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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

“Wow” was my immediate reaction when I first saw this issue of Together magazine. Wow at the 
lay-out, which impossibly seems better each time. Thank you to Rich May and his team at May 
Advertising for this amazing gift of time and expertise they give the congregation, issue after 
issue. And wow about all that is happening within and around this congregation of faith. Not 
for one moment is that wow about us, but wow at how the Holy Spirit is using the gifts of 
individuals and of the community to make a difference. Our prayer throughout our time together 
has been, “God, what would you have us do, what would you have us be in this place at this 
time?” and “Thy will be done.” Please continue to let these prayers be foremost in your mind as 
you pray for this community of faith.

In the summer of 2012, Ron Hovland, Shirley Brandt and I attended a “Rethinking Stewardship” 
conference at Luther Seminary that has informed our direction in stewardship at Good Shepherd. 
One of the speakers at that conference, directing his comments to the pastors in attendance, 
suggested that if we were going to be able to reach people in this culture, we would need to spend 
at least half our time in creative thought and innovation. Most of us gasped at the impossibility 
of that task. Then two and a half years ago we restructured the staff. Although we certainly did 
not have the instruction of this speaker in mind, it in fact has been one of the outcomes of that 
restructuring. While, admittedly, we still are not able to spend half of our time in this area, we 
have the gifts on staff to be able to think creatively about faith and culture. You will clearly see 
this in Pastor Jacobson’s article, “The bibpopcult Blog,” on page 16 and his article on page 18, 
“Summer Film Series.” The church needs to be at the forefront of this kind of innovative and 
creative work, and to be able and willing to see ourselves, not as individual churches but as a part 
of the whole church of God, all working together, each doing our part in allowing the faith to 
live in the lives of those around us.

The issue is full of fun and creative and exciting articles. We had a very fine ground-breaking 
ceremony on May 3, and there is an update on the building on page 12. Our lead article, written 
by our intern and featuring our appeal co-leaders, points us to the future. Our children and youth 
are vital in our present and point us to the future. See the articles on pages 4, 5, 11 and 22 to see 
what you are making possible for our children, youth and young adults in learning, in service 
and in preparation for their futures – and see what JJ Quello told Morgan May about his 
experience in VBS! Our Green Team has received a grant from Hennepin County that will help 
heighten the awareness of the entire congregation to “sustainability efforts that protect God’s 
green earth.” Wondering what to cook for dinner? Get some great ideas beginning on page 7. 
Looking for fun and fellowship, or for opportunities to serve? You’ll see those articles scattered 
throughout this issue, including the Golden Shepherds’ summer calendar, different opportunities 
for men and for women, ministry at Camden Promise and the ministry of the shawl. And be 
sure to mark in your calendars the Lake Harriet Bandshell service on May 31 – join the 
congregation and the community for “A Psalm and a Sundae!” 

“It’s a wonderful time to be the church!” I thank God for you and for this community of faith. 
What a joy and privilege it is to serve as your leader in Christ!

Ever grateful,

Pastor Debra Samuelson
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faith

CAMP
BY HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON | DIRECTOR OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY

A couple of years ago, my older son attended a reading and 
math camp. I don't always associate math with camp, but 
nonetheless he had a great time. Perusing the parks and rec 
manual, I found that there is a kid's camp for just about 
everything imaginable: math, chess, foreign language, 
reading, strings and choir. These offerings are aimed to 
strengthen a child's mind and equip kids with new skills, 
while under the umbrella of fun! 

Camp is great way to stretch the imagination and dream of 
inventions – all good things, but what about faith? In the 
midst of your kid's mind-boggling camps, consider Vacation 
Bible School. A mom told me she loved VBS because it is a 
place where her kid can be a kid – no need to be perfect, 
learn a new way to multiply or be the best striker – just faith, 
friendship and fun that make Good Shepherd’s Faith  
Camp tick.

So this summer, bring your child, and a friend or two, to 
Vacation Bible School – a Faith Camp, where your kid can 
jump into God's love and grow in faith and friendship with 
others. At VBS – Blast from the Past – we will discover 
together God’s everlasting love! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday–Friday, June 8-12, 2015

9:00 a.m.–12 noon 

$30/child 

For kids age 4 by September 1, 2015, through completed  
5th grade. 

Register online at www.goodshepherdmpls.org

VBS NEEDS YOU!  
Consider volunteering!
 We’re looking for: 

• Crew leaders and assistants (youth are welcome) 

• Station leaders for Cinema and Storytelling

• Registration 

Please contact Heather for questions,  
h.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-927-8849. 

Are you under time constraints?
Consider donating these needed supplies: 

Wet wipes, paper plates, plastic spoons and knives, 
caramel fruit dip, mini-marshmallows, large 
marshmallows, Ritz crackers (round), chocolate chips, 
graham crackers, white icing, pre-packaged 
marshmallow treats.

Please bring all VBS donations to the Sunday school 
area. Thank you!

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
THE LOGGERS LIFE
The afternoon will begin with a lunch buffet in Fellowship Hall. Then 
our speaker, Sara Given with the Anoka County Historical Society, will 
present a power point presentation about the logging industry in 
Minnesota and the connection to Anoka. Some topics she will explore 
with us include how a logging camp worked, the significance of the 
Rum River and a description of the River Pigs.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8
ST. MARY’S GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
A short jaunt from Good Shepherd to the east side of Lake Calhoun 
will take us to the Greek Orthodox Church for a tour of the building 
and a luncheon. (This tour was originally scheduled for January, but 
had to be postponed due to a funeral.) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
MINNEAPOLIS SOUTHSIDE SINGERS
This talented group will entertain us with their program following the 
buffet lunch in Fellowship Hall. They performed for us four years ago 
and received rave reviews.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM
We will travel to the Arboretum in Chaska where we will enjoy a tram 
tour of the gardens on the grounds, have some time to visit the buildings 
and enjoy a lunch at a location yet to be determined.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

GOLDEN 
SHEPHERDS 

BY KAREN WILKINSON

New members!

Spring and summer are very exciting seasons 
for performing arts at Good Shepherd. 

This summer, the Summer Musical Theater 
Camp will be celebrating its five-year 
anniversary. At least 250 kids from all over the 
Twin Cities have signed up to be a part of this 
fabulous camp, which employs over 40 high 
school and college kids as well. End of camp 
shows are in late June and late July.

Then in September, we will be performing our 
fourth annual Summer Classical Comedy. Our 
show this summer is “The Actor’s Nightmare” 
by Christopher Durang. 

Coming up this Christmas will be “The Music 
Man.” Contact Tor Johnson for more 
information.

BY TOR JOHNSON

P E R FO R M I N G

UPDATES
ARTS

 TOGETHER | 54 | TOGETHER 



BAPTISMS 
3.18.2015  
LILLIAN DONNA KLABO

4.4.2015  
CAMERON JASON (CJ) 
GOLDBERG

NEW MEMBERS
DAN HOLTEY & ANNE 
TOFTELAND 
BJORN AND SONJA

SOREN & SASHA JENSEN 
SADIE, SAYLOR AND 
SAMANTHA

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

MARY MATYI

TODD & ALLISON PAULSON 
ROSE, KATHERINE AND 
JACK

DEATHS 
2.14.1942–2.11.2015 
JUDY JOHNSTON

9.2.1921–2.21.2015 
MARGARET SANDER

3.19.1925–3.19.2015 
BARBARA CUNDY

4.18.1937–4.5.2015 
TED STUNDAHL

BY DOROTHY ELLERBROEK | PARISH NURSE

This year during Lent we explored prayer in its many aspects – the when, 
where, why and how of prayer. We shared personal prayers in small discussion 
groups. And we placed our prayers on slips of paper in a makeshift prayer 
wall in the sanctuary. One way to enhance one's prayer life is to use a prayer 
shawl, as a way to heighten contemplation and conversation with God.  
A shawl, sometimes referred to as a “mantle,” is a loose garment over the 
shoulders, to shield and enfold the wearer. As the shawl brings warmth  
and comfort, it reminds the wearer and knitter of God's ever-present love  
and care.

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd began its prayer shawl ministry in 
2003. A willing group of volunteers knit or crochet prayer shawls for those 
who are ill, grieving or in need of solace. Baby blankets are also produced and 
given to children at baptism. As these shawls are made, the knitter or cro-
cheter prays for the recipient of the shawl – thus, the shawls are infused with 
prayers to God for the receiver. Prayer shawls are given to our members by 
clergy and others, like myself, who visit them. Any time, but primarily on 
Wellness Sunday, the second Sunday of each month, shawls can be purchased 
for those outside our faith family. The $25 charge covers the cost of supplies. 

Since 2003 a total of 329 prayer shawls and 
58 baby blankets have been given. Some 21 
shawls have been purchased.

We have been blessed with knitters who 
have generously given of themselves to this 
ministry; we offer our deep gratitude to 
them all. There are two women whose 
faithfulness in creating shawls and baby 
blankets is noteworthy. Mary Moensch  
has made 125 prayer shawls, and the late 
Mildred Schleuter made 150 shawls and  
34 baby blankets. After Mildred passed away 
in September 2014, her husband Ralph 
donated her supply of yarn and finished 
projects to us.

Nancy Brenny has coordinated the work of 
the Prayer Shawl ministry for the past 
several years. She is a good teacher and has 
helped many volunteers learn to knit or 
crochet the shawls. Nancy maintains a 
supply of beautiful, colorful yarns for the 
volunteers. Anyone is welcome to join this 
caring ministry; please visit the display table 
of lovely finished work in the narthex on 
Wellness Sundays.

Nancy has led us to extend this ministry of 
comfort in the form of graduation gifts to 
high school seniors and as a gesture of 
hospitality for our guests with Families 
Moving Forward. We also plan to provide a 
one-time gift of nine shawls to the Fairview 
Hospice program plus three baby blankets to 
the neonatal intensive care unit at Fairview 
Southdale Hospital.

The prayer shawl is one way of reminding 
the recipient of God's ever-present love, to 
bring comfort and peace at all times. Know 
that someone with a very loving heart has 
created it for you in prayer.

the ministry of the

Shawl
Summer is a time for eating fresh foods from the garden, having 
lighter meals, and enjoying the outdoors by either lighting up 
the grill, lunching on the patio or picnicking in the park. Meet 
four members of Good Shepherd who are passionate about 
food and healthy, fresh, choices. Each has graciously shared  
a recipe for you to try at home. Try them for a perfect  
summer meal! 

Long-time Good Shepherd member, Ann Burckhardt, has 
spent a lifetime devoted to food and good eating. As a food 
writer at the Minneapolis StarTribune, Ann has been at the 
heart of food trends in Minnesota. She has written and edited 
numerous cookbooks, and once owned a B&B in St Peter. 

Ann says the first rule of summer cooking is that it should be 
easy. Her tips for entertaining make it a snap for the cook and 
fun for the guests. She suggests cooking in the morning and 
having foods ready in the refrigerator for later in the day when 
the kitchen gets too hot. Her favorite meal to serve in the 
summer was brunch on the patio. She often made a cheese-
topped egg and ham dish prepared in an electric skillet set 
outside. Guests then help themselves. Or, she might serve a 
pasta salad with a cold soup. Her Blender Blueberry Soup can 
be served either as a dessert or an afternoon snack. Another 
easy suggestion for entertaining is to provide a sandwich bar 
where guests can make their own sandwiches from an array of 
ingredients. She suggests to serve it with a side salad such as a 
macaroni salad with sharp cheddar, pickles and peas. 

Since living at 7500 York, Ann doesn’t cook or entertain as 
much as she did in the past, but friends stopping by for coffee 
always enjoy fresh homemade cookies or quick bread. She loves 
going to the nearby Farmer’s Market in Centennial Lakes for 
the freshest fruits and vegetables. Favorite cookbook? It’s still 
Betty Crocker! 

Jeff Burrows’ interest in food was spurred by becoming an empty 
nester. Without the hectic schedule of having teenagers at home, 
he and his wife Julie found they had a bit more time around 
dinner. So they began experimenting with pairing the right 
wine with food. Since Jeff is an avid photographer, Julie suggested 
he write a blog about his food and wine interests. Each of his 
posts features a recipe and wine with a stunning photograph. 

BY DONNA CLARK

summertimesummertime
and the Cooking 
Is Easy!

BLENDER 
BLUEBERRY SOUP 

a n n  b u r c k h a r d t ' s 

This soup says summer in Minnesota. Fresh blueberries make 
it an easy and refreshing dessert or snack. Ann serves this in 
her mother’s antique bouillon cups and has extra servings 
ready in a pitcher.  

3 cups blueberries, plus more for garnish 

1/3 cup water or apple juice  

1 tbsp. blueberry preserves (optional)  

2 cups vanilla yogurt  

1 cup half-and-half  

1/4 cup milk  

1. Place the berries, water and preserves (if using) in  
a blender and blend until the berries are pureed. 
Add the yogurt and puree until creamy. Add the 
half-and-half, and puree again. Refrigerate the soup 
until well chilled.  

2. Just before serving, puree the soup with the milk to 
fluff it up. Serve the soup topped with 2 or 3 fresh 
berries as a garnish.
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MIXED GREEN  
SALAD WITH 
CRANBERRY VINAIGRETTE 

c h e r y l  b e c k e y ’ s 

A perfect summer salad that pairs nicely with something  
off the grill.  

1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil  

3 tbsp. champagne vinegar  

1 tsp. salt  

1/4 tsp. pepper  

1/2 cup dried cranberries  

10 cups mixed torn salad greens  

4 oz. goat cheese, crumbled  

1/2 cup walnuts or pecans, coarsely chopped  

1. Toast walnuts in 250º oven for 8-10 minutes.  
Stir frequently.  

2. Whisk together oil and vinegar, mustard, salt and 
pepper. Stir in cranberries. Cover and refrigerate for 
at least 30 minutes.  

3. Combine greens, goat cheese and walnuts.  
Whisk dressing again and toss with greens.

Currently he is featuring the foods and wine of Italy. You can 
find Jeff ’s blog at www.foodwineclick.com. 

Jeff says that as his food interests continue to evolve he eats less 
and less processed foods. “I’d like to know the farmer that makes 
the meat. I want to know where it is from. We belong to a CSA 
[community supported agriculture] and try to support the local 
food growers.” In the summer, he might bike to church on 
Sunday morning and then bike on to the Kingfield Farmer’s 
Market to pick up fresh vegetables and organic meats for the 
day’s meal. Pork Chops Stuffed with Cherries and Mushrooms 
would be a perfect meal to grill on a Sunday afternoon.  

Cheryl Beckey’s interest in food began as a child when her 
Italian grandmother and mother created memorable meals. It 
is the memory of those smells that is her inspiration. She 
remembers everyone busy in the kitchen, and the wonderful 
aromas that would surround her. Her cooking for Good 
Shepherd began about five years ago when she volunteered to 
help with a meal being served. Known for her great lasagna, 
she was soon recruited to take over the majority of cooking for 
Golden Shepherds and Christian Service Circle.  

PORK CHOPS 
STUFFED WITH 
CHERRIES AND MUSHROOMS 

j e f f  b u r r o w s ’ 

This is a favorite of Jeff ’s, perfect for warmer weather when 
fresh cherries arrive. He and Julie love this meal with a 
Willamette Valley (Oregon) Pinot Noir. The stuffing could be 
a meal by itself. Serves 4.

1 cup basmati rice  

1.75 cups water  

6 oz. shiitake mushrooms  

1/2 red onion  

36 fresh cherries  

3 sprigs rosemary  

1 sprig of fresh thyme  

2 sage leaves  

4 pork chops ( Jeff gets them from Sunshine Harvest 
Farms) 

1. Prepare the rice to the package directions.  

2. Remove stems and slice the shiitake mushrooms. 

3. Pit and slice the cherries.  

4. Chop the red onion.  

5. Finely chop the herbs.  

6. Mix the ingredients into the rice.  

7. Stuff the chops. (You will only get small portion 
into the chops themselves.)  

8. Put the remaining stuffing into a foil packet. 

9. Cook the pork chops on the grill, approximately 
3–4 minutes per side.  

10. Put the packet of stuffing on the grill and turn with 
the chops.

Cheryl says she is very careful about using fresh 
ingredients, whole grains and a variety of textures. MSG 
is definitely off her list of ingredients. For example, when 
making ham salad for a luncheon she will cook a ham 
herself rather than using deli meat because, as she says, 
you can taste the difference. She now incorporates 
healthful ingredients into her meals like curry, quinoa, 
lentils and turmeric. She says she doesn’t think she is 
great cook (the Golden Shepherds would disagree!), but 
getting rid of processed foods and using more natural 
ingredients is what people enjoy about her cooking. Since 
dessert is her favorite course, she will often serve 
something lemony and creamy in the summer, like her 
Lemon Lush. Cheryl provided us with her recipe for 
Mixed Green Salad with Cranberry Vinaigrette that is 
delightfully fresh tasting. 

Stacy Delzer-Martin is that rare blend of city girl and 
farmer. Being a mother of two active young girls with a 
full-time career and a frequent volunteer at Good 
Shepherd might be enough for anyone, but Stacy and 
her family also spend part of every summer weekend 
planting, weeding and reaping the harvest at her family’s 
semi-organic farm in Cologne. Fifteen cousins with their 
children run a farm on her aunt and uncle’s property. 
They grow a huge variety of vegetables and fruits, and 
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QUESTIONS

New Council members!
Amanda Sykora, Charlie Hartwell, Kevin Kelley, Pastor Debra 
Samuelson, Erienne Nelson, Joetta Fontaine, Ty Tallakson, 
Cathy Roinas.

1. HAVE YOU BEEN TO VBS BEFORE?

Yeah, this was my second year.

2. WHAT WAS THE THEME FOR THE WEEK?

The theme was a Safari Adventure. Each day we talked about a different 
animal and they helped us to learn new things about the Bible.

3. DID YOU MEET ANYONE FUN AT VBS?

Yes! A bunch of the younger kids were funny, and I met a guy named 
Landon.

4. WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

“Hippos!” It’s a fun song where we sing about God’s creation, and we 
sing it faster and faster.

5. WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE SNACK?

One day we made a snack with cheese that was really good.

6. WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF THE DAY?

Games and movies were both really fun.

WITH JJ QUELLO
ABOUT 2014 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

BY MORGAN MAY

Calling all Men!  
You are invited.
August 10–13. Rainy Lake, Minnesota. 

A houseboat. Fishing. Bible-study. Manly Christian 
fellowship. And a healthy dose of fun.

Men of Good Shepherd, we are planning a men’s 
retreat for late summer. Join us for three nights on 
Rainy Lake (“up north,” on the border with Canada) 
as we study, rest, fish and enjoy a time away that we 
hope will see us returned to spouses, families and 
work refreshed and renewed.

Space will be somewhat limited, there are 6–12 
spaces available initially. Cost of the trip will depend 
in part on how many sign up to go.

Contact Pastor Jacobson at k.jacobson@
goodshepherdmpls.org to sign up or if you have 
questions about the retreat.

7. WHAT DID YOU LEARN AT VBS?

How awesome VBS is!

8. TELL ME ABOUT THE GROUP PROJECT YOU DID.

There was this big outline of a picture of the Last Supper and every 
day we got to paint different small sections of it. Everyone helped to 
paint it, and at the end of the week we had a finished painting.

9. FAVORITE PART OF THE WEEK?

It was really nice outside so my favorite part was when we got to go 
outside and play games.

10. WOULD YOU GO AGAIN?

YES!

CROCK POT 
SPAGHETTI

s t a c y  d e l z e r - m a r t i n ' s 

Stacy makes this on busy weeknights. It’s easy, and the kids 
love it.  

1 ½–2 lb ground beef  

1 medium onion, chopped fine  

2 (28 ounce) cans diced tomatoes, with juice (I use our 
canned tomatoes)  

2 (6 ounce) cans tomato paste  

2 (8 ounce) cans tomato sauce (I use our canned tomato 
sauce)  

5 garlic cloves, pressed  

4 tsp. dried oregano (or fresh if its available)  

1 ½ tsp. salt  

4 tsp. dried basil (or fresh if its available)  

2 tbsp. brown sugar  

1 tsp. dried thyme (or fresh if its available)  

2 tsp. garlic powder  

1. Brown meat and onion in a skillet and drain well. 
Transfer to a crock pot.  

2. Add remaining ingredients and mix well.  

3. Cover and cook on low for 8–10 hours.  

4. Serve over noodles.

then can or freeze enough to last the winter 
including salsa, spaghetti sauce, jams, pickles, 
applesauce and pie filling. In addition, they have 
donated over 500 lbs. of fresh fruits and vegetables 
to the Community Emergency Services food shelf 
in south Minneapolis. Her recommendation to 
those of us without access to farmland? She says, 
“Start small. Patios are great for starting salad 
gardens. Also, canning is really not as scary as it 
seems. It can be time consuming, but it is relatively 
easy.” And without a farm, one can always go the 
farmer’s market, especially at the end of the day 
when the farmers want to deal.  

Stacy says she learned to cook from her mom, 
Connie Delzer, who encouraged her at a young 
age. “I love to cook more than I love to eat! I try 
to cook from scratch for all the meals I cook at 
home.” She shares with us her recipe for Crock Pot 
Spaghetti she uses on busy weeknights.  

Eating fresh and natural food is one way to connect 
with our natural world, if we take the time to think 
about our food and from where it comes. When 
we give thanks for that gift and the people with 
whom we share it, we experience God’s grace  
and goodness.
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makeover, just in time to enjoy it as our 
temporary worship home. Special thanks to 
the Golden Shepherds who provided funds 
to recover the chairs they donated 13-plus 
years ago in a handsome, more durable fabric. 
The perfect touch! The color is gray – but it's 
"green" (eco-friendly). Again, there were 
many thoughtful gifts towards this effort; 
our collective hats off to you all!

• One last remark on the Fellowship Hall make 
over: While the catalyst was temporarily 
holding worship services there, the 
improvements will be enjoyed and utilized 
by many, many folks for years to come – both 
by members and other community 
organizations and gatherings. This is a true 
win-win!

• The Green Team has been hard at work, too! 
They continue to influence this project in 
the most positive ways. We also have signed 
a letter of intent with the Trane Co, 
committing to the PACE Program. This is 
a cutting-edge, eco-friendly program that 
will reduce our carbon footprint immediately 
and into the future, allowing us to enjoy the 
cost savings of being ultra-efficient at the 
same time.

I mentioned recently in my brief updates to 
the congregation during services, that we are 
on the cusp of making history. Indeed, the years 
of dreaming are past us and, with heartfelt 
gratitude for the solid foundation our 
forefathers and foremothers have left us, the 
Building Our Path (BOP) project is set to 
begin.

 By the time you read this, some of the below 
items will have been completed, but here is a 
project highlight list (as of this writing):

• Thanks to a very generous gift from the Good 
Shepherd Foundation in addition to other 
project cost savings, the south sanctuary 
“bridge” is now back as part of the project. 
Thanks to the Foundation for their incredible 
show of support. The timing was absolutely 
perfect.

• Drawings have been revised, permit 
applications to the city will soon be issued, 
and the asbestos abatement phase has begun.

• Laura Stein and Craig Brandt have led a 
team of many volunteers who have worked 
exceptionally hard to prepare our building 
for the upcoming “friendly invasion.” The 
staff, too, is facing many months of challenges. 
For those who have endured major 
re-modeling, you know it’s never much fun. 
“We must break a few eggs to get to the 
omelet.”

• Worship services will be in the Fellowship 
Hall during the construction. As a project 
separate from the main BOP project and 
thanks to many generous donors, we were 
able to give Fellowship Hall a full-scale 

BUILDING 
  OUR PATH  
    k 2015

BY TY TALLAKSON 
OWNER’S REP/PROJECT MANAGER  
AND CONGREGATION PRESIDENT
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On May 3, a groundbreaking 
ceremony after worship services 

dedicated the construction to 
the service of God.



On Sunday, May 31, we will be worshipping at the Lake Harriet 
Bandshell. The worship time is 10:00 a.m., and no services will be held 
at the Good Shepherd building that day. We hope many visitors will 
join us for worship as we begin a six-week series on the Psalms; Psalm 
1 is the text for that day.

After worship we will gather close by, sharing enormously long subway 
sandwiches and creating frosty sundaes. The soft-serve ice cream 
machine will be there with many wonderful options for toppings. 
Relax, put your feet up, and enjoy God’s creation as we eat together and 
invite anyone passing by to join us.

come for a psalm  
and a sundae!
BY KAREN WALHOF 
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH MINISTRY

• The pews remain a sensitive and emotional 
piece for many of our Good Shepherd family. 
While the transition to chairs is imminent, 
I want everyone to know that the folks who 
have inherited our pews will be using them 
as pews in their new chapel setting. Our 
beloved pews will NOT be turned into 
workbenches or fence posts or, even much 
worse, landfill. We will be keeping two of 
the “mini” pews for memory's sake.

• The overall construction schedule remains 
the same: abatement and construction 
demolition in April and May, with new 
construction and re-modeling happening 
through early winter. Project duration is 
projected to be approximately eight months.

• Please look for weekly building updates in 
the worship bulletin insert and the biweekly 
newsletters.

 Also, please never hesitate to find me with 
your questions and/or concerns. I always will 
do my best to answer or address them. We are 
all in this together and, if we stick together, 
nothing cannot be accomplished. Eleanor 
Roosevelt once said, “The only limitations we’ll 
face tomorrow will be from lingering doubts 
we have today.”

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
April 2015 Minneapolis, Minnesota

© Kodet Architectural Group, Ltd.

4801 France Avenue South
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The trees in the courtyard were removed, making 
room for the build out of the worship space and 
the parking lot entry. Arborists told us the trees 

were near the end of their natural life.

The newly-renovated Fellowship Hall will be the setting 
for worship throughout the construction process.



SCRIPTURE STORIES

Take the popular culture – movies, television shows, music, 
books, graphic novels – sprinkle liberally with stories, quotations, 
allusions and “uses” of the Bible, and now you have bibpopcult: 
the Bible in, with and all over the popular culture. 

One of the problems we face in the church these days is the 
harsh reality that we don’t seem to know the biblical stories, 
and God’s story, as well as we used to. 

The reality of biblical illiteracy seems to be growing, increasing, 
spreading. Many of us, even in the church, don’t seem to know 
the Bible very well. This is one of the reasons that here at 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we have moved to 
the Narrative Lectionary as the focal point not only for our 
worship and education, but also our whole shared life of faith-
exploration together. We center ourselves around the biblical 
story, working to know God’s story and to know our place in 
that story, and in our world, better.

What is striking is that while on the one hand there does seem 
to be a decreasing Bible-familiarity among many, there is on 
the other hand an increasing use of the Bible in popular mediums 
such as film and television. Here are just a few examples:

The bibpopcult Blog
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

On television, 2013 saw the premiere of the miniseries The Bible, 
which was meant to survey the whole of the Bible, Old and 
New Testament, in dramatic fashion; there is now a follow-up 
series airing called A.D.: The Bible Continues, which appears to 
be based in the Book of Acts. In the past year, there have been 
two new movies retelling biblical stories, Noah (starring Russell 
Crowe) and Exodus: Gods and Kings (starring Christian Bale). 
And there are more to come.

The Bible is appearing in different ways on TV, in movies, books, 
music and more. And all of this may be worth our attention as 
seekers, believers and citizens not just of the church, but of the 
world. The Bible is not just “ours” to read and interpret anymore 
(if it ever was just ours). And we do well to take seriously what 
the world around us is doing with the Bible and sharing in their 
interpretations and applications.

Karl Barth, a Swiss theologian and New Testament scholar 
contemporary to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, said over and over again 
that Christians should live their lives with the Bible in one 
hand and the newspaper in the other. But it isn’t just the 
newspaper anymore. In this present age, it may be that we need 
to live with the Bible in one hand and a remote control in  
the other. 
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bibpopcult is a blog 
that explores the 
intersection of, and  
relationship between, 
the Bible and the 
popular culture. We 
explore, evaluate, 
listen and learn; but 
above all, we engage 
in conversation with 
other interpreters of 
the Bible as we seek 
to practice our faith.

WHO WE ARE

Karl Jacobson
Teaching Pastor at Good Shepherd. Husband of Angela. 
Father of several. Reader of the Bible. Pop culture junkie.

“The Bible doesn’t just belong to us, in the church. 
The Bible is being read, re-presented, interpreted 
and applied all around, and we can learn from 
what we see, watch and read.”

Hans Wiersma (M.Div. Ph.D. HLF)
An ELCA pastor teaching at Augsburg College, I was a 
Communications – Media Arts major in college. I'm an avid 
reader of the comics page. I'm married to Kristin, and we have 
four kids and live in St. Paul.

“There's so much pop culture connecting with the 
Bible going on, that I feel guilty for NOT watching 
more TV.”

Doug Johnson 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry at Good Shepherd. 
I’m a California native who has spent the last nine years in 
Minnesota. I have a B.A. in Religious Studies from California 
Lutheran University and a Masters of Divinity from Luther 
Seminary. My wife is Greer, and she is amazing.

“Bible and pop culture is the intersection of faith 
and life in everyday experiences of movies, music, 
television and more.”

Matthew Fleming
I am Pastor of Youth and Young Adults at St. Andrew 
Lutheran Church in Eden Prairie. I can’t stop watching reruns 
of “The West Wing,” even though my to-watch list keeps 
growing. I live in St. Paul with my wife, Hannah, and our baby 
daughter. 

“The storytellers of our day are screenwriters, 
directors and producers. Popular culture is the 
starting point of conversation at the water cooler 
or the dinner table. If we hope to invite people into 
an age-old story of God, we need to begin with 
stories that people are already engaging.”

Laura Laughlin 
Pastoral Intern at Good Shepherd. Wife of David. Joyful Jesus 
and life enthusiast. Future ELCA pastor. Foodie, Bible and 
theology-junkie, hugger of trees, outdoors lover and 
runner4life.

"The Bible as our lens allows us to see pop culture, 
the influence of which we cannot escape, in an 
important and different light."

WHERE YOU 
CAN FIND US

“The Word on the Bible  
and Pop Culture”
We invite you to join the conversation  
online, share your reactions, insights,  
questions and more. 

www.bibpopcult.wordpress.com

www.facebook.com/pages/Bibpopcult/16213431
98095044?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

@BibPopCult, #bibpopcult on Twitter
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June 10, July 8 and Aug. 12, 7 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall

During summers in the past, our regular Wednesday night 
educational offerings for all ages have gone on hiatus, 
breaking until the fall. This summer, instead of taking a break 
for the whole summer, we plan to meet once a month, on 
each second Wednesday, for a different kind of educational 
and fellowship time.

Each second Wednesday, we will be screening a film that 
deals with familiar Bible stories. We will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall starting at 5:30 p.m. for fellowship and 
snacks and pizza. Films will begin promptly at 6 p.m., with a 
30-minute conversation about the film, its relationship to the 
Bible and how we can make sense of both Bible and film in 
our own faith life.

Our schedule is as follows:

June 10  Exodus: Gods and Kings (PG-13)

July 8  Noah (PG-13)

Aug. 12  The Book of Eli (R)

These events are meant for all. It is up to parents to decide if 
these films are appropriate for their children.

Join us for fellowship, interesting films and a chance to grow 
in our faith.

Summer worship, taking place in the fellowship hall 
during construction, will consist of three series. The regular 
readings of the Narrative Lectionary run from Rally Day 
in September through Pentecost Sunday. In the summer, 
we take a bit of a break and turn to some of the biblical 
passages that don’t quite fit the “story” mode. Here’s what 
you can expect during the upcoming summer months at 
Good Shepherd:

1. PSALMS (SIX WEEKS): 
The Psalms are poems, prayers, hymns and pleas that believers have 
directed to God for thousands of years. They are also God’s Word for 
us, bringing us the Good News. During our first summer series, we 
will pray, sing and practice the different ways to talk to our God.

May 31 | Psalm 1 (introduction)

June 7 | Psalm 113 (praise)

June 14 | Psalm 69:1–16 (lament)

June 21 | Psalm 27:1–6 (trust)

June 28 | Psalm 40:1–10 (thanksgiving)

June 5 | Psalm 146 (praise)

2. CREEDS (FOUR WEEKS):
When we think “creed,” we probably think “The Apostles’ Creed.” 
But the Apostles’ Creed was far from the first creed. The word 
“creed” is a Latin word that means “I believe.” Creeds are meant 
to lay out something about God, to encapsulate and communicate 
something about who God is and what that means for us. In our 
second summer series, we will be exploring a number of creedal 
statements from the Bible – both Old and New Testament.

July 12 | 1 John 1:1–5; Luke 1:1–4

July 19 | Acts 15:1–21; 1 Corinthians 1:10–25

July 26 | Proverbs 1:1–9; 1 Peter 3:8–17

August 2 | Deuteronomy 6:1–9; 1 Timothy 3:14–4:11

3. HEBREWS (FIVE WEEKS):
The book of Hebrews is the family-tree and family-faith of the Bible. 
In our third summer series, we will find our places in the “great cloud 
of witnesses” that makes up the church and share in the faith that 
forms us as God’s people.

August 9 | Hebrews 1:1–4

August 16 | Hebrews 2:10–18

August 23 | Hebrews 4:14–5:10

August 30 | Hebrews 9:1–14

September 6 | Hebrews 11:1–16 (12:1–2)

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

SUMMER WORSHIP
SERIES AND THEMES

LUtherAn ChUrCh 
of the GooD shePherD

SUMMER FILM SERIES 
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“The earth will not continue to offer its harvest, except 
with faithful stewardship. We cannot say we love the land 
and then take steps to destroy it for use by future 
generations” (Pope John Paul II).

Good Shepherd’s Green Team is changing good 
intentions into results through its passion for environmental 
stewardship. Pastoral Intern Laura Laughlin leads the 
team, joined by Jack, Lynne, Emerson, Luke and Mason 
Sullivan; Jon Clark; Mike Thomes; Stacy Delzer-Martin; 
JoAnn Newland; Marian Nichols and Karen Walhof.

The group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. – usually 
about once a month. Refer to the calendar on the  
church website.

The Green Team’s mission is to educate the congregation 
about being proactive stewards of God’s creation – both 
within and outside the church’s walls. The team works 
continuously on ways Good Shepherd can lessen its 
impact on the earth and become as sustainable as possible. 
To this end, the Green Team sponsors educational forums 
to the congregation and provides regular updates about 
the progress of its project. 

Member Jack Sullivan explains that “the team is much 
more than just recycling and organic composting. This 
group is eager to help in various sustainability efforts that 
protect God’s green earth.”

Thanks to a proposal spearheaded by Sullivan, Good 
Shepherd was just awarded a $10,000 grant from 
Hennepin County to revolutionize recycling efforts, 
reduce trash output and introduce composting at Good 
Shepherd. With the funds, the church can provide the 
necessary receptacles, hauling and education efforts to 
further its current recycling program.

Interested in joining the Green Team? Please contact 
Laura at l.laughlin@goodshepherdmpls.org.

One Green Team Family’s  
Commitment to Recycling

Jack and Lynne Sullivan and sons Emerson, Luke and Mason 
practice responsible recycling at home and at church.

Jack explains why his family chose to joined the Green Team: 
“Our family was walking down the hall at Good Shepherd one 
Sunday morning when our son Luke spotted a poster with a 
recycling symbol on it. He immediately recognized the symbol 
and asked what the poster said. After Lynne read the poster 
out loud to Luke, he stated that he needed to be part of the 
group and wanted to help. Not to be outdone by their brother, 
Emerson and Mason said they wanted to join, too. Our whole 
family quickly became involved with the Green Team!”

The Sullivan family takes pride in their organic recycling. For 
example, on their kitchen counter is a silver canister where they 
place daily food scrapes, paper napkins and any other food 
by-products. Jack says: “Whenever we put food in the silver 
canister, we say we are ‘feeding the wormies’ because all the 
material in the canister is broken down via composting to make 
nutrient-rich soil for gardens and worms. The worms really got 
a treat when we had leftover Easter candy!”
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BY CONNIE  
FUKUDA-CLARK

G R E E N  T E A M
G R A N T

NETS MAJOR
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BY LAURA LAUGHLIN
PASTORAL INTERN 

BY LAURA LAUGHLIN | PASTORAL INTERN 

Women's 
CANOE TRIP

Heather Roth Johnson and I are very excited 
for the upcoming Women’s Canoe Trip this 
summer! We will be using Wilderness Canoe 
Base as our guide and supplies provider, and 
the trip will be from Thursday, July 30, to 
Sunday, August 2, 2015. Trips like these are 
wonderful for many reasons, but perhaps most 
importantly this trip will offer a chance to grow 
closer together in faith and community, and 
provide ample time to “unplug” and spend 
quality time in God’s amazing creation. 

Our time together will include “Leave No 
Trace” education, route planning, canoeing, 
camping, portaging, swimming, hiking, and 
time for rejuvenation and solitude. Each day 
will also include morning and evening Bible 
study, and it is quite possible that Heather and 
I will select a book for the group to read 
together as well. 

If you are interested, are 18 years of age or 
older, and haven’t let Heather or me know, 
please do! We look forward to our time together 
in just a few months!

VOICES FOR THE  

F U T U R E
BARB THOMSON & STEVE NORDNESS

In the months that I have been at Good Shepherd, I have been 
privileged to sit in on the Building Our Path meetings, and 
witness the care and professionalism that has gone into the 
planning of the building project. Two people who have been 
at the helm of the fundraising part of this project as the co-chairs 
of the capital appeal, and have brought enthusiasm,  
passion and history with them, are Barbara Thomson and  
Steve Nordness.

Barb and Steve are two Good Shepherd members who have 
been around for quite awhile: Steve and his wife, Rita, were 
married at Good Shepherd 28 years ago in June. They came 
across Good Shepherd when whey were “church shopping” and 
were immediately drawn in and impressed with the warmth, 
welcome and hospitality of the people at Good Shepherd. They 
have been members ever since.

Barb’s history is a little longer, starting when she was two years 
old. Her father, Victor Gilbertson, designed the current building 
in 1949, and Barb’s life has been spent at Good Shepherd. Her 
love and passion for this community and building run deep.

And that love and passion stems from her father’s legacy at 
Good Shepherd. When Good Shepherd was thinking about 
building a new building in the 1940s, there were some changes 
taking place in the world of liturgical architecture. With Vic’s 
vision for the new building and Pastor Heimarck’s forward 
thinking, the building that Good Shepherd worships in today 
was one of the very first modern church buildings in this area 
at that time. It was a step away from the past and a shift toward 
the future.

That shift, according to Barb and Steve, reflects what is 
happening at Good Shepherd now. It has been 20+ years since 
anything, besides small projects here and there, has been done 
to Good Shepherd’s building. The idea of a new south entry 
was what ignited the current building project, and it has evolved 
into a regeneration of the liturgical architecture, just as it was 
when Barb’s dad was designing the current building. 

The way that Good Shepherd worships today is much different 
than what it was in 1949. It is more community-centered, and, 
according to Barb and Steve, this project is a way to physically 
embody that. Barb’s dad even drew plans with ideas for how 
the building could be changed in the future; his heart was never 
set on the building never changing or evolving. Vic expected 
change. His hope was that as the church evolved, so would 
Good Shepherd’s building; that ministry could continue as 
successfully as possible. As Steve said, “This building project is, 
in a way, keeping Vic’s spirit and dream alive. It is maintaining 
our roots while we expand and revitalize ourselves to embrace 
the future, without losing the connection to our past.”

So where do Barb and Steve see Good Shepherd in the future? 
They only see good things. This project is a reinvigoration of 
what is already good at Good Shepherd: hospitality, welcome, 
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music, drama, worship, education, outreach. It’s a way to say, 
“This is who we are, and you are MOST welcome!” to the 
community. As followers of the Good Shepherd, this renovation 
is an embodiment of our theology as people of God; it’s a 
reflection of who we are as a faith community. This project will 
only add to our desire that the Good Shepherd’s word of hope 
is heard and embodied, and that those within these walls might 
be strengthened by the Shepherd’s arms to be sent out as his 
hands and feet in the world.

This project will give Good Shepherd a new spring in its step; 
it’s a reflection of what is already going on among the people 
inside Good Shepherd’s walls. The newly renovated building 
will be a physical manifestation of our faith as people of God 
and of the story that draws us in, closer together.

It is clear that the passion that Barb and Steve share for Good 
Shepherd is strong, and it is obvious that it is a love that 
permeates this community. 

I ended my time with these two by asking them to describe 
Good Shepherd in just a few words.

AMEN TO THAT!

CHURCH, HOME

OPPORTUNITIES
FOR FELLOWSHIP

FAITH IN 
PHYSICAL FORM



June is fast approaching, which only means one thing to middle school and high 
school students – free time! This summer, however, Good Shepherd teenagers 
aren’t going to be staying inside to watch TV or finding ways to shirk chores, 
they’re embarking on a mission trip to grow closer to God through nature and 
assisting others. In July, Good Shepherd students are going to use their gifts of 
leadership and compassion in Idaho to truly live out the ELCA slogan, “God’s 
Work. Our Hands.” 

Good Shepherd always has invited youth to be active participants in the church 
and the greater community – whether that be leaders of younger students, Sunday 
service volunteers, carolers, Sacred Grounds baristas…the list doesn’t end! 
Mission trips are part of this commitment to keep the youth involved and 
learning about God through service. In addition, mission trips are a unique way 
for students to have fun and to be challenged. Doug Johnson, director of youth 
and family ministry, hopes that students will “have new experiences, make new 
friends, do fun things – and all of it will be in service to God and our neighbors.” 

Good Shepherd high schoolers are off to volunteer at Camp Lutherhaven in 
Couer d’Alene, Idaho in July. These high school representatives are going to 
spend a week playing games, sharing worship and spreading laughs with a 
disabled buddy to help them enjoy a week at summer camp. Whereas the middle 
schoolers are focused on sharing God’s compassion through protecting the 
environment, the high school students will be spreading God’s gifts through 
the personal connections they’ll make with their special education campers. 
Natacha Sagal, a junior going to Couer d’Alene, says, “I have been going on 
these mission trips for a while now, and every year they seem to get better! I am 
super excited to have new and different people on the trip this year, too. I think 
my favorite part is going to be working with the kids at Champ Camp because 
I love getting to know everyone on the mission trips and making a difference 
in their communities.” 

There is no doubt that the Good Shepherd student representatives will use their 
amazing gifts of kindness, responsibility and joyfulness to spread God’s love at 
Camp Lutherhaven. Their efforts will make an enormous impact on those that 
they are serving! 

Things are looking up at UpTurnships™! This 
non-profit was just started last year out of a 
true sense of call by Good Shepherd member 
Julie Burrows, with the support of Marianne 
Malko and business partner Libby Trader. 
UpTurnships™ creates more paid internships 
for motivated but under-resourced college 
students and surrounds the student with 
extensive training for a business career. With 
eight “UpTurns” last summer, over twenty 
students are placed in paid internships at 
fourteen employers for the summer of 2015. 

Alums of the program are seeing great success 
in getting their next college internship or their 
full-time job out of college. Just ask Good 
Shepherd UpTurns Brady Devore and  
Carl-Lars Engen, who have lined up strong 
paid internships in their fields. 

UpTurnships continues to benefit from the 
initial grant of the Good Shepherd Foundation 
and the support of many Good Shepherd 
members who are coaches, employers,  
speakers and donors. Training will be held at 
Augsburg College thanks to connections  
from Good Shepherd! If you would like  
to learn more, connect with Julie, Marianne or 
visit www.upturnships.org.
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BY LAURA HUEPENBECKER

YOUTH PLAN  
TO SERVE  
IN IDAHO

Update

Marianne Malko and Julie Burrows conducting a resume 
writing training session for Page Education Scholars. 
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As of January 2015 Good Shepherd is now 
fully staffing the Camden Promise food shelf 
the first Saturday of every month. “This has 
been a dream of mine to have a church that 
felt like we did about serving.” said Roxi Mark, 
Camden Promise program director. The shift 
from Gethsemane Lutheran congregation 
members to Good Shepherd members on the 
first Saturdays didn't happen overnight. When 
Connie Delzer was coordinating with Camden 
Promise, the need for another church to staff 
a day was always a topic for discussion. At the 
start of the new year, Good Shepherd had 
finally built up a crew of trained, consistent 
volunteers and could fully staff Camden every 
first Saturday.

Elaine and Tim Matyi are part of the regular 
crew. “Tim and I had heard about Camden 
Promise from others who had volunteered, and 
we went for the first time in December 2013. 
Then last Rally Day we realized that this would 
be a great way to be involved on a regular basis 
– so we have been trying to volunteer each first 
Saturday,” said Elaine. The Matyis, always with 
smiles, greet the shoppers at the check-out; 
their task is to count out the food items 
according to Camden's point system and bag 
everything up. “I enjoy seeing people we’re 
helping while there – we often see the same 
people every month. It’s fun when someone 
comes through the “check-out” excited to have 
found something they really wanted,”  
said Elaine.

Karen Walhof, director of outreach and 
coordinator with Camden, describes how Good 
Shepherd came into this new role: “Members 
of Gethsemane Lutheran, where Camden 
Promise is located, had been staffing the food 
pantry every month for several years, and some 
of them were growing weary. Camden Promise 
staff asked if we could step in and help carry 
the load for a time. It seemed like a good job 
for us.”

Camden Promise is the only food shelf in the Camden area and serves over a 
hundred households. Gethsemane Lutheran not only hosts Camden Promise 
Food Shelf on Saturdays, but also has a Saturday produce distribution in the 
morning, Sunday morning breakfasts and Wednesday evening dinners. Roxi 
says there are a couple of projects in the works such as an opportunity center to 
help people find jobs, a kids summer program and a back-to-school clothing 
give-away. Good Shepherd helped with winter coat, hat and mittens donations 
in 2014 and hopes to do more in the future.

Roxi describes Good Shepherd as generous and hard working, “Good Shepherd 
has the heart for it, and they work hard.” She goes on to say that Good Shepherd 
volunteers have what it takes to work at the food shelf: “You have to be willing 
to roll with the punches and realize some of the shoppers are crabby and out of 
sorts, but others are very grateful; they appreciate the helpfulness and the smiles.”

You are invited every month to sign up at the Welcome Center. The duties can 
vary from entertaining kids to stocking shelves to helping in the clothes closet. 
At Camden there is always something in need of doing. “You are the most 
faithful,” Roxi said. “Without Good Shepherd this wouldn't be happening.

BY ANNELA ROVA

FAITHFUL 
SERVANTS 
at camden promise

Heather & Dwight Larson and Elaine  
& Tim Matyi check out food shoppers.

Clara Larson and  
Terry Haugen-Sjostrom  
work in the Clothes Closet.

BY JULIE BURROWS
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Minneapolis, MN 55410

Serve God, SERVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

See the Join In booklet for 
January–August 2015 for all the 
worship, welcome/hospitality, 
learning, connecting/caring and 
outreach ministry opportunities 
at Good Shepherd.

CAMDEN PROMISE 
FOOD SHELF
June 6

July 11

August 1

September 5

FAMILIES MOVING 
FORWARD
June 29–July 4

FIRST SUNDAY  
FOOD SHELF
June 7
July 5
August 2
September 6

LOAVES AND FISHES
May 19

July 20

September 15

MEALS ON WHEELS
June 15–18

July 27–31

September 7–11

LOAVES & FISHES
May 19

July 21

September 15

QUILTERS
May 8

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

URBAN 
HOMEWORKS
July 10 & 11

August 7 & 8

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd

JANUARY –
AUGUST 2015

JOIN IN 


