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ON THE COVER: The Tallakson Family.

Front: Ty & Penny. Middle: Heidi & Elsa.  
Back: Lee & Faye.

Greetings, dear friends in Christ!

I am so looking forward to this fall with ministries in full swing again. Do you remember when 
you were a child, and you were feeling just a little on the outside of things, and what a thrill it was 
to be asked to join in the game others were playing? We hope to generate a similar excitement this 
fall by extending the invitation to “join in” Good Shepherd’s ministries. On pages 14-16 you will 
discover a piece called “Join In” which will give you an idea of many of the ways this dynamic 
congregation is involved in ministries and places you can “join in”! On Rally Day (see page 5) you 
will receive a booklet with the “join in” ministries listed plus other activities, events and ministries. 
In this issue you will also begin to get to know our interim director of Adult Education, Medhat 
Yoakiem (page 6). Medhat grew up in Egypt and brings with him a Middle-eastern perspective 
on the interpretation of our biblical texts as well as being well-versed in the Christian/Muslim 
dialogue. Karen Walhof is our new interim coordinator of Outreach/Mission. Look to page 11 for 
new outreach ministries and to page 11 for information on the Blessing of the Animals and our 
Barking Lot Café this October!

Our lead article is a touching article about one of our three-generation families at Good Shepherd. 
The Tallaksons are one of our families who have passed on the faith, generation to generation, 
“the holy waters of Baptism rushing through us, from one generation to another.” (pages 12-13 ) 
This is indeed a congregation that is looking out for one another – globally, locally and inside this 
community of faith.

As Lee and Faye Tallakson laid a solid foundation of faith for their children, and Ty and Penny are 
now laying an equally strong foundation for their daughters Heidi and Elsa, so has this congregation 
been involved in laying a solid foundation of faith throughout its 90-year history. As Ty Tallakson 
said, “We are standing on the shoulders of giants.” 

Look for the article on Heritage Sunday and our celebration of over 90 years together in ministry 
on page 7. This congregation’s history is one of moving forward together, boldly and faithfully. As 
we continue that forward-moving process in the Path Forward conversation (page 5) we do so, 
building on those faithful giant shoulders who have come before us.

As always, it is wonderful to be together and to be in ministry together.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Debra Samuelson

Together... Seeing a new way... Reaching out with hope
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8:30       Worship service

9:45       Education for all ages

11:00     Worship service

Second service is at 10:00 a.m. through 
September 2, 2012

Join us on Sunday mornings!  Worship times return to our fall schedule on September 9, 2012
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Our Path Forward cottage gatherings have been going very well, 
with a cross-section of ages and interests represented. There is a 
clear love and enthusiasm for this congregation and its future! 
Worship, Welcome, Past Presidents and Education/Spiritual 
Formation have met. In August, Care of our Members, Steward-
ship and Outreach/Mission will be meeting August 8, 15 and 
22 respectively.  We will continue gatherings into the fall.

Council has contracted with Kairos, a national Christian Resource 
Development group,  to assist us in putting together a compre-

hensive plan for moving forward together. Keith Magnuson, 
who was an associate pastor at Good Shepherd from 1990 to 
1998 and loves Good Shepherd, is now a principal owner of 
Kairos and will be the one working with us.  Good Shepherd 
will be well served!

Reports of each of the cottage gatherings have been printed in 
the bulletin inserts. If you have missed any of the inserts, there 
are extra copies available at the Welcome Center.

Last year our year-long stewardship theme was “Sunday to 
Monday.” We asked: How do we take our Sunday faith into our 
Monday lives? Throughout the year we focused on connections 
between what we hear and experience Sunday mornings and our 
day-to-day lives. How do we give everything to God? And how 
do we experience God as a part of everything we do?

This year our year-long stewardship theme will be “Seeing a New 
Way . . .” How does taking our Sunday faith into our Monday 
lives affect the way we see all of life? Viewing the world through 
the lens of “Seeing a New Way” allows us to see that it’s all God’s, 
and it allows us to see the abundance in all of creation.

Viewing the world, expecting to “see a new way” allows us to 
remember the promise that God always has the last word – that 

the dead ends in our lives are God’s opportunity for a fresh start, 
that the barrenness of our lives, God sees as fertile ground for 
new, fresh growth (Walter Brueggemann).

A couple years ago we asked people to bring stories and pictures 
of God’s abundance in your lives, and we posted them on the 
Abundance Wall. Expect to see the Abundance Wall again this fall 
(page 10). Think about stories of God’s abundance in your lives, 
and bring those stories and pictures of that abundance this fall.

This fall as we talk about the mission of Good Shepherd and we 
ask for your pledges of financial support, we will also be remem-
bering the 90 years this congregation has been responding to 
the Word of God. I am excited about the future of this wonder-
ful, vibrant congregation!

BY PASTOR DEBRA SAMUELSON

BY RALPH JOHNSON

Hardanger fiddles, two visiting choral 
ensembles, a special cantata with orchestra 
by our adult choir and the debut of a new 
youth choir are just some of the exciting 
elements that are scheduled to enliven our 
worship at Good Shepherd as we move 
from the summer season to Rally Sunday 
and beyond. Here are the highlights:

August 26 –  
Twin Cities Hardingfelelag

We welcome this wonderful ensemble of 
Hardanger fiddlers, led by Rachel Jensen, 
who will share their unique and delightful 
Scandinavian folk-based music during both 
services (8:30 a.m. in the courtyard and 
10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary).

September 9 (Rally Sunday) –  
Good Shepherd Choirs Return!

As we return to our regular 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m. schedule, our worship at both services 
will feature music sung and led by our own 
Good Shepherd Choir, Choristers, and 

Cantáre – Good Shepherd’s brand-new 
musical ensemble for 7th-12th grade youth.

October 7 – Magnum Chorum, 
Dr. Christopher Aspaas,  
Music Director

Our celebration of Good Shepherd’s 90th 
anniversary will be enhanced by the appear-
ance of one of the Twin Cities’ finest choral 
ensembles. Founded by alumni of the St. 
Olaf College choral program, Magnum 
Chorum has grown to include singers from 
many (mostly Lutheran) college choirs, 
and enjoys a growing reputation for expres-
sive singing and inspired programming. 
Music Director Christopher Aspaas is 
associate professor of choral/vocal music 
at St. Olaf College, where he conducts the 
Chapel Choir and Viking Chorus. 

 November 4 (All Saints’ Sunday) 
– Requiem by Gabriel Fauré

The Good Shepherd Choir, with orchestral 
accompaniment, will present Fauré’s 
beautiful masterwork of sacred music as 

the morning liturgy on this special day of 
remembrance and gratitude for all the 
saints – past, present, and future – through 
whose lives the grace and love of God in 
Jesus Christ have been made known to the 
world.

November 25 – The Imuka  
Singers of Tanzania

This 30-person ensemble of highly talented 
musicians from the northwestern shores 
of Lake Victoria will provide music for 
both our 8:30 and 11:00 worship services, 
and will also share their combination of 
passionate choral singing, authentic African 
dance and powerful drumming rhythms 
for an intergenerational program in the 
sanctuary during the learning hour between 
services. The Imuka Singers, led by Smart 
Baitani, strive to inspire people all across 
the globe to glorify God and foster cultural 
ties with the world. This will be an exciting 
cross-cultural worship and educational 
experience – not to be missed! 

Key Worship Events  
            For Late Summer and Fall 2012

My faith and my life have been shaped in many ways by this 
congregation. The gospel proclaimed in word and sacrament, the 
gospel lived out in service and witness has been transformative 
for me.

Recently I was in a meeting with a bunch of lawyers, and one of 
them said he and his wife didn’t attend worship anymore (at a 
nearby congregation); they just didn’t feel like they belonged there 
now. I said, “48th and France. Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Extraordinary preaching, great music, passionate 
service. You will love it there. Come!” I should have added, “But 
watch out, it may change your life!” 

I am so excited about the outreach currently in place and the 
possibilities right before us. I think outreach is a three-pronged 
ministry – invitation (we might have called it evangelism in 
another time), service and companionship. We invite others to 
be a part of our life together; we serve in God’s name; we walk 
together with our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world. 
Good Shepherd offers many opportunities to reach out. If you 
are interested in inviting or serving or walking with God’s people 
in other places, let me know. I’m sure there’s a perfect ministry 
for your gifts at Good Shepherd.

Our family in Ethiopia is part of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yesus. Mekane Yesus means, in Amharic, “the place where 
Jesus lives.” I hope people outside our walls, through our outreach, 
will see Good Shepherd too as “the place where Jesus lives.”

BY KAREN WALHOF
INTERIM OUTREACH COORDINATORReflectionReflection



1.  Can you give us a little 
background on yourself? 

  I grew up in Minya, Egypt, and am now 
an American citizen. My hometown is 75 
percent Christian, which is very different 
than the rest of Egypt. I started in 
the Coptic Christian Church, which 
is very traditional and similar to the 
Greek Orthodox Church. I moved 
to the Presbyterian Church when I 
was in middle school.

2.  Why did you become a 
pastor? 

  My Presbyterian pastor in Minya 
profoundly influenced me. He saw my 
questions about faith as very positive and 
an indication of my potential. With this 
pastor’s help, I went back to high school 
and prepared for seminary. 

3. Tell me about your family. 
  My wife, Stacy, and I have one child, 

Sebastian, who just turned one. Stacy has 
a master of arts degree in history from 
Luther Seminary and a master of arts 
degree in education from the University 
of St. Thomas. She is a licensed social 
studies teacher. We live just off campus 
at Luther Seminary. Back in Egypt, I have 
four brothers; I’m the only brother who 
lives in America. All my brothers live in 
the same building as my parents.

4.  What brought you to America? 
  Well, Stacy! And my dreams of more 

education. I have a master’s degree in 
Middle Eastern Christianity from the 
Presbyterian Seminary in Cairo. I’m 
currently pursuing a master’s degree in 
theology from Luther Seminary, with a 
focus on Christian-Muslim relations.

5.  What is your first impression of 
Good Shepherd?  

  This is a really welcoming community. 
People aren’t threatened by difference.  
I really appreciate that.

6.   What do you hope 
for your time at Good 
Shepherd? 

    I hope that our dialogue 
can be open and honest. 
I hope we can build trust. 
I’m here to learn from you, 
too. Good relationships 
built on trust will be a 
great environment for 
learning.

7. Tell me more. 
  We have the opportunity to build a 

bridge of trust that can hold the weight 
of discussion of some tough questions. 
With this bridge, it will be okay to talk 
about these subjects of culture and 
religion. 

8. What are your hobbies? 
  I love soccer. The second thing is reading. 

And I love discussion. I do it as a hobby.

9.  What’s you favorite food in 
America?  

  I like everything, that’s my problem. My 
favorite is pigs-in-a-blanket, my father-in-
law’s secret recipe.

10.   Has anyone ever told you have an 
infectious giggle? 

  Well, they’ve said I smile a lot and have a 
happy soul!
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BY JULIE BURROWS

Medhat Yoakiem
Interim Director of  

Adult Education

QUESTIONS FOR

We had a wonderful second annual Summer Musical 
Theater Camp! Eighty kids and 14 staff participated. 
Ten of our staff members came from different high 
schools in the area. We’re looking forward to doing 
two sessions next summer.

This summer we also began our first Summer Clas-
sical Comedy venture. We’re hoping to make this 
production another of our annual shows.

Speaking of annual shows, “Annie” will be our annual 
Christmas musical this year. It will provide another 
opportunity to do a show for all ages. Rehearsals will 
begin in early October. The performances will be in 
mid-December. There will be a little auditioning 
required this time to cast a girl as Annie. Auditions 
will take place in late September. More details will 
follow in the near future.

If you have any interest in performing, please contact 
me, Tor Johnson, director of performing arts, at  
tor.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

BY TOR JOHNSON 
DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING ARTS

UPCOMING  
EVENTS: 

GOLDEN  
SHEPHERDS 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
“Why Jesse James Should Not 
Have Come to Minnesota.”

Mike Hanson, retired Southwest 
High School history teacher, will 
share his insights on the infamous 
robber who helped make 
Northfield, Minnesota, famous.

Our program will be in fellowship 
hall, with a luncheon buffet at 12:30 
p.m., followed by Hanson’s talk.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4
We have a tentative reservation 
for a 10:30 a.m. tour of the Federal 
Reserve Bank and will contact 
the bank tours department for 
confirmation in early August.  
Look for more information in the 
Golden Shepherds book at the 
reception desk in the church office, 
on the monthly calendar and the 
Sunday bulletin inserts.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
The 12:30 p.m. luncheon in 
Fellowship Hall will be followed by 
a special speaker to be announced.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13
Mark your calendar for our annual 
Golden Shepherds Christmas 
buffet and program. It’s always 
the biggest get-together of our 
program year!

BY KAREN WILKINSON

Life passages in our 
community of faith

THEATER
a look back and 
a look forward

DEATHS: Eunice Fettig  
1923 -2012

BY RALPH JOHNSONEl Minya

Cairo

Nile River

EGYPT

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH, GRADES 7-12! 

This fall we are offering a brand-new opportunity for you and 
your friends to make music together, and to share it with all the 
people of Good Shepherd as members of our new choral 
ensemble, Cantáre (from an ancient Latin word meaning “to 
sing”). In Cantáre, we will experience music of many styles and 
cultures, and will provide lively and exciting leadership for 
Sunday morning worship services about twice a month, as well 
as for festival services such as Christmas and Easter. Rehearsals 
will be held on Wednesday evenings, from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. in 
the choir room, beginning September 5. If you are interested 
in checking out Cantáre—as a singer, or perhaps to play an 
instrument (or both)—please send an email to Good Shepherd’s 
(and Cantáre’s) music director, Ralph Johnson (ralph.johnson@
goodshepherdmpls.org). 

Cantáre Good Shepherd’s 
New Youth Choir

Attaining one’s 90th birthday is truly a milestone. And, again this 
year, Good Shepherd will honor congregation members who have 
celebrated the Big 90 during 2012. These nonagenarians will be 
honored on Heritage Sunday. It’s October 7 this year and falls on 
the same day that the congregation is celebrating its 90th birthday. 

The newly-minted 90-year-olds are John  Curry, Irene Grangaard, 
Kay Holzinger, Leslie Lorentson, Samuel Morison, Warren Spencer, 
Betty Stake and M.C. (Bud) Thorvilson. They join about 35 
members who have already marked that important birthday. 

Special music for Heritage Sunday will be provided by Magnum 
Chorum, an auditioned choral ensemble with roots in the Lutheran 
college choral tradition. This wonderful choir is conducted by Dr. 
Christopher Aspaas of St. Olaf College. 

Members who are normally homebound are also invited to this 
service in hopes they may enjoy one Sunday with us in worship. 

After worship, those now 90 and members of their families will be 
honored at a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 

Those serving on this year’s Heritage Sunday committee are Phil 
Davidson (chair), David Christenson. Phil Delzer, Janet Fystrom, 
Mary Ireland, Bev Johnson, Ginny Pearson, Sally Peterson and 
Karen Wilkinson. This is the congregation’s 14th Heritage Sunday. 

Heritage Sunday Will Be October 7

Introducing 

BY ANN BURCKHARDT
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Sacred Grounds coffee shop has become an amazing brew of 
experiences both for the baristas as well as those enjoying the 
fruits of their labors.

Started less than a year ago, the coffee shop is becoming a 
regular part of the routine for many to share conversation on 
Sunday morning. It has also become a frenetic hub of activity 
on Wednesday evenings where children’s choirs cross paths with 
confirmation classes, adult choirs and post-Wednesday-dinner 
attendees in a span of a mere 20 minutes. It’s a great opportu-
nity to meet people where they are in life, catch up on things 
that are happening and learn more about how we can grace 
the lives of those around us both inside and outside our build-
ing.

Here are a few snapshots of Sacred Grounds experiences:

“I love working in the coffee shop because it is always a fun 
experience. Whenever I help, I’m always smiling and laughing! 
My favorite job is doing the pumps, because I love smelling 
the syrups. I have learned how to work in a team and balance 
a budget.” – Annika

“My favorite drink is a decaf vanilla white chocolate mocha. 
What I like about the flavorful combination is that it’s a drink 
that not many coffee shops have. Sometimes I become nervous 
when choosing a flavor here because our coffee shop provides 
many wonderful options, but I’m always willing to help others 
in their decision-making.” – Emma

“I love working at the coffee shop. I meet many people I might 
not otherwise have the opportunity to interact with. It’s a fun, 
casual way to get to know both those that work the coffee shop 
shifts, and those that are ordering a coffee.” – Erienne

“My positive reactions to the coffee shop are both direct and 
indirect. I love being able to get my morning coffee before 
working in the childcare center. It’s always good to stay caffein-
ated while keeping up with all the bright and shiny faces!

Indirectly, I enjoy the fellowship and sense of community I feel 
while visiting in the narthex. It’s a great way to connect with 
old friends and also meet new people. My only negative reac-
tion would be, Do you deliver?” – Ingrid

Since the fall of 1995 “Over Coffee” has been a must attend 
for Good Shepherd members and a host of our neighborhood 
friends. The idea was generated to create the series in which 
community members could interact with people whose careers 
and concerns held general interest. It is motivated by the 
conviction that the church, as a public institution, provides 
a platform where all issues of human concern can be discussed. 

There will be a five-week series beginning October 11th–
November 8th and another five-week series will be held in 
February - March 2013. A complete listing of programs for 
both the fall series  and, later, the spring series will be on the 
church’s web site: www.goodshepherdmpls.org or call the 
church, 612-927-8849.

Outstanding speakers are a draw, but there 
is also Caribou coffee and Breuggers 
bagels for attendees. The program oper-
ates with a grant from the church’s 
foundation as well as donations by 
attendees. 

The most recent series of Thursday 
evening events featured speakers such as 

Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Justice Lorie Skjerven 
Gildea, musician and recent Prairie Home Companion guest 
Dan Chouinard, Peter Hutchinson, the Independence Party 
candidate for governor, Neal & Leandra, local musical duo 
who perform on the Prairie Home Companion program, 
Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman of Temple Israel, former congress-
man Jim Ramstad, author Eric Utne, TV personality Donna 
Erickson, former Governor Arne Carlson (pictured), and 
Margaret Anderson-Kelliher candidate for governor and 
speaker of the Minnesota house of representatives.

The list of those who have appeared on Over Coffee in years 
past reads like a Who’s Who of the Twin Cities. The list 
includes former Vice President Walter. Mondale; former 
Congressman Tim Penny; Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak; 
Jim Klobuchar, former Star Tribune columnist; Stanley 
Hubbard of Hubbard Broadcasting; Mike Veeck, president 
of the St. Paul Saints baseball team; former St. Paul Mayor 
George Latimer; and several Minneapolis Public School 
superintendents over the years.

Coffee  
Stirs  
Togetherness!You may have asked this very question 

before and for good reason. Each October 
Protestant churches around the world 
celebrate this day. The Reformation took 
place 495 years ago, an amount of time 
that seems like an eternity today in our 
instant culture. So, what is the Reforma-
tion, why was it important, and why do 
we continue to celebrate it each year? 

As anyone who has been through confirma-
tion studies knows, the Reformation goes 
all the way back to Martin Luther, from 
whom the Lutheran church receives its 
name. On October 31, 1517, Martin 
Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on 

the church door in Wittenberg, protesting 
some of the doctrines, rituals, and actions 
of the Roman Catholic Church.

Initially, Luther hoped to reform the 
Catholic Church not birth a new church 
body. Many people agreed with Luther and 
saw the Roman Catholic Church as corrupt 
and broken. At that time, the Catholic 
Church was the only major church; that 
left people without any alternative for 
religious life – very different than the 
variety of churches we have today! 

The Reformation was a difficult struggle 
within the church; it didn’t happen over-
night. But eventually other church bodies 

developed, the European culture was 
changed completely, and theological 
viewpoints were openly discussed.

What does the Reformation mean for us? 
It opened the doors for people to worship 
and read the Bible in their own native 
languages, it positioned governments and 
religion to be separate, and it created 
freedom to establish churches with differ-
ing theologies! If the Reformation had not 
occurred, our church life would be very 
different!

Today many Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches mark this day together, 
as a way of celebrating our common faith.

BY ELLA KRAFVE AND RICH MAY

BY PASTOR JONATHAN LUND

What is the  
Reformation? 

Join other parents who have children in kinder-
garten through grade five for a time of connec-
tion, fellowship and wondering together about 
how the stories in the Bible relate to our lives 
today. We will meet on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room across from 
Fellowship Hall. Get a coffee from Sacred 
Grounds Coffee Shop, join your children for 
Seeds opening, then come to the Fireside Room 
for time to connect with other parents! My 
husband, Rich, and I will facilitate this group 
each week. Come as you are!

Do you want to meet new and amazing people? Would you like to learn 
more about how Lutherans read the Bible, pray and worship? Would you 
like to learn more about this vibrant community of faith? Join us for a new 
member class! 

There are several options this fall. The Sunday morning series meets for 
four Sundays (September 16, 23, 30, and October 14) at 9:45 a.m. If it’s 
more convenient, attend a one-day class from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 29. People attending these classes, who decide they 
would like to join the congregation, will be received as members on October 
21 at the 11:00 service. 

A second Saturday class will be offered on November 17, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. People from this class, who decide they would like to join 
the congregation, will be received as members on December 2 at the 11:00 
service. 

All classes will be held in the parlor on the upper level. Please note: Atten-
dance at these classes does not obligate you to membership. We have a 
great time together and look forward to seeing you!

BY PASTOR DEBRA SAMUELSON

BY HERB MORGENTHALER

BY RENEE MAY

NEW THIS FALL
Parents & Faith New member classes! 

Attracting 
‘pretty good 
speakers’



LIFELINES – FALL 2012
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Good Shepherd has been involved with 
Families Moving Forward (FMF) for the 
past 16 years, and it has been a very 
important part of our local mission work. 
Hosting FMF means offering a week’s 
overnight shelter and support to families 
who are homeless.

There are usually four families who come 
at about 5:30 for dinner, hang out with 
people from Good Shepherd and then 
have a good night’s rest. (Sunday school 
rooms are transformed into bedrooms, 
using beds supplied by the FMF organiza-
tion.) Then, with a hearty breakfast in the 
morning, they set out for the day at school, 
work or the FMF day center, returning 
again at dinner time.

I, personally, have been a part of FMF for 
as long as I can remember. Starting when 
I was two years old my dad, Bob, had me 
(along with my two sisters) helping with 
child care and whatever else he, as an FMF 

leader, needed us to do. When I was 
younger it gave me some responsibil-
ity and helped me see the value in 
helping others. And now that I am 
older (well, 17!), I can more clearly 
see the difference that we are able to make 
in others’ lives. And all it takes is a couple 
hours of playing with some really fun kids!

There are so many different things that 
people can do during that week, from 
little things such as bringing over snacks 
or serving a meal to doing child care or 
being an overnight host and having a sleep 
over at the church. This is also a great 
opportunity for families with kids because 
while you relax and chat over a good 
dinner, your kids play with others or watch 
a movie and become involved in the world 
of volunteering.

Something my dad once wrote about why 
we help with FMF has stuck with me: 
“The simple act of feeding the hungry, 

housing the homeless and showing fel-
lowship to our neighbors is the core of 
what we believe as Christians and what 
we teach our children every Sunday in 
Sunday school.” When we start applying 
our Christian values to our actions, we 
learn to experience God in a deeper way.

Good Shepherd next hosts Families 
Moving Forward September 16-22.

Active volunteer Emma Stein set off for Spain 
soon after writing this. She will be a senior 
at Edina High School come September.

EXPERIENCE GOD  
at Families Moving Forward

Those with beloved animals will want to 
be on hand for the “Blessing of the 
Animals” at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
October 6, on the plaza in front of the 
church. Actually, come at 8:30 for the 
“Barking Lot Café” which precedes the 
service. All members of the congregation 
are invited as well as the neighborhood.

The“Barking Lot Café” will offer coffee 
-shop drinks, human treats, pet treats and 
water.

Pastor Debra Samuelson will preside at 
the “Blessing of the Animals.” All animals 
are welcome, but they should be leashed 
or kenneled – we don’t want any mishaps 
or confrontations!

The blessing of the animals often is held 
near the commemoration date of St. 
Francis of Assisi. Francis grew up the son 
of a wealthy merchant, but, after a reckless 

youth, he gave up all his possessions to 
devote himself to a life of poverty and 
preaching the gospel. Many of the stories 
that surround the life of St. Francis deal 
with his love for animals. Francis preached 
the universal ability and duty of all crea-
tures (human and beasts) to praise God. 
He also taught that people ought to protect 
and enjoy nature as both the stewards of 
God’s creation and as creatures themselves.

He wrote the hymn text, “All creatures of 
our God and King,” in Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship (ELW 835). On the 
ELW calendar of commemorations; he is 
listed as a renewer of the faith. 

If you have questions or are willing to help 
with this event, contact Connie Delzer 
(612-927-8849 or connie.delzer@good-
shepherdmpls.org) or Karen Walhof 
(612-618-1439 or k.walhof@goodshep-
herdmpls.org). 

First “Blessing  
of the Animals”  

Set for Saturday, 
October 6

SEPTEMBER 16 

MEDHAT 
YOAKIEM 
DIRECTOR OF 
ADULT  
EDUCATION

Creation
We will try to put some light on 
the history of ancient Near East to 
understand the context of where 
Genesis was written. We will look for 
any relation between our biblical story 
and other ancient epics about creation 
from Mesopotamia or ancient Near 
East. What can we learn from the story 
of creation as a people of faith, and how 
do we apply it in our modern life?

SEPTEMBER 23 

“URBAN HOMEWORKS” 
Rebuilding Neighborhoods. 
Reconciling People.  
Reclaiming Hope. 

SEPTEMBER 30

MEDHAT YOAKIEM 
DIRECTOR OF ADULT EDUCATION

Abraham
We will try to understand why Abraham 
is so important to Jews, Christians and 
Muslims. Is Abraham, in the Bible, a 
part of the solution or the problem in the 
Middle East today? How do Christians 
in the Middle East understand the story 
of Abraham? 

OCTOBER 7 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 
90th Anniversary Celebration in 
the Narthex

OCTOBER 14 

PASTOR  
KEITH  
MAGNUSON 
Abundance

OCTOBER 21 

FELLOWSHIP ONE UPDATE 

OCTOBER 28 

LIFELINES AND SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
All Church Service Project

NOVEMBER  
4, 11 & 18 

DR. EARL  
SCHWARTZ 

NOVEMBER 25 

LIFELINES AND  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Imuka Singers of Tanzania
Intergenerational program of choral 
singing, authentic African dance, and 
powerful drumming rhythmsPASTOR KEITH 

MAGNUSON

DR. EARL 
SCHWARTZ

CONNIE 
PLAYING 
CARDS  
AND EMMA 
GETS A HUG

BY PASTOR JONATHAN LUND

BY EMMA STEIN

When you turn on the news, think about your story and the story of those 
in your life. It can feel like life is anything but abundant. But as God’s 
children, we have a different story and a unique lens through which we 
look at life. In God’s story, we see life coming in death and new beginnings 
happening in endings. In a world that can seem absent of abundance, 
through God’s eyes we start to see God’s abundance everywhere. 

This fall Good Shepherd invites you on a journey of abundance! On this 
journey together we look in our world and in our own lives, and we discover 
God’s abundance. God’s abundance will surprise us. We will take those 
surprises along with God’s abundance and share them together on God’s 
abundance wall. Throughout this year, this wall will beautifully tell a story 
about how God is moving and working in our lives. 

Where is God’s abundance in your life?

Abundance, 
  abundance, 
abundance! 

MEDHAT YOKIEM

BY ANN L. BURCKHARDT



“Church has always been part of us,” Lee says. And 
after his military service, when Lee and Faye moved to 
Minneapolis, they visited Good Shepherd. “We ended 
up loving it at Good Shepherd, and we have loved it 
ever since.” All of Lee and Faye’s four children are deeply 
involved in their congregations. Lee notes, “Hopefully 
we laid a solid enough foundation, and they saw how 
important it was to us.” Mission accomplished.

Ty says his parents “did a masterful job, leading by 
example.” He and Penny try to “create and maintain 
a faithful lifestyle, leading by example” for their children 
too. “You get back what you put in,” Ty says. 

Relationships are important to them. Penny says, “It’s 
important to us that we can walk in and know people 
at Good Shepherd.” Teaching Sunday school was a 
special opportunity to expand their circle. Penny says, 
“What a good chance to meet not only the kids you 
teach, but also their parents and brothers and sisters!”

Heidi also sees the importance of relationships. “It’s an 
honor to have grown up at Good Shepherd. So many 
friendly, nice people are looking out for me.” Involve-
ment in drama productions has been especially 
meaningful; she says, “You get to know people, and it 
feels like they’re your family.” In fact, Heidi and Lee 
shared the stage in “Scrooge.” She adds, “Confidence 
and participation come naturally when you see it in 
your parents and grandparents.”

Theirs is a past to cherish and a present to celebrate. 
But what of the future? Lee is sure of one thing,  
“For the overall success of the church, people have to 
step up.” 

Ty adds, “We’ve seen the ebb and flow over the years 
at Good Shepherd, the good times and the bad times. 
Now we see where we are today. It takes stick-to-it-
iveness.” He admires some of the ways earlier genera-
tions have built this church: “We are standing on the 
shoulders of giants.”

And isn’t that the joy of a community of faith? It never 
begins and ends with us. At Good Shepherd, an earlier 
generation built the building we inhabit and established 
a heritage that we still embrace. We have added our 
own imprint, using the gifts God has given, responding 
to the onrush of social change and expanded technol-
ogy and information, celebrating the global span of 

God’s church. We have found joy in this place and 
created our own way of living and serving together.

Yet, we cringe at the fact that the church is less impor-
tant in the lives of so many in our culture, and we ask: 
How can we show Christ to our neighbors? How can 
we be witnesses that demonstrate in our lives the depth 
and breadth of God’s love for us? Just as important: 
How can we make Good Shepherd a place where our 
children’s faith is nurtured and developed, where each 
one knows “people are looking out for me”?

The Path Forward is focused on asking those questions, 
talking together, then finding answers which will propel 
us into the future as God’s people – creating a place 
where our children and their children and their chil-
dren’s children will find a home, a community where 
their faith can find expression, space to understand 
their lives and God’s love in new and profound ways 
that we cannot yet imagine.

Indeed, Ty is right; We stand on the shoulders of giants 
as we look forward, and because of that perspective we 
can better discern the path God is laying before us. 
And that thought brings no fear, because the waters of 
baptism continue to rush through us, and God is there. 

By the way, remember that baptismal blanket Elsa 
inherited from her father? It’s worn thin from years of 
loving use as it comforts her to this day. May Good 
Shepherd provide such an ongoing, consistent embrace!

12 | REACHING OUT WITH HOPE REACHING OUT WITH HOPE | 13

The Sunday Elsa Tallakson was baptized, her grand-
mother Faye wrapped her in the same blanket that 
swaddled her father Ty at his baptism. On that day 
three generations stood together – grandparents 
remembering the promises they had made at their son’s 
baptism, now affirmed in his faith; parents renewing 
their promises to help their children grow in Christian 
faith and life; and a tiny child, ready to receive God’s 
love and grace, given freely and abundantly, like the 
water poured over her head. The holy waters of Baptism 
rush through us, from one generation to another.

If you worship at Good Shepherd at the second service, 
you’ve seen the Tallaksons. They sit half-way up, on 
the north side – a family of grandparents, Lee and Faye; 
along with their son and daughter-in-law, Ty and Penny; 
and Heidi and Elsa, Ty and Penny’s daughters. You 
may remember in times past how throughout the service 
Faye cuddled the girls when they were babies, and how 
Lee held their hands as he guided them to the children’s 
message gathering at the front. Heidi says of her 
grandparents, “Every Sunday I get to sit between them. 
It’s part of the Sunday tradition.” 

So what is at the heart of this family’s faith tradition? 
It began generations ago. Faye’s parents were members 
of a Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod congregation, 
and they made sure she went to worship, Sunday school 
and confirmation. Lee’s parents faithfully brought him 
to worship and Luther League. But his faith took on 
a unique, more personal dimension when he became 
a chaplain’s assistant and then Protestant worship leader 
on a ship ferrying Marines to Viet Nam.

BY KAREN WALHOF

TALLAKSON FAMILY’S 
FAITH TRADITION 
Shows the Path Forward

TY AND ELSA AND THEIR BAPTISMAL BLANKET.
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JOIN IN
MINISTRY BOARD
The ministries and events listed below are supported 
by the Ministry Board of the Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd. Board members are Shirley 
Brandt (chair), Dan Brinkman, Connie Delzer, Pastor 
Jonathan Lund, Andrea Norman and Pastor Debra 
Samuelson. The Ministry Board welcomes new ideas! 
Contact Shirley Brandt at shirley.1122@yahoo.com 
or 952-927-4836 to find out how to start something 
new and how to get resources for your group’s idea.

New ministries may be added or current events 
changed, so please check www.goodshepherdmpls.
org or call 612-927-8849 for the most up-to-date 
information.  

MUSIC AND DRAMA
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS
Children and youth choirs sing at selected Sunday 
morning and festival services throughout the year. 
They meet September through May.

Alleluia Choir
Age 3 – kindergarten: Wednesdays, 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
Children begin to explore the world of music and 
rhythm using their voices, bodies and instruments. 
Contact Laurie Dehmlow at myflicka1965@aol.com.

Carolers
1st – 3rd grade: Wednesdays, 6:00-6:45 p.m. Choir 
members learn simple hymns, spiritual songs and 
anthems which allow them to take a stronger role 
in worship services. Contact Laurie Dehmlow at 
myflicka1965@aol.com.

Choristers

4th – 6th grade: Wednesdays, 6:00-6:55 p.m. This 
more advanced children’s choir takes on significant 
leadership responsibilities in the service, as well as 
providing music of many styles and cultures to en-
hance the worship of the congregation. Contact Tor 
Johnson at tor.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

Cantáre
7th – 12th grade: Wednesdays, 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Cantáre, our brand new choral ensemble for youth, 
provides lively, exciting leadership for Sunday morning 
worship services, sharing vocal and instrumental 
music of many styles and cultures. Contact Ralph 
Johnson at ralph.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHOIR
Adults: Wednesdays, 7:00−8:30 p.m. The Good 
Shepherd Choir provides a vital, robust foundation 
for congregational singing. It offers choral music that 
reflects and enhances the texts or themes of each 
worship service. This choir sings at most Sunday 
and all festival services throughout the church year. 

Contact Ralph Johnson at ralph.johnson@goodshep-
herdmpls.org.

BELL CHOIR
Adults: Mondays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. The music is fun to 
play and easy to read. No bell ringing experience is 
necessary. This choir plays at selected Sunday morn-
ing and festival services throughout the year. Contact 
Tor Johnson at tor.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
All ages: Be a part of this musical theater experience. 
This year’s production will be “Annie.” Rehearsals 
begin on October 2. Contact Tor Johnson at  
tor.johnson@goodshepherdmpls.org.

WORSHIP
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
TEAMS
Team members volunteer in many ways on Sunday 
mornings, including greeting at the door, reading 
Scripture and serving communion. This activity 
fosters community by giving people of all ages the 
opportunity to get to know each other and to 
participate actively in worship services. There are 
ten teams, with each team serving every ten weeks. 
Contact Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.
org or 612-927-8849.

ALTAR GUILD
Guild members serve the worship life of the congre-
gation by assisting with the sacrament of communion. 
Contact Carla Sykora at carla.sykora@yahoo.com.

ASSISTING MINISTERS
These congregation members support the pastors 
with the prayers of the church and communion dur-
ing worship. Contact Carla Sykora at carla.sykora@
yahoo.com.

LEARNING GROUPS
Contact Pastor Jonathan Lund at j.lund@goodshep-
herdmpls.org.

“SEEDS” – SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays 9:45-10:45 a.m., September through May

Age 2: Children and their parents join together in an 
interactive, relational classroom that fosters com-
munity among parents and helps children experience 
God’s loving presence.

Age 3 – kindergarten: Children learn Bible stories, 
songs and build friendships with one another during 
the school year. 

 1st – 5th grade: Children follow a faith formation pro-
gram learning about God’s Word. Lessons bring Bible 
stories to life through games, art, music and science, 
thus accommodating the different ways kids learn.

Parents of kindergarten – 5th grade: Parents gather for 
Bible study and discussion , studying the same stories 
as their children.

“ROOTS” - CONFIRMATION
6th – 8th grade: Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m., 
September-May – Roots is a ministry for 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders who desire to affirm their faith. We 
provide experiences that equip, engage and help 
youth to encounter God. 

6TH –8TH GRADE BIBLE STUDY
6th – 8th grade: Sundays, 9:45-10:30 a.m., Septem-
ber-May – Bible study led by adults who engage 
youth in discussion of various topics and biblical 
stories. 

RENEWAL 
9th – 12th grade: Wednesdays, 8:00-9:00 p.m. High 
school youth gather for conversation and fellowship. 

SMALL GROUPS
Unless otherwise noted, contact Medhat Yoakiem 
at m.yoakiem@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-927-
8849.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
FOR MEN
All men: Mondays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. There is no 
agenda; just sharing of thoughts, treats, experiences, 
ideas. Contact Lee Tallakson at 952-922-6155.

IT2 – INTERESTING TOPICS/ 
INTERESTING TIMES
All men: Saturdays, September 15, 29, October 13, 27, 
November 10, 8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. – Discuss current 
events from a faith perspective. Enjoy coffee, bagels 
and conversation. Please check the website at www.
goodshepherdmpls.org for specific dates and times. 
Contact Medhat Yoakiem atm.yoakiem@goodshep-
herdmpls.org or 612-927-8849.

LIFELINES
All ages: Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m., September-May – 
Distinguished speakers on a variety of topics provide 
learning and discussion. Lifelines is the successor to 
Adult Forum, the adult education hour during the 
traditional Sunday school hour. 

OVER COFFEE
All ages: Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m., October-Novem-
ber, 2012 and February-March, 2013– This popular 
series brings in well-known Minnesotans to share 
insights on areas of public life affecting us all. Make 
plans to come early as past audiences have packed 
Fellowship Hall. For a list of speakers, check the web-
site at www.goodshepherdmpls.org or contact Herb 
Morgenthaler at herbmn61@usiwireless.com.

PARENTS OF NEWBORNS AND 
ONE YEAR OLDS
Parents of newborns-1year olds: First Sunday of the 
month, 9:45-10:45 a.m., November-April – Meet 
other parents through fellowship, conversation and 
learning. Pastor Debra Samuelson will join you.  Con-
tact Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org or 
612-927-8849. 

PATHWAYS
All ages: Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m., September-May 
– Small groups (short-term or long-term) will focus 
on special topics. (One group will be “Parents of 
kindergarten-5th Grade” listed in this section under 
Seeds – Sunday school.) Check the website at www.
goodshepherdmpls.org or the Sunday bulletin inserts 
for new groups. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE READING 
GROUP
All Ages: Third Monday of the month, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
This informal discussion group is using the book Frame-
work for Understanding Poverty by Ruby K. Payne, Ph.D., 
to ignite conversation. You don’t need to have read 
the book to attend – all that’s required is an appetite 
to think and discuss. 

WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING 
SMALL GROUP
All adults: Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 a.m. The group 
reads a variety of books on faith, social justice and 
living out faith in our daily lives. Contact John Mendesh 
at John.Mendesh@genmills.com.

WOMEN OF GOOD SHEPHERD 
BIBLE STUDY AT THE CHURCH
All women: Third Wednesday of the month, 1:00-2:00 
p.m. Participate in Bible study using Gather magazine 
and other ELCA resources. Contact Shirley Brandt at 
shirley.1122@yahoo.com or 952-927-4836.

WOMEN OF GOOD SHEPHERD 
BIBLE STUDY AT 7500 YORK
All women: Third Thursday of the month, 2:00-3:00 
p.m. Meets in the Social Room, 7500 York Senior 
Co-operative, 7500 York Ave. So., Edina. Participate 
in Bible study using Gather magazine and other ELCA 
resources. Contact Shirley Brandt at shirley.1122@
yahoo.com or 952-927-4836.

WOMEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP
All women: Third Friday of the month, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
Members read a book, fiction or nonfiction, chosen 
by the group for that month and discuss it. Contact 
Joan Tanger at 612-929-0316.

Women’s Book of Faith Bible Study
All women: Every other Saturday beginning September 
15, 9:00-10:30 a.m. Follow the book of Ruth using the 
Book of Faith Bible Study series. The group meets in a 
relaxed setting with time for questions and discus-
sion. Contact Andrea Norman at anders52422004@
yahoo.com or 612-599-0822.

WELCOME AND  
HOSPITALITY
BUS DRIVERS
Drive the Good Shepherd bus on Sunday morn-
ings on a rotating schedule. Help people who need 
transportation get to a worship. Class B driver’s license 
required; training provided. Contact Phil Delzer at 
612-926-6172.

COURTYARD GARDENING TEAM
Help maintain Good Shepherd’s beautiful courtyard 
garden. Contact Sam Nichols at samnic40@aol.com.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Do you want to meet new and amazing people? 
Would you like to learn more about how Lutherans 
read the Bible, pray and worship? Would you like to 
learn more about this vibrant community of faith? 
Join us for the next New Member Class! Choose the 
option that fits your schedule. Please note: attendance 
at these classes does not obligate you to membership. 
We have a great time together and look forward to 
seeing you! 

 –  Sundays (September 16, 23, 30, and October 14), 
9:45-10:45 a.m. If you choose to become a member, 
New Member Sunday will be October 21.

 –  Saturday, September 29, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If 
you choose to become a member, New Member 
Sunday will be October 21.

 –  Saturday, November 17, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If 
you choose to become a member, New Member 
Sunday will be December 2.

Contact Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org 
or 612-927-8849.

“SACRED GROUNDS” COFFEE 
HOUSE MINISTRY TEAM
Become a Sacred Grounds barista. See how fellow-
ship happens around coffee! Sacred Grounds is open 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Contact 
Steve Nordness at nordy@rocarestaurants.com.

VISITOR WELCOMER  
MINISTRY TEAM
This team follows up with first time Sunday visitors 
by delivering a gift bag of cookies and a welcome 
brochure to their home the afternoon of their visit. 
Welcomers extend a friendly acknowledgment of 
their worshiping with us and offer an opportunity 
for brief conversation. Contact Andrea Norman at 
anders52422004@yahoo.com or 612-599-0822.

VOLUNTEER OFFICE  
RECEPTIONISTS
Volunteers work one morning or afternoon per week 
(or as needed) answering phones, greeting visitors and 
helping with office projects. Contact Laura Stein at 
l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-927-8849.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Join other members for 
a fun, delicious meal planned to accommodate families 

bringing children to choir rehearsals or confirmation 
classes. Cost: $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children. 
Contact Connie Delzer at connie.delzer@goodshep-
herdmpls.org or 612-927-8849.

CONNECTING AND  
CARING
CHRISTIAN SERVICE CIRCLE
Work together to prepare and serve meals after 
funerals and memorial services. Contact June Hestad 
at 952-922-1025.

FAITHFULLY FIT FOREVER
Men and women of all ages: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Open to all levels of ability. Offers a stretching 
and bending exercise routine to maintain balance 
and improve muscle tone and strength. Contact Joan 
Tanger at 612-929-0316.

GOLDEN SHEPHERDS
Golden Shepherds is a social, fellowship group for 
seniors which meets monthly for lunch followed by a 
speaker or for outings. Contact Karen Wilkinson at ro-
kawilk@gmail.com or 952-983-0123 or Lee Tallakson 
at 952-922-6155.

KITCHEN PATROL
Help care for the church kitchen through cleaning, 
monitoring supplies, etc. Contact Shirley Brandt at 
shirley.1122@yahoo.com or 952-927-4836.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
Second Wednesday of the month, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Dorothy Ellerbroek RN, our parish nurse, facilitates a 
support group for anyone who is a caregiver. Contact 
Dorothy at nurse@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-
518-5421.

POTHOLDERS SERVICE TEAM
Provide a meal for an individual or family afflicted with 
illness, loss or disaster in emergency and short-term 
crisis situations.  Contact Dorothy Ellerbroek at 
nurse@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-518-5421.

PRAYER CHAIN
These committed individuals exercise the power of 
intercessory prayer daily. The prayers come quietly, 
from phone to phone or by e-mail. When everyone 
is praying for the same request, there is a tremendous 
power and comfort. Contact Lois Ries at 952-922-
7561 or Sandy Bertilrud at 952-378-1860 or sandyber-
tilrud@yahoo.com.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This ministry team is designed for those who enjoy 
knitting or crocheting (women or men) or who would 
like to learn. Prayers for the recipient are stitched into 
each creation. Beautiful prayer shawls are then given 
to comfort those who are ill and to new graduates in 
celebration. Also available for purchase. Contact Nancy 
Brenny at brenny@ix.netcom.com.

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
invites you to JOIN IN. Come as you are!
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4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

QUILTERS
Second Thursday of the month, 9:30-noon. Help 
make quilts which are donated to organizations 
such as Lutheran Social Service and Bridging. No 
sewing experience required. If you can tie a knot, 
you can quilt. Contact Nancy Shelstad at mnshels-
tad@comcast.net or 952-929-8300.

ROCKING READERS
Volunteers are paired with first graders at Lake 
Harriet School, Minneapolis, to provide an op-
portunity for reading and conversation one-on-one. 
The commitment is one hour per week, with the 
specific day and time determined jointly by the 
teacher and volunteer. Contact Karen Wilkinson at 
rokawilk@gmail.com or 952-983-0123.

SHEPHERDS-ON-THE-GO  
SERVICE TEAM
Volunteers serve by driving Good Shepherd mem-
bers to medical appointments. Contact Dorothy 
Ellerbroek at nurse@goodshepherdmpls.org or 
612-518-5421.

REACHING OUT
CAMDEN PROMISE FOOD SHELF
All ages: First Saturday of the month, 11:30 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. Help sort and distribute food. You may 
also assist in other ways such as spending time with 
children while their parents shop, etc. Volunteer on 
your own or as a family. Contact Connie Delzer at 
connie.delzer@goodshepherdmpls.org or 612-927-
8849.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY  
SERVICES
The first Sunday of each month is Food Shelf 
Sunday. Bring non-perishable food, cash or checks 
payable to Community Emergency Services with 

you when you come to church. Contact Connie 
Delzer at connie.delzer@goodshepherdmpls.org or 
612-927-8849.

ETHIOPIA OUTREACH
Good Shepherd has partnerships with the Ethio-
pian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, including 
a companion congregation relationship with Lalo 
Aira Congregation, administrative support to Aira 
Hospital and scholarship funds for women students 
at Onesimus Nesib Seminary, all in Aira, Ethiopia. 
The Ethiopia Ministry Team continues to evaluate 
ongoing needs there and supports assistance of 
Global Health Administrative Partners with the 
Aira Hospital. The ministry team is also discussing a 
trip to Ethiopia in fall 2013. Contact Karen Walhof 
at k.walhof@goodshepherdmpls.org. 

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD 
MINISTRY TEAM
September 16-22, 2012. Good Shepherd hosts 
homeless families for one week three or four times 
each year. We offer breakfast, lunch, dinner, beds 
and fellowship during the evening hours. Volunteer 
on your own or as a family. Contact Bob Stein at 
rstein222@comcast.net or Connie Delzer at 612-
927-8849.

LOAVES & FISHES
All ages. The third Tuesday of every other month at 
St. Stephen’s School, 22nd and Stevens, Minneapo-
lis. Volunteers prepare and serve a hearty evening 
meal to hungry, often homeless, people, then clean 
up afterward. Contact Debbie Anderson at 952-
926-4846 or Lois Munson at 952-975-3668.

LUTHERAN SOCIAL  
SERVICE (LSS)
November 13, 2012. Tuesdays Together at CFCL. 
Host a meal at the LSS Center for Changing Lives. 
Volunteers prepare and serve a meal to people 
living in LSS housing and the surrounding Phillips 
neighborhood. All ages can join in; it’s a real family 
affair! Contact Joy Erickson at joyh.erickson@gmail.
com or 612-922-7863.

MEALS ON WHEELS
Deliver noon meals to people who are home-
bound, elderly or disabled, and unable to prepare 
their own meals. Contact Sylvia Pedersen at den-
nispedersen@usinternet.com or 612-825-8098. 

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN  
YOUTH CENTER (PCYC)
Contact Herb Morgenthaler at herbmn61@
usiwireless.com. Want to learn more? Visit the 
Plymouth Christian Youth Center website at pcyc-
mpls.org.

November 10-11. Support the Capri Theater  
Legends Series. The Capri Theater is bringing up 
the lights on West Broadway! “Eartha … The 
Whole Kitt & Kaboodle,” featuring Regina Marie 
Williams. Minnesota Monthly magazine named the 
Capri the Twin Cities’ “Best Jazz Venue.” For tickets 
call 612-643-2024.

December 8. PCYC’s Annual Children’s Gift Sale 
helps children in north Minneapolis, with no money, 
to buy presents for their family. Share in the joy of 
giving as you assist these kids in selecting special 
gifts for their family members. 

RESOURCES FOR THE  
ENRICHMENT OF AFRICAN 
LIVES (REAL)
REAL is a Minneapolis-based, non-profit organiza-
tion committed to the education of Ethiopian girls 
and women. REAL’s goal is to support each girl until 
she completes 12th grade and has an opportu-
nity for college. Support a girl in Ethiopia for only 
$360 per year. REAL has openings on their board, 
and they are looking for a part-time volunteer for 
administrative work. Contact Carla Sykora at carla.
sykora@yahoo.com.

JOIN IN
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