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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

 “Life with God at the Center” is our primary focus for this coming year. Pastor Jacobson’s article 
on page 17 talks about the Scripture that led us to that focus, and on page 16 you’ll read some 
of the ways adult education this year focuses on the meaningful life God intends for us, keeping 
God in the center.

It’s exciting to see the progress on the building (page 10). Ty Tallakson, our president and owner’s 
representative, is doing a fabulous job for the congregation, overseeing the project. He knows 
every square inch of this project, knows what is happening in the building every day, meets with 
the construction leaders and architects regularly, and treats the finances of the project as if they 
were his own. This congregation is very fortunate to have Ty in this position. Thank you, Ty. 
(Thank you, Penny, Heidi and Elsa for your great support!) And it’s wonderful to see how your 
gifts to the Capital Appeal are making a profound impact in the lives of many. 10% of the funds 
raised are going to outside groups. You can read some of those stories on page 22. 

Congratulations to Hazel Oden! She is being honored at the 150th anniversary dinner of 
Lutheran Social Service on September 26 for her 30-plus years of service there (page 19)! Have 
you found yourself wondering how you might be able to make a difference in the lives of others? 
You'll find upcoming outreach events on page 24; our opening article, written by middle-schooler 
Heidi Tallakson tells about the joy-filled experiences of Vern and Donna Berg and some of our 
other people who visit our beloved homebound members. Ralph Johnson suggests some ways 
you might want to be involved in worship (page 4); if you’d like to be involved with our youth 
or with our children see the articles by Mark and Heather (pages 7 and 8). We are thrilled to 
have Mark Halvorson back home! On page 6 are introductory remarks from him, and you will 
meet our new intern, Elise Tweten!

The Good Shepherd Foundation has made a huge impact in the lives of so many over the years. 
See the article on page 15. Recently the Foundation made it possible to include a major piece 
of the sanctuary renovation that had previously been deleted from the plan because of finances. 
Thank you, board members of the Foundation, for this amazing gift. We will, indeed, “rejoice 
each time we race through the walkway or pause to gaze at the plants in the restored courtyard!” 

Our Golden Shepherds enjoy monthly gatherings together with outings, speakers and laughter 
(page 5). And try something new! This fall Good Shepherd member Jeff Larson will be offering 
Qigong (chee kung) for members and friends (page 5).

I am so looking forward to the fall, to new beginnings, to the ministry, worship and education 
that is ours, and to be together with this vibrant and faithful community of Good Shepherd. It 
is a joy to be your pastor.

Yours in Christ our Savior,

Pastor Debra Samuelson
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM
Our September day trip to the Minnesota Arboretum is scheduled for 
the Wednesday after the Labor Day weekend, and will include a tram 
tour of the gardens and lunch on our own either in the main building 
cafeteria or outdoors on the patio. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 
TBA
Day trip activity to be determined (look for more information soon).

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
LUNCHEON AND DOROTHY ELLERBROEK
We will enjoy a luncheon buffet in Fellowship Hall, from 12:30 to 1:15, 
followed by the program speaker, our parish nurse, Dorothy Ellerbroek.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
CHRISTMAS BUFFET
Enjoy the annual Christmas buffet!

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

GOLDEN 
SHEPHERDS 

BY KAREN WILKINSON

SUMMER AND CHRISTMAS DRAMAS SET

Please join us this summer as we perform two 
fun and strange one acts for our Summer 
Classical Comedy: “The Actor’s Nightmare” 
by Christopher Durang and “The Stepmother” 
by Arnold Bennett. The performances are 
September 10, 11 and 12 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.

The Christmas musical this year is going to be 
Godspell Jr. I’ve changed my mind about three 
times, but I’ve settled on Godspell. The 
performances will be December 10, 11 and 12, 
hopefully in the new Sanctuary! Stay tuned 
for more information regarding auditions.

BY TOR JOHNSON 
DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING ARTS

P E R FO RM I N G

UPDATES
ARTS

WORSHIP IN TRANSITION:
WHAT WILL THE FUTURE BRING?

BY RALPH JOHNSON | DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC

Traditional Chinese Qigong
Good Shepherd member, Jeff Larson, will be offering a Qigong 
class for members and friends of Good Shepherd this Fall. In Jeff's 
words, "Our Qigong programs are designed to be easy, enjoyable 
daily practices that provide a feeling of wellness, vitality and glowing 
health!!" The class will be held at Good Shepherd and begin on 
Saturday, September 26, from 10:45–11:30. More information is 
available at the Welcome Center.

As I sit down to write this, I hear the sounds of drilling, hammering (I think!) and many other noises reminding me that we are 
in a time of transition here at Good Shepherd. Work on the parking lot entrance and the courtyard is moving along nicely and 
in full view of everyone, but the sanctuary remains for the most part hidden behind temporary walls and “hard hat only” signs. 
Whatever is going on in there – in our accustomed Sunday morning gathering place – remains a bit of a mystery, despite the 
artistic renderings of “what it will look like” on display around the church. However, though I can’t see the progress on the sanctuary 
with my own eyes, I am certainly enthusiastic and excited to know it is in process, and am eager to get into the finished space to 
begin singing our new (and old) songs to the Lord. I know it will be absolutely wonderful, and will do much to make our life 
together as a worshiping community richer, deeper and more profound than ever.

At the same time, I am enjoying the way worship is going in our beautifully reimagined Fellowship Hall. The relaxed and intimate 
atmosphere brings a whole new energy to our listening, praying – and singing! There is something about our semi-circular 
gathering around the altar in this place that encourages us to lift our voices together with strength and confidence, despite the 
less-than-ideal acoustics for music. (I also like having the coffee pot so close at hand!) Hats off to all for the flexibility and good 
humor – and faithfulness and energetic participation – that you are demonstrating as we continue to live into our life together 
in our temporary worship environment!

Normally, I use this bit of space in Together magazine to tell you about the worship emphases and special musical offerings of the 
coming season (in this case, Rally Sunday through the fall). But this year, since we will be remaining in transition – and therefore 

in Fellowship Hall – for some time yet, I thought it would be fun and interesting 
for all of us to give some thoughtful and creative consideration to what we might 
like to see and experience in our worship and music when we return to our 
“home up above” in a few months. I have my own ideas, to be sure, but would 
love to hear yours, as well. 

If you are so inclined, please take a moment to consider and share your thoughts 
about the following questions:

• What worship and music offerings have you enjoyed and/or found most 
meaningful over the years here at Good Shepherd?

• What kinds of worship and music experiences would you like our congregation 
to explore and/or live into more deeply, as we explore and inhabit our newly 
enhanced sanctuary space?

• How might you personally find your way into a richer, more meaningful 
encounter with God and one another in worship each Sunday (read a lesson, 
serve communion, write prayers, sing in a choir, play an instrument, or even just 
take a few minutes to read and reflect on the theme text for the next Sunday 
– available on our website – before coming to church)?

If you would like to share your responses to these questions – or any other 
thoughts, dreams or ideas you may have regarding worship – as we prepare to 
enter the “next phase” of our life together, please talk to me in church, write me 
a note or send me an email (ralph.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org). I am eager 
to hear your ideas!

CANTÁRE TRIP  
TO ETHIOPIA IN 2016

Keep your eyes and ears open for upcoming 
news and conversations regarding a possible 
“tour” by members of our fine 7th–12th grade 
choir, Cantáre, to our sister Lutheran church 
connections in Ethiopia in early summer 2016. 
This would be a great opportunity to share our 
faith through music and service with the 
communities there for whom we pray often 
and whose ministries we help support!

DEATHS 
12.8.27–5.5.15 
LOWELL SYVERSON

6.7.19–5.8.15 
MABEL ROLOFF

5.9.20–5.9.15 
ESTHER BABIRACKI

11.10.17–5.14.15 
MARGARET HASTY

1.17.30–6.23.15 
BEVERLY HARRIS

1.26.28–7.3.15 
DOROTHY KRONLOKKEN

6.2.35–7.8.15 
JOANNE GROETTUM 

4.16.18–7.26.15 
HELEN LANDVIK

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]
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Hello, new friends in Christ! 

I am deeply honored to have been placed with you for the 
upcoming internship year.

I am originally from Fargo, North Dakota. I am a woman of 
many churches; I started asking annoying questions about 
women and Jesus in Sunday school at Our Redeemer 
Lutheran, a church of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
and eventually asked my Grandma June Tweten if I could 
just join her at Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Fargo 
instead. Since college (Concordia College), I have attended 
Trinity Lutheran in Moorhead, Minnesota, spending a year 
doing young adult ministry, and Peace Lutheran in Lauderdale. 
I found my deep love for Jesus in the ELCA, and I'm so blessed 
to have the opportunity to begin giving back to the church 
that let me ask questions and dig into scripture.

I have two brothers. Alex (26) is a meteorologist for the Army 
National Guard and has two spunky and hilarious kids, Embry 
(5) and Ezekiel "Zeke" (2) with his wife, Jennie. My little 
brother, Vinnie (20) is starting college this fall at NDSU. He's 
an incredible drummer and an avid reader.

I just wrapped up two years of seminary and am finishing 
up plans for my wedding this August 8! My fiancé, Andy 
Pokel, is a fine arts teacher in Minneapolis and directs a choir 
at Mizpah United Church of Christ in Hopkins. He is a St. Olaf 
graduate, but we don't talk about it (because I'm a Cobber!).

Before attending seminary, I worked at a wonderful pastry 
shop in Fargo for almost two years that I miss very much. 
There's nothing quite like musing about God with other 
bakers while you roll out pie dough at 6 a.m. I also enjoy 
swing dancing, reading almost anything from any genre and 
singing.

I can't wait to meet all of you and learn from you as I grow 
as a pastor!

It is with a huge amount of joy that I write this letter of 
greeting to you. 

My name is Mark Halvorson, and this summer I was privileged 
and blessed to be able to join this staff in the role of director 
of youth and family ministry.

My family and I have a special and unique history with Good 
Shepherd. Between 1998 and 2009 I held a staff position 
here very similar to the one I am stepping into now. I was 
blessed then to be able to work with youth and families of 
this dedicated congregation in the areas of confirmation, 
senior high ministry, mission experiences and more.

To be able to return to and reengage in the day-to-day life 
of this congregation is exciting. Much has changed in the six 
years my family and I were away, but the compassion and 
deep faith of the members is apparent in every interaction, 
every conversation, every prayer, every smile.

A lot has happened in those six years. My wife Tara I are 
closing in on 17 years of marriage together; she works hard 
at Chaska High School in the college and career resource 
center helping students graduate with a plan. Six years have 
gone by, and small children become teenagers — our two 
daughters Mara (14) and Lilly (13) keep tremendously busy 
with soccer, which apparently is now a year-round sport, and 
frightening things like drivers ed and the inevitable dating 
which we are not ready for in the least.

I look forward with great optimism to the years ahead, filling 
the calendar with events and retreats, worship involvement, 
educational opportunities, as well as the deeply theological 
goofy fellowship silliness. More than that though, I feel blessed 
as I think about the relationships within this congregation 
that never stopped, the ones we get to reignite, and the 
brand new ones we will build from scratch together.

GREETINGS FROM  
PASTORAL INTERN ELISE TWETEN

GREETINGS FROM  
MARK HALVORSON

At some point, maybe sooner than we would like to admit… 
we will begin to make the turn from the routines of summer 
into all that fall has in store for us. 

We shift from perhaps relaxing summer schedules, or at the 
very least different things that fill our days and begin to plan 
for and think about the opportunities that will fill our calendar 
when it comes to fall, perhaps starting at a new school or 
venturing into the last year of classes, different sports and 
activities, or the very least recognizing that the days of summer 
begin to roll into the days of fall. 

Gears begin to change in the church world as well, and as we 
look towards the fall as a time when programs get rebooted, we 
are excited to roll out another school year of programming with 
parts that may look similar and comforting, new pieces of youth 
and family ministry that we feel will have an impact on our 
congregation, and, to be honest, an overwhelming amount of 
excitement and enthusiasm for the ministry we get to share in 
the months to come. 

As a congregation that is dedicated to community, the ways in 
which we will engage in educational and programmatic ministry 
will allow us to lean into this community that we have, as well 
as become equipped to share what we believe outside of the 
church walls, no matter our age. 

In the weeks to come there will be specific and relevant 
promotional material sent out about our middle school and 
high school ministry programs, as well as opportunities for 
families and the congregation at large. 

For now, a request: As we move into fall programming there 
will no doubt be a need for dedicated and compassionate leaders 
of all ages to plug into these programmatic and relational 

ministries. I would like to invite this congregation to be a part 
of two specific prayers. 

Prayer 1: Hold up the youth of this congregation that they may 
be open to continue with or begin developing a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Pray also for their friends, that 
those individuals may see the impact that this congregation is 
having in the lives of young people. 

Prayer 2: Spend time in prayer and listen to what God might 
be saying to you and how you might engage in the lives of 
children and youth within this congregation. Maybe God is 
nudging you to help educate and lead a small group; maybe you 
feel the call to spend a weekend retreat with youth as they 
develop great relationships; maybe it's simply smiling and 
engaging students in dialogue on a Sunday morning; maybe 
you feel called to pray for these kids and families by name. 
Whatever you may feel nudged to do, that comes from God 
and it's important to listen to those nudges. 

We will worship as a congregation; we will serve as a 
congregation; we will learn as a congregation; we will pray as 
a congregation; we will love and support each other as a 
congregation. While there will be programming specific to 
middle school and high school youth and families, our greater 
responsibility is to lean into this grace from God, and as a 
congregation – learn and live and love and serve. 

Oh, and youth ministry will have lots of pizza, and lock-ins, 
and maybe some dodgeball and capture the flag and Bible 
studies and all that stuff too.

BY MARK HALVORSON | DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

Youth Ministry  
E M B R A C E S  A L L 



TOGETHER | 98 | TOGETHER

One of the things I love to do is ask people about the names of their children. One family I met in Madagascar named 
their last child, Aina. It is my favorite Malagasy name, and it is quite common. But the reason why I love it is because 
of what it means. By definition, Aina means “life-giving breath,” the kind you get from knowing Jesus Christ.

Picking the right name for a child is a daunting task. There are many considerations in choosing a name: sound, 
compatibility, uniqueness, meaning and heritage. Some names are traditional, passed down from one family member 
to another. Aina received his name because his parents wanted him never to forget about the love of Christ. 

Sunday school this fall joins the rest of the congregation in learning Bible stories that connect us together by name. 
From the naming of the animals to the naming of Isaac and the renaming of Jacob, God shares God’s own name 
with us. It seems that God colors the world through our names — filling our souls with Aina, so that we may never 
forget the love of Christ. 

So color me by my 
name...
God made you.
God made me.
Together we are God's 
family.
Your name, my name,
Even God has a name.
Together we are God's 
family.
We color and doodle,
Give a name to a 
poodle!
Together we are God's 
family.

Don’t miss this opportunity to join in the Sunday school 
fun! Register online at www.goodshepherdmpls.org. Any 
questions? Just ask! Please contact Heather Roth Johnson 
at h.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-927-8849.

 
WOULD YOU CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING? 

Sunday school teachers, large group presenters, 
puppeteers, song leaders, station leaders, teacher 
assistants — your help is needed. Kids love it when you 
volunteer! Commitment is two Sundays a month. No prep 
is needed. Training is available (in Room 216). Please 
choose one:

Wednesday, September 2, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 

OR 

Saturday, September 12, 9:30–10:30 a.m.

 
WHERE DO WE GO FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL?

Nursery – Room 213

Age 2–Kindergarten — Room 220

1st–5th Grades — lower level classrooms

On Rally Day, there will be a hospitality team to help you 
find your way!

 
CRAYON SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVICE PROJECT 

Your crayons — old or new — are needed! Old crayons 
will be used for a Sunday school art project. New boxes 
of crayons and other school supplies will be donated  
to Lutheran Social Service. Please bring all donations to 
the Sunday school areas between September 13 and 
October 4. Thank you!

BY HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON | DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY



CARING FOR “CHERISHED AND SACRED PIECES” 
DURING CONSTRUCTION 

As of this writing, construction activity at Good Shepherd is peaking! All 
of the major, heavy demolition work is complete. This doesn’t mean that 
all noise has stopped, but most of the bone jarring, teeth rattling stuff is 
in the rearview mirror. I’m sure the staff is thrilled about that! They are 
all troopers, no question.

This also means that the overall schedule is on track! The structural steel 
for the new parking lot entrance and the “Foundation Bridge” (from the 
narthex to the parlor, alongside the worship space) is in place and has 
passed inspections. The pieces to the puzzle are starting to go together 
and take shape. The view into the courtyard from the narthex/Sacred 
Grounds gathering space affords one a great glimpse of everything, 
especially the south exterior sanctuary work.

I invite you to take a moment out and soak in some history! Some of 
Good Shepherd’s most cherished and sacred pieces – the original altar 
and the artwork and sculptures throughout our beloved church building 
– have either been moved for safe keeping or protected in place.  
After construction is complete, some simply will be returned to their 
original home. 

Others, due to our newly remodeled spaces, will have new homes within 
the reconfigured building. For example, the solid granite surface of the 
altar, which weighs in excess of 2,000 pounds, will be placed out in the 
narthex against the east wall (directly underneath the video monitor). 
What a perfect home for such a grand and storied piece! 

We will collaborate very closely with the architects, the contractors, the 
property committee and key congregational members to determine those 
locations. Every piece will be moved and/or mounted with the utmost 
care and professionalism.

Our new altar (rendering at top of page 11) is going to be beautiful, 
functional and also versatile. It will be built with undetectable castors, so 
it can be moved out of sight for events and functions where the entire 
chancel area is required. It has been designed by Ed Kodet, Jr, who 
apprenticed under Vic Gilbertson. How fitting is that?

BUILDING 
  OUR PATH  
    k 2015

BY TY TALLAKSON 
OWNER’S REP/PROJECT MANAGER  
AND CONGREGATION PRESIDENT
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Please know that if you ever have any questions, 
queries or concerns, to seek me out. I will do my 
very best to address them for you.

It’s hard to believe how fast this summer is going 
by. But what an exciting and transformational 
summer it is! My personal gratitude for everyone’s 
support throughout this process. And a fast shout 
out to Penny and our daughters Heidi and Elsa. I 
am extremely thankful for the entire Good 
Shepherd family!
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Many homebound members have been lifelong members of 
the church and have served our Lord faithfully throughout their 
lifetime. Their faith has grown as they have been a part of the 
church’s life and its people for many years, but their faith life 
doesn’t end when they are not able to attend church services 
anymore. They long to be a part of their church family, so when 
people like Donna and Vern Berg go to visit them, there is 
nothing but appreciation and gratefulness towards the two. 

When congregation members were invited to assist in bringing 
communion to every homebound member the First Sunday in 
Advent 2014, Donna and Vern volunteered. After that 
experience, Pastor Samuelson asked them to continue visiting 
some of our members, bringing communion on a regular basis. 
Donna notes that “it doesn’t feel like work; it’s doing us good 
too. It is very satisfying.”

A visit with the homebound person consists of lots of 
conversation, especially of memories and good times from the 
past according to Vern and Donna. “It’s fun listening to them 
tell stories,” Donna says. “We enjoy talking about the past with 
them and hearing about their good memories!” Some of the 
people Donna and Vern visit are Adelaide Axelson, Don Meyer, 
and Bud and Marcie Thorvilson. “The Thorvilsons walk us to 
the door when we leave!” Donna says.

BY HEIDI TALLAKSON

Visiting Our Homebound Family:  
Living Out Our Baptismal Promises

Pastor Debra Samuelson writes:

Part of the promise we make at baptism 
is that we will “support” the baptized 
person and “pray for them in their new 
life in Christ.” We welcome them into 
the “body of Christ and into the mission 
we share.” And so we have a responsibility 
to our brothers and sisters in baptism, 
not only when they are young children, 
but throughout their baptismal journey. 

Every person at Good Shepherd is 
precious and valued, a child of God who 
is part of our church family – and no one 
more than those who cannot come  
to worship anymore. Visiting the 
homebound people in our congregation 
is one of the ways we as a congregation 
live out the promises we make at baptism. 
We want to make sure they continue to 
know the love of their family at Good 
Shepherd, and so the work of our lay 
visitors is so important!

Some of our visitors not only spend some 
time with our homebound family 
member, sharing the news of Good 
Shepherd and learning about each other’s 
joys and challenges, but they also bring 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion 
– the meal we share as a congregation. 
It is a gift from God, a holy exchange 
through which God comes to us and our 
faith is renewed.

I am so thankful to all of you who 
remember our dear saints who are not 
able to attend worship any longer. The 
pastors, pastoral intern, and parish nurse 
also make regular visits to our homebound 
members. Together we share the Good 
News of God’s love and reaffirm the love 
that we share as God’s people. 

If you would like to be more actively 
involved in this ministry, or if you  
would like to be trained to bring 
communion during your visits (the 
elements are consecrated during Sunday  
morning worship), please contact me  
(d.samuelson@goodshepherdmpls.org 
or 612-927-8849). As you can see in this 
article, it brings great joy to the visited 
and also to the visitor!

Nancy Brenny also visits homebound members. Working at a 
nursing home for 17 years, Nancy has experience with seniors 
– and she loves it! But her approach is slightly different from 
Donna and Vern. In addition to home visits, Nancy has a 
telephone connection with them as well. “I look forward to 
talking with them, because it just feels good!” Nancy says the 
homebound folks love to hear what is going on at the church, 
which right now includes all the construction. Of course, “they 
like to hear about all the people of Good Shepherd also!”

Pastor Samuelson has recruited several home visitors who 
schedule regular visits with specific homebound members, 
including Nancy Chrisman, Jay Sjostrom and Terry Haugen-
Sjostrom, Bob Janssen and Andrea Norman. Some of these 
visitors take bread and wine from the altar, and they bring the 
meal to our homebound members. Notice that often on Sunday 
a small box which includes a communion set (usually in a red 
bag) rests on the altar; it contains wafers and wine which the 
visitors take with them. 

Parish Nurse Dorothy Ellerbroek makes home visits as well. 
Dorothy notes that part of being a parish nurse involves the 
responsibility of visiting people who have just recently been 
hospitalized. “Together we visit about their health, how they 
are feeling physically, emotionally and spiritually. I do a lot of 
listening.” Oftentimes, Dorothy says she brings the members 
the church bulletin from the most recent Sunday worship 
service. Like Nancy, Dorothy also says she gets asked questions 
about what is happening at Good Shepherd! “They are anxious 
to keep up-to-date on activities at church!” Dorothy says Pastor 
Samuelson also has a comment about their services. “I love the 
fact that the community they have been a part of for so long is 
now coming back, helping them and remembering them!”

I think we can all agree when Nancy says, “They are a part of 
our church’s history.” And even if they are not able to show up 
every Sunday, they are still remembered always. Our homebound 
members enjoy a friendly visit. But, deeper than that, the true 
objective of that time together is to let the members who are 
homebound know the church still cares about them, that the 
community of faith continues to embrace them.

Donna and Vern and the other visitors offer a continuing 
connection to our congregation, along with making great friends 
along the way.

1. HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN THE BUILDING BUSINESS?

I have been doing this sort of work for 36 years now.

2. HOW MANY CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS HAVE YOU DONE 
IN YOUR CAREER?

I have done four churches by myself, but six total if you include the combined 
projects I’ve done with other groups. 

3. WHAT IS THE CURRENT MAIN PROJECT THAT YOU AND 
YOUR MEN ARE WORKING ON AT THIS MOMENT?

There are four phases, and they are all going at the same time. The phases are the 
sanctuary, walkway, lobby and the new entrance. 

4. WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT WORKING 
ON GOOD SHEPHERD AND OUR PROJECT?

Everybody has been so nice – accommodating and very understanding through all 
the mess, noise and different interruptions.

5. WHAT HAS BEEN THE THING YOU’VE LIKED LEAST?

This is definitely an interesting remodel, but it’s pretty typical, which means there 
will always be issues. There hasn’t been any one thing that has stuck out as being 
worse or better.

6. WHAT PART OF THE BUILDING DO YOU ANTICIPATE WILL 
BE FINISHED FIRST?

The sanctuary. We are trying to get that done first.

7. IS IT OK TO ASK? BUT ARE WE AHEAD OF SCHEDULE, BEHIND 
OR RIGHT ON TIME?

Let’s just put it this way: we have no issues with the schedule. We are running right 
on time and, as we near the end, things will come together fast. 

8. WHAT MOST LIKELY WILL BE THE LAST THING TO BE DONE 
IN THE OVERALL PROJECT?

The last thing that will be finished is the lobby area.

9. HAVE YOU AND YOUR MEN ENJOYED THE TREATS?

The treats have been great! Treats in general are always accepted.

10. ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD?

Hopefully our disruption of your services has been worth it for everyone here. I 
know how loud it can get. Also Laura Stein is great; she smiles so much and never 
gets mad! 

WITH 

ROY 
GROITZSCH
JOB SUPERINTENDENT  
FOR ANDERSON COMPANIES
BY ANNELA ROVA

QUESTIONS



14 | INSPIRING TODAY INSPIRING TODAY | 15

Neil and Leandra were a regular part of the Over Coffee 
series for a number of years. They are married to each 
other and were a folk-singing duo for many years.  
One of the songs that they wrote and sang that brought 
them notoriety was called “Old Love.” Part of its chorus 
runs thus:

We don’t have to say I love you
quite as often as we used to.

Old love just goes without saying,
but we still say it anyway.

This song reminded me of a reality at Good Shepherd: 
We’re an amazing congregation. It doesn’t need to be said 
in order to be seen, but I say it anyway: Good Shepherd 
is an amazing congregation. We prove it in so many ways, 
whether it’s in worship, serving our communities through 
ministries such as Camden Promise, Urban Homeworks 
or Families Moving Forward (to mention just a few), or 
providing support to a community half-way round the 
world in Ethiopia.

As part of our ongoing ministry planning, we recently 
took a survey used by many congregations to see what 
members are thinking and feeling, called the C.A.T. 
(Church Assessment Tool). The results screamed out this 
clear message: Good Shepherd is an amazing congregation, 
not one willing to simply maintain a status quo ministry. 
The results of the C.A.T. provided strong evidence of a 
congregation that desires to find more ways to share and 
celebrate the blessings God has bestowed on us, especially 
in searching for ways to reach out to young families and 
in creating additional support groups for developing a 
deeper faith in those involved in the life of Good Shepherd 
– members or friends. We wish to be a transformational 
people, sharing God’s blessings.

We’re eager; we’re willing; we’re ready. How do we take 
the next steps? With a directive from the church council 
and with assistance from Tim Johnson, our consultant 
from Kairos, a mission and vision planning group has 
been brought together to determine what these next steps 
in our growing ministry will be. At its first meeting, 
members reviewed the strategic plans that were put in 

LOOKING TO  
GOD’S FUTURE

place over two years ago, much of which has been formalized 
and completed. The strategy will serve as a foundation for the 
new ministry plans – along with the information gathered from 
the C.A.T. results.

The C.A.T. showed that members of Good Shepherd wish to 
see this church grow in its mission, intensify its reach to young 
families, welcome new partners in ministry, support them in 
varying ministry opportunities and strive collectively to 
transform the world around us. We wish to develop a deeper 
faith, born in Christ, and share that with our members, our 
communities, and our world. God is calling us anew; we will 
answer anew. 

As the team’s work is completed, the plans will be sent to the 
council for approval and then presented to the congregation 
for action. And we will indeed act as God calls us, and as we 
have done for over 90 years. Good Shepherd is an amazing 
congregation. We don’t need to be told, but I say it anyway. 
Thanks be to God!

Members of the Mission/Vision Planning Team are Pastor 
Debra Samuelson, Pastor Karl Jacobson, staff members Heather 
Roth Johnson, Mark Halvorson and Karen Walhof, 
congregational vice-president Cathy Roinas, council member 
Erienne Nelson, Andrea Norman, Tim Matyi and Ron Hovland.

BY RON HOVLAND

The walkway along the worship space was a key component of the renovation 
plans currently underway at Good Shepherd. However, when costs were tallied 
and capital appeal pledges were gauged, it seemed that funds would not allow 
that part of the architect’s plan. But then the Good Shepherd Foundation 
stepped forward and promised a grant of $300,000 for that purpose.

The walkway will be framed by glass panels on the courtyard side and sliding 
wooden panels between it and the worship space. The sliding panels will house 
the beautiful stained glass windows that had been in the south wall of the 
sanctuary. The walkway will not only allow easy access from the narthex to the 
renovated parlor/Heritage Room space, it will also enable natural light to stream 
into the worship space.

Thank you to the Foundation for their visionary gift. We will rejoice each time 
we race through the walkway or pause to gaze at the plants in the restored 
courtyard!

In addition, the Foundation, in recent years, has funded a shelter for young 
mothers through Lutheran Social Service, given a significant gift to the 
Wilderness Canoe Base for a medical building in honor of Pastor Paul Monson, 
supported kids programming through Kaleidoscope Place, given a grant to 
Urban Homeworks and generously assisted with the shipping of the container 
of supplies to Aira, Ethiopia. They were foundational in the performing arts 
ministry at Good Shepherd and continue to make an impact in our children’s 
ministries (see the sidebar).

The Foundation, launched in 1959, manages an endowment that enhances and 
extends the congregation’s worship, education and ministry programs. The 
endowment totals $880,000 as of June 30, 2015, after having contributed the 
grants made to date. Gifts of all sizes make a huge difference.

“The Foundation created an entity for members to give to knowing it would be 
perpetual. It has become a valuable part of Good Shepherd because of its support 
of the Performing Arts program, music, Sunday school and VBS programs, 
among others,” explains Vic Perbachs, Foundation president. “The Foundation 
has also supported outreach programs that members participate in including 
Families Moving Forward and Ethiopia ministries.” 

Vic adds, “The nine directors who serve up to three three-year terms are 
instrumental in what the Foundation does. That means between 50 and 60 
directors have served over the 56 years.” 

If you are interested in learning more about the Foundation, contact a member 
of its board of directors. In addition to President Perlbachs, the directors are: 
David Quello, treasurer; Ginny Pearson, secretary; Rob Albright, John 
Hjelmeland, Renee Raether, David VanderHaar, Lynn Weist and Ann Burckhardt. 

FOUNDATION FUNDS  
VBS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
Colors flashed and so did smiles as 25 Vacation 
Bible Schoolers worked alongside a dozen 
senior citizens creating original works of art 
with watercolors. 

It was midweek of the annual summer school, 
and a big bus had brought the exuberant 
youngsters to 7500 York, Edina, home of a 
number of Good Shepherd seniors. The 
painting session followed a sing-along led by 
Director of Worship and Music Ralph  
Johnson, his guitar accompanying the kids’ 
bright voices. 

After the younger children returned to the 
church, teams of kids and seniors gathered 
around work tables set up with paper, paints, 
brushes, and, of course, water. “You have your 
choice of three topics,” announced artist-in 
residence Jordan Kammer. “You can paint the 
two Bible stories we’ve studied, the burning 
bush or David and Goliath, or you can show 
love – God’s love.” In 20 minutes, each team 
had finished a vivid design. The completed art 
works are being framed and will be used to 
decorate the Fellowship Hall.

Jordan’s lively art leadership and a variety of 
other activities during Vacation Bible School 
were funded by a $350 grant from the Good 
Shepherd Foundation. 

FOUNDATION GIFT  
MAKES KEY RENOVATION POSSIBLE

BY ANN L. BURCKHARDT
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ADULT EDUCATION CHANGES IN THE FALL
We are making a bit of a shift in our adult education offerings this fall. 

Sunday morning Lifelines (9:30–10:15 in the fellowship hall) will continue to focus on the Narrative Lectionary text for the day, 
but with more in-depth teaching based both in the text itself and in the context of the larger story or book. For example, on 
Sunday, September 20, we will study Genesis 18:1–15; 21:1–7 as a “stand alone” story, but we will also pay attention to other parts 
of Abraham’s (and Sarah’s!) story, as well as the book of Genesis as a whole. The dates and texts for the fall are listed below. 

After worship don’t leave! Grab a cup of coffee and/or a treat, and stay for our time of learning and growth. 

On Wednesday nights we will begin a lecture series on biblical theology and the practice of Word-, God-, Christ-centered lives 
of faith. We will begin with a 45–50 minute presentation employing interactive online resources (hosted on a new website,  
www.withgodatthecenter.wordpress.com), followed by time for questions and reactions. Additional reading and study will be 
suggested in preparation for the next week’s presentation. 

Two series are planned, starting in September: 

WE ARE . . . GOD’S PEOPLE (10 WEEKS) 

September 16 through November 18: Learning to imagine and embrace the meaningful life to which our God calls us. We will 
explore issues of identity, calling, and purpose through the theological lens of belonging to God. 

PEOPLE OF PEACE (4 WEEKS) 

December 2 through December 23: Race relations in the United States: Do we still have a dream? The past year has seen an 
explosion of the racial tensions that remain a serious threat to the fabric of our nation (and world). How do we, as God’s people, 
make sense and a way through this darkness? 

FALL WORSHIP AND EDUCATION SERIES 
We are entering our third year in the Narrative Lectionary. In our worship and education we will once again be moving through 
some of the great stories of the Old Testament, on our way to the Gospel of Mark. Here is a snapshot of what you can expect in 
worship and education this year: 

SERIES 1 – “I KNOW YOU BY NAME” 

September 13: Genesis 2:4b–25 – “What’s in a Name?” 
September 20: Genesis 18:1–15; 21:1–7 – “Abraham Named  
him ‘Laughter’” 
September 27: Genesis 32:22–30 – “You Shall No Longer be Called Jacob, 
but Israel” 
October 4: Exodus 1:8–14; 3:1–10 (11–15) – “The Unnamed Pharaoh and 
the Named God” 

SERIES 2 – “GOD’S COMMUNITY OF  
FREED PEOPLE” 

October 11: Deuteronomy 5:1–21; 6:4–6 – “The Way of Freedom” 
October 18: Ruth 1:1–17 – “Your people shall be my people, your God 
shall be my God” 
October 25: 2 Samuel 5:1–5; 6:1–5; Psalm 150 – “With God at  
the Center” 
November 1: 1 Kings 12:1–19 – “Israel’s New Pharaoh” 

November 8: 1 Kings 18:20–3 9 – “The Lord is indeed God!” 

SERIES 3 – “TWO PICTURES OF A GOD WHO  
CHANGES YET REMAINS THE SAME” 

November 15: Hosea 11:1–9 – “How Can I Give You Up?” 
November 22: Isaiah 5:1–7; 11:1–5 – “God is a Gardener:  
Demanding justice” 

SERIES 4 – ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS: “THE WAY  
OF PEACE” 

November 29: 2 Kings 22:1–10; 23:1–3 – “God's Law and the Way  
of Peace” 
December 6: Isaiah 40:1–1 – “Comfort My People” 
December 13: Ezra 1:1–4; 3:1–4, 10–13 – “Rebuilding After Destruction” 
December 20: Luke 1:5–13 (24–25, 57–80) – “Prepare the Way of Peace” 
December 24 (Christmas Eve): Luke 2:1–20 – “Peace on earth good will 
to all” 
December 25 (Christmas Day): Luke 2:8–20 – “The Prince of Peace  
is born”

Other than the Gospel narratives about Jesus, the story of King David is the longest 
account of a person’s life in the Bible. David’s story runs from 1 Samuel 16:1 to 2 Kings 
2:12 – thirty-one and a half chapters – from his time as a shepherd boy anointed king 
in private, to his victory over the giant Goliath, to his battles with Israel’s enemies and 
Israel’s first king (Saul), to the Bathsheba affair. 

One of the more important things which David did, and less familiar to many of us, is 
told in 2 Samuel 5–7. David brought the Ark of the Covenant – which contained the 
tablets of the Ten Commandments and was the seat upon which God sat in the presence 
of the people in the tent of meeting – and established it in Jerusalem. Before this the 
Ark was mobile, moving about, back and forth, among the tribal territories of Israel. 

On October 25 this year a portion of that story is our reading for worship: 

2 Samuel 5:1–5; 6:1–5 

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your 
bone and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out 
Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my 
people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.” So all the elders of Israel came to 
the king at Hebron; and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before 
the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel.  David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  At Hebron he reigned over Judah 
seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah 
thirty-three years. 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.  David and all 
the people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the 
ark of God, which is called by the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on 
the cherubim.  They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, 
were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark.  
David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, 
with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 

What is important about this move is that it centralized Israel’s worship and devotion; 
it placed God at the center of the nation, the people. It was there, in Jerusalem (under 
the reign of David’s son Solomon), in the Temple, that God’s name was invoked, 
cherished and honored by the Israelites “with all their might, with songs and lyres and 
harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.” 

This may seem a minor thing. But in bringing the Ark to Jerusalem David was embodying 
the obedience to the first “table” of the Law: establishing God alone as Israel’s God; 
honoring God’s name and ensuring that it might be called upon properly; remembering 
the Sabbath. 

David brought the Ark into Israel’s center, its heart, in worship. In so doing he set God 
at the center of the people. 

October 25 is Reformation Sunday. It is also the day when a number of our members 
will confirm their faith. The story for that day, of David bring the Ark to Jerusalem, is 
fitting. Confirmation, and indeed the whole life of faith before and after that day, is 
finally about one thing: learning to imagine and embrace a life with God at the center. 

As we look forward to the fall, to worship and learning and growth in our shared faith, 
David’s story invites us all to imagine and embrace this kind of life – life with God at 
the center.

SCRIPTURE STORIES

With  
God at 

the 
Center

BY PASTOR 
 KARL JACOBSON
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All Baby Boomers will be invited to a Good Shepherd get-together on 
Sunday, September 20, at 5 p.m. at Julie and Jeff Burrows’ house. Wine 
and hors-d’oeuvres will be served.

The purpose of the gathering is to ask these questions:

• What is God calling us to in our retirements? 

• How is God calling you to make a difference? 

• How can God use the gifts you bring to the table in the “second half ”?

Three Good Shepherd members – two who are retired and one who has 
not started in his second half of life – will share their thoughts about the 
ways God has called them to make a difference.

• Julie Burrows will talk about the way God called her to start UpTurnships, 
a nonprofit designed to help youth in their focus and abilities in the job 
market. 

• John Mendesh will talk about his continuing ministry in Africa.

• Rob Albright (not even close to a Boomer) will talk about the burning 
passion in his life – equality in education.

Longtime member Hazel Oden, 92, is one of 150 dedicated workers being 
honored September 26 at the gala 150th Anniversary dinner of Lutheran 
Social Service of Minnesota (LSS).

In over 30 years of volunteer service, Hazel worked as a thrift store day 
manager week after week, year after year, modeled vintage costumes (found 
at the store) in nearly 90 style shows and provided leadership for the LSS 
Auxiliary. 

A fondly remembered anecdote? Two boys spotted a used bike at the 
thrift store. One got permission to try it out and circled the check-out 
counter; the other held the door open while the rider took off. “They 
needed it,” adds Hazel. 

In October the Good Shepherd Over Coffee series enters its twentieth 
year of serving the congregation and the neighborhood. Started in 1995, 
Over Coffee grew out of the congregation’s desire to offer something of 
value to the community. Motivated by the conviction that the church, as 
a public institution, provides a platform where all issues of human concern 
can be discussed. A diverse group of well-known speakers have presented 
insight into community issues.

This fall Over Coffee will feature five prominent women speakers, including 
Minneapolis Police Chief Janeé Harteau, Hennepin County Commissioner 
Marion Greene and Carol Engebretson Byrne, president of the Minnesota 
International Center. The dates are October 15, October 22, October 29, 
November 5 and November 12. The programs are held in the newly 
remodeled Fellowship Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m. and ending at 8:15 
p.m. Coffee is supplied by Caribou Coffee and bagels by Bruegger’s Bagels.

Invite a friend or neighbor and don’t miss this unique opportunity to 
connect with our community and other members while discussing topics 
that are important to everyone! More information about this fall’s speaker 
lineup can be found on the Good Shepherd website.

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK

BACKGROUND 

Last September, in connection with the Capital Appeal, Good 
Shepherd leaders gathered neighborhood community leaders 
to discuss the pressing needs of this community at this time. 
One of those present that evening, Jodi Harpsted, CEO of 
Lutheran Social Service (LSS), asked a question: “We have all 
kinds of expectations for our high school youth when they 
graduate from high school. Why don't we have any expectations 
for people when they retire?” Pastor Samuelson felt this question 
couldn’t be ignored, especially in our area where so many people 
are vital and active in their early retirement years. 

WHAT’S NEXT?

Many resources are available to prompt further conversations 
about Baby Boomers’ retirement and their “second half of life.” 
LSS has created a Bible study to help steer this conversation, 
and Bob Buford has also written three books to guide people 
in their quest to make a difference. Come to the event for more 
information on these resources.

Pastor Samuelson explains that, for this gathering, “my role is 
one of creating space and perhaps spurring interest in faith-based 
discussions about ‘what’s next’” – allowing people to dream. 

If you’re in that Boomer age group, please join in the conversation.

BABY BOOMERS FACTS

Baby boomers are people born during the 
post-World War II years 
between 1946 and 1964. 
During those years, 75 
million American 
children were born – 
making made up almost 
40 percent of the nation’s population.

In terms of numbers, the Baby 
Boom peaked in 1957 – when  
4.3 million babies were born.

Boomers grew up at a time of 
dramatic social change – 
defined by such memorable 
events as the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy, the 
first walk on the moon, the 
Civil Rights movement and 
the Vietnam War.

As the generation gets older, 
Baby Boomers are now 
participating in a dialog about 
how to manage aging and 
end-of-life issues.

Sixty percent of 
Boomers lost value 
in their investments 
because of the 
economic crisis in 2008 to 2009.

Forty-two percent of Boomers are delaying 
retirement, and 25 percent claim they will 
never retire and are working. 

Jobs for those 55 and older 
are growing at an annual 
rate of 4.1 percent – four 
times the overall rate – and 
skilled workers with 
experience are especially in 

demand. However, much of the growth is in 
temporary or contract positions, not full-
time jobs.

In 2013, more than half of the first-year 
boomers (those born in 1946) were fully 
retired as they reached a common retirement 
age of 67 years old.

In 2029, the last of the 
Boomers will turn 65. 
By 2030, about one in 
five Americans will be 
older than 65 or more 
than double current 
numbers, to 71.5 
million people. This 
number will steadily 

increase to 86.7 million people by 2050. The 
65-plus population segment is projected to 
double to 71.5 million by 2030 and grow to 
86.7 million by 2050.

Hazel Oden 
H O N O R E D  B Y  L S S

BY HERB MORGENTHALER

BEGINS AGAIN

BY ANN  
BURCKHARDT



20 | REACHING OUT WITH HOPE REACHING OUT WITH HOPE | 21

Youth Mission Trip

Camden Promise  
Hot Dog Dinner

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

Women's Canoe Trip

Youth Mission Trip

Camden Promise  
Hot Dog Dinner

Musical Theater Camp

Vacation Bible School at 7500 York

Men's Retreat on Rainy Lake

Vacation Bible School

Lake Harriet 
Bandshell  
Service

Loaves and Fishes

Musical  
Theater 
Camp
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You can feel the momentum building, whether 
it’s the sound of construction equipment or of 
curious chatter, “What are they going to do 
next?” As we revitalize the place where our 
faith community finds its home, we also have 
been able to help others find a home through 
the 10% for mission of the Capital Appeal. 
Money has gone to most of the ministries 
already, and they have responded with thanks, 
sharing stories of how that money will be used. 
Every story is important. We impact our 
community one story at a time.

For families without adequate housing, the fear 
of the unknown is especially scary. Thanks to 
the funds donated to Families Moving 
Forward, Antwain and his family have a safe 
place to sleep at night. Looking for affordable 
housing while trying to earn enough money 
to support their family, Antwain’s parents 
struggled financially. Families Moving Forward 
provided the transitional cushion needed to 
carry Antwain’s family safely through a journey 
to secure housing. 

Through Community Emergency Services 
(CES) we are helping families stay in their 
own homes by offering temporary rent 
subsidies. Recently a young single father came 
to CES for housing assistance. He was raising 
his baby on his own after the child’s mother 
walked out of the hospital and disappeared, 
leaving the baby. He was an enthusiastic new 
father, taking parenting classes and engaging 
the help of his godmother for childcare. He 
had just gotten a full-time job at a barber shop 
and needed help with his rent until he received 
his first paycheck. With CES's help, this  
young man was able to stay in his home  
and was supported in his choice to be a 
responsible parent.

The gift to Onesimus Nesib Seminary will be 
used directly for a home for women students 
at the seminary. The women’s dormitory was a 
dream until our funding made the plan a reality. 
Headmaster Tadesa Disase writes, “Dear 

CAPITAL APPEAL FUNDS  
HELP OTHER HOMES IN ADDITION TO OUR CHURCH HOME

BY SHARON HAMMOND AND KAREN WALHOF

friends, we have started to excavate the land – cutting trees, collecting stones 
and gathering sand, making hollow blocks for building – for the women's 
dormitory.“ Although the seminary had a men’s dormitory, women were jammed 
into a few former faculty offices, six bunk beds per office, with no room for desks 
or closets. Each year the seminary registers more women students, so the need 
is pressing.

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota continues to serve homeless youth 
throughout the state. Our gift will support programs like Rezek House, a 
transitional housing program. LaDawn lived there for a year while LSS helped 
her secure a job and provided food and basic hygiene supplies. “Being homeless 
takes a toll on you. [Rezek House] made me a stronger person and more 
compassionate. It’s not easy. There are going to be obstacles, but now I know I 
can do it.” Today LaDawn has her own apartment and is attending college.

For the Fulton Neighborhood Association, “it was a surprise gift – totally out 
of the blue,” association president Jim Tincher says. “And it has allowed us to 
dream.” They have decided to use these funds towards improving our 
environmental home. They are implementing two synergistic environmental 
projects: protecting bee populations, garden, and hives, along with facilitating 
milkweed plantings which provide habitat for Monarch butterfly populations. 
Watch for specific developments!

66 West is the apartment complex for homeless 
youth which will be built across from Southdale. 
Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative, the 
organization that manages Families Moving 
Forward, is working with congregations and 
institutions in our area to make this housing 
unit happen. Yes, homelessness is a fact in our 
area! Tom (not his real name) attended Edina 
High School. At night he rode the bus or 
camped out on a friend’s couch. He used 
convenience store rest rooms for sponge baths. 
Studying was nearly impossible. 66 West will 
change lives for young people like Tom.

We have provided mission funds to Augusta 
Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem, the home of 
care to Palestinians in the Holy Land. During 
the Gaza conflict this past year, Augusta 
Victoria Hospital faced a cash flow crisis 
resulting from delays in payments for patient 
treatment by the Palestinian Authority. In 
addition, the hospital assumed significant 
expenses as they responded to the conflict by 
sending emergency teams to Gaza and 
receiving many patients injured because of the 
fighting. In the face of such violence, they 
continued their singular program of ongoing 
care for surgical, cancer, childhood disease and 
community health patients. Our gift will make 
an immediate impact.

Camden Promise is using our gift to develop 
a new service for its neighbors: helping  
them find full-time, long-term jobs, which  
will provide stable, ongoing family and  
home life. Now in its infancy, the program 
promises stories of employment successes in 
the months ahead.

How blessed we are to be able to build and 
develop, help and support so many as they serve 
others with the hands of Christ!

66 West apartments for homeless youth

Augusta Victoria Hospital, Jerusalem

Bee-friendly gardens

Families Moving Forward
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See the Join In booklet 
for September–December 
2015 for all the worship, 
welcome/hospitality, 
learning, connecting/
caring and outreach 
ministry opportunities at  
Good Shepherd.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
October 3

CAMDEN PROMISE  
FOOD SHELF
September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD
December 6–12

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD SHELF
September 6

October 4

November 1

December 6

GODSPELL
December 10, 11, 12

HALLOWEEN ON EWING
OCTOBER 31

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
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JOIN IN
LOAVES AND FISHES
September 15
November 17

MEALS ON WHEELS
September 7–11
October 19–23
November 30–December 4

QUILTERS
September 10

October 8

November 12

December 10

URBAN HOMEWORKS
September 12

October 10

November 14

December 12

SUMMER CLASSIC COMEDY
September 10, 11, 12 


