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Greetings, in the name of Christ our Lord!

What a wonderful fall this has been together! Worship attendance remains strong, our Sunday 
school children and families are excited about being here to learn about the love of Christ in their 
lives through the stories of faith, we continue to see new faces at the Wednesday night Bible study, 
this year’s musical includes, again, people from the neighorhood around us as well as Good Shepherd 
members. The community is thriving!

“Thrive” is the theme for our Epiphany series this next year. “We will look closely at how we can 
more fully live and thrive in faith, in our daily lives, how we can more fully use the talents God has 
bestowed on us to enrich the world around us, and in so doing, also enrich our own lives” (page 9).

In our lead article written by high school senior Laura Huepenbecker, you will read about Ben and 
Judy Williamson, people who clearly are thriving as they live out their faith in lives of service. “I 
believe you reap more than you sow,” Judy states (page 12). AMEN to that!

It’s impossible to thrive when you’re hungry. Building on the outreach Good Shepherd already does, 
the Hunger Team and our pastoral intern Laura Laughlin have enabled us to become a Bread for 
the World congregation (page 16) – yet another way we can make a difference, that others too may 
thrive.

Get to know our confirmation students (page 7)! Take the time to introduce yourselves to them or 
rekindle acquaintances with these very fine young people at Good Shepherd.

Annela Rova, our communications specialist, talked to Lifelines this fall about her experience in 
Palestine through Young Adults in Global Mission. Read a dialogue between her and Renee May – 
who also spent extended time in Jerusalem 25 years ago – about their similar experiences 25 years 
apart (page 18).

Read about the difference you are making with your pledges to the building fund, with 10% of those 
gifts going beyond our walls (page 15) and about the profound impact the Foundation continues to 
make through your donations and legacy gifts to our Good Shepherd Foundation (page 17).

Are you longing for the true meaning of Christmas in your lives this year? “The Time of Advent” 
(page 10) will point you in the right direction, as will our Advent and Christmas worship services 
(page 4); and if you have children, Heather’s article on home devotions will be of interest to you 
(page 11).

It’s another wonderful issue of our life Together!

God’s peace be with you, dear friends in Christ,

Pastor Debra Samuelson

Together... Seeing a new way... Reaching out with hope

4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Phone: 612-927-8849

Email: info@goodshepherdmpls.org

www.goodshepherdmpls.org
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Worship with Communion 
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Child care 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
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CELEBRATING 
CHRISTMAS

Our fifth annual Christmas musical is 
coming soon! In our rehearsals for Willie 
Wonka, Jr., we have a record-breaking cast 
of 70 people, ages 5 to 75. The Christmas 
musical has become a wonderful way to 
connect with our neighborhood and other 
communities – mainly in South 
Minneapolis and Edina. 

Please come and see our own Gus Johnson 
as Charlie Bucket and Ralph Johnson as 
Grandpa Joe as they and many others from 
our congregation bring to life the famous 
story of “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory,” written by Roald Dahl. 
Performances take place on Thursday 
through Saturday, December 11, 12  
and 13, at 7:00 p.m.

PERFOR MING ARTS

BY TOR JOHNSON , DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING ARTS

Christmas Musical Offers Sweet Treat

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
BY RALPH JOHNSON , DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

The theme for our Advent worship this year is Living and Longing, through which we will explore 
the longing for God – and for God’s Savior – that we share with the people and prophets of the 
Old Testament. Stories from the prophets and Matthew’s picture of Jesus’ family tree will lead us 
with hope and anticipation to the celebration of the Christ Child’s birth that begins his story –  
and ours.

ADVENT WORSHIP & EVENT SCHEDULE
Sunday, November 30 – First Sunday of Advent

  8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

  Theme: Longing, in Faith (Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:2–4; 3:17–19)

 Sunday, December 7 – Second Sunday of Advent

  Advent Festival Worship at 8:15 a.m. with Good Shepherd Choir and Bell Choir

  Advent Festival Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Alleluia, Caroler, Chorister, Cantáre  
  and Good Shepherd Choirs   

  Theme: Longing, for the Shepherd (Ezekiel 34: 1–6; 11–16)

 Sunday, December 14 – Third Sunday of Advent

  8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

  Theme: Longing, for the Servant (Isaiah 42:1–9)

 Tuesday, December 16

  6:30 p.m. Service of Remembrance

 Sunday, December 21 – Fourth Sunday of Advent

  8:15 and 10:30 a.m. worship

  Theme: (Be)Longing, in God’s Family (Matthew 1:1–17)

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)

  3:00 p.m. Family Christmas Service with music by Alleluia Choir, Carolers  
  and Choristers

  5:00 p.m. Christmas Festival Service with music by Good Shepherd musicians,  
  with a special prelude by the Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra.* 

  10:30 p.m. Christmas Candlelight Service with music by the Good Shepherd Choir   
  and Cantáre, with an extended Christmas prelude by Good Shepherd musicians and   
  the Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra,* beginning at 10:00 p.m.

 Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day)

  10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Festival Service with music by Good Shepherd musicians

*The Good Shepherd Christmas Orchestra is made up of Good Shepherd instrumentalists. 

Advent/Christmas

BY KAREN WILKINSON

UPCOMING  
EVENTS: 
GOLDEN  
SHEPHERDS

On Wednesday, November 26, at 7:00 p.m., the 
Good Shepherd community will gather together to 
give thanks to God for all that we have. Please bring 
a non-perishable food item as a thankoffering; the 

offering will go to Camden Promise Food Shelf. 

Also, please bring a pie – consider bringing one pie 
to share and one to donate – to the service. After 

the service, enjoy fellowship with 
family and friends over coffee 
and pie. Donated pies will go 
to the Marie Sandvik Center 
where they will be a welcome 
treat on Thanksgiving Day.

Thanksgiving Eve
SERVICE AND PIEFEST

The Sunday school Christmas 
program will be held on Sunday, 
December 21, at 9:30 a.m., in the 
sanctuary. Christmas program 
rehearsal will be Sunday, December 
14, during the education hour. 

Children should meet their teachers 
in room 220 at least 15 minutes 
before the program. Parents and 
guests are encouraged to have a seat 
in the sanctuary. Immediately 
following the program, parents are 
invited to join their children in room 
226 for a Christmas treat.

After Christmas we will have a two-
week break: Sunday school does not 
meet on December 28 or January 4, 
but will resume on January 11.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11  
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BUFFET 
This popular event begins with appetizers 
and punch at 12:00 noon followed by 
the beloved Scandinavian buffet at 12:30. 
Music by the Continental Strings. (These 
musicians formerly played with the late 
Cliff Brunzell’s Golden Strings.) Tickets, 
$18 each, will be on sale November 23 
through December 7. During the week 
purchase tickets at the church office or call 
Good Shepherd, 612-927-8849. This event 
is sponsored by the Golden Shepherds, 
and all in the congregation and community 
are invited to attend. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
ST. MARY’S GREEK  
ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Because the first Thursday in January is 
New Year’s Day, Golden Shepherds will 
meet the following week. Join us as we 
take a guided tour of this beautiful church 
near Lake Calhoun. We’ll have lunch at 
the church or a nearby restaurant. Watch 
for more details.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
BUFFET LUNCH 
Buffet lunch in Fellowship Hall at  
12:30 followed by a program yet to  
be determined.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 
TALK ON SACAGAWEA 
After a delicious 12:30 buffet lunch in 
Fellowship Hall, history expert Mike 
Hanson will speak about Sacagawea, the 
Indian interpreter and guide on the famed 
Lewis and Clark expedition. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
MACY’S FLOWER SHOW  
After touring the always-delightful flower 
show at the downtown Macy’s, we’ll 
lunch in the Oak Grill. The date change 
is because the first Thursday in April is 
Maundy Thursday.

Good Shepherd members over 90 years of age were honored at Heritage Sunday services and a luncheon that 
followed. They included: back row: Borghild Gisselquist, John Sieberz, Mel Hougen, John Curry, Dick Eide, 
Harold Lundin; second row: Helen Landvik, Eva Bryan, Donna Jorgenson, Marge Meester, June Swanson, Helen 
Curry; first row: Jeanne Konzelman, Mary Jean Johnson, Renza Anderson.
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This year, the confirmands will be going on a weekend retreat to Luther 
Point Bible Camp in Grantsburg, Wisconsin, from January 9 to 11. 
This will be my first confirmation retreat with the youth here at Good 
Shepherd, and I am looking forward to a wonderful weekend as we 
explore our faith together. 

This retreat will be largely driven by the youth. All the confirmands 
will be submitting their questions about faith, church, the Bible and 
Christian life in advance of the retreat, and we will look at as many of 
the questions as we can. It will be a great time to dig into our questions 
around faith and to get to know each other better!

CONFIRMATION 
RETREAT

BAPTISMS
Tommy Jagielski
October 26, 2014

CONFIRMATION
October 26, 2014

Life passages in our 
community of faith

DEATHS
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It is my great pleasure to introduce you to the Confirmation Class 
of 2014 at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. They affirmed 
their baptisms on October 26 as part of the celebration of 
Reformation Sunday.  

Here are glimpses of these vibrant young people:  

Tommy Jagielski, Minneapolis, was baptized before he and 
the others were confirmed. He, his family and many witnesses 
trooped with the pastors to the font in the narthex for the rite. 
Tommy, his mother Tamara Imbertson and his brothers, Jack, 
17, and James, 12, joined Good Shepherd in 2003. He attends 
Southwest High School. His stole design featured his special 
verses: Philemon 4:16 and Mark 16:15. 

Sam Jacobson, St. Paul, is the son of our teaching pastor, 
Karl Jacobson. His sisters are Hannah, 16, and Lucy, 9. Sam sings 
in Cantáre and during Lent helped with the computer setup for 
the IAm Project. This summer he served as a counselor for a batch 
of fun, energetic first graders at the church’s summer musical 
theater camp, working alongside his sister Hannah and his cousin 
Ingrid. He and Ingrid are in 10th grade at Twin Cities Academy 
in St. Paul. 

Ingrid Jacobson, St. Paul, is the daughter of Rolf Jacobson 
and Amy Dewald, older sister to Gunnar, 10. Though a member 
of St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church, she opted to study for 
confirmation under her uncle Karl here. Her stole featured her 
verse, Proverbs, 3:5, and a bee design since Queen Bee is a 
nickname given her by her grandfather.   

Emily Kratz, Edina, loves Good Shepherd and the friendships 
she has made here. She and family – parents Susan and Mike and 
younger sister Julia – joined in 2003. Emily has taken mission 

trips to Rapid City, Louisville and Milwaukee and looks forward 
to future mission trips because she loves sharing her faith with 
others. She is in 9th grade at Valley View Middle School.

Emma May, Edina, is active in our church’s theater and music 
programs. We heard her beautiful bell-like voice in a solo during 
worship this past summer. A 9th grader at Southview Middle 
School, she recently played Marmee in “Little Women” there.  
Her parents are Richard and Renee May; her brother is Morgan, 
17. Her stole included motifs for ballet and the cello, two of  
her passions.

Ben McCabe, Edina, has been a member of Good Shepherd 
all his life. His parents, Laurel and Glenn McCabe, and older 
brother Jack, now 16, joined our church in 1998. He is in 8th 
grade at Blake School. I felt that Ben spoke for the entire class 
when he said that he had learned a lot during these three years 
studying the Bible under the guidance of the class counselor 
Erienne Andvik. 

Jake Peterson, Minneapolis, is the son of Grace and Randy 
Peterson and older brother to Ethan. He attends Southwest High 
School and plays golf and the piano. In fact, he has played our 
grand piano at a church service. His confirmation stole revealed 
that he’s a budding artist. Three blue drops of water on his right 
shoulder represented both the Trinity and baptism. Random 
color strips denoted the ever-present Holy Spirit. Other motifs 
were a golf ball on a tee and piano keys. 

 

BY DOUG JOHNSON  
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

BY ANN BURCKHARDT

CLASS OF 

Emily Kratz
Sam Jacobson
Ingrid Jacobson
Tommy Jagielski

Emma May
Ben McCabe
Jacob Peterson

NEW MEMBERS
October 26, 2014

Judy Baratta
Tina Follano (not pictured)

Yvonne Grover
Dan Kirk
 

Matt and Julie Schilling 
(children: Amelia and 
Evan) (not pictured)

Amelia and Evan Sullivan 
(children: Emerson, Luke 
and Mason)

Harland Halvorson
March 29, 1925 – 
August 8, 2014
  
Alec Perlbachs
March 11, 1981 – 
August 30, 2014
 
David Christenson
May 13, 1930 – 
September 4, 2014
  
Marian Grinley
May 15, 1920 – 
September 10, 2014
  

Sam Anderson
October 10, 1933 – 
September 16, 2014
  
Mildred Schlueter
April 21, 1937 – 
September 20, 2014
  
Gloria Korn
June 4, 1932 – 
October 7, 2014

Ruth Bongard
June 20, 1918 – 
November 8 , 2014

On their confirmation day: back row: Doug Johnson, Pastor Karl Jacobson, Pastor Debra Samuelson; front row: Confirmands 
Emily Kratz, Emma May, Jake Peterson, Tommy Jagielski, Ben McCabe, Sam Jacobson, Ingrid Jacobson.

 CONFIRMATION
MEET THE

2014
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What is your role with  
the building project? 
It started nearly three years ago; I was part 
of a small team tasked with looking into 
“doing something” with the south parking 
lot entrance. That has morphed and grown 
into three current roles: vice president 
of the Council, member of the Building 
Our Path (BOP) Team, and, lastly, acting as 
Good Shepherd’s owner’s representative 
(aka project manager).

How often does the  
BOP Team meet?  
It meets regularly every other week on 
Thursdays, for about 1-½ to 2 hours. 
There have also been countless other 
“special” meetings.

Why did you accept a volunteer 
position of this magnitude?   
It was almost an epiphany of sorts. I am a 
project manager at work, I enjoy that role 
and it seems to be my sweet spot. So it 
seemed to be a natural thing to take on. 
That, coupled with my adoration of this 
church community and the building itself. 
What an opportunity for me!

When will construction start? 
The first phase is the Sunday school/
education rooms. That will begin after 
the first of the year. This will be “light” 

BY LAURA STEIN

10
QUESTIONS FOR

Ty Tallakson

Consider how often in your life you hear these kinds of messages: 

“You can have it all – all you need to do is [fill in the blank].” 
Or…

“You deserve better. Take time for yourself to [fill in the blank].” 
Or…

“Your life will be more complete after you have purchased  
[fill in the blank].” And so on and so on. 

What do these messages tell us? Our lives will be better, more 
full. We will thrive as a result. And who doesn’t want to thrive, 
to flourish, to prosper, to succeed, to blossom? But, what do we 
do when we can’t have it all? What do we do when we can’t take 
time for ourselves? What do we do when we feel our lives aren’t 
complete? How can we thrive when we’re suffering? And how 
can we be good stewards when we feel we don’t always have 
enough to share? 

During the season of Epiphany the last two years, we have used 
the Lifeline series to help us deepen our understanding of 

stewardship, what it is and what it isn’t. The series continues this 
coming Epiphany, and our focus will be “Thriving.” Pastors 
Samuelson and Jacobson will be leading us on a five-week study 
of Matthew in which we will look closely at how we can more 
fully live and thrive in faith, in our daily lives, how we can more 
fully use the talents God has bestowed on us to enrich the world 
around us, and in so doing, also enrich our own lives. In short, 
how we can thrive. 

We will discuss what it means to “thrive” in our daily lives, to 
take all we have been given and use those gifts daily to honor our 
risen Lord. We’ll be separating our cultural understanding of 
thriving from that of thriving in God’s grace.

Our study of Matthew will take us from Christ’s baptism by John, 
to Christ being tempted in the wilderness, to Christ’s sermon on 
the mount, to Christ’s raising the bar on the Ten Commandments 
and finally to Christ’s feeding of the 5,000. Through these lessons, 
we will endeavor to more fully understand God’s promises to us 
– promises of an abundance that no earthly power can offer. 

BY RON HOVLAND

BY KAREN WALHOF, DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH MINISTRY

 THRIVING IN  
God’s Abundance

VISIBLE SIGNS OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 
IN THE GOSPEL

construction: paint, carpet, white boards, 
cabinets/storage, door upgrades, signage, 
possibly lighting, etc.

What order will projects  
be completed? 
After the above first phase, the exact 
order of the other two phases hasn’t been 
determined at this juncture. We know 
nothing will begin until after Easter, and 
likely it will be the south entrance first, 
followed right up by the sanctuary/nave 
project.

How long will the sanctuary  
be unavailable to us?  
An educated guess at this point is three to 
four months.

Where will we worship  
during that time? 
Hate to overuse the old acronym “TBD,” 
but there it is! Fellowship hall seems the 
natural choice, but the multi-purpose 
room could also be utilized. Early on, 
possibly holding services at a completely 
different location than Good Shepherd, 
was discussed. That, of course, is our least 
favorite option. More to come!

 
 

What is your favorite part  
of this project? 
Working with such enormously talented 
and gifted groups of people! The 
amount of dedication and perseverance 
throughout such a long process is nothing 
short of amazing! 
 
What area of the building do you 
wish we could have included? 
This is a really hard question; I’m not sure 
how to answer that. I instead would ask 
that everyone in the Good Shepherd 
community know and understand how 
challenging a project like this can be. We all 
want – and no one more then myself – to 
make everyone happy with changes to the 
building! Sadly, that is nearly impossible. We 
are doing our very best to be thoughtful 
and prudent with everything we’re 
“touching.” So a majority consensus is 
our goal. Thanks in advance for all of your 
support to that end!

What is the most interesting  
piece of trivia you’ve learned  
from this project?  
The sanctuary tower is five stories high!

The Sunday we received a bucket offering 
for the girls whose scholarships are 
supported by Resources for the Enrichment 
of African Lives (REAL), many Good 
Shepherd members who annually sponsor 
a REAL girl stood with a photo of one of 
those girls. It was a powerful reminder  
of the people we serve in Christ’s name. 
Words were not necessary; the pictures told 
the story.

During the next year we will have several 
opportunities during the offering to hear 
or see how we are serving others – through 
Loaves and Fishes, Onesimus Nesib 
Seminary, the prayer shawl ministry, the 
Green Team, Camden Promise, Aira 

Hospital, Families Moving Forward. Watch 
and listen! Learn how your gifts and your 
actions are transforming the lives of others. 
Outreach at Good Shepherd is global in 
scope and individual in impact. Join in. 
You will be blessed!

Sponsors of girls whose education is supported through 
Resources for the Enrichment of African Lives (REAL) 
display photos of some of the girls during the change 
offering received for REAL.
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BY PASTOR KARL JACOBSON

Advent. A time of Christmas wreaths, of stockings hung by the 
fire with care, and – in certain yards – of inflatable snow 
people and plastic reindeer-drawn sleighs.

Advent, beginning these days on black Friday, and marked by 
the increase of ribbons, by the proliferation of tags, by 
mounting piles of packages, boxes and bags. . . .

But, where does this season, and even the word “advent” 
itself come from?
Advent is a Latin translation of a Greek word that means 
“presents,” i.e. the true meaning of Christmas. Kidding. But 
the word “advent” does come to us from Greek by way of 
Latin, and it means “presence.”

Advent = adventus = ΠΑΡΟΥΣΊΑ (parousia)
Pronounced: PƏˈRUːZIƏ, this word means “presence,” and in 
the Bible is often used to talk about the expected arrival, the 
longed for presence, of God.

Parousia, Advent is about . . .
Donkeys and kings. The promised arrival of God’s Messiah.

“Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey” (Zechariah 9:9).

Advent is about . . .
The unexpected arrival of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in 
Bethlehem.

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel” (Matthew 2:6). 

Advent is about . . .
The promised arrival of Jesus at the end of days.   

“And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is 
revealed we may have confidence and not be put to shame 
before him at his coming” (1 John 2:28).

Advent is about . . .
Our own arrival in the “promised land” of heaven. 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also” (John 14:3).

God’s presence is promised to us in many ways. In the Word 
we hear and learn and proclaim; in the bread and wine of 
Christ’s presence among us; in the name of Jesus which we 
invoke, confident that when we do, there he is (Matthew 
18:20).

Advent is about presence – the “arrival,” the “showing up,” the 
reality of “God with us.” This is Emmanuel, the promise of 
God to be with us, the promise that we take up, and long for, 
and sing for:
 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive  
 Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of  
 God appear.

Our worship during the season of Advent is around the theme 
of longing: 
 
 November 30, Advent 1: “Longing, in Faith”   
 (Habakkuk 2:2–4)

 December 7, Advent 2: “Longing, for the Shepherd”  
 (Ezekiel 34:1–6, 11–16)

 December 14, Advent 3: “Longing, for the Servant”  
 (Isaiah 42:1–9)

 December 21, Advent 4: “(Be)Longing, in God’s   
 Family” (Matthew 1:1–17)

SCRIPTURE STORIES

Faith is a relationship between God and us. And to move us 
deeper into this relationship, we are only given one name: Jesus. 
But isn’t that enough? This name alone has the power to calm 
storms, raise the dead and breathe life into us all.

The Advent Season is fast approaching. This is an anticipated 
time where our hearts and minds long for the coming of Christ. 
What if this year we prepared our homes instead? This would 
mean shifting the focus from ourselves to readying our families 
to receive the Jesus in our midst. 

To help you do this, Children’s Ministries at Good Shepherd 
wants to provide your family with Advent Family Devotions.  

 

Your kit will include:

• A 24-inch live indoor Northern Pine tree.

• Paper ornaments that will help you discover the meaning of 
Jesus’ name. 

• The name and address of a homebound member – someone 
you and your family can visit, bringing along with a plate of 
cookies, during the Christmas season, giving that decorated 
Northern Pine tree as a gift. 

Don’t miss this opportunity! Advent Family Devotion Kits will 
be available on Sunday, November 30, along with instruction 
cards on how to use the devotions. 

Jesus, The Name That Saves

We invite you, and invite you to invite your friends and 
families, to join us as we anticipate and prepare for the arrival 
of Jesus that we will celebrate once again this Christmas.

But of course Advent – longing for the presence of Christ – is 
not just about our worship at church. Advent can also fill up 
our homes and our day-to-day living with hope, excitement 
and joy. 

In our house, each night of the Advent season, we gather 
around one, two, three and then four candles. We sing some 
Christmas songs, enjoy some snacks and treats together, and 
pray for a family and a home lit up with the light of Christ. 
We call them our Advent Parties, and they help us to get ready 
and to invite God’s presence, God’s Advent for us.

 

Whatever you do in this season of expectant longing for the 
presence of Jesus Christ in your homes and in your lives, we 
invite you to pray with us Martin Luther’s Advent Prayer:

Dear Lord, awaken us that we may be prepared to receive your 
Son with joy when he comes, and serve him with a pure heart. 
Graciously hurry the coming of that day. Bless and prepare us 
with wisdom and strength that in the meantime we may walk 
wisely and uprightly. May we joyfully wait for the coming of 
your dear Son and be blessed in him. Amen.

A Time of Advent

BY HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON , DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY



SEEING A NEW WAY | 1312 | SEEING A NEW WAY

BY LAURA HUEPENBECKER

In ninth grade, I was encouraged to spend 
a Saturday at the Plymouth Christian Youth 
Center (PCYC) in Minneapolis to volunteer 
at their annual Christmas gift sale. After 
some coaxing from my confirmation 
friends, I signed up and was excited to 
participate in a unique method of serving 
in an area of Minneapolis to which I had 
never been exposed. The group of friends 
I’d made through Good Shepherd wasn’t 
a quiet one, and only a couple of brave 
souls were willing to transport our 
animated, excitable, rambunctious group 
of pre-teens to PCYC on a chilly December 
morning. Judy and Ben Williamson were 
up to the challenge and gladly accepted 
this (bone-chilling) task. Though I had 
seen the couple around church, our  
parking lot meeting was our first formal 
introduction. I remember being instantly 
impressed by their commitment to Good 
Shepherd and their excitement to be 
serving (in addition to feeling insanely 

jealous of Judy’s candy-cane earrings). I’m 
not the only one who’s been in awe of the 
Williamson’s knack and passion for service; 
their service to Good Shepherd and other 
communities has been hugely impactful. 

The time and energy the Williamsons give 
to Good Shepherd is somewhat dizzying, 
yet their modest views towards their service 
show just how genuine it is. Their 
fingerprints are everywhere in the church, 
as they’ve been a part of many significant 
groups which shape our congregation and 
community. Neither Judy nor Ben are the 
types to brag, so I’ll do it for them: They 
serve on two service teams, supporting and 
coordinating Sunday services several times 
a year. In addition, Judy’s passion for 
children has led to her participation in 
Rally Day, Families Moving Forward, the 
nursery committee, teaching Sunday 
school, serving on the children’s ministry 
youth board and helping with Halloween 

Trunk or Treat. She’s also been an offering 
counter for years. Ben built wooden blocks 
for Tor’s theater classes, participates in the 
scripture art tiles, has barbequed for several 
events, and has served on the property 
committee for several years. Further, the 
couple states, “Our volunteer activities 
outside of church include PCYC and 

Camden Promise, and Ben has participated 
in SWAP and Urban Homeworks for many 
years.” I was surprised to hear this list of 
volunteer items for two reasons. First, I’d 
never heard either of them explain how 
often they volunteer, due to their humble 
personalities. Second, the impact they’ve 
had on our church and other programs is 
hard to fathom. The Williamsons don’t just 
volunteer, they bring sincere passion toward 
causes they care about – and this unique 
passion creates the greatest difference. 
When asked why she serves, Judy replied, 
“I believe we are all called to serve. This 
calling is different for each person. 
Sometimes saying yes to the call is 
uncomfortable, but if I would not have 
said yes years ago, there would have been 
many things I would have missed out on. 
I believe you reap more than you sow.” 

The Williamsons have had strong ties to 
Good Shepherd since their children were 
born. Ben and Judy were married at Good 
Shepherd in 1987 and became members 
in 1989 when their first son, Luke, was 
baptized. Since then, all three of their kids  
– Luke, Logan and Riley – have gone 
through the youth program here, and  
the couple feels blessed to have had  
the opportunity to have their children 
experience a strong program that provides 
a sturdy foundation of faith. They’ve had 
the chance to see big changes in our church 
over the years, and they say of Good 
Shepherd, “One of the many things that 
we have seen grow over the years is the 
music and art programs. For us faith seems 
to resonate through music. We are fortunate 
to have so many talented artists providing 
that.” They add, “Another thing that we 
have seen grow is our global ministry. It’s 
pretty cool to see how far around the world 
we’ve reached from France Avenue.” Their 
commitment to Good Shepherd has 
supported the congregation significantly 
over the many years of their service. 

Ben and Judy’s service has left a profound 
impact on not only the church and 
community, but on their children as well. 
Volunteerism seems to be a genetic trait, 

“SOMETIMES SAYING 
YES TO THE CALL IS 
UNCOMFORTABLE,  

BUT IF I WOULD NOT 
HAVE SAID YES YEARS 
AGO, THERE WOULD 

HAVE BEEN MANY 
THINGS I WOULD HAVE 

MISSED OUT ON.”

as Ben explains why he serves, “Every 
Sunday my mom would volunteer at the 
Union Gospel Mission in St. Paul and she 
would always bring my sister and me 
kicking and screaming. It took a while  
for me to get it. Thanks Mom!” The 
Williamsons told me a story about their 
son, Luke, who was asked by Connie Delzer 
to help paint the Sunday school rooms. He 
said yes, not knowing that he wasn’t simply 
going to be painting the walls, but  
creating two floor-to-ceiling murals for the 
classrooms. Luke hadn’t had any art 
experience like that, but he happily took 
on the challenge and spent a month at 
church working on his paintings. This 
exposure led to other experiences as Judy 
and Ben proudly state, “Since then he has 
painted an entire exhibit at a school of 
science near the college he attended in 
Wisconsin. Funny how saying yes to a call 
can set you up for greater things.” Their 
other son (and also a close friend of mine), 
Riley, has also been positively impacted by 
his parents’ passionate volunteerism. 
Service has brought their family closer, 
especially during SWAP. Riley explains, 

SERVING AS GOOD SHEPHERD’S  
HEART & SOUL “My dad was one of the first people to go 

on SWAP and he went every year except 
for the last one. He made me want to go, 
and it had a profound impact on our family 
because it became an annual event every 
kid in the family participated in.” 

Ben and Judy Williamson have had a huge 
impact on our church, other communities, 
and on their children. I feel very fortunate 
to know them, and look up to their 
astounding commitment and zest for 
public service. I couldn’t agree more with 
their final thoughts: “Through the years 
we have we been a part of this congregation 
we have seen many changes. People have 
come, some have gone, but the heart and 
soul of this church has stayed the same. 
We as a group have a lot to give and share. 
No matter what age bracket you fall into, 
there is always service available.” 

Judy, the Queen of Halloween at Good Shepherd 
on Ewing, was the Cat in the Hat this year.

Riley Williamson (second from the left) and his 
siblings have been inspired by their parents to 
serve in many ways at Good Shepherd, here as a 
part of a SWAP mission trip.

Riley joined Ben on a few SWAP mission trips. Logan, Riley and Ben enjoy serving together.
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WORSHIP & EDUCATION THEMES 
FOR ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, EPIPHANY

The following themes will be central at worship, for Lifelines and for the Wednesday 
Night Bible Study.

November 30, December 7, 14, 21: Living and Longing

 November 30 (1 Advent ) Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:2–4; 3:17–19  
 “Longing, in Faith”
 December 7 (2 Advent) Ezekiel 34:1–6, 11–16 “Longing, for the Shepherd”
 December 14 (3 Advent) Isaiah 42:1–9 “Longing, for the Servant”
 December 21 (4 Advent ) Matthew 1:1–17 “(Be)Longing, in God’s Family”

December 24, 25, 28; January 4: The Birth of Jesus Took Place in This Way

 December 24 Christmas Eve Matthew 1:18–25
 December 25 Christmas Day Matthew 1:18–25
 December 28 The Magi Visit the Infant Jesus Matthew 2:1–12
 January 4 Massacre of the Innocents Matthew 2:13–23

January 11, 18, 25; February 1, 8: Living, Giving and Thriving  

(Epiphany Stewardship Series)

 January 11 Out of these stones, living hearts Matthew 3:1–17  
 “Stewardship of . . . devotion”
 January 18 One cannot live by bread alone Matthew 4:1–17  
 “Stewardship of . . . loyalty”
 January 25 Salt and Light: gifts of life Matthew 5:1–20  
 “Stewardship of . . . witness”
 February 1 Blurred lines/Vibrant faith Matthew 5:21–48  
 “Stewardship of . . . our own saltiness”
 February 8 Walking . . . sinking . . . rising again Matthew 14:13–33  
 “Stewardship of . . . God’s bounty, and our joy”

BY KAREN WALHOF,  
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH MINISTRY

SHARING OUR ABUNDANCE:  
THE 10% FOR MISSION IN THE CAPITAL APPEAL

At the congregational meeting in October, 
when the proposal for the building 
renovation was approved, we also  
approved distribution of 10% of the 
building funds received as part of the 
capital appeal for eight mission partners.

From the beginning of discussions about 
an appeal, it was proposed that we would 
not only use our resources for building 
renovation, but also share our abundance 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. The 
amount for mission, a total of $170,000, 
was designated after meeting with 
community leaders to discuss pressing 
needs in the neighborhood and looking at 
special needs and innovative ministry starts 
at our partner ministries.

After careful consideration, it was 
determined that the capital appeal tithe 
would be used to fund crucial new and 
continuing programs of our ministry 
partners, assist our neighborhood and 
provide an infusion of assistance to our 
global partners in desperate situations. 
Monies will be distributed as they come in 
from the pledges, so payments will be made 
over the next three years. 

Here are the ministries we will fund:

Camden Promise Opportunity Center 
– $10,000

This new ministry at Camden Promise 

offers programs and consultants to  
assist Camden neighbors in securing 
employment. The program partners 
mentors with clients to develop skills  
for long-term employment as well  
as sets systems in place for ongoing 
employment services. 

Community Emergency Services for 
Housing Assistance – $10,000

Community Emergency Services assists 
families in crisis, offering rent subsidies to 
help them stay in their homes. Our gift 
will make ongoing housing possible  
for families when they need short-term, 
critical help.

Lutheran Social Service Home Youth 
Services – $10,000

Lutheran Social Service offers housing, 
basic necessities, counseling, and, if 
necessary, substance abuse treatment to 
teens who have left troubled homes or been 
rejected by their families. This gift will give 
desperate teens a chance.

Fulton Neighborhood Association  
– $5,000

The Fulton Neighborhood Association 
serves our local area, providing a link 
between families, businesses and 
organizations, especially in the area of 
safety, neighborhood awareness and 
advocacy. We appreciate their ongoing 
partnership with the whole community.

Families Moving Forward – $10,000

At Good Shepherd, we are privileged to 
offer overnight accommodations, meals, 
and community to four or more homeless 
families two or three times each year in our 
building. This additional gift from Good 
Shepherd will help Families Moving 
Forward maintain their day program which 
offers a place of safety and a central location 

from which adults and children can go to 
jobs and schools, and seek employment 
and housing.

Augusta Victoria Hospital, Jerusalem  
– $50,000

This major medical facility, established by 
the Lutheran World Federation to care for 
Palestinian refugees, provides basic and 
specialized services otherwise unavailable 
to the Palestinian community. The recent 
warfare in Gaza, as well as the continuing 
violence in Palestine and Israel, make 
Augusta Victoria even more essential to 
the lives of the people there. Its financial 
resources have been curtailed because of 
the conflict. Our gift will provide key 
resources at a time of dire need. 

Onesimus Nesib Seminary, Aira, Ethiopia 
– $50,000

Because of an ever-increasing enrollment 
of women, this Lutheran seminary is in 
desperate need of housing for female 
students. The only dormitory on the 
campus is for men. The women live 
crowded into tiny rooms that formerly 
served as faculty offices; they walk some 
distance for showers and toilets. A women’s 
dormitory would provide crucial living and 
studying space. Our gift will help make 
that residence a reality.

66 West Apartments – $25,000

Our contribution, along with those from 
other area churches (in addition to state 
funding), will help fund the building of  
apartments for homeless youth in the 
Southdale area. It will also make financial, 
social and career counseling programs 
available for its residents.

We are blessed at Good Shepherd to be 
able to reach out to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ with life-transforming assistance.

Sunday mornings

8:15 and 10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

LIFELINES

Sunday mornings

9:30–10:15 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT BIBLE

STUDY

Wednesday evenings

6:00–7:00 p.m.

Narthex

WORSHIP

Pastor Samuelson with the women 
students at Onesimus Nesib Seminary.
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD:  
ENGAGING HUNGER FROM 
A DIFFERENT ANGLE

Members of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd have done 
and are doing marvelous work through local organizations to try 
to lessen the impact of hunger locally. Our Hunger Ministry 
Team, inspired by the impact that this congregation is already 
making, has decided to further engage this community in the 
vast hunger issues that affect so many. We will do this through a 
leading hunger-fighting initiative called Bread for the World. 

Bread for the World is a collective Christian organization that 
works to urge the nation’s decision makers to end hunger both 
in the United States and around the world. Bread’s aim is to make 
a difference through the changing of policies, programs, and 
conditions that allow hunger and poverty to continue, and through 
these changes, help and opportunities can be provided beyond 
the communities that we live in.

The Hunger Ministry Team is excited for Good Shepherd members 
to become involved with Bread for the World (www.bread.org) 
through letter-writing campaigns, Bread for the World Sundays 
and education. The team believes that it is part of our calling as 

children of God to engage these staggering facts of hunger in our 
world and work as hard as we can to feed those who do not have 
enough, to advocate for their right to proper nutrition. We must 
also confront those in “power positions” and inspire them to 
make feeding the hungry and poor a priority. 

The magnitude of hunger in our world can quickly become 
overwhelming. Often it is easier to ask, “I’m just one person; 
what impact can I have on a problem so big?” This community 
knows that its strength lies in the bonds of relationships and in 
its shared, common faith in the ultimate servant, Jesus Christ.

So, it is to Christ that we look as we do what we can to feed and 
provide for those in need. Bread for the World is yet another way 
that this congregation can and should continue this incredibly 
important ministry. As we learn and work together, we can become 
even better vessels for God’s work in this world. 

BY PASTORAL INTERN LAURA LAUGHLIN

GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION

The mission of the Lutheran Church of 
Good Shepherd Foundation is to “To 
develop and manage an endowment that 
enhances and extends the congregation’s 
worship, educational programs and 
ministry” and “to build a legacy of support 
for the congregation and its outreach.”

Since its establishment in 1959, the 
Foundation has funded programs that 
support its mission at the local, regional 
and international levels. In 2014, the 
Foundation has awarded grants to the 
following community programs:

Life Haven (through Lutheran Social 
Services) – A shelter for homeless youth  
in St. Paul.

UpTurnships – A new organization 
launched by congregation member Julie 
Burrows. Its purpose is to find meaningful 
internships for college students to help 
prepare them for post-college careers.

The Foundation has also funded Good 
Shepherd needs such as Vacation Bible 
School as well as education and music 
equipment. In past years, the Foundation 
supported the newly created Performing 
Arts Program led by Tor Johnson, which 
has had great success as an outreach vehicle 
for Good Shepherd. 

“We also have an educational component: 
to get people excited about giving to  
the Foundation,” says Vic Perlbachs, 

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK

Foundation president. “Gifts are given in 
celebration of a life event, in gratitude and 
thanks or in remembrance or honor. These 
gifts make the Foundation strong. Givers 
know that no matter the size of the gift, it 
will keep on giving as the Foundation’s 
funds grow.”

Regionally, grants were given to Families 
Moving Forward, NAMI (National 
Association for Mental Illness) Minnesota 
and to build a medical “cabin” at Wilderness 
Canoe Base Camp in honor of the late 
Pastor Paul Monson. 

In the global arena, Foundation financial 
support has gone to the hospital in Aira, 
Ethiopia, a Lutheran World Federation 
school in Jerusalem and a dormitory project 
at a school in Tanzania.

Grant Selection Criteria and Requests

All requests for potential funding must be 
seed money for a new initiative that will 
be self-supporting in the future or for a 
one-time capital expense to support an 
existing initiative. Moreover, the program 
must be connected to Good Shepherd in 
some way – with anticipated or current 
participation by our members.

Anyone interested in making a grant 
request should refer to the grant request 
forms and guidelines sheet on the Good 
Shepherd website or inquire at the  
church office.

About the Foundation

Nine directors are now at work on the 
board of the Foundation: Vic Perbachs 
(president), John Hjelmeland (vice-
president), David Quello (treasurer), Ginny 
Pearson (secretary), Rob Albright, Ann 
Burckhardt, Renee Raether, David Vander 
Haar and Lynn Wiest. The directors are 
elected from the church membership and 
serve up to three three-year terms.

The Foundation’s goal is to make grants 
with a percentage of the assets of the given 
year. This is a variable from quarter to 
quarter and depends on the specific 
requests. On average the target total 
distribution is $30,000 per year.

How to Make a Donation 

To make a donation to the Good Shepherd 
Foundation, place your check to the 
Foundation in one of the envelopes in the 
pews or visit the office.

Legacy gifts of any amount are welcomed. 
These long-term gifts take the form of 
deferred giving through estate planning, 
provisions in a will or an insurance 
contract. Please confer with Pastor 
Samuelson for more information. 

FUNDS WORTHY  
 CAUSES
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LAND CALLED HOLY
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BY RENEE MAY WITH ANNELA ROVA

Renee May lived in the Old City of Jerusalem in the West Bank 
from September to December 1987 as part of the St. Olaf College 
Term in the Middle East Study Abroad program. Annela Rova 
lived in Beit Jala, near Bethlehem in the West Bank, from August 
2012 to July 2013 with Young Adults in Global Mission. The 
two women sat down together to talk about life in Palestine, 25 
years apart.

1. What was the experience like with the local people?

AR: One word. Hospitality. The love that only a family can give. 
It’s that, “We don’t care where you’ve been, what you’ve done, 
where you come from, we are going to love you,” kind of love. 
That is what I experienced with the people of Palestine. It didn’t 
matter if they were Christian, Jewish or Muslim; they truly 
practiced opening their homes and hearts to the stranger, which 
was me. Weddings were always a time of joy, gathering and 
celebration regardless of what was going on externally. All of my 
friends took me in as family. My best friend Amira would literally 
just call me to make sure I was ok and had enough food and 
things. The women were all very beautiful and dressed to the 
nines. The culture was still very separated between men and 
women, so I learned not to look men in the eyes and just hung 
out with female friends. Being a woman in Palestine was like 
being in some secret club where you all shared your pains, recipes 
and joys.

RM: I experienced enveloping hospitality as well. I became friends 
with the daughter of one of our host families who was my age. 
Rula and I shared giggles and sadness and long conversations 
about life in Palestine vs. in the United States. I attended dinners 
and a wedding with her family, and her mom would put sweet 
perfume on us en route to events to make us smell as beautiful 
as she said we looked. Rula’s family owned a car rental agency in 
East Jerusalem. This made it easy for us to get around because 
her family had access to license plates that were waived through 
the Israeli checkpoints. 

As St. Olaf students, we also volunteered once a week at the 

Friends Girls School in the Palestinian city of Ramallah. The 
children were delighted to play games with us as well as have us 
teach English and math classes. The adults at the school were 
concerned that these children were growing up only knowing life 
in an occupied state and wanted to instill hope in the future for 
these young people.

2. How were the living conditions while you were there?

RM: We stayed at the German Lutheran Guesthouse in the Old 
City of Jerusalem. The living conditions were safe and modern. 
When the intifada began in December 1987, Israeli military 
troops demanded entry into the guesthouse where we were staying 
– ignoring a long-standing boundary and trust with the guesthouse 
owner. From that point on, it became difficult for our St. Olaf 
group to move around the country – just as it was for the 
Palestinians. We were advised not to travel to Friends Girls School 
anymore.

AR: I lived in Beit Jala, which is a suburb of Bethlehem in the 
West Bank. Our living situation was very similar to living in 
urban poverty. Our water was limited to 200 gallon tanks that 
sat on the roof of the cramped housing. There were people 
everywhere. Our electricity would be cut out – especially when 
riots and protests were ensuing. No dryer, no hot water. And for 
five months, my roommate and I did not have a shower so we 
took “bucket baths” by boiling water in a big pot and pouring it 
on ourselves with a cup. We still had TV and Internet access. We 
also had toilets, sinks, couches etc. Just nothing was in the best 
of shape, and our resources were limited. If you walked a block 
down from our flat, you would find yourself in a refugee camp 
where the living conditions were even more limited.

3. What does the Palestinian State Occupation mean?

RM: As a country under occupation, Palestinians do not hold 
globally recognized passports or have member representation at 
the United Nations. It is difficult to travel within the country as 
well as abroad. In 1987, we observed new Israeli settlements being 

built in the occupied territory of Palestine throughout the West 
Bank – even though this land was not part of Israel.

AR: Some of my friends’ high school diplomas and college degrees 
were not considered legitimate if they were obtained in Palestine 
because it is not a recognized country. The country is military 
occupied by Israel, which means the military is everywhere, 
speaking a different language and with no ties or obligation to 
the people of Palestine. One way to imagine this is like having 
police from Canada living in your house in the United States for 
five decades, telling you what you can and can’t do according to 
Canadian law.

4. How has the situation in Palestine and Israel affected the 
global Lutheran community and how will our support of Augusta 
Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem make a difference?

AR: The Lutherans have been in Israel and Palestine since the 
1850s. They have very strong roots there and are a beacon of 
support and hope for all those involved in the conflict. The 
Lutheran church has six schools and one hospital. They are the 
only entity that provides services in the form of education and 
medical care to all peoples. This is a huge responsibility, and they 
struggle a lot to stay objective and keep their foothold as a place 
of refuge and support. Because they are a minority Christian 

entity, they are constantly under watch of the majority Jewish-
Israeli government and military. Many of their projects, especially 
the Augusta Victoria Hospital, are always being threatened to be 
under Israeli government control. I saw this when I was there 
when the Lutheran World Federation created a small football 
field to benefit the local residents who have no green space. The 
Israeli government was, and still is trying to, put a building project 
in the same spot.

Supporting Augusta Victoria Hospital financially helps keep their 
location in Jerusalem. It helps them continue to offer medical 
care for any and all. They are currently in a cash crisis because of 
all of the victims from the wars on Gaza. Many of the victims 
don’t have income as they are refugees. Without funding, there 
is always a fear that the Israeli government will somehow confiscate 
the land on the Mount of Olives. This land has been under 
ownership of the Lutherans since the 1850s, so for this to happen 
would be devastating for all who count on this as a place of 
employment, refuge and care.

For additional information, visit:
Friends School, Ramallah  
http://www.palfriends.org/schoolhistory.php
Lutheran World Federation and Augusta Victoria Hospital 
http://lwfjerusalem.org
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4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

Camden Promise  
Food Shelf
December 6
January 3
February 7

Change Sunday
November 30 -  
Onesimus Nesib Seminary

Communion to All 
Homebound Members
November 30

Families Moving  
Forward
December 1–6
January 11–17

First Sunday  
Food Shelf
December 7
January 4
February 1

Loaves and Fishes
January 20
March 16

LSS Northport Home
December 15

Meals on Wheels
December 29–January 2
February 9–13
March  23–27

Quilters
December 11
January 8
February 12

Urban Homeworks
December 13
January 10
February 14

Willie Wonka & the 
Chocolate Factory
December 11, 12, 13

Serve God, SERVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

See the Join In booklet for 
January–August 2015 for 
all the worship,welcome/
hospitality, learning, 
connecting/caring and 
outreach ministry 
opportunities at  
Good Shepherd.


