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TOGETHER
Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

I heard Walter Brueggemann (an Old Testament scholar) once say that the liturgy shapes not 
only the worship service, it also gives shape for our daily lives. Those words ring true for me, and 
I see the same with the liturgical year. The seasons in the church year shape and give form to our 
very lives. The season of Lent this year, with prayer as the theme, will certainly be shaping our 
lives – as individuals and as a community of faith. Pastor Jacobson outlines for us the Sundays 
and Wednesdays during Lent on page 17 and on page 19 carries us through the season of Easter, 
while Heather Roth Johnson shows us how our children are shaped by God’s story (pages 10–11). 
Ralph Johnson summarizes the music highlights during Lent and Holy Week (page 4) and has 
written an article about the anonymous gift that has allowed us “to explore many and diverse 
ways to hear and participate in God’s story through music and song” (pages 8–9).

As human beings we will find a story that shapes our lives – sometimes it is the culture around 
us or other times it could be peers – but the story that is life-giving, that gives our lives purpose 
and meaning, is God’s story. That is our number one focus at Good Shepherd. Bill Huff writes 
about the Wednesday Evening Bible Study (page 18), and Pastor Jacobson with his wonderful 
scholarship teaches us about “Amen” (pages 16–17) – words and stories that shape our lives. We 
see in many of the articles how people, shaped by the Word, live in response. Read Donna Clark’s 
article (page 21) on hunger. I am so thankful we are now a Bread for the World congregation. 
See, too, how the Green Team is responding to the Word in their care of creation (page 15).

And how ’bout those kids! The lead article written by Julie Burrows allows the congregation to 
discover one of the ways our youth respond to God’s story through music. Their enthusiasm and 
openness and welcome to others embody what it means to be people of God. In the 2014 budget 
there was money designated for our youth to manage. Thank you to the young people who 
responded to God’s story as they carefully and seriously considered options for how that money 
would be shared! And thanks to Ron Hovland, who gathered and together with Doug Johnson 
worked with them (page 23). This congregation has an amazing group of young people and 
extraordinary mentors! You’ll read informative and touching stories about two of our young adults 
and the ways they are living God’s story (Dave Matyi on pages 19–20 and Amanda Sykora on 
pages 22–23).

Our president Ty Tallakson gives us an update on the building (page 5), and Lynne Sullivan talks 
about the impact building changes will have on our children (page 5). You will read other ways 
people are responding to God’s story through drama (page 7), Thursday evening speakers (page 
18), social gatherings (page 6) and prayer retreats (page 6).

It’s another wonderful issue, filled with articles about our lives lived in God’s story, together!

Ever grateful,

Pastor Debra Samuelson
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The Gospel of Matthew is our guide this year as we hear the story of Jesus’ ministry, ponder his parables and follow his footsteps 
to the cross—and to the resurrection life beyond. During this season, we will have numerous opportunities to be inspired and 
enlightened through music and word, both within and outside the worship service.

Here are some highlights of our upcoming worship and music life during this rich and holy time:

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Ash Wednesday | Feb. 18 
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

Worship with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion; 
music by the Good Shepherd Choir at the 7:00 service.

First Sunday in Lent | Feb. 21
8:15 & 10:30 a.m.

Guest musician Kurt Claussen, soprano saxophone.

Wednesdays during Lent | Feb. 25, March 4, 11, 18
7:00 p.m.

“Praying the Kingdom Come,” an exploration of prayerful 
living drawn from the Lord’s Prayer as given in Matthew 
6:5-15. Holden Evening Prayer will once again serve as the 
musical and liturgical framework for our worship.

Lenten Dramas | Sunday | March 23, 24, 25 
7:00 p.m.

The Good Shepherd Players present three one-act plays in 
the sanctuary: “Thy Kingdom Come,” “Thy Will Be Done” 
and “Lead Us Not Into Temptation.”

Concert by the University of Minnesota/Morris  
Concert Choir | Saturday | March 28 
7:00 p.m.

This excellent choir from out-state Minnesota will be singing 
at Good Shepherd as part of their annual concert tour under 
the direction of their dynamic new conductor, Dr. Bradley 
Miller (a graduate of Concordia College, Moorhead).

BY RALPH JOHNSON | DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC
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My husband Jack and I have been bringing our boys, Emerson, 
Mason and Luke, to Good Shepherd since attending the Christmas 
performance of “Annie” in 2012. Susan Johnson, a member of Good 
Shepherd and the boys’ lifelong caregiver, thought that Emerson 
would enjoy the play and suggested that we go see it. Emerson, who 
was five years old at the time, was immediately taken with the way 
the sanctuary was transformed with the use of props and lights. He 
sat still and straight for the entire performance – turning away from 
the actors only once to whisper in my ear, “Can we come back to 
this church?” As I pondered Emerson’s question and looked around 
me, it was clear that Good Shepherd was a place that connected 
with people in a special way. That was the first time that the Good 
Shepherd's building welcomed our family. Since then, our lives have 
been blessed by the embrace and teachings we’ve received from 
Good Shepherd’s people. 

This past summer, my five-year-old son Mason was preparing to 
attend Vacation Bible School. Although he is a fan of going to 
church on Sundays, the idea of being left at church without Mom 
or Dad was cause for protest. His feet were firmly planted in the 
“I’m not going” camp. Mason informed me that even if I tried to 
leave him at church, he was returning home with me. Arms crossed 
against his chest, he walked with Emerson, Luke and me into the 
church and slowly plodded up the stairs to the entrance of the 
Sunday school classrooms. Mason peeked down the hallway and 
was immediately drawn into the space. It had been transformed 
into a jungle with the use of green streamers hanging from the 
ceiling and colored paper shapes taped on the walls and floor. 
Enthusiastic greetings from the staff and volunteers quickly swept 
Mason into the space without hesitation or even a kiss goodbye. I 
picked up Mason that afternoon and he spoke non-stop of all the 
activities of which he’d been a part, how “he lost his scared” feeling 
of being left at church and then he asked, “Do I get to go back to 
church tomorrow?” That Monday morning, the space spoke to 
Mason, welcoming him into a new experience where he was able 
to grow in his faith. 

As preparations are being made for changes to the Sunday school 
classrooms, I consider the impact that space transformations at 
Good Shepherd have had on my kids. I expect that there will be 
other children who come to visit, become curious with the new 
classrooms and then ask to be part of the welcoming place that is 
Good Shepherd. 

During the last few months of 2014, we looked 
more carefully at costs, to insure that we would 
accomplish the goals we set for the three critical 
areas – education rooms, parking lot entry, 
worship space. Because costs are coming in 
higher than originally estimated, we will have 
to move some of the desired changes in those 
areas to a future phase. You have all shown your 
trust and support for the Building Our Path 
Team, and we work to maintain them!

Now, a quick preview for 2015: Our project is 
scheduled to go out for competitive bids by 
mid-February. After bids are collected and 
reviewed, contracts will be awarded by mid-
March. Materials then are ordered, and a 
construction schedule is created. We should 
start seeing construction (demolition first, 
actually) activity around the end of April. There 
is no reason to believe that everything won’t 
be completed by late fall. My job as your 
Owner’s Rep/Project Manager will be to keep 
the project on time and within budget, as well 
as communicating with you all along the way.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) | March 29
8:15 & 10:30 a.m.

Procession of palms with music by the choirs of  
Good Shepherd.

Maundy Thursday | April 2
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

Meal with Holy Communion, with music by the Bell Choir 
at the 7:00 service.

Good Friday | April 3
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

Noon – Worship based on the seven last words of Christ on 
the cross.

7:00 p.m. – Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) featuring 
the cantata, “Passion/St. Matthew,” by director of worship and 
music Ralph Johnson, with Cantáre and Good Shepherd 
Choirs, orchestra and soloists. This will be the 40th 
anniversary of this cantata’s premiere (which was written very 
early in the composer’s career). 

Easter Sunday | April 5
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Festival worship with Holy Communion, with music by  
all the choirs of Good Shepherd, accompanied by brass  
and timpani.

First Sunday of Easter | April 12
8:15 & 10:30 a.m.

Celebration of Easter with a “Salsa service” led once  
again by members of the Salsa del Soul Orchestra.  
This is a not-to-be-missed worship event!

When 

B u i l d i n g s 
Speak to Kids

BUILDING  
OUR PATH  
k 2015

BY TY TALLAKSON 
OWNER’S REP/PROJECT MANAGER

BY LYNNE SULLIVAN
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Thanksgiving and Christmas came and went like 
a flash. Now, Lent is upon us already. Though Lent 
occurs during some of the bleakest times of the 
year, there are still lots of things to celebrate and 
look forward to. 

One of those things is our Annual Lenten Drama. 
This year, our three one-act plays will be about the 
Lord’s Prayer. The titles of our plays are “Thy 
Kingdom Come,” “Thy Will Be Done” and “Lead 
Us Not Into Temptation.”   Thirteen thespians from 
our own congregation, including several first-time 
Good Shepherd Players, will provide us with 
modern-day interpretations of these three themes 
from the Lord’s Prayer. The performances are 
Monday through Wednesday, March 23, 24  
and 25. 

Then, after all the action ends with Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday, you can look 
forward to our Annual Good Shepherd Follies. 
The Fellowship Hall will be transformed into a 
cozy night club, illuminated by candles, with the 
sweet scent of coffee and cookies in the air. Come 
and enjoy an evening of music provided by the very 
best performers that Good Shepherd has to offer. 
You won’t want to miss it! The fun happens on 
Saturday, May 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT  
AND THE FOLLIES

6 | TOGETHER 

BAPTISMS 

12.31.2014  

ELLIOT JAPS

11.28.2014  

FRANCESCA MICELI

LIFE PASSAGES

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 –  
TALK ON SACAGAWEA
The March program also will be at church in Fellowship Hall, 
starting with a buffet lunch at 12:30 p.m. Local retired high school 
history teacher, Mike Hanson, will speak to us about the Indian 
woman, Sacagawea, who was the interpreter and guide on the Lewis 
and Clark expedition from North Dakota to the Pacific Ocean.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 –  
MACY’S FLOWER SHOW
The program for April is a visit to the auditorium flower show at 
the downtown Macy’s store and lunch in the Oak Grill. Because 
the first Thursday in April is Maundy Thursday, we will visit the 
flower show on Wednesday, April 1.

THURSDAY, MAY 7 –  
MURDER MYSTERY LUNCH
We will make a trip west to Spicer, Minnesota, to participate in the 
Spicer Old Castle Murder Mystery Lunch. Watch for more details 
on this outing.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

GOLDEN 
SHEPHERDS 

[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

Prayt e a c h  u s  t o

BY CATHY ROINAS

A Women's Prayer Retreat is planned for March 
20-22 at Dunrovin Retreat Center near Stillwater. 
Pastor Samuelson and Laurie Johnson will lead us 
through the weekend with times for prayer, art, 
meditation and discussion. There are walking paths, 
a skating pond and wonderful indoor spaces in 
which to relax during breaks. Cross country ski 
trails are also available. Dunrovin has several pairs 
of skis with varying shoe sizes.

Information regarding the retreat facility, schedule, 
and registration is available at the Welcome Center. 
The cost of the retreat is $175. A non-refundable 
deposit of $50 is needed with the registration form 
to reserve a place, with the balance due March 9.

DEATHS 

10.3.1919–12.31.2014 

PHOEBE BERGAAS

7.21.1928–12.7.2014 

CARL FRITSCH

BY KAREN WILKINSON

P E R F O R M I N G

UPDATES
ARTS

BY TOR JOHNSON  
DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING ARTS

S U M M E R  M U S I C A L  T H E A T E R  C A M P  2 0 1 5
•	JUNE	15–26: Children entering kindergarten through 

children entering into 4th grade

•	JULY	13–24: Children entering 4th grade through 
children entering into 8th grade

•	$180	per	child

•	Register	at	www.goodshepherdmpls.org
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Question: What do a Salsa quartet, an ensemble of 
professional jazz musicians, a Hardanger fiddler, a virtuoso 
soprano saxophonist, a professional-level choral ensemble, an 
up-and-coming gospel and classical singer, and orchestras for 
major choral works have in common?

Answer #1: They have all been part of the rich and diverse 
Sunday morning worship experience here at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd during the past three years.

Answer #2: The beauty and excitement these musicians  
have brought to our worship were all made possible by a  
very generous—and apparently very shy—member of  
Good Shepherd.

In late 2011, Good Shepherd received an anonymous 
donation of $25,000 with a single and very specific charge:  
It was to be used to enhance our Sunday morning worship 
experience (not including festival services such as Christmas 
and Easter) by inviting top-flight, professional-level 
musicians to add their gifts to the already rich and vital 
music ministry of Good Shepherd. 

BY RALPH JOHNSON

ENHANCED
diverse music ministry

BY ANONYMOUS GIFT

The impact of this gift on our community has been 
noteworthy and has often proved to be as meaningful for our 
guest musicians as for ourselves. “I loved playing here,” “Your 
church is so warm and welcoming,” and “Call me again—I’ll 
come back anytime” are sentiments we have heard often from 
our visiting players and singers. Together with the major 
upgrade of our marvelous organ, made possible by the 
Grangaard family, this expression of generosity by a Good 
Shepherd member has helped to make our worship life more 
dynamic, moving and sometimes surprising.

Because of this amazing contribution, we have been able to 
explore many diverse ways to hear and participate in God’s 
story through music and song. Some highlights of what has 
been made possible through this generous offering are:

• All Saints Sunday presentations of the great choral 
Requiems by Gabriel Fauré (2012), John Rutter (2013)  
and Maurice Duruflé (2014) with professional orchestral 
musicians (aided by our own excellent Good Shepherd 
players), soloists and guest singers.

• Jazz quartet-led services in 2013 and 2014 (the same 
musicians, led by Good Shepherd member Pete Snell, 
played for the Lake Harriet Band Shell Service in 2014).

• Salsa del Soul Orchestra on the Sunday after Easter in 
2013 and 2014 (and also led the Lake Harriet Band Shell 
Service in 2013). Look for them again this year (on 
Sunday, April 12).

• Tenor Dan Dressen and Pastoral Intern Matthew Fleming 
singing Benjamin Britten’s powerful (and challenging) 
Canticle II: Abraham and Isaac in 2012.

• Soprano saxophonist Kurt Claussen in Lent 2012. He will 
be back on Feb. 22.

• Hardanger fiddler Rachel Jensen as soloist and also as part 
of the Twin Cities Hardingfelelag (Hardanger Ensemble) in 
2012 and 2013.

• Twin Cities-based choral ensemble Magnum Chorum, 
under the direction of Dr. Anton Armstrong of St. Olaf 
College in April 2014.

All of these and more have contributed in beautiful and 
meaningful ways to the abundance of our musical and 
worship life at Good Shepherd 

In 2015, we will come to the end of this grant. On behalf of 
the whole Good Shepherd community, we offer a deep and 
heartfelt “thank you” to the person (whoever you may be) 
who has had both the heart and the vision to give this 
offering of abundance that has so richly blessed the worship 
life of our congregation. Glory be to God!
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Holy Communion Training

Holy Communion is a time of celebration, 
repentance and forgiveness, remembering Jesus’ 
death for us, unity with other Christians in 
heaven and on earth, and thanksgiving. This 
meal is God’s gift to us, providing food and 
nourishment for life’s journey, and the best part 
is – it’s free! Receiving Holy Communion is not 
dependent on our actions, maturity or age but on 
God’s grace alone.

At Good Shepherd, we believe many children 
are ready to discuss, understand and receive this 
gift with the same kind of open hands and 
hearts with which adults come to the table. Kids 
of all ages are welcome to receive communion; 
it’s a family decision when the child will begin. If 

your child is attending worship, coming forward 
or asking questions about Holy Communion, 
why not invite them to participate? It’s a free gift 
intended for them, too.

Holy Communion Day Away is Saturday, 
February 28, 9:30-12 noon. Parent and child 
attend together.

First communion will take place on Sunday, 
March 1.

Lent Devotions for Families

Starting Ash Wednesday, February 18, your Lent 
Devotions for Families kit will include a prayer 
placemat for each person in your family. Not at 
church that day? Kits will be available in the 
Sunday school areas.

Lent Service Project for Families

Help restock the food shelves at Camden Promise. 
Please bring your favorite canned soup, crackers and 
treats to the Sunday school area by Sunday, March 29.

Bible Presentation to Third Graders

Parents and kids will spend a morning together at 
church on Saturday, April 11, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., 
playing, praying, reading and learning about God’s 
story found in the Bible. We will look at how to 
navigate this big book, go over presentation logistics 
and enjoy time together as a faith community. It’s one 
way your faith community, Good Shepherd, helps 
parents fulfill their baptismal promises of placing the 
scriptures in their child’s hands. This is a gift to 
celebrate. Please register online. Presentation of Bibles 
will take place at the 10:30 worship service on April 12.

FOR

BY  
HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON
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Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m., you will find a group of teenagers 
in the choir room singing. Their playlist is on the whiteboard 
and their director Ralph Johnson is behind the piano. For 45 
minutes, they’ll learn the songs for their next worship service. 
They are all focused, making music. But if you look and listen 
more closely, something bigger is going on. They are making 
community, and we all benefit.

1. “A Mighty Fortress”

Cantáre is Good Shepherd’s choir for seventh through twelfth 
graders. Started in 2012, the group has 13 members. Cantáre 
means “to sing” in Latin, and this group leads worship twice a 
month during the school year. In addition, they combine with 
the Good Shepherd Choir on all the major church holidays. 
Good Shepherd’s music director, Ralph Johnson, started the 
choir because he wanted to fill a gap. “After sixth grade, there 
was no choir until adulthood. I wanted to fill in that part of our 
program. It’s a great age group to work with. They are fresh and 
open, and not really aware of how remarkable they are, both as 
musicians and as people.”

2. “We Will Walk with God”

When asked to describe their choir, to a person the members 
say “welcoming.” They’ve built an accepting community despite 
a wide range in ages, schools, length of membership and music 
experience. Some members have grown up together. As ninth 
grader Emily Kratz shares, “My first choir was with Tor, and 
I’ve been in choir for four years. Everyone wants more people 
to come, so they just accept everyone.” Other singers have 
recently joined Good Shepherd, yet are welcomed wholeheartedly. 
“We’re a very unified group. We’re very welcoming and open. 
We get along well,” states eleventh grader Hannah Jacobson.

with band or orchestra. For others, their school doesn’t offer 
choir, and Cantáre gives them an outlet for singing. But another 
difference between school choir and Cantáre is motivation. 
Tryg states, “I’m in the Miller Voices at school (Washburn’s top 
choir) and Cantáre is very different. In Cantáre, everyone wants 
to be here. At school, some people are there just to get their one 
art credit.”

The music content and involvement 
is clearly different from their other 
experiences. Sam states, “This music 
is far different than the music I 
listen to anywhere else.” Emily 
adds, “And we’re the ones making 
it!” Each rehearsal starts with prayer 
(see inset), a routine for this choir 
and the Good Shepherd Choir. 

5. “Sing a New Song”

Cantáre grows music skills but  
also creates connections with  
the congregation. Members can 
perform other instruments besides voice – Jake on the piano, 
Trygg on percussion or guitar. Many Cantáre members point 
to times when Good Shepherd Choir members have helped 
their singing skills. Good Shepherd Choir members Laurie 
Johnson and Margaret Berg see many advantages when the 
choirs unite. Laurie says, “Singing for them seems effortless. 
They’re phenomenal. We wish they could sing with us all the 
time!” Margaret points to what a rare experience Cantáre is for 
the congregation: “They’re here and they’re in the choir. That 
is just unheard of ! We need them!”

The five boys in the choir echo this feeling of acceptance. 
Eleventh grader Tryg Johnson states, “I’d say Cantáre is 
welcoming, all-friendly.” Tenth grader Sam Jacobson adds: “We 
have fun. We have a wide age group. Even though there are less 
of us, the parts divide easily. One week my voice changed, and 
I just figured I could sing bass.” For ninth grader Jake Peterson, 
Cantáre “feels small and cozy. But we do need more tenors!”

3. “Like As a Father”

Ralph has made a special connection with the group, reflecting 
his own experience in high school church choir. He has fond 
memories of singing in musicals, with the adult choir and even 
with an orchestra. He also knows it’s an influential time to teach 
voice. He is encouraging, giving members instruction and 
performance opportunities for voice and other instruments. 
Jake, an accomplished pianist and guitarist, stated he received 
help from Ralph in finding a voice teacher.

All the choir members smile when asked about their director. 
“Ralph is a good conductor. He takes it seriously, but he’s funny 
and still jokes around,” states Tryg. Sam pipes up, “He’s cool. 
He does a good job. He brings a good sense of humor. ” Hannah 
adds, “The jokes he makes about how our singing sounds is 
pretty funny.” Despite the ribbing, choir members appreciate 
Ralph’s patience as they grow their singing skills. Emily states: 
“When he tells me something, to stay on task, he’s very nice 
about it.” Hannah adds, “He’s very patient and willing to help.” 
At this point, Ralph jumps in: “I make an effort.”  They laugh.

4. “Your Love, O Lord”

For many choir members, Cantáre is their only singing 
experience. For some, their required music slot at school is filled 

Ralph knows another secret. Given their age and brain 
development, members will remember songs from Cantáre for 
a lifetime. He says, “It’s really a rich time in life, a time when 
things are so real. Their brain is wired to never forget. I  
still remember all sorts of songs from my days in church choir. 
It would be nice for another generation also to have  
that experience.”

This recall is already evident, as 
choir members rattle off a 
surprisingly long list of their 
favorite Cantáre songs:

“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and 
Burning” (African-American 
spiritual)

“We Will Walk with God” 
(traditional South African song)

“Your Love, O Lord” (Third Day, 
a Christian rock group)

“He Has the Power” (Leon Roberts)

“Voices from the Passion” (Ronald Nelson)

“O Sifuni Mungu” (as sung by First Call)

Cantáre is a welcoming community, filled with memories of 
friendships and songs to hold onto for a lifetime. Members and 
Ralph echo that welcome to potential new members. Ralph 
states, “I’d like to extend an invitation to anyone in seventh 
through twelfth grade to join us.” Emily adds: “Come join  
our flow!”

Choir Opening Prayer
Bless, O Lord, us your servants,

Who minister in your temple.

Grant that what we sing with our  
lips we may believe in our hearts. 

And what we believe in our hearts  
we may show forth in our lives.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BY JULIE BURROWS
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QUESTIONS

BY LAURA LAUGHLIN | PASTORAL INTERN

1. What are your doctoral 
degrees?

Deb:	Doctor of Ministry in 
Christian Spirituality.

Karl:	Doctor of Theology in 
Biblical Studies.

2. When did you complete 
your degrees and through 
which seminary?

Deb:	May 2008, Columbia 
Theological Seminary in 
Decatur, Georgia.

Karl:	December 2014, 
Providence Theological School 
in Pennsylvania.

3. Did you always dream of being 
a Rev. Dr.?

Deb:	No, certainly not. I 
missed studying!

Karl:	It wasn’t a dream, but I 
knew in seminary that I would 
go back. I knew I would be in 
the parish and then go back 
to school. I tried not to, but it 
didn’t work.

4. How do your degrees inform 
your ministry as a leader of 
the church?

Deb:	I have seen myself as 
a spiritual mother of the 
congregations I have served, 
so it just made sense to get the 
degree to deepen what I was 
already doing. The discipline of 
the study was such a joy!

Karl:	I went back because 
there were things that I 
needed to learn about the 
Bible that I couldn’t by 
myself – other languages, 
perspectives, etc. I see what I 
have learned as what I have to 
offer through my ministry.

5. What research are you 
currently working on?

Deb:	Nothing right now, and 
I miss it. It is critical that as 
leaders we stay current with 
trends and teachings. I am 
exploring some on-line courses 
at Luther or one of our other 
seminaries around the Cities.

Karl:	I’m not currently working 
on anything, but my next 
project might include work on 
the Psalms that are repeats of 
each other, or where there is 
duplicated material. There are 
six or seven psalms that do it, as 
well as pieces from other texts 
like the Magnificat, etc. There is 
something interesting going on 
there, and I want to figure out 
what that is.

6. What are your dreams for 
the church?

Deb:	I have so many dreams 
for the church! My primary 
hope and dream is that people 
know these powerful stories of 
faith – not just know them in 
their head, but know them by 
heart – so that the stories of 
faith are an integral part of our 
people’s daily lives, and that 
lives of generosity and service 
grow out of living the stories 
of faith. I hope and dream that 
people have a comfort level 
talking about finances – a topic 

so important to Jesus – and that stewardship is 
understood as caring for all that is God’s. None 
of it’s ours – it’s all God’s. My dream is for fuller 
and even more involvement of the church in the 
community around us – that Good Shepherd 
makes such a difference in this community, 
that people in the surrounding area can’t even 
imagine what it would be like if we were not 
here. My dream is that the building renovations 
reflect our faith and our life together, and our 
openness to the community around us, that 
all people who enter this place find a solace 
here in the Word of God and that this is a place 
where even non-believers can sense that there 
is something different here.

Karl:	It’s all the same stuff – the reason that I’m 
here. This is a congregation where we are going 
to know the story, be centered in God’s word; 
it’s a reality for us. My dream is that it would 
be a reality in the church worldwide. I’m here 
because Deb said that this is who we’re going 
to be, and that is the vision that we share. 
That’s why I’m here.

7. What words of encouragement do you have 
for anyone considering a doctorate degree?

Deb:	You better love to study. The commitment 
is huge! If you could do no other than move 
forward, then do!

Karl:	You go because there’s a need for you, 
not because you want a piece of paper, but 
because there’s a need.

8. What were the most enjoyable and difficult 
parts of obtaining your degrees?

Deb:	Studying was the most enjoyable; it was 
pure joy. The most difficult was the last stages 
of the writing.

Karl:	That’s a huge can of worms. The 
hardest was navigating the approval process 
– getting my idea clear enough that someone 
would say that it was worth doing. The most 
enjoyable moment for me was hitting “send” 
on my defense.

9. What is your favorite thing about working at 
Good Shepherd together?

Deb:	The shared respect and honor of one 
another’s gifts. And Karl’s quirkiness!

Karl:	Our shared vision of knowing the story 
and being centered in God’s word.

10. Who is your favorite theologian and why?

Deb:	I really appreciate David Lose and his 
great care and love of the church. He is very 
passionate about how, in this culture, the 
church will stay alive.

Karl:	My mother. She always gave the clearest 
and simplest answers to the big questions.

The Good Shepherd Green Team’s big spring project is 
focusing on improving recycling and composting at the 
church. The team wants to engage as many in the 
congregation as possible in this effort. They are seeking 
some of the younger members to help plan the project 
and learn more about the importance of recycling and 
composting.

The members of the Green Team are passionate about 
being stewards of God’s creation in whatever ways  
possible. They expect to lead the community toward a 
greener future!

All are welcome to become part of the Green Team. If 
you have any questions, please, contact Laura Laughlin 
at l.laughlin@goodshepherdmpls.org and/or Karen Walhof 
at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org.

Green Team members currently include Stacy Delzer-
Martin, Jon Clark, Mike Thomes, Marian Nichols, JoAnn 
Newland, Jack, Lynne, Emerson, Mason and Luke 
Sullivan, in addition to Karen Walhof and me.
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SCRIPTURE STORIES

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON
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the] trustworthy King.” In other words, God is the 
“amen-King,” sure, dependable, true.

But it is not only God who is described this way, but  
God’s Word too:

Psalm 119:86,

“All your commandments are enduring; 
   I am persecuted without cause; help me!”

All your commands are “amen,” that is, sure, 
dependable, true.

And so too, Proverbs 12:22, are the words and actions 
of true believers,

“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, 
   but those who act faithfully are his delight.”

“Those who act amen [sure, dependable, true] are God’s 
delight.”

Prayer is the ultimate act of placing ourselves – our time, 
our focus, our love and hurt and need, our very beings, in 
God’s hands.

When we do this – when we pray for God's kingdom, 
when we pray in our pain and confusion, in our 
celebration and joy, in our thanks and need – we can and 
should do so in the confidence that God hears us.

As Martin Luther said in his booklet, An Exposition of 
the Lord’s Prayer,

...The little word “Amen” means the same as truly, 
verily, certainly. It is a word uttered by the firm faith 
of the heart. It is as though you were to say, “O my 
God and Father, I have no doubt that you will grant 
the things for which I petitioned, not because of my 
prayer, but because of your command to me to request 
them and because of your promise to hear me. I am 
convinced, O God, that you are truthful, and cannot 
lie. It is not the worthiness of my prayer, but the 
certainty of your truthfulness, that leads me to believe 
this firmly. I have no doubt that my petition will 
become and be an Amen” (Luther’s Works, 42:77).

“Amen” says to God, “I am sure of you.”

“Amen” says to God, “I know you are dependable.”

“Amen” says to God, “You are true to your Word.”

So when you pray, then, end in this way, “Amen! Amen: 
Yes! Of course! Let it be! Sure thing! Truly I believe it, 
trusting in my God!”

Amen.

When Jesus said, “Pray then in this way…” he gave us 
what Martin Luther called “few words, but great and 
profound in their content and meaning.” And in some 
ways, the way we often end our prayers is the least and 
yet most important word we say: “Amen.”

The word “amen” is not actually an English word, it is 
a “loan word,” which has been borrowed from ancient 
Hebrew. “Amen” is a ritual word, and comes to us 
through the New Testament which preserves the word 
by transliterating it into Greek. Transliteration is 
simply adopting a word from one language into 
another, changing the letters, but not the meaning of 
the word. So:

Hebrew ָאֵמן, becomes

Greek ἀμήν, which becomes

English Amen.

But what does “amen” really mean, and why do we 
say it?

Amen comes from a basic word in A-M-N, which 
means sure, dependable, true. Amen, in a number of 
forms, occurs numerous times in the Old Testament, 
used in different ways and describing different things. 

Here are some of the ways the word amen is used:

Isaiah 65:16, 

“Then whoever invokes a blessing in the land 
   shall bless by the God of faithfulness, 
and whoever takes an oath in the land 
   shall swear by the God of faithfulness; 
because the former troubles are forgotten 
   and are hidden from my sight.”

The phrase “God of faithfulness” is really “God of 
amen,” the God who is sure, dependable, true.

Deuteronomy 7:9,

“Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the 
faithful God who maintains covenant loyalty with 
those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 
thousand generations....”

The Lord your God is God, “the amen God,” the sure, 
dependable, true God.

This is why in the Talmud (a later text of great 
importance in Rabbinic Judaism) the word amen is 
said to be an acronym – אמנ stands for אל מלך נאמן, ’El 
melekh ne ’eman, which is a declaration that “God [is 

This year during Lent we will be focusing on prayer. Each Wednesday night we will 
pray in order to learn from and through prayer, give thanks for what we have and 
ask for what we need, confess our sins and failings, and pray forgiveness for others.

The Sundays and Wednesdays during Lent, in worship and 
education, will be focusing on the Kingdom of God. Sunday morning 
worship and education, and both Wednesday night confirmation 
and the A.I. Bible Study, will be centered in the Kingdom-parables 
which Jesus taught. We will learn what the Kingdom of God is like, 
and we will see it in our midst. And we will learn what it means to 
be called into, born into, baptized into, and live into God’s Kingdom.

Wednesday evening Lenten worship will focus on prayer. We will 
start with the Lord’s Prayer, the way Jesus taught us to prayer 
when he said, “Pray then in this way....” Then we will move beyond 
these simple words, learning to pray in a variety of ways, practicing 
prayer with each, entrusting our prayer needs to one another, and 
taking the prayer needs of another person home with us.

SUNDAY WORSHIP | February 15 – March 22 
Living the Kingdom of Heaven

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY | February 15 | Matthew 16:24–17:8 
As we witness the transfiguration of Jesus we are called to deny ourselves and 
take up the cross. The glorification of Jesus follows very quickly upon Jesus 
predicting his shaming and death. This, too, is what we who claim Christ Jesus 
are called into.

THE KINGDOM-PARABLES OF JESUS:  
"THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE..."

February 22 | Matthew 18:15–35 
The Unforgiving Servant: forgiving as you have been forgiven.

March 1 | Matthew 20:1–16 
The Laborers in the Vineyard: bearing the burden of the day.

March 8 | Matthew 22:1–14 
The Wedding Banquet: living an (un)examined faith.

March 15 | Matthew 25:1–13 
The Bridesmaids: “Keep awake!”

March 22 | Matthew 25:31–46 
The Final Judgment: Christ and the image of God in our neighbors.

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP | February 18 – April 1 
Praying the Kingdom Come: How do we pray? What do we expect when we 
pray? When do we pray? Why do we pray?

ASH WEDNESDAY | February 18 | Matthew 18:1–9

Using Psalms and other biblical prayers alongside the Lord’s 
Prayer, we will explore a two-fold acronym, P.R.A.Y.

February 25 | Praising & Pleading

March 4 | Repenting & Raging

March 11 | Asking & Adoring

March 18 | Yearning & Yielding

April 1 | Three Lenten Dramas 
“Thy Kingdom Come,” “Thy Will Be Done” and “Lead Us Not into 
Temptation.”

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

LENT 2015:
LIVING THE KINGDOM,  
PRAYING THE KINGDOM COME



Consider this Bible passage from 
Ezekiel 1: “In the thirtieth year, in the 
fourth month, on the fifth day, as I was 
among the exiles by the river Chebar, 
the heavens were opened and I saw 
visions of God.” Okay. Just stop there 
for a moment. Any questions, confusion, 
distractions? How about these for a 
few starters: Why is there such detail 
about the date? Where is the river 
Chabar? What are these “visions of 
God?” What exactly does it mean that 
the heavens were opened? And finally, 
what does it mean for me today? These 
just a few questions derived from 32 
words at the beginning of Ezekiel.

For most of us, the Bible is not an easy 
read. It can be hard to follow with its 
ancient history, twisting (and sometimes 
twisted) plots, confusing geography 
and contradictory story lines. The Bible 
is a series of books within a book, 
stories within stories. It has histories 
that cover hundreds of years written 
by many authors with different 
viewpoints and agendas. It is a historical 
record of our ancestors, and yet, it is 
the holiest of holy books. It is our book 
of faith. As Luther put it, “The Bible 
is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.”

True to our congregation’s calling to 
come together, see a new way and reach 
out in hope, Good Shepherd has started 
a Wednesday night Bible study. Since 
its beginning in September, Pastor Karl 
Jacobson has helped a steadily growing 
group to engage the Bible together, dig 
into our stories and see the Bible in a 
new way. Here are some comments 
from participants: “It is relevant to me 
because it brings the significance of the 
passage into my daily life.” “It is not 
just an analytical study of a text. It is 
embracing the Word and applying it 
to my life.” “This study is great—it 
includes lots of laughter and joy.”

Pastor Jacobson explains: “A simple but 
often overlooked reality when reading 
the Bible is that not every part of the 
biblical text can be treated the same 
way. Our Bible reading is best when 
we take care to think about the kind 
of literature we are reading – from story 

to law to history, poetry, song, prayer 
and prophecy. And having read these 
the text carefully we need also to think 
carefully (and prayerfully) about how 
to appropriate these varied texts into 
our own faith lives. Just as not every 
part of the Bible can be treated the 
same way, we can’t always simply draw 
a line from every passage into our own 
lives. Sometimes we can apply it 
directly to ourselves and sometimes we 
can’t. But, can we still read and learn 
from these stories? Yes! So in addition 
to starting with some background study 
of the Bible, we work with two basic 
ways of bringing these texts back home 
for ourselves. A.I. stands for application 
and implication.”

Thus, the weekly Bible study is titled: 
Application/Implication—God’s story, 
our story. The ultimate goal of the study 
is to engage the scripture passage and 
ask how this can apply to our lives 
directly, inform our daily living and 
have meaning for our faith communities 
and our congregation. It also asks us 
to consider the implications of what 
we learn from the passage indirectly 
about God, human nature and struggle, 
and what it might mean for us.

Through a few minutes of Pastor 
Jacobson’s opening orientation to the 
scripture passage, a good 40 minutes 
of lively small group discussions about 
the passage and a few minutes of large 
group wrap-up, the one-hour study 
helps participants grow in biblical 
knowledge, learn from others and make 
connections between the stories of the 
Bible and our calling.

The Bible study meets Wednesday 
nights from 6:00 to 7:00 in the narthex. 
Each week we study the appointed 
story which is the focus for worship in 
the coming week. Childcare is provided 
from 5:45 to 7:00 p.m.

The invitation is open: Come as you 
are. Join us as together we grow in our 
knowledge of the Bible, learn from 
each other and see the connection 
between the old stories of God’s people 
and how we live out our calling today!

BY BILL HUFF

OVER COFFEE

February 12 
R.T. Rybak

Minneapolis mayor 2002–2013 
Executive Director of Generation Next
Closing the Education Achievement Gap

February 19
Jeff Johnson

Candidate for Minnesota governor  
Hennepin County Board member 
Minnesota’s Republican National 
Committeeman

February 26
Tom Hanson

U.S. Foreign Service Officer, 1973–1994 
Foreign policy consultant 
MPR commentator

March 5
Linea Palmisano

City Council member, Minneapolis Ward 13

March 12
Mark Ritchie

Minnesota Secretary of State, 2007–2014
Chair, Expo 23 (World’s Fair in Minnesota)

t h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g s

7 : 0 0 – 8 : 1 5  P M
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OUR STORY,
GOD'S STORY

[APPLICATION AND IMPLICATION]

WORSHIP & EDUCATION THEMES
for february through may
Feb. 1 & 8 | After Epiphany

matthew 5:21–48

Feb. 1 | Clinging to a vibrant faith 
When the light seems dim
matthew	14:13–33

Feb. 8 | Walking, sinking rising again 
Feeding the 5,000 and walking on the sea

Feb. 15 – March 22 | Transfiguration 
through Lent

matthew	16:24–17:8

Feb. 15 | Transfiguration Sunday

The Kingdom, Parables:  
"The Kingdom of Heaven is like..."

matthew	18:15–35

Feb. 22 | The unforgiving servant

matthew	20:1–16

March 1 | The laborers in the vineyard

matthew	22:1–14

March 8 | The wedding banquet

matthew	25:1–13

March 15 | The bridesmaids

matthew	25:31–46

March 22 | The final judgment

March 29 – April 5 | Holy Week

matthew	21:1–13

March 29 | Palm Sunday

matthew	26:17–30

April 2 | Maundy Thursday
Dinner and worship will be combined.
matthew	27:27–61

April 3 | Good Friday
Service of the Seven Last Words at noon and 7:00 p.m.
matthew	28:1–10

April 5 | Easter Sunday
Services at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.

April 12 – May 24 | Living the 
Resurrection: The Seven Marks of  
Life in Christ

matthew	28:16–30

April 12 | The Great Commission
Mark #1: We are commissioned, not on commission.
acts 10:1–17,	34–35

April 19 | Clean vs. Unclean
Mark #2: Distinctions, like vengeance, belong to the 
Lord; the distinctions are not ours to make.

acts 13:1–3;	14:8–18

April 26 | Paul heals a lame man in Lystra
Mark #3: God is God, we are not; the vision, the 
claim, the (co)mission is God's, not ours.
romans 1:1–17

May 3 | "I am not ashamed of the Gospel"
Mark #4: Set free by the Good News, we are now 
slaves to Christ.
romans	5:1–11

May 10 | Justification is by faith 
Mark #5: Deserve's got nothing to do with it. In a 
world build around earning what we get, The Gospel 
sets us free—before we deserve it.
romans	6:1–14

May 17 | A death like his means a life like 
his, for us
Mark #6: Christ's death means that we die anew, 
every day, to Sin; because we will live in the world to 
come, we need to die, daily, in this one.
romans	8:18–39

May 24 | Nothing separates us from the 
love of Christ
Mark #7: Righteousness is clinging to Christ, and 
daring to believe that his promises are for us.

ood Shepherd member Dave Matyi has spent 
the last six months as a member of the ELCA’s 
Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) 
program in Montevideo, Uruguay. Dave has 
chronicled much of his experience in his online 
blog, davematyi.tumblr.com, but here he answers 

some broader questions about his experiences, friendships and 
impressions, and he reflects further on his experience so far. 
Dave returns home in June of this year.

Q: What do you miss most about home?

A: The thing I miss most about “home” is of course my family 
and friends. I put home in quotations because this program, 
since I’m here for an extended period of time, encourages me 
to integrate myself into the culture and make a home for myself 
here. I’m lucky to be able to Skype family and friends back 
home, but I am also making friends here, and my host 
communities have made it easy for me to feel like Uruguay is 
my new home.

G

in

BY RICH MAY
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Q: Have you been surprised by anything in 
particular or have your assumptions been 
challenged?

A: The culture, yet similar in many ways, is 
very different as well, which is a shock to me. 
One of the biggest surprises was the amount 
of people who DON’T go to church. Because 
my program is through the Lutheran church, 
I thought that I would be encountering church 
people everywhere. As you might have seen 
in pictures on my blog, there’s only a handful 
of people in church every Sunday. Furthermore, 
although God’s love is present throughout 
my work sites, there is no church organization 
– no services, no prayers etc.

Q: Have you made any non-missionary 
friends (i.e. native Uruguay folks)? What are 
they like? How do they view the church?

A: Most of my friends are non-missionary. I 
hang out with work people from time-to-time, 
but most of them have families or are doing 
their own thing outside of work. I live with 
eight Uruguayans (most are university 
students) in the Lutheran church building, 
and we are always hanging around talking, 
having asados or doing other activities. 
Through friends of friends I have met other 
people. In my blog and newsletter I mentioned 
the other YAGM volunteer, Chloe; Chloe and 
I went to her boss’s house for Thanksgiving.

The country is considered Catholic, but the 
majority of Uruguayans don’t attend church. 
Only once has one of my housemates, Andrea, 
gone to church with me. However, since  
most of the people I hang around with are 
connected to work or Chloe’s work, they are 
religious. One friend, Gaby, is in a group called 
Christian Surfers. Last week we went out east 
and tried to catch some waves with a couple 
of friends. People here are either religious and 
go to church regularly, or they don’t go at all.

Q: What about the sense of “time” in 
Uruguay? Are things more relaxed or is it all 
go-go-go like it tends to be in the U.S.?

A: This is a great question. Here the sense of 
time is very, very tranqui (relaxed). The 
transition from go-go-go to Uruguayan time 
was one that was difficult and annoying. For 
example:, the bus times are listed online, but 
they never arrive on time. There have been 
times, in fact, where the bus hasn’t even come 

or didn’t stop for me. I texted my boss. The 
response? Don’t worry. There are enough 
people here to cover. What I like about the 
sense of time is that it reflects the people’s 
way of thinking. It opens more opportunities 
to find other solutions and is more inviting 
in conversation.

Q: What do young adults care about in 
Uruguay? Is it the same kind of stuff as U.S. 
young adults? How do they like to spend their 
time? Is employment hard to find or easier? 
What kinds of entry level jobs are there?

A: Most of my friends in the U.S. follow a 
variety of sports, but there’s really only soccer 
here – and that has a huge following. I live 
with students so most of them are busy 
studying (they study a lot here) or getting 
involved in political movements – especially 
true since there was a presidential election 
this year. I am not allowed to participate in 
political activities, so a lot of the time we 
watch movies and videos – many from 
YouTube. It seems like most everyone knows 
the popular American songs and movies. 
Employment is hard to find. That may be 
due partly to the culture. This time of year a 
lot of stores close down for vacations, and 
they will open again in February or even 
later. Unlike the U.S., university here is 
directed more toward what kind of career 
you want.

Q: Do you have any personal goals you’d like 
to achieve in what remains of your time in 
Uruguay. Anything else you’d like to share?

A: I have some smaller personal goals for 
this year such as run at least once a week 
(which I have failed to do, partly due to 
injuries) and communicate with my family 
regularly. My biggest goal though is to make 
an impact on my host communities –helping 
people here see Americans in a more friendly 
light and simply putting a smile on the kid’s 
faces at work.

I hope all is well in Minnesota, and I pray 
and think of home and Good Shepherd 
very often.
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The numbers are startling and we 
wonder, “What can we do?”

In the last issue of Together 
magazine, we introduced you to 
Bread for the World and the 
Hunger Ministry Team’s decision 
to join them as a partner and 
resource in actively addressing the 
persistent and growing hunger 
issues in Minnesota, the United 
States and the world. By joining 
with them in the Campaign of 
Offering Letters we can make a 
larger impact on our government’s 
response to hunger. As members 
of Good Shepherd, we will write 
personal letters and send other 
communications to our 
representatives in Congress.

Each year, Bread for the World 
identifies an issue important to 
hungry people. The focus may be 
international, national or local. The 
2015 focus will be protecting and 
strengthening child nutrition 
programs such as SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program).

The Hunger Ministry Team will 
provide the resources to help 
anyone who would like to 
participate in this letter writing 
campaign on Sunday, March 1. 
This is an opportunity for 
everyone! Sunday school children, 
youth and adults all have a voice to 
be heard. We will meet after each 
service and write the letters that 
morning. Sample letters, as well as 
detailed information about the 
issues will be provided. We will 
then place these letters in the 
offering plates during church 
services, prayerfully offering them 
to God before sending them to 
Congress. This outpouring of 
concern sends a powerful message 

to our political leaders and helps 
us move closer to our goal of 
ending hunger.

To whom will we write?  
On the national level, to our 
representatives and senators.  
Three congressmen are on the 
House Agriculture Committee 
which has a subcommittee on 
nutrition: Collin Peterson, Tim 
Walz and Rick Nolan. Senator 
Amy Klobucher is on the Senate 
Agriculture Committee.

In Minnesota, the 2015 legislative 
Issues identified by Hunger 
Solutions Minnesota also focuses 
on family and child nutrition. 
These include:

1. The Healthy Eating Here at 
Home Initiative which allows 
SNAP enrollees to access fresh 
foods at local farmers market.

2. Mobile food shelf programs to 
help close the food gap for low 
income, low mobility 
Minnesotans. This is a critical 
need for seniors across the state.

3. Expanding school breakfast to 
increase the percentage of 
students at risk eating school 
breakfast from 48% to 70%.

We will write to our state 
representatives and senators. All 
information of names and 
addresses will be provided at the 
meeting on March 1.

If you would prefer to use a 
computer, take your laptop along 
and we will have email addresses 
for key people. Annela Rova will 
also teach us how to tweet, so 
Twitter will be another avenue for 
communicating with others 
concerned about hunger issues.

BY DONNA CLARK

WHO EXACTLY ARE THE HUNGRY?

For more information, visit:

www.hungersolutions.org/
voice-of-hunger-network/2015-
legislative-priorities

or www.bread.org

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

[ s t a y  i n  t o u c h ][ s t a y  i n  t o u c h ][ s t a y  i n  t o u c h ]

Follow Dave's blog at 
davematyi.tumblr.com
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Did you ever wonder how to honor or remember a dear 
friend in a significant way? Sometimes the best answer 
has its roots in your experience and through it many  
others are served. It happened to Amanda Sykora and 
resulted in a great bonus for Plymouth Christian Youth 
Center (PCYC).

Amanda says, “Back in April, a great friend and 
co-worker of mine was killed in a car accident at the 
age of 25 – totally unexpected and heart-breaking. I’ve 
never experienced the loss of a friend, let alone anyone 
so young. Nnamdi’s birthday was on Dec. 13, so a few 
of us from work had been trying to think of some way 
to celebrate his life.”

How do you plan something that is meaningful for you 
and significant for your friend’s friends and family? “For 
months I have been trying to come up with a good idea,” 
Amanda says, “and in November I woke up with the 
perfect idea. I had volunteered at PCYC’s Christmas Gift 
Sale five to six times as part of Good Shepherd’s youth 
group, and I remembered it being an amazing experience 
to teach children about giving. PCYC always looks for 
donations for the event, especially gifts for men.” So, 
the plan began. “I knew that I could get donations from 

a lot of people at work, and my goal was $500 to buy 
men’s clothing that reminded me of Nnamdi. I sent out 
the email to my office, and immediately many people 
responded, saying it was a perfect way to celebrate his 
birthday,” Amanda says. “The more I talked to people at 
work, the more I realized I could buy other items that 
reminded me of Nnamdi: sweaters, because of his great 
hugs; basketballs, because he played at Luther College; 
and John Legend CDs, because he was one of Nnamdi's 
favorite artists. We raised over $1,000 to make these 
purchases. A friend from work and I went shopping on 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving with a mission: to find 
items that Nnamdi would have loved.”

Amanda and her friends purchased 16 basketballs, 13 
CDs (John Legend, Justin Timberlake, Pharrell, Whitney 
Houston and N*sync Christmas), 16 DVDs, three pairs of 
basketball shorts, two pairs of slippers, 32 shirts/sweaters 
and seven board games. Amanda says, “While purchasing 
the basketballs, numerous people just stared at us. We 
even were asked if we were starting our own basketball 
team. Clearly they have not seen me attempt to play!  
On the Saturday of the PCYC Christmas Gift Sale, 12 of 
us who were great friends with Nnamdi went to PCYC 

The leadership of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
understands that an important component of our ministry is 
passing the faith from one generation to another. Psalm 145 
(verses 4-7) speaks beautifully to this tenet of ministry:

One generation will declare your works to the next and 
will proclaim your mighty acts. They will speak of your 
splendor and glorious majesty and they will tell of your 
wonderful works. They will proclaim the power of your 
awe-inspiring acts, and they will declare your greatness. 
They will give a testimony of your great goodness and 
will joyfully sing of your righteousness.

At Good Shepherd, we have a number of ways we declare God’s 
majesty to our children and young adults, making sure our 
children and young adults are able to participate in the daily 
ministry of this congregation. Learning by doing can help all 
of us enrich our faith.

This past year, the congregation voted on a budget that gave 
the senior high school members the privilege and task of 
determining where some of the mission dollars we share with 
others should be allocated. After completing the work, Laura 
Huepenbecker, one of the seniors in the group wrote the 
following report for the annual meeting:

After thoughtful and creative discussion, the Youth 
Benevolence Committee decided on appropriating 
$5,730 to organizations that are working towards unique 
and significant change. We’re pleased to be donating 
$1,000 to $2,000 each to the Aira Youth Program, 
Camden Promise, and Camp Onomia; in addition to 
sponsoring a REAL Girl for three years. The group is 
pleased to support these causes and is excited about 
their diverse and long-term missions! The following 
high school students participated in bringing this work 
to completion: Morgan May, Emma May, Emily Kratz, 
Laura Huepenbecker, Natacha Sagel, Clara Larson, 
Jacob Peterson, Karl Schwarzkopf and Arthur Taracks.

Giving our young adults and children opportunities to share 
more fully in our ministries is a valuable means of sharing God’s 
“splendor and glorious majesty.” While we probably read Psalm 
145 and understand it to mean that the older generation will 
proclaim God’s greatness to the younger, perhaps it can also be 
read to mean that the younger generation can declare God’s 
greatness to the older one.

Two weeks before Christmas, we were hosting three 
families through Families Moving Forward. On that 
Sunday, a Girl Scout troupe had brought three boxes 
of toys to share. In addition, Ralph Schlueter had 
donated two big totes full of the beautiful handwork 
made by his late wife, Mildred – scarves, mittens, 
hats, all kinds of treasures.

We invited each of the mothers that week to “go 
Christmas shopping,” and brought them individually 
into the room where these items were stored. The 
moms carefully, thoughtfully gathered gifts for each 
of their children – toys for the younger ones and 
handmade items to warm the older ones. One mom, 
pregnant and expecting her child in March, said, “I 
even got a gift for my new baby!” as she clutched a 
beautiful set including a handmade sweater, cap and 
booties Mildred had made for a newborn. Another 

mom said, “I didn’t think we would have 
Christmas this year, but now we will,” as the 
tears welled in her eyes.

We are grateful to the Girl Scouts for their 
timely gift and to Ralph for sharing Mildred’s 
creations – for making Christmas a more joyful 
time for our Families Moving Forward guests!

to mark the holidays with kids who otherwise might 
not be able to receive gifts and to celebrate the life 
of an amazing friend.”

And it was fun! Amanda and her colleagues spent 
the day helping children at PCYC pick out gifts for 
their family members. “The first time one of the kids 
picked out a John Legend CD, I had tears in my eyes,” 
Amanda says. “I knew Nnamdi would be so pleased.”

Amanda calls it inspiration: “God has been with me 
through this entire process. I woke up with a crazy 
idea in my head. When I found that the event was 
taking place exactly on Nnamdi’s birthday, it proved 
to me that this was meant to be. The responses from 
my co-workers showed that God was working through 
all of us to honor a friend who we miss every day.”

BY KAREN WALHOF

Pictured above left are Amanda Sykora (left) and 

her colleagues from Clifton Larson Allen LLC who 

worked at PCYC for the Christmas Gift Sale.

BY RON HOVLAND

Y O U T H  D E T E R M I N E
BENEVOLENCE GIFTS
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Serve God, SERVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

See the Join In booklet for 
January–August 2015 for all the 
worship, welcome/hospitality, 
learning, connecting/caring and 
outreach ministry opportunities 
at Good Shepherd.

CAMDEN PROMISE 
FOOD SHELF
March 7

April 4

May 2

CHANGE SUNDAY
May 10
Families Moving Forward

COMMUNITY 
EMERGENCY SERVICES
March 15
Benefit Concert

FIRST SUNDAY 
FOOD SHELF
March 1

April 5

May 3

MEALS ON WHEELS
February 9 – 13

March 23 – 27

May 4 – 8 

LOAVES & FISHES
March 17

May 19

QUILTERS
February 12

March 12

April 9

May 14

URBAN 
HOMEWORKS
February 14

March 14

April 11

May 9
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