes to Life” quickly 
describes who God in Christ 
is and who you are and have 
been from the beginning. It’s 
your DNA. You make it a joy 
to serve as your senior pastor!

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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WHERE DID YOU GROW UP? 

In Fargo-Moorhead. I consider myself a North Dakotan. 
We’re round, sturdy people, hearty and good-natured.

WHERE ARE YOU IN SCHOOL?

I’m in my third year at Luther Seminary, St. Paul. My 
undergraduate degree is from Concordia College in 
Moorhead. I studied religion, art history and a little bit of 
women’s studies. 

YOU'RE BEEN AT GOOD SHEPHERD FOR 
THREE MONTHS, WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST 
ABOUT GOOD SHEPHERD SO FAR?

I love the energy here, especially for service. You all have a 
lot of joy for each other. I’ve been totally embraced by 
everyone I’ve met. I have a lot of freedom to be myself. 

WHAT TYPE OF WORK ARE YOU LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AT GOOD SHEPHERD?

I am looking forward to learning a LOT. I’m already on the 
Stewardship, Mission & Vision, and Hunger teams. I’m 
learning what happens behind the scenes in a church.
I’m looking forward to working with middle schoolers and 
high schoolers the most. I’m a small group leader for 
confirmation, and it has already been amazing. People that 
age ask the most incredible questions, and I enjoy finding 
ways to adapt information to fit into their lives. Outside of 
Bible camp, I haven’t had much opportunity to work with 
that age range, and I’m really enjoying it.

YOU GOT MARRIED ON AUGUST 8. TELL ME 
HOW YOU MET YOUR HUSBAND?

You might be surprised that I met my husband, Andy Pokel, 
online. I accidentally stood him up on our first date when I 
was in the midst of finals and just missed it somehow. He 
was very gracious and understanding. We finally met at 
Perkins and talked for about six hours. 
We share a love for the same music; we’re both Lutheran 
and we have the same joy of life and for God.

TELL US ABOUT THE TATTOO ON YOUR ARM.

It’s the Hebrew word דסח or chesed, which appears all over 
the Old Testament. It’s also found in the Psalms, which I 

This December Visitation Pastor David Berg will be retiring. 
Pastor Berg’s ministry will long be treasured by this congregation. 
For 15 years, his unwavering passion for stories and connections 
embodied the spirit of friendship. It was my pleasure to visit 
with Pastor Berg and record his story below. I came to appreciate 
the core of Pastor Berg’s ministries: “Importance is constant; 
it doesn’t fade or change with age nor time.” He adds:

For the last 15 years it has been my privilege to be the visitation 
pastor for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. Before this 
I was acquainted with a number of faith-filled members of 
Good Shepherd who were also involved in the downtown 
YMCA’s Men’s Club: Andy Norman, Ole Kaasa, Bill Van 
Santen, Mark Aase, Bob Nord, Carl Hallbeck and others. These 
were men who cared about camping experiences for young 
people, but in addition they were very active members of 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

I suspect that Mark Aase might have contacted Pastor Paul 
Monson, informing him that I had retired and returned to 
Minneapolis. At the time, Good Shepherd was looking for a 
visitation pastor because Pastor David Vaaler had recently died. 
I received a phone call from Pastor Monson. We met for lunch, 
and very quickly I became visitation pastor. In this role I have 
gotten to know many wonderful and interesting people. 

My primary responsibility has been to call on people who were 
limited in mobility and unable to come to church services. To 
say the least, it has been a joy to meet so many people connected 
to this congregation. My responsibility, as I visited, was to learn 
from each person their history and then to share the Gospel 
and often share Holy Communion. Listening is certainly a key 
component in a visit. As we know, people can suffer from various 
health issues. As we grow older, hearing loss can be a problem 
as well as sight and all the many bodily illnesses.

One of the great joys is hearing the life experiences that people 
have. For example: Ann Hotvet’s father was born in Germany. 
He went to Russia to raise wheat and was drafted into the 
Russian Army, but somehow he emigrated to Fesenden, North 
Dakota. How do we figure that one out? The lesson from this 
is that everyone has a history, and it should be recorded for the 
family and others. 
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love for their dynamism and range. The word itself has so many 
wonderful meanings: loving-kindness, covenantal love, etc. 
When I look at my arm, I am reminded that I am valued by 
God, and that changes my daily outlook. God can redeem 
anybody, even me. 
Andy has the same tattoo; his is on his wrist under his watch. 
 reminds us to forgive each other, to apologize for the little דסח
things that come between us.

DID YOU KNOW YOU HAVE A REALLY BIG 
SMILE? 

People tell me that from time to time. People often try to pinch 
my cheeks nowadays – but no one at Good Shepherd! People 
at Good Shepherd are very respectful. 

WHAT WOULD SURPRISE US ABOUT YOU? 

I get really competitive about board games. You wouldn’t think 
it, but I can become a monster when I’m playing Monopoly. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE FOOD?

I love curry! I’d put curry on every dish if I could.

YOU HAVE A BEAUTIFUL VOICE, AND YOU’VE 
ALREADY BEEN OUR CANTOR SEVERAL 
TIMES. HAVE YOU SUNG ALL YOUR LIFE? 

I have sung all my life! My parents often tell me that I was 
singing before I was doing much of anything. The Tweten side 
of my family takes music pretty seriously. Every Christmas, 
most of us sing Christmas carols in parts around the tree. My 
grandma expected all of the grandchildren to take up at least 
two instruments. I took voice lessons throughout middle school 
and high school and in college, I sang in the vocal jazz group.
My mom’s side is more informal. They enjoy country and 
bluegrass music, but rarely sing together. My mom and I enjoyed 
singing Alison Krauss and Vince Gill songs when I was growing 
up. She had an old guitar that we would use to make up songs 
together.
Nowadays, my husband and I write and record songs. He does 
a Christmas album every year for a charity. This year we’ll 
record one together. We have written “Hannah’s Song” and a 
folk version of the “Magnificat.”
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10 Questions with 
Elise Tweten
BY JULIE BURROWS

Another thing I realized is that 
friendship is so important. This is 
a favorite old proverb I share with 
you:

A friend is one to whom one may 
pour out all the contents of one’s 
heart, chaff and grain together, 
knowing that the gentlest of hands 
will take and sift it, keep what is 
worth keeping and with a breath 
of kindness blow the rest away.

One great lesson is that in their 
active lives all of these people were 
very important in church and 
community, and they’re no less 
important now. It's true, we stand 
on the shoulders of giants. There 
are no self-made people; we are 
dependent upon each other. God 
is gracious in our lives. We are of 
value, and, as we grow older, life 
does ebb away. But, as God has 
cared for us in life, he will care for 
us in death. Dr. Alvin Rogness has 
said that “those who have gone 
before us are in the bleachers, 
cheering us on.” 

Thank you for the 15 years of 
meaningful visitation ministry.

A friend is 
one to whom 
one may pour 
out all the 
contents of 
one’s heart, 
chaff and 
grain together, 
knowing that 
the gentlest of 
hands will 
take and sift it, 
keep what is 
worth keeping 
and with a 
breath of 
kindness blow 
the rest away.

BY CAITLIN CANFIELD

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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Martin Luther once remarked that, 
“While I sit and drink my glass of 
Wittenberg beer, the gospel runs its 
course.” This is classic Luther: earthy, 
honest, funny, true. It fits the way Luther 
practiced his faith, formulated his 
theology, told the Gospel story.

This comment is also classic Luther, in 
that this line of his is actually a summary 
of his understanding of what happens 
for us and to us in the birth of the 
Messiah.

In addition to being a passionate preacher 
and a brilliant interpreter of Scripture, 
Luther was also an accomplished hymn 
writer. He saw hymns and spiritual songs 
as critical means of sharing the faith. In 
his introduction to the Babst Hymnal 

The past year has seen an explosion of the racial tensions that 
remain a serious threat to the fabric of our nation (and world) 
and to the fabric of our neighborhoods and families. This is not 
a new reality, but it is serious and requires – demands – our 
serious attention.
We will meet each Wednesday night at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, from 6:30-8:00, to start faithful 
conversations about race, religion and life together as God’s 
people. 
Each night we will welcome a guest speaker who will help to 
guide us in our conversations.
We will begin with shared reflection on a passage from the 
Bible. Conversation will move from the text into questions of 
how we as people of faith can seek to understand, speak, and 
act to answer the tensions which grip our shared world. Finally, 
we will close each session in prayer in the hope of peace that 
we anticipate and are promised in the birth of Jesus.
We believe that we are called by God to be “people of peace,” 
people who work for the wellbeing of all creation. 
We believe that we are called by God to be ambassadors of 
God’s peace, working to bring joy and reconciliation.
We believe that we, and all people, are promised by God in 
Christ Jesus that we have life, and have it abundantly.
Join us, as we ask, “How do we – how must we – as God’s people 
make sense of, and a way through this darkness?”

DECEMBER 2 | AMOS 5
Kyle Parsons, Diversity Outreach 
Program Specialist, Minnesota 
Historical Society, St. Paul

Kyle is a program specialist at the 
Minnesota Historical Society in the 
department of Inclusion and 
Community Engagement. His work centers on instructing the 
History Museum Fellows program, which seeks to teach 
undergraduate students about historical and contemporary 
issues facing the museum around diverse narratives, representation 
and inclusive practice. Kyle is originally from Minneapolis and 
received his undergraduate degree from Marquette University. 
He is a Christian and is married (to the best girl in the world).

DECEMBER 9 | 1 JOHN 2:7-14
Rev. Kelly Chatman, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis

Pastor Kelly Chatman serves as senior 
pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
and brings a wealth of leadership 
experience and passion for serving the 
community. He is a graduate of Gettysburg Seminary, 
Gettysburg, Pa., and has served as a leader at various levels 
throughout the church. He served for five years as director for 
youth ministries for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and has been a distinguished church leader in 
Washington, D.C., Portland, Oregon, and Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. In 2006, Kelly received Luther Seminary’s Race, 
Church, Change Award which recognizes individuals who have 
significantly impacted society through multicultural ministry, 
race relations and reconciliation. 

DECEMBER 16 | PSALM 13
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd’s Pastoral Intern Elise 
Tweten will be joined, via video, by her friends Courtney Green 
and Michael Wilson.

DECEMBER 23 | AMOS 5
Catherine McKenzie, Senior 
Broadcast Producer, CBS News, 
New York 

Catherine “Cat” McKenzie is a digital 
and broadcast professional who has 
worked with CBS, ABC and Sony 
Television. A graduate of St. Olaf College, with over two 
decades of experience, Cat started her career at Minnesota’s 
WCCO-TV as an NAACP fellow. A much-decorated 
journalist, her awards include the Peabody Award for her 
coverage of the 9/11 attacks and multiple Emmy awards 
including one for her documentary celebrating Alvin Ailey’s 
50th anniversary. Currently Cat is working to launch CBSN, 
a digital news network seen online and on over-the-top 
devices like Roku and Apple TV.

PEOPLE OF PEACE
Race Relations in the United States: Do We Still Have a Dream?

BY PASTOR KARL JACOBSON
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SCRIPTURE STORIES

MARTIN LUTHER’S

“From  
Heaven  

on High I  
Come to You”

BY PASTOR 
 KARL JACOBSON

(1545) Luther said that “God has cheered 
our hearts and minds through his dear Son, 
whom he gave for us to redeem us from sin, 
death, and the devil. He who believes this 
earnestly cannot be quiet about it. But he 
must gladly and willingly sing and speak 
about it so that others also may come and 
hear it. And whoever does not want to sing 
and speak of it shows that he does not believe 
(Luther’s Works 53:333).”

One of my teachers once remarked that 
Lutherans will sing anything – “the surest 
way to get a Lutheran to commit heresy is 
to set it to music.” The reverse is also true; 
the surest way to get Lutherans to confess 
their faith, to embody the Good News, to 
proclaim the Gospel, is to set it to music. 
For Luther, singing was evangelism, and 
evangelism was the joy of song.

Another quotation from Luther, and one 
that may be more familiar, is about the nature 
of Scripture. This quotation also serves as a 
fitting introduction to one of his Christmas 
hymns: “The Bible is the cradle wherein 
Christ is laid.” If the Bible is Christ’s cradle, 
bearing him to us, then Luther’s hymn is 
the next best thing to Scripture; it is a song 
which, echoing the angel choir, heralds the 
Christ’s birth.

As we prepare, this Advent, to celebrate the 
birth of Christ, we are not only preparing 
to receive him, but heralding him as well. 
This is indeed “good news of great joy,” and 
we are invited to, as Luther puts, sing:

“Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.”

Here then in its entirety, is one of Luther’s 
later hymns, set in vibrant verse, is the 
Christmas story in a nutshell:

From heaven above to earth I come
To bear good news to every home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:

“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christ, our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.

“He will on you the gifts bestow
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
You may with us His glory share.

“These are the tokens ye shall mark:
The swaddling-clothes and manger dark;
There ye shall find the Infant laid
By whom the heavens and earth were made.” 

Now let us all with gladsome cheer
Go with the shepherds and draw near
To see the precious gift of God,
Who hath His own dear Son bestowed.

Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes!
What is it in yon manger lies?
Who is this child, so young and fair?
The blessed Christ-child lieth there.

Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
Thou com’st to share my misery;
What thanks shall I return to Thee?

Ah, Lord, who hast created all,
How weak art Thou, how poor and small,
That Thou dost choose Thine infant bed
Where humble cattle lately fed!

Were earth a thousand times as fair,
Beset with gold and jewels rare,
It yet were far too poor to be
A narrow cradle, Lord, for Thee.

For velvets soft and silken stuff
Thou hast but hay and straw so rough,
Whereon Thou, King, so rich and great,
As ’twere Thy heaven, art throned in state.

And thus, dear Lord, it pleaseth Thee
To make this truth quite plain to me,
That all the world’s wealth, honor, might,
Are naught and worthless in Thy sight.

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle-song:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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In our Advent and Christmas worship series we move through 
a series of stories about the “way of peace” which God lays out 
before us, and which we find and follow in God’s story. King 
Josiah attempts to re-center God’s people in their relationship 
with God. 

Hope is renewed even during Israel’s exile, as the prophet Isaiah 
promises that the faithful God will restore Israel to the land.

After the return, Ezra rebuilds the temple and again puts God 
at the center of the people’s life. This is another faithful attempt 
to stay true to God. It is also what Advent is about. Finally, the 
birth of John makes his aged father break his silence and break 
into song – which is precisely what Advent is about. And so 
too, the birth of Christ makes all creation repeat the sounding 
joy of Christmas.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS: “THE WAY OF PEACE”
November 29 | First Sunday of Advent
2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3 – “King Josiah’s Reformation:  
Rebirth in the Word”
The story of “Good King Josiah” paints a picture of a leader, a 
believer, a man whose heart is centered in God’s Word and God’s 
love. Josiah’s story promises a new way, a way of peace that is found 
in the book of God’s Law.

December 6 | Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11 – “Peace and Comfort for My People”
Even during Israel’s darkest days, while they are exiled from the 
Promised Land and God’s presence, there is the promise of God’s 
peace for them. Isaiah, in the midst of exile, is sent by God to 
promise peace and a “new exodus.”

December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent 
Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 – “Rebuilding and Peace”
Returning from their exile, God’s people come to rebuild the 
temple, and in so doing rebuild their lives with their God at the 
center of everything. Worship and God’s Word are the proper 
center of the life of faith.

December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 – “Zechariah’s Song: Prepare the Way of Peace”
The prophet who will herald the coming of the Messiah is prom-
ised, and born: John, who will prepare the way of the one who is 
our way, and truth, and life: Jesus. We add our voices to the joy of 
Zechariah in singing praise to God.

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
In the New Year we move into the Gospel 
of Mark. Mark may be characterized as 
the great gospel “stage-whisper” that in 
Christ “the kingdom of God has come 
near.” This quotation comes from what 
we are calling the “central witness” of the 
Gospel of Mark. That is, that in, with, and 
under the event of Jesus the Christ, God’s 
kingdom has come near and has come 
to stay. Jesus ushers in the kingdom, 
which takes the shape of the cross and 
the empty tomb.

Building on the fall theme of life with “God 
at the Center” and echoing the anthem 
of the angelic chorus which brought the 
“good news of great joy for all the people, 
that to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11), the first words which 
Jesus speaks in the Gospel of Mark 
announce the centrality of God in our 
midst: “The time is fulfilled,” Jesus said, 
“and the kingdom of God has come near” 
(Mark 1:15). Each of the series, and each 
of the individual episodes which we will 
be reading over the course of the spring, 
arise out of, or are best explored through, 
the lens of this first claim which the Christ 
makes on us.

December 24 | Christmas Eve
Luke 2:1-20 – “Peace on Earth, Good Will to All. . . .” 
Worship at 3:00, 5:00, and 10:30 p.m.

December 25 | Christmas Day
Luke 2:8-20 – “The Prince of Peace Is Born” 
Worship at 10:00 a.m.

December 27 | First Sunday of Christmas
Mark 1:1-20 – “In the Wilderness, Prepare the Way of the Lord”
With the announcement of the one who prepares the way, John 
picks up the promise of Isaiah of the exile and trumpets the 
coming of the Messiah. As the old year turns over and the new year 
is about to begin, we move into the story of Jesus as told by the 
Gospel of Mark which tells us that “the time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near!”

EPIPHANY: “THE UNVEILING OF THE CHRIST”
January 3
Mark 1:21-45 – “Christ Comes to Heal”
Jesus confronts the brokenness of possession and disease: Who is 
your authority?

January 10
Mark 2:1-22 – “Christ Comes to Forgive”
Jesus confronts sin and calls followers: Who do you follow? Life 
with Christ at the Center means . . . company – Christ with us, not 
fasting, but feasting with us sinners: What does it mean for us that 
we are not alone, that Christ is with us, in it?

January 17
Mark 4:1-34 – “Christ Comes to Teach”
Jesus teaches that the Word is spread about extravagantly: What do 
your ears hear? Life with Christ at the Center means . . . having 
ears to hear, as God’s Word is spread extravagantly: How is God 
calling us to be extravagant faith, and extravagant living?

January 24
Mark 5:1-20 – “Christ Comes to Free”
Jesus frees a man in deep bondage to sin: How is God setting you 
free? Life with Christ at the Center means . . . having freedom: 
How is your God setting you free?

January 31
Mark 5:21-43 – “Christ Comes to Give New Life”
Jesus raises the dead: How are you being put to death and given 
new life? Life with Christ at the Center means . . . new life. Jesus 
raises us to a new life TODAY: How do we spend our hours and 
our days in a new life of faith?
“Are We Not Disciples?”

February 10
Ash Wednesday Mark 9:30-37 – “Who Is the Greatest?”
Jesus explains that being the Christ means he must suffer and die, 
the first must be last.

February 24
Mark 10:17-31 – “For God All Things are Possible”
Jesus teaches that entrance to the kingdom is a gift, the last will be 
first.

February 21
Mark 10:32-52 – “May We Sit at Your Right and Left Hand?”
Two disciples seek glory, Jesus explains the way of the cross, the 
first is the servant of all.

February 28
Mark 12:1-12 – “The Wicked Servants and the Beloved Son”
Jesus again explains the way of the cross, but it only fuels rebellion.

March 6
Mark 12:28-44 – “The Great Commandment”
Jesus teaches that God comes first and so does your neighbor.

March 13
Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 – “The Birth Pangs”
Jesus teaches that like a woman in labor, God will give birth to a 
new creation.

HOLY WEEK | MARCH 20-27 
March 20 | Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11 – “What Does God Require of Us?”
Jesus instructs the disciples to prepare the way saying, “The Lord 
needs it. . . ”

March 24 | Maundy Thursday
Mark 14:22-42 – “The Blood of the Covenant.”
Jesus establishes the Lord’s Supper as a “new” covenant, recalling 
and anticipating the cross. 

March 25 | Good Friday
Mark 15:16-39 – “the Last Words about Jesus on the Cross.”
Jesus, having refused to answer Pilate in verses 1-5, is described by 
others in mockery.

March 27 | Easter
Mark 16:1-8 – “Amazement Had Seized Them”
Jesus surprises us with new life, giving rise to our own Easter laugh.

BY PASTOR KARL JACOBSON
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#30DaystoPrepare
Using this hashtag, we invite you all to participate in 
Good Shepherd’s 30-day social media challenge. This 
will function similar to a digital Advent Calendar, but 
with an extra five days. Our social media channels will 
soon be lit as brightly as the lights on your trees! 
Beginning November 26 we encourage all to reflect, 
laugh, share, post and tag along with us as we use 
the next #30daystoprepare! To join in, like Good 
Shepherd on Facebook (if you haven't already) or 
follow us on Twitter, then watch for each day's 
Advent Calendar posting. For questions on how  
to engage, or if you’re wondering what in the  
world is a hashtag, email Caitlin Canfield  
at c.canfield@goodshepherdmpls.org.
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That question has been posed dozens of times 
by Good Shepherd folks since our return on 
Nov. 17. We – Ethiopia travelers Rachel 
Stein, Ron Ommen, Girma Daka and I – 
could write a book about our experiences 
there; here’s a greatly abridged version. If you 
want to know more, ask us. We would love 
to tell you.

TRAVEL TO AIRA IN THE WEST 
The journey from Addis Ababa to Aira is 
now a full one-day trip. The highway is 
completed, so between the speed bumps 
(which are incredibly annoying, but designed 
to keep speeding vehicles under control) the 
road is smooth asphalt. The traffic on the 
road hasn’t changed from when it was a 
rutted dirt road, however. Along with 
overloaded trucks, buses jammed so full that 
some riders hang out the doors, countless 
Toyota pickups and our LandRover, men 
laconically herd cows, women carry immense 
bundles of sticks (used for firewood), little 
boys sometimes focused and sometimes 
distracted chase herds of goats and sheep, 
little girls walk with quiet dignity down the 
narrow shoulder, a myriad of contraptions 

pulled by donkeys and horses haul a variety 
of goods, and groups of boys and girls in 
school uniforms giggle and converse as they 
hurry to school. And beyond the highway? 
Breath-taking vistas of rolling hills and deep 
gorges in a million shades of green. 

AT THE AIRA HOSPITAL 
Ron and Rachel spent most of their time at 
the hospital. Ron worked with administration 
to learn their challenges and offer suggestions 
for greater efficiency and financial growth. 
Rachel shadowed the staff to determine what 
equipment is needed – both at the hospital 
and at the clinics. They, along with Girma, 
visited two clinics some miles away from 
Aira. A report from Global Health 
Administrative Partners, which Ron was 
representing, will go to key leaders in the 
national church, the synod and the hospital. 
Repeatedly Rachel and Ron commented on 
the commitment and skill of the doctors and 
nurses. The hospital doesn’t look like what 
we Westerners expect – with its open-air 
corridors and relaxed attitude toward sterile 
procedures and equipment – but it serves 
thousands of patients each week. Some walk 

BY KAREN WALHOF

for days to get there; others transfer from newer 
government-owned hospitals so they can experience 
the kind of care this church-owned hospital offers.

AT ONESIMUS NESIB SEMINARY 
I spent much of my time at the seminary, talking with 
staff and auditing classes. The site of the new women’s 
dormitory – which we are helping to support through 
our 10% for Mission funds – was being excavated while 
we were there. The contractor will begin building when 
the land is ready, with completion projected for June 
2016. Over 100 men and women are studying at the 
seminary (in 2007 there were only 57), preparing to be 
pastors or evangelists in the parishes which have sent 
them to the seminary. Students can earn a certificate 
(two or three years of study) or a degree (four years of 
study). The church is growing so fast that pastors are 
desperately needed.

AT LALO AIRA CONGREGATION
Our companion congregation began building a new 
worship center before our 2012 visit, but then put it 
on hold when funds were not available. The construction 
project has been revived, and they anticipate completion 
by Christmas. It is a large building, with room for 2,000 
worshipers. Right now worshipers fill the current 
building, a lean-to outside the building and then stand 
at each window, leaning in to hear the gospel. A space 
for 2,000 is not an over-reach for their new structure; 
they bring in hundreds of new members each month. 
And their plans for outreach nearby and mission work 
in other areas of Ethiopia are inspiring. Don’t let anyone 
tell you the church is dying; it is exploding in size and 
Spirit in Ethiopia!

AT THE YUBDO PROJECT
When we first visited Aira in 2006, the Yubdo Project 
was just beginning, with a handful of tree seedlings 
and a few acres of prairie grass. Now forests stretch 
over the hills – tall trees with ground covering that 
prevents erosion, retains moisture and curtails the effects 
of the insidious termites. In addition, capped springs 
dot the rivers, providing clean water for drinking and 
cooking. “Now our children don’t get sick,” one of the 
farmers said. Mud-brick buildings have been constructed 
in various places – square-cornered and straight – 
significantly minimizing the number of trees typically 
harvested to provide structure for traditional buildings. 
It is a faithful, forward-looking project that values 
God’s creation and shows the patient and persistent 
vision of the project directors and the farmers with 
whom they work.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

REAL GIRLS
We visited the girls supported through REAL scholarships in both 
Burayu-Katta and Aira-Guliso. They are beautiful, charming young 
women who have dreams of significant careers that will support their 
families and change the face of Ethiopia. What an inspiration!

How was the trip to Ethiopia? Faith-inspiring. Hopeful. Challenging. 
Uplifting. Honest. Spirit-led. A celebration of the global dimension of 
God’s church. With our brothers and sisters in Christ, a family reunion. 
Truly, a chance for us to be the church together.

Good Shepherd’s Cantáre 
Choir will be traveling to 
Ethiopia in December 2016, 
spending a few days in Addis 
Ababa, then driving to Aira to 
be with God’s people there. 
Cantáre will be singing at 
Mekane Yesus Seminary in 
Addis Ababa as well as at Lalo 
Aira Congregation, Onesimus 
Nesib Seminary, and the 
church’s secondary school in 
Aira. Watch for more 
information and opportunities 
to support this grand exchange 
in the next months.

On the road from Addis Ababa to Aira: Tolessa, our driver; Tadessa, 
president of Onesimus Nesib Seminary; Rachel; Michael, a short-term 
lecturer at the seminary; Ron; Girma

The new Lalo Aira church building

Aira Hospital

The REAL girls at Burayu-Katta with 
their principal and mentor

A capped spring

Aira
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WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

I love Good Shepherd because I have 
good friends and I like the music.  
NATHAN BENSON 

Good Shepherd has provided us with a wonderful 
community of faith, family and friends for over 30 
years. Inspiring sermons, great music and a strong 
mission statement! What a blessing. Thank you to 
all who work so hard to make this possible.  
 PATTI & DAVID HOVEN

Inclusion through fellowship, thanks and 
praise through music, strength, hope and 
healing through prayer, affirmation of 
faith through scripture. 
PAM, WARREN & TRENT CHAFFEE

I love how caring everyone is here!  
RUTH SOLLID JOHNSON

The hour spent each Sunday in worship with this 
faith community is the perfect start for my week. 
ANN BURCKHARDT

My congregation is the community that surrounds me. 
MARTIN BURG

I love going to Wednesday night youth group. 
This is a place that gives me opportunities to do 
good things for people. 
MARTIN BURG

I like how everyone’s welcome to come 
and be part of this congregation. 
AMANDA GORECKI 

I love Good Shepherd because the people are nice and I learn a lot about the Bible.  
ANNIKA BENSON



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

SERVE GOD, SERVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

FIND MORE WAYS 
YOU CAN SERVE!
See the Join In booklet 
for January-August 2016 
for all the worship, 
welcome/hospitality, 
learning, connecting/
caring and outreach 
ministry opportunities at  
Good Shepherd.

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd

JANUARY –AUGUST 2016

JOIN IN
In early October we sent out a request for new or gently-used coats 
for Camden Promise. Some of the families they serve struggle to 
find warm costs – especially for children, who seem to need a larger 
one every year. The entire congregation pitched in – adults and 
youth – and brought warm coats, placing them on the narthex altar, 
an offering of love in Christ’s name. 
On November 20, 54 coats along with some snow pants, hats, gloves 
and mittens went to Camden Promise. On November 28, they were 
distributed to families who need them. We were fortunate that the 
winter cold did not set in early this year; indeed, the coats were 
delivered just in time – an embrace of warmth for our brothers and 
sisters in the Camden area. 

Next February we will join over 20 churches from around the metro 
area and participate in a Feed My Starving Children mobile pack 
event. During the week of February 1 we will join with churches 
from every denomination, local community groups and businesses 
to work side-by-side to pack meals for kids in need around the 
world.
For the past two years I have worked with a program team to bring 
this idea from concept to reality. This will be the third year of this 
specific pack. 
This mobile pack will seek to pack four million meals, utilize over 
20,000 volunteers from more than 20 churches and raise funds as 
well as awareness. The old Rainbow Foods building in Apple Valley 
has been secured for this week-long pack.
There will be many more details in the months to come, but for now 
please remember this event in your prayers, and look for opportunities 
to sign up and participate soon.
For more information about this event, please visit 
southmetromealpack.org or talk with me.

AN EMBRACE FOR CAMDEN PROMISE

FEBRUARY 1–6, 2016
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN MOBILE PACK

BY KAREN WALHOF

BY MARK HALVORSON


